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INGRID’S TOP 





By BOB STAHL + 
Theatre television loomed much 
closer to reality this week, with all 
signs pointing to the film 
companies finally taking an active | 
interest in the subject to hasten its | 
development. Warners, it’s been re- | 
vealed, has been working in veiled 
silence on theatre tele the last 
two years. With Paramount already 
in the field, the othe 
expected to be prodded into action 
in the inimediate future via infiu- 
ence brought to bear on the Motion 
Picture Assn, by the Society of Mo- | 
tion Picture Engineers. 
Experimental work done by War- 
ners in theatre video was revealed 
last week at a demonstration of 
RCA’s color theatre tele in Phila- 
delphia when RCA prexy Brig. Gen. 
David Sarnoff declared Warners 
the only company to date io show 
any interest. Although some film 
industry officials believe Sarnoff) 
made his statement chiefly to stir up 
activity among the other majors, 
Col. Nathan Levinson, chief engineer | 
of the Warner studios, confirmed 
the statement, adding that his com- 
pany is currently awaiting a ship- 
ment of RCA theatre tele equipment 
on which to conduct further experi- 
mentation to ascertain its commer- 
cial applicability. 
Presaging an early entry into the) 
(Continued on page 70) 


Legit Price Revision An 
Ali-Industry Problem | 
in View of High Costs 


In line with the general legit busi- 
ness thinking that prices must fol- 
low the current national trend fo 
revision downward, it’s pointed out 
that the upward spiral has been a 
combination of circumstances. ‘It's 
a.wonder the legitimate theatre has | 
heen able to survive,” one vet show- | 
man puts it, “in face of all these 
things. | 

“For instance, some straight plays 
need $14,000 a week gross to break 
even, so a gross of 20G or more is 

(Continued on page 64) 


SUBTITLES ON FOREIGN 
PIX DRAW DEAF-MUTES 


The Apollo theatre (N. Y.), 
eign-language showcase on 42d street, 
is the holder of a unique world re- 
ord—at least that’s what the Brandt 
theatre management claims. The 
house, it’s said, caters to more deal 
mutes than any other theatre in‘the 
world, Patronage of mutes has been 
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Theatre Television Looms Closer As 


Major Film Cos. Show Active Interest 


| 





by 
cording 


| $40,000; 
| betters $65,000 a week 
| bill 
| rounds 


| DeMarcos To Reprise | 
| 


clocked at 3,000-5,000 weekly, and on |} 


Saturday evening performances fully 
One-third of the audience are deat- 
and-dumb. 

Since all the films have subtitles. 
the mutes have no difficulty follow- 
ing the story though tfey can't hear 
the soundtrack. Apollo gets 
Slice of trade because as subsoquent- 
run scale is lower than m other 
Suresenters. Manageme re‘u'arly 
advertises in mutes’ periodicals. 


large 


'Philco’s $3,000,000 | 


Annum Tag on Bing) 
Philadelphia, May 6. 

Philco’s yearly tab for Bing Cros- | 

will run around $3,000,000, ac- | 

to reliable estimates. 

Groaner’s weekly take 
the promotional 


crowds | 
campaign 
and the time 
more less, stations, 
the highest coin layout 
for a single show in radio history. 





400, 
out 


on or 





Dance Cavalcade For 


Their Own Third Anni. 


and Renee DeMarco will | 
their third wedding. an- 
May 15 by reprising the | 
cavalcade which they had | 


Tony 
celebrate 
niversary 
dance 


| whipped up recently as a stunt for | 


Fmil Coleman's 30th anniversary as | 
a maestro at the Waldorf-Astoria’s | 
Wedgwood Room, N. Y. This took 
Coleman from the start of his terp 


music career with Irene & Vernon 
Castle (“the maxixe”) right down 
to the present. The DeMarcos 


danced the cavalcade, in tribute to 
the maestro. 

In turn, the ballroom team’s cele- 
bration now plans that Coleman will 





come over to the Hotel Plaza’s | 
Persian Room, where the DeMarcos | 
just opened, and repeat the stunt. | 
This is an expediency, since he! 
knows the music better than the | 
incumbent Pancho, who has. the} 


band at the Plaza. A tieup may be 
made for the proceeds to the 
Damon Runyon Cancer Memorial. | 


THINKS FATHER’ DOES — 
US. NO GOOD ABROAD 


Washington, May 6. 


g0 10 


“Life With Father” was attacked 
as “juvenile” and “damaging to 
U. S. cultural relations with other 
countries’ by Congressman Walt 


Horan (Rep.. Wash.), member of the 
House Appropriations subcommittee 
during hearings today on State De- 
partment’s budget request for a 
worldwide information and cultural 
program Play currently being 
produced abroad in Rome 
Horan. during questioning of 


IS 


As- 


sistant Secretary of State William 
Benton, declared: “Theatrical busi- 
ness has an ethical responsibility 
with regard to our cultural relations 
|'with other countries. I do not want 
Tobacco Road’ to go across.” Re- 
ferring to the Russians, he said: 
“They wanted Charlie Chaplin’s 
‘The Gold Rush’ but thev dicn't 
want ‘The Great Dictator.” They 


want ‘Tobacco Road’ and ‘Grapes of 


Wrath’ but the theatrical industis 
has risen to its full stature and has 
denied them these pictures.” 
Benton argued. “You would not 
want the Government to cconsor pri- 
vate indust We are’ a posi- 
tion to sav te the mo ure in- 


dustry, “you cannot do this.” 





| of top femme money-maker in both 
| pix and legit. 
| puted top earner among Hollywood 
} actresses, 


“Joan” 


| standees 


!nouncement 


MAY 


7, 1947 


PRICE 25 CENTS 





LEGHT-PIX 
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JUAN LEGHTEA 
at Td B WAY MARK 





With “Joan of Lorraine’ closing 
this week, after setting a new high 
in record on Broadway 
straight plays, Ingrid Bergman 
now entrenched in the double-niche 


j 
for | 


is 


grosses 


She’s already undis- | 


leading with Bing Crosby 
and “Bells of St: Mary’s” in ‘46. 
Meanwhile, she may carve her spot 
in radio too since Ford Motor 
talking of alternating her with the | 
NBC orchestra the Sunday slot | 
(details in radio section). 

When Miss Bergman crosses 
tape Saturday (10) at the close of | 
a 25-week limited engagement of 
at the Alvin. the Maxwell 
Anderson plays total take will be 
close to $820,000. That's a weekly 
average of $32.800. It’s been more. 
dependent onlv on the number of 
at her consistently SRO 
show. No straight play, except | 
spectacles such as “The Miracle”, | 
has turned in its equal in boxoffice | 
performance. 

It parallels Miss Bergman’s show- 
ing in the 46 money-making sweep- 
stakes for pix when she chalked up 
$21,750,000 for four films, a record 
unchallenged by any other actress. 
In hiiting the jackpot, her quartet 
in celluloid earned an average of 
$5.437,000 per pic which only Crosby 

(Continued on page 63) 
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Uncle Sam May Foot Bill on Jolson’s 


Radio Pitch 








mil Jannings 


A. Legit Season 


| Wai 
ithe trip east to see Aleman was Leo 


Buenos Aires, May 6 


Emil Jannings. German pix Star 
who made Nazi propaganda films at 
home during the war, is slated to 
arrive here shortly. No theatre has 


been lined up for him, and no an- 
made as to plays or 
company he’s to work with, but it’s 
certain he plans to act here. Jan- 
nines has a daughter living in 
and he has visited the country with 


his repertory companies several 
times before. 

Ticket sale is already open at the 
Astral theatre for the 10 perform- 


ances to be put on in late May by 
Emma Gramatica. Italian legit ac- 


tress, and her dramatic company. 

Gramatica repertory group sailed 
April 29 from Genoa for Bue- 

ss Aires aboard the “Argentina” 
aid will give five evening perform- 
ances to be followed by five after- 
noon periormances, 

Plav:s skedded are Somerset 
Miugham’s “The Sacred Flame” (Cin 
Italian'. “Il Giro del Mondo,” by 
Guilic Cesare Viola, Sir James Bar- 
rie’s “Old Lady Shows Her Medals” 
and Pirandello’s “La Morsa.” plus 
‘Teresa Raquin.” adapted from a 
Zola novel Mme. Gramatica is 
ratea Italy's finest legit actress, and 
Argentines in general and the mil- 
lions oO Italinn-descended Argen- 
tines go all out for the Italian com- 
panies, which have not visited the 


‘country lor close on 12 years. 


B.A. | 


Cagney May Bankroll 

Canada Lee’s Rep Co. 
Hollywood, May 6. 

James Cagney may bankroll Can- 
ada Lee’s idea of a black-and-white 
repertory theatre. Negro actor 
wants to stage ‘“‘Macbeth” and 
“Othello” on. alternate evenings 
Lee would play the lead in both, 
his “Macbeth”. characterization in 
whiteface and “Othello” au naturel. 
Repertory group would be trained 
on the Coast and work its way to 
Broadway. 


Nelson Mentioned As 
Economic Advisor 
To Prez of Mexico 


Donald Nelson, it is reported, may 


| shortly leave his post as prez of the 


Society of Independent Motion Pic- 


|} ture Producers tou become economic 


adviser to the Mexican government. 


Nelson was in Mexico City a few 
weeks ago for huddles with Presi- 


10 y . « . > ast | , 
dent Miguel Aleman and came eas , Harry Wismer sports roster and the 


from the Coast over the weekend to 
confab with the Mex topper during 
his visit to New York. 


Accompanying Nelson on the flight 


to Mexico and Manhattan for the’ 
meetings with Aleman was Francis 
Alstock, fermer chief of the film 


division of the U: S. Coordinator of 
Inter-American Affairs. Alstock has 


long been a friend of Aleman’s and | 


was an adviser to him when’ he was 
running for the presidency. 

Also accompanying the former 
Production Administrator on 
Morrison. Hollywood agent. who has 
been a friend of Alstock, active in 
the development of the Mexican 
film industry. Nelson returned to 
the Coast Monday (5), while Alstock 
and Morrison remained in New 
York. 


DISK FAVES NOW BEING 
EYED FOR VAUDERS 


Vaude bookers are 
the best selling record as a 
possible source af headliners. A 
retailing disk is now a virtual guar- 
that theatre bookings will 


now studying 
lists 


antee 

follow. 
Sammy 

N..: Ew 


off the 


Rauch, 


has 


Roxy theatre, 
set two 
wax lists. Jan August. 
pianist who catapulted “Misirlou” 
for Diamond into a big circu- 
lation, has been signed for the Junc 
4 show. Art Lund. who waxed 
“Mam’'selle” for M-G-M, is on the 
same bill. © 


booker. names 


top of 


disks 


bookers point out that most 

of new attractions have 
dried up. Many top film and radio 
names are still shying away from 
vaude tours, and current crop of 
cafe stars has been meagre. Conse- 
quently they’re turning increasingly 
to names developed via platters. 


rhe 


ources 


+ 


|; erans, who claimed it 


top | 


, treks 


for Army Recruiting 


N. W. Ayer agency, which handles 
all advertising media for the U.S. 
Army, dickering with Al Jolson 
do a Sunday night commercial 
on NBC, with the Government 
as sponsor footing the bill, and com- 
mercials slanted toward building up 


is 
to 


show 


the U. S. Army. Jolson likes the 
idea of returning to radio with his 
own show with the Government as 


his employer and he deal reportedly 
hinges on clearing time 
Idea is to put Jolson in the Sun- 


day night 8:30-9 period when Fred 
Allen take a hiatus and Standard 
Brands preempts the time for the 
summer. NBC would “donate” the 
half-hour time, since it would save 
the network the expense of whip- 
ping it own production into shape 
to fill the time. 

Since his recent series of guest 
shots, -particularly on the Bing 


Crosby show, Jolson’s been rated the 
“hottest” thing in radio today. with 
many a sponsor anxious to grab him. 

Shew would be the most expen- 
sive undertaken to date on behalf of 
Army recruitment, far overshadow- 
ing production nut of other Army- 
identified programs, which have in- 
cluded “Sound Off,” “Take a 
Break,’ “Warriors at Peace,” the 


recent “Spotlight Bands” sponsor- 
ship. Army also spends a lot of coin 
on radio spots, 


‘Oklahoma!’ Panics All 
London in Rousing Bow; 
210G Advance Is Record 


London, May 6. 

Theatre Guild’s production of 
“Oklahoma!” at the Drury Lane last 
Wednesday (30) received the great- 
est reception in the memory of vet- 
to be the big- 
gest hit since “Belle of New York” 
in London in 1898. ‘Audience refused 
to leave the theatre for 30 minutes 
after the final curtain, with the cast 
compelled to repeat the theme song 
several times. Prior to the show’s 
preem here, libraries ‘ticket agen- 
cies) bought $210,000 worth of tick- 
eis, which is an unprecedented high 
for London theatres. Library deal 
now exceeds $300,000. 

It was likely the initia! time since 





the way that society here turned out 

in such numbers, with those not in 

evening dress being exceptions in 
(Continued on page 70) 


SAM WANAMAKER’S PIC 
TEST FOR SPERLING 


Sam Wanamake7, radio and legit 
thesper currently appesring in the 
Broadway hit. “Joan Lorraine.” 
to,. the Coast following the 
closing this Saturday (10) for 
Milton Sperling, 


ot 


play’s 
screentesting by 


head of U. S. Pictures (WB). 

In the fall, Wanamaker will stage 
Emmett Lavery’s new Broadway 
play. “Gentleman From Athens.” to 


be produced by Martin Gosch, for- 
'mer radio and Metro producer, who 
j} debuts as a legit impresario, 
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ith Anni Salute to Sophie Tucker 
Her ‘Greatest One-Night Stand 


By ABEL GREEN + 

Gene Buck summed it up: “This 
is the greatest one-night stand 
Sophie Tucker will ever play.” The 
40th anniversary salute by the Jew- 
ish Theatrical Guild to “the last of 
the red hot mamas” was one of those 
inspired evenings, Sunday night (4) 
at the Hote) Astor, N. Y., figured by 
veteran showmen to make history, 
if only for the reason that few such | 
testimonial dinners ever see a gath- 
ering welcomed by Eddie Cantor, as 
president of the Guild; toastmastered | 





Song for Sophie 
By IRVING BERLIN 
_ verse 
Making what you'd calla speech 
Isn't up my street, 
Fancy words are out of reach 
When I’m on my feet, 
So I've done the best I could for now 
In the only way that I know how, 
Chorus 





by George Jessel; troubadoured by | I've written a song just for Sophie 
nal Berlin. who was chairman of | 4 8008 that Pll sing through a mike 
the dinner committee; and honoring | | Just to tell her how we love her 


What we think of her 

In the business there’s no business 
like. 

While others are staging their come- 

| backs. 

| Miss Tucker is still going strong. 

| She continues to deliver 

Just like that river 

Old Sophie keeps rolling along. 

Second Chorus 

| We know what an artist is Sophie 

"Though some say her songs aren’t 
nice. 

But her lyrics don’t need cleaning 

Her double meaning 

|; Simply means what she means only 

twice. 

| When Jolson and Cantor and Jessel 

| Have finished with their final song 

| They'll be rocking in their rockers 

Three alta ‘yockers’ 


a trouper who stormed New York | 
(at the German Village below Her- 
ald Square) in 1906. Cantor, Jessel 
and Berlin came in specially from 
the Coast for the dinner. 

As Berlin’s “Song for Sophie” 
(lyric herewith) puts it, “While 
others are staging their comebacks, 
Miss Tucker is still going strong.” ~ 

As her inspired speech of appre- 
ciation reviewed her career, the 1,- 
500 overflowing attendance in the 
Hotel Astor’s grand ballroom, at $15 | 
a head, unashamedly reflected its 
sentimental emotions. New York’s 
Mayor William O’Dwyer seconded 
Jessel’s toast to the departed Jimmy 
Walker by also expressing the wish 
he was here to better express official 
New York’s reactions to this tribute 
to Soph. Sir Cedric Hardwicke, for 


the actors, presented her with a |); ont 

scroll from Britain; William Mor-| ¥"/¢ Sophie keeps rolling along. 
ris, Jr. eloquently linked his | Third Chorus 

agency’s time-honored association | We know of the kindness in Sophie 


with the star; her longtime pianist 
Ted Shapiro spoke briefly and to the 
point; Harry Hershfield—a veteran 
of “the celery circuit’—rounded out 
the humorous talks. Cantor and 
Milton Berle had to breeze for a 


We know too that Sophie is smart, 

As a star she’s made a boodle 

Using her noodle 

But she’s best when she’s using her 
heart, 

The Angels will watch over Sophie, 





10:30 NBC broadcast for Texas City |They’ll see that she keeps going 
Relief; Jessel came in after his Sun- strong, 

day night guester with Fred Allen; | They'll say ‘tho we're wild about 
and Miss Tucker just skipped the | her 


dinner show at the Latin Quarter, | We'll do without her 


where she is currently engaged, but | Let Sophie keep rolling along. 
did one show at 1 am. (At 6 am. |- 

she was still dispatching wires Of| * This third chorus is Berlin’s per- 
appreciation to those who made the | sonal salute to Soph which he pre- 
evening possible). 





ferred not- to sing at the dinner 

" % | - , 

_Jessel at His Best ihence published here for the first 
Jessel’s toastmastering was past- | ;ime 


master stuff. If anybody got too 
serious he punctuated it at just the 
right time with an ad lib. When a 
colloquialism was uttered he trans- 
lated it for Mayor O’Dwyer. His 
crack about “alas and alack and Al 
Lackey” (one of Soph’s husbands) 
_Wes an inside yock. 

Miss Tucker saluted Berlin with 
“what a wonderful feeling it must 
be to know you're immortal while 
still alive.” In her sentimental and 
business encomiums for “the boss,” 
the late William Morris, Sr., first 
president of the Jewish Theatrical 
Guild, she saluted “Mother” Morris 
and Aunt Ella (who came in from 


Bernstein-Hitchcock N.Y. 
Meet on Transatlantic 


London, May 6, 

Sidney Bernstein, owner of the 
Granada circuit here. planes for New 
York Saturday (10) to meet Alfred 
Hitchcock for finalizing of their 
plans for setting up Transatlantic 
Productions. First picture will be 
Patrick Hamilton’s “Rope,” which 
goes into production in Hollywood. 











255TH WEEK! 


KEN MURRAY’S 
“BLACKOUTS OF 1947” 
El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
“It’s just a question of time— 
everybody has to see this show. It’s 
tops.” 


JACK BENNY. 


Court Enjoins Albany 
Board of Education Nix 
On Robeson Concert 


Albany, May 6. 


Supreme Court Justice Isadore 
Bookstein this afternoon (6) granted 
the Carver Culturai Society a 
permanent ‘injunction, restraining 
Albany Board of Education from 
interfering with Paul Robeson’s 
concert Friday (9) night in Philip 
Livingston Junior High School audi- 
torium. Concert will go on as orig- 
inally skedded, for the Negro bari- 
tone’s 64th and final concert of his 
current season. 

Paul Robeson, whose appearance 
under the auspices of the Carver 
Cultural Society in Philip Living- 
ston Junior High School was banned 
on Mayor Erastus Corning’s order, 
because gatherings of “a highly con- 
troversial nature” shouldn't be per- 
mitted in public school buildings, 
would have sung here Friday night, 
even if he had to do so in the home 
of Arthur J. Harvey, counsel for the 
Society. 


Harvey announced this Saturday 
(3), following arguments the previ- 
ous day in Kingston before Supreme 
Court Justice Isadore Bookstein on 
a show cause order seeking a per- 
manent injunction restraining the 
Board of Education from interdict- 
ing Robeson. Corporation Counsel 
James J. McGuiness argued that the 
Board had exceeded its authority in 
granting the Society permission to 
present the singer in a concert at 
the high school. 


McGuiness claimed that no con- 





(Continued on page 64) 
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It will be Hitchcock’s initial pic in 
color. 

Bernstein will work out a releas- | 
ing deal for Transatlantic product 


their Saranac Lake home, Bill 
Morris, Jr. and Ruth Morris (Mrs. 
Bill White). And when she men- 
tioned “the ex-office boy who grew 
up to be one of the most respected wr arrange financing. 
men in show business,” the applause Hitchcock arrives in New York 
for Abe Lastfogel was extraordinarily | from the Coast next Monday (12), 
spontaneous, on a par with the en- according to his eastern rep Ai Mar- 
thusiasm for Berlin. One of her | golies, to meet with Bernstein. 
sincerest salutes was to the absent | Transatlantic pards will remain east 
Jack Yellen, her special-material | about 10 days to two weeks before 
writer for many years, delayed out | heading for Hollywood to siart 
of town. Also fogbound in New- | shooting plans. 
foundland were Val Parnell and 
Harry Foster, who clippered over | 
from London for the dinner but 
couldn't get in on schedule. 

in addressing herself to her fore- 
bears in Heaven, and to the late Bill 
Morris, Miss Tucker also expressed | Sablon on the circuit when Ger- 
the request, “And, Boss, when you | Maine Sablon opens at the Blue An- 
see Sime Silverman, do give him my “cl, May 13. Mlle. Sablon, who spent 
fordest regards.” the war years as an underground 

"he veteran songstress confessed fighter in France, has already made 
that she “felt like no red hot mama” ;several platters for Continental Rec- 
and cracked, “I sure feel as if the ords and has played a holdover en- 
rockin’ chair’s got me!” Sasement at the Latin Quarter, | 

An elaborate show, batoned by | Montreal. 
Me! Morris, followed. Jean Sablon will fly in from the. 


MUSSO’S BOY VITTORIO "shorts sttcrwata to do a serie 
YENS MAKING ARG. PIX 


of guest appearances on the air. 
Buenos Aires, May 6 


U Renews A&C 5 Years | 
Vittorio Mussolini, Benito’s son, 
who’s now living in Argentina, is 


Hollywood, May 6. | 

Bud Abbott and Lou Costello will | 

reported to have sufficient capital to | 
set up a film production unit with 


continue their antics on the Uni- 

versal lot for five more years, under | 

which to carry out his cinema ambi- 
tions. Fascist dictator’s 


a new contract calling for two pic- | 
fledgling tures annually, with the privilege of 

directed films in Italy during his 

father’s heyday and was associated 


making one outside. 
Comics have called off their pro- 
with Hal Roach in Hollywéod, nosed British tour to make an indie 
He’s now married to an Argentin- picture for United Artists following 
ian, Ursula Marina Buvoli, whose completion of “The Wistful Widow 
parents own a ranch in the province , of Wagon Gap,” their current chore 
of Santa Fe. lat Universal-International. 








Germaine Sablon Preems 
At Blue Angel Next Wk. 


New York cafes will have another 

















My Favorite Story 


A flat tire plagued a man 
driving along a deserted coun- 
try road one summer afternoon. 
He stopped to fix it, and as he 
began to jack the car up, he 
heard a voice ask: “Gotta flat 
tire, bub?” He looked about 
and there was nobody there. 
He shrugged and thought it was 
the heat. The voice repeated 
the question: “Gotta flat tire, 
mister, huh?” There was a tired 
old horse leaning against the 
fence. The man thought: “It 
can’t be, but I’d better find out.” 
So he answered the horse and 


the horse answered him, and 
they settled down to a long 
chat. He told the horse how he 


had fought through the war and 
had raced midget cars before 
the war, and didn’t know what 
to do now that he had been re- 
leased from the Army. And the 
horse told him that he was out 
in pasture all the time now, but 
that, among other things, he had 
won the Kentucky. Derby back 
in 1932. 

When the man had the tire 
repaired, he and the horse bid 
each other good-bye and the 
man drive off. A quarter of a 
mile down the road, he saw an 
old farmer sitting under a tree. 
He stopped his car and talked 
with the farmer, asking him if 
he owned the horse. “Yep, I 
shore do,” replied the old one, 
“You want to sell him?” queried 
the veteran. The old farmer 
began to laugh and _ laugh. 


“What're you laughing at?” the 
young fellow :-ked. “Hee, hee,” 
giggled the farmer, “You got 


took in on that Derby story, too, 
didn’t yah?” Betty Hutton. 





——— 





Pitching Horseshoes 


; a= By Billy. Rose 











I see where Walter Damrosch and a group of artists have issued a state. 
ment on behalf of Kirsten Flagstad. They say we shouldn't concern our. 
selves with the politics of the lady with the soprano voice and baritone 
shoulders. Judge the Madame by her throat, not her vote, says the com. 
mittee. 

Well, I think that’s’a divine idea! 

And while we’re exempting talent from the responsibilities of citizen. 
ship, let’s not be picky. For instance, there's a gifted banker over there 
named Hjalmar Schacht. Why not bring thig,wizard over to run our 
Chase National Bank? He’s not a bad fellow. He was acquitted at Nu- 
remberg, and, like Mme. Flagstad, has been frank enough to tell us he 
never really got fond of the Nazis. That’s fair enough. And reme mber, 
never once did he personally turn a valve in a concentration camp gas 
chamber. By all means, let’s have him. 

And what’s wrong with that talented businessman, Axel Wenner-Gren? 
Like Mme. F.’s Quisling husband, he is reputed to have picked up a few 


odd millions playing store with Der Schoener Adolf. So what? The war 
is over. Let’s be big about it. Wenner-Gren can plunk down fifty million 
‘if he likes a deal. Why not let him plunk it? It'll put plenty of people 
to work. Live and let live, I always say. ’ E 
And speaking of talent, what's wrong with Sascha Guitry? ~ Fine play- 


wright. Fine actor. What if Sascha did get on the radio and tell the 
French to relax and enjoy the occupation? How long are you going to 
hold that against him? He’s an artist, isn’t he? And Art has its privileges, 
hasa’t it? What if his German buddies shot 50 hostages a day? The 
widows of those hostages should remember there are many Frenchmen, 
but few Guitrys. By all means, let’s have him. He’s a big name. The 
gentlemen handling Flagstad’s business can get him lots of bookings around 
the country. 

And how about poor Furtwangler, 


the symphonic conductor? 
he did slip in the 


What if 
“Horst Wessel Song” 


occasionally? It was only a re- 
quest number. He, personally, never stamped on a pianist’s fingers if the y 
didn’t form the Nazi salute fast enough. Besides, we need some new con- 
ductors. Isn’t it about time we brushed off that daffy old patriot, Tos- 


canini, who told the Duce to jump in Lake Como? 

And how about some good in-between conductors? Like, for instance, 
the fellow who led the 100-piece orchestra at the Auschwitz extermination 
camp. I hear he did a fine job. When they were shoveling living kids 
into the ovens, he played “The Blue Danube” with such gusto no one could 
hear the children scream. Surely there’s a job for him somewhere in this 
big country. Perhaps in some quaint little town where they have band 
concerts in the park Sunday afternoons. 

What's that commotion over in the corner? You want to be heard, 
you say? Certainly, lady, this is a democratic country. But make it snappy. 

You say artists eat, perspire, sleep, marry and vote like ordinary folks? 
You say nothing in our lawbooks permits a violinist to commit murder, 
throw rubbish in the streets, or cross against the lights? You say Flagstad 
took a run-out powder when we were in trouble, and no more rates a 
welcome mat than Putzi Hanfstaengel? ~ You say she sang for Hermann 
Goering, and should no more sing for us than Eva Braun should be mod- 
eling for John Powers? You say a singer can’t put down “Mcin Kampf,” 
pick up “Die Meistersinger,” and get away with it? You say Flagstad 
was disloyal to our way of life, and shouldn't be allowed to shrug it off 
with the wormy chestnut about Art being above politics? 

Well, my dear lady, I hope you feel better now that that’s off your chest. 
By the way, weren’t you one of those misguided pickets who paraded in 
front of Carnegie Hall when the Madame was singing? Ah, I thought so. 

To go on with what I was saying. Practically every country in Europe 
has writers, musicians, poets and painters who have been impolitely de- 
scribed as collaborationists. And many fine businessmen. Most of these 
talented people are as innocent as Mme. Flagstad. For some reason, their 
confused countries seem eager for them to exhibit their talents elsewhere. 

Well, I have a ducky idea. I think America should bring them all over. 
We'll have darling novels, darling concerts, darling poems and darling 
pictures. 

Of course, once they get together here, we may not have much of the 
old America left. But, after ail, is that so important? 

I ask you, is that so important? 
1947, 


(Copyright, By Billy Rose) 


Trend Away From War Themes Cues 
More Book Sales for Pix This Fall 


With an abnormally small number 
of books having been bought for 
filming since the end of the war, 
story editors are looking for a con- 
siderable pickup in the fall. Com- 
plaint has been general among them 
that the quality of the output during 
the past 18 months has been excep- 
tionally low, resulting in the few 
buys of screen rights. 

With the war getting far enough 
behind for most writers to have got 
at least one book on the conflict off 
their chests, story eds, studying fall 
lists, foresee a quantity of better 
thought out and more skillfully 





opening of the west, preceding the 
Lewis & Clark expedition. One 
thing making it attractive at the 
present time is that it could be shot 
outdoors on a relatively limited 
budget. On the other hand, it has no 
women characters except one Indian 
squaw and has no “heroic” male 
characters. 


20th’s Record Crop Of 
‘Outside’ Stars Under 
One-Picture Deals 





written tomes than was possible un- 
der the speed and strain of the war 
years. During the past year and a 
half most film companies have been 
buying only the volume necessary 
to keep their literary stockpiles to a 
minimum height. 


A certainty to be a best-seller, but 
in which none of the majors is show- 
ing any. interest, is Sinclair Lewis's 
new novel, “Kingsblood Royal.” It’s 
to be published at the end of this 
month and is a Literary Guild selec- 
tion. Subject matter has the top 
studios laying off, although it’s 
thought possible that some _ indie | 
might find it a usable property. It 
concerns a sedate and narrow- 
minded bank clerk in a small Min- 
nesota town, who discovers 
1/32d Negro. Rather than keep the 
fact to himself, he shouts it around 
resulting in a complete upset in his 
life and that of his family. 

Likely to attract the studios is 
“The Big Sky,” by A. B. Guthrie 
(Sloane Associates) which got un- 
usually good notices, emphasized by 





| front page reviews in both the N. Y. 
| Times and Herald Tribune Sunday 
It’s a story of the 


book sections. 


he is} 


Hollywood, May 2. 

More outside stars are currently 
tied up with 20th-Fox on one-pic- 
ture contracts than at any previous 
time in the studio's history. 

Deals include Olivia de Havilland 
for “Snake Pit”; Joan Crawford, 
| Henry Fonda and Dana Andrews, 

“Daisy Kenyon”; Joan Fontaine, 

“The Walls of Jericho”: George San- 
|ders, “Forever Am.oer”: Brian Don- 
llevy, “Kiss of Death”; Ethel Barry- 
|more, “Moss Rose”; Victor McLaglen, 
|“The Foxes of Harrow”; Randolph 
‘Scott, “Home, Sweet Homicide,” 
|Jennifer Jones, “The Dark Wood”; 
| John Hodiak, “Gentleman's Agree- 
|ment”; Joan Blondell, “Nightmare 
| Alley,” and Ida Lupino for one pic- 
ture, still unnamed. 


GALE PAGE’S COMEBACK 


Hollywood, May 6. 
| Gale Page broke her seven-year 
retirement for the second femme lead 
|in William Cagney’s “The Time of 
Your Life.” Her last chore was in 
Warners “Four Mothers,” in 1940 
Filming is at General Service, H. 
C. Poteter directing. 
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STARS’ COIN YEN CHOKES INDIES 

















Pommer’s ‘Kicking Around’ in H’'wood 
Said to Influence His German Pic Plans 


Behind 
permitting export of German pix 
into the United States and other 
countries—a move that has gener- 
ated almost worldwide resentment 
and anger—is considerable personal 
feeling. It's aimed by Hollywood at 
Erich Pommer and by Erich Pom- 
mer at Hollywood. 

Pommer is head of the German 
motion picture industry as an em- 
ployee of the Allied Military Gov- 
ernment. He was a widely known 
German producer until the advent 
of Hitler, when he turned to mak- 
ing pictures in France, England and 
then the U. S. His last activity in 
this country was as a producer for 
RKO 

Charge in American film circles 
is that Pommer volunteered to take | 
on the task of revitalizing the Ger- 
man industry in a mixture of per- 
sonal ambition and spleen—mostly 
spleen. It’s being said in Hollywood 
that -Pommer took something of a 
kicking around during his (years 
there—a kicking around that some 
admit may have been unfair—and 
that he’s now out to prove that al- 


the recent move toward + 


| ation. 


o 





Mex Tax Standoff 


Washington, May 6. 
State Department is sending a 
tax team to Mexico the later part 


of June to work out a treaty elim- 
inating double taxation and for the 
prevention of tax evasion. Because 
of the increasing number of show 
biz crossing the border in both di- 
rections these days, elimination of 
double taxation will be hailed as a 
boon, 

Meantime the Government is ask- 
ing all who have had tax problems 
with Mexico to turn in the informa- 
tion for the guidance of the dele- 


Mike Todd and U In 
Reported Schism 





most single-handed he can make the 
German industry a further 
to Hollywood’s world preeminence. 


If that is truly Pommer’s aim, it 
may be nipped before he is well 
under way, as result of a State Dept. 
decision to have no U. S. Govern- 
ment employees abroad who were 

(Continued on page 26) 


Rank Avers Korda, 
Like He, Doesn’t Want 
Tough British Quota 


London, May 8, 

Clearing up a fog of trade press 
allegations to the effect that 
Alexander Korda was pressing for 
an extreme British quota. law, J. 
Arthur, Rank, as prez of the British 
Film Producers Assn., declared in 
defense of his chief rival that there 
were no grounds for the charges 
and that he and Korda were in full 
agreement. Making the statement 
just before leaving London en route 
to America late last week, Rank said: 
“Sir Alexander Korda, as one of the 
members of the British Film Produc- 
ers Assn., is wholly in favor of the 
quota proposals of that association 
just as I am myself and every mem- 
ber of the association.” 





Korda said: “I am glad that Mr. 
Rank in his forthright statement 
made the position clear. The Cine- 
matograph Exhibitors Assn. 
trated an ill-tempered and unreason- 
able attack on me at their last 
general meeting. It was obviously 


thought that Mr. Rank was too strong | 


to be attacked so they made me the 
target of the attack and the arch 
villain of the .piece. The same ten- 
dency prevails also in the American 
film industry.” 





Roman Pines Plans Own 


H’ wood Indie for This Fall 


Hollywood, May 6. 
Roman Pines, Freneh film pro- 
ducer, will launch an indie produc- | 


tion 
fall 

Pines recently completed his first 
American chore as associate pro- 
ducer with Seymour Nebenzal on 
“Atlantis,” and sails for Europe to 


company in 


threat | tional are reportedly 


Sir | 


concen- | 


Hollywood next | 


Mike Todd and Universal-Interna- 
ready to call 
| quits on the deal by which Todd 
| went to the lot two years ago as a 
producer. Neither Nate Blumberg, 

U prexy, nor Todd, both of whom 
j are in New York, would confirm the 
split, but Todd indieated a decision 
may be forthcoming by the end of 
this week. 

Todd has made no pictures during 
his tenure and has reportedly hand- 
ed to the studio, for finaneial ad- 
vances, the three properties he took 





Demands of stars for “unreason- | 
ably high” salaries and percentage | 
participations—“solely to please their 
own vanities’—are forcing indie 
producers out of business. And 
where the filmmakers do hand the 
players the coin they demand, 
they’re “forced to cheat” on 
aspects of their pictures, causing a 
slide in the quality of indie output. | 

That's the charge leveled by two 
different producers during the past 
week, Both have important proper- 





Q.&A. on B.O. 


“The public is adjusting its 
buying but not the actors” is a 
common squawk by nitery man- 
agements, talent buyers, agents, 
and the like. 

On the other hand, the top 
draws, and their agents, point to 
the fact that in this day and age 
where the in-betweeners (be it 
pix, legit, niteries, etc.) don’t do 
business anyway, then the real 
draw is worth everything he or 
she can get—and more, 


ties, one a top-selling novel and one 
a former Broadway musical smash, 
which are stymied on going before 
the camera because of inability of 


which they consider will leave them 
a reasonable profit. 


The “middle 
medium b.o. 
of indie bitterness. Top 
names whose presence in 
more or less guarantees a profitable 
payoff are considered by the pro- 


players’—stars of 


marquee 





into the deal with him when he 
joined U. They are “Up in Central 
Park” and “Mexican Hayride,” mu- 
| sicals which he successfully pro- 
|}duced on Broadway, and “Great | 
| Son,” an Edna Ferber novel. 

Todd's status as a producer was | 


in the nature of an employee, with 
the deal calling for him to get a 
|salary, plus 50% of the profits on 
pix he produced. Difficulty in lining 
up talent for the properties he was 
to make kept him from getting them 
before the cameras and resulted in 
the disagreement with U. 








| Aleman Visit Spurs Mex 


Washington, 
Visit of Mexican prexy 


May 6. 
Aleman 





| American documentaries below the | 
border, with the Mexican interest 
|in us higher than ever before. 


State Department’s Office of In- 
ternational Information and Culture 
in Mexico has arranged showings of 
| films on Washington, New York, 
| West Point, TVA, the midwest, 
|}in various schools and exhibition | 
jhalls, throughout that country. 
| American Embassy is lending 44 
projectors for the educational cir- 
cuit. OIC explained: 

“Documentary films are shown in | 
179 towns throughout Mexico more 
than 2,000 times a month and 
seen by an audience averaging about 
1,500.000 persons a month. These 
films tell the story of American agri- 
culture and industry. the fundamen- 





tals of health and sanitation, and 
sometimes in a mixture of enter- 
|tainment with instruction, the hu- 


| man side of life in a small American 


ltown. The Mexican government 
|hopes eventually to instaN mo- | 
ition picture projectors in schools 
throughout Mexico.” 


scout story properties in Paris, Lon- | 


don and Rome 
fornia, 


Maas Back Today 


for filming in Cali- 





_Johnston’s Anti-Red Co-op 
Washington, May 6 

Just before the House Un-Ameri- 

can Activities subcommittee left for 

Hollywood past weekend, Eric John- 


Irving Maas, v.p. and general | ston pledged cooperation of the por- 
manager of the Motion Picture Ex- tion of the industry he represents. 
port Assn.. who has been in Eng- Johnston conférred with Rep. J. 
land and on the Continent since | Parnell Thomas (R., N. J.), commit- 
March 30, returns to New York to- | tee chairman and assured Thomas he 
day (Wednesday). }could count on support of the 

Among his other activities abroad, | studios. One member of the sub- 
Maas has been active in the move|committee, John McDowell (R., 


by .the American 


and State Dept. to withdraw their 


approval of export of German-made | 


films. 


dustry to force | 
the American Military Government | 


ra.), 
vestigating fascist influences in this 


' country. McDowell expects to look 
into that situation while on the 
Coast. 


Interest in U.S. Films. 


ito the U. S. is hypoing screening of 


Commenting on Rank’s statement, | 


etc., | 


are | 


> . I és 
also heads a subcommittee in- | 


ducers as more closely approximat- 
ing in value the prices they de- 
i}mand and worth waiting for. 
It was pointed out by one of the 
|flmmakers that a femme “middle 
(Continued on page 10) 


PAT CASEY COOL ON 
H’WOOD LABOR PEACE 


No peace on the Hollywood labor | 
horizon is seen by Pat Casey, labor | 
eontact for the producers, who ar- 
rived in New York from the Coast 
|last Friday (2). He'll remain east 
about two weeks on what he termed 
“strictly personal business.” 

Casey said the move toward end- 
| ing the eight-month old studio strike 
i that was taken in huddles by the 
| producers with the Carpenters and 

Painters unions two weeks ago has 
| failed to jell. Fact that there was 








‘only one meeting with each of the | 


|two unions, he said, could be taken 


(Continued on page : st) 


other | 


ee Oe en ee 


the producers to make player deals | 


value—bear the brunt} 


a ‘film | 





CANT MEET HIPH ‘Film Attendance Down in First 17 Wks. 
PAY. % DEMANDS Of °47 But Income Not Too Affected 


Because of Upped B.0.; Foreign Status 


* 





Le Roy Megs Gable 


Hollywood, May 6. 

| Mervyn LeRoy will direct the 
| high budget production, “The Home- 
coming of Ulysses,” authored ex- 
pressly for Clark Gable by Sidney 
Kingsley. 

Paul Osborne is transforming the 
yarn into a screenplay which goes 
into work in September, following 
the release of the recently completed 
Gable starrer, “The Hucksters.”’ 


UA May Eliminate 
New Prexy Idea 


statement on United 
Artists policy is to be issued within 
10 days, it was learned following a 
meeting yesterday (Tuesday) of the 


Important 





company’s owners and their at- 
itorneys in New York. Announce- 
} ‘ " . . ‘ 

;ment, it .is believed, will either be 


the name of the new prexy, if nego- 


|tiations in that direction are suc- 
cessful, or of an internal realign- | 
iment perhaps eliminating tempor- 


|arily, at least, the idea of a new prez 
|for the company. 

Huddling yesterday were owners 
|Charles Chaplin and Mary Pickford 
and their attorneys, Charles 
i Schwartz and Arnold Grant, respec- 
itively. Chaplin and Miss Pickford 
| decided to return to the Coast, leav- 
ing Schwartz and Grant to carry out 
\the blueprint that was laid out at 
the meeting. It was decided that a 
|definite move one way or the other 
|must be made quickly and if nego- 
| tiations for a prexy can’t be con- 
summated satisfactorily, the realign- 
|ment is to be put into effect. 

| Chaplin left for the Coast last 
inight (Tuesday) and Miss Pickford 
leaves tonight (Wednesday), 


Acad. Making Photo 
Display of Oscar Derby 


Hollywood, May 6. 

Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences is turning out a photo- 
graphic display of this year’s Oscar 
Derby for exhibition in the Library 
| of Congress in Washington, and sub- 
i'sequent showing throughout the 
| country. 

Exhibit contains shots of all the 
winners, together with 
the top productions of 1946. 








National Boxoffice Survey 


Rain, Mild Product Dampen Biz—‘Egg,’ 
‘Macomber,’ 


‘Daughter,’ 


| 

| 

| A 

| Continued rain in many sections 
of country and lightweight product 
are being blamed for downbeat this 

| 


session. Despite adverse factors 
majority of stronger pictures are not 
| doing badly, but the eastern keys 


will be glad to dry out after almost 
a week of downpours. 


“Egg and I’ (U) moves up to 
|take the leadership of top 10 
| grossers over the country in cur- 


l|rent stanza. Fact that it opened in 
San 
and held up well at $128.000 at N. Y 
Music Hall naturally is helping the 
picture's showing. In the four othe 

‘key spots where playing, film is 
n its fifth weeks or moveover 


“Best Years” (RKO) is taking 
second money and “Farmer's 
Daughter” (RKO), third spot amon 


the leaders. Others in order of biz 
done and playdates are “Macomber 
Affair’ (UA), “Yearling” (M-G), 
“Sea of Grass’ (M-G), “Calcutta” 
(Par), “Happened in Brooklyn” 
(M-G), “Stallion Road” (WB) and 
Smash-Up” (U). 

“Daughter” is currently measuring 
j up to initial promise shown on its 
preem playdate in N. Y. where now 
in seventh week and 


— 


Francisco with a record $34,000 | 


still showing | 


‘Years,’ 
‘Yearling’ Pace Top 10 


profit. Another newcomer. 
gte Hall” (UA), battled rainy 
weather in N. Y. to make a strong 
showing at Winter Garden and Park 
Avenue where opened day-date 
“Love and Learn” (WB) 
bit disappointing on two 
|playdates. “Late George 
(20th) also slipped badly this 
“Odd Man Out” (U), 
only two spots thus far, 
well when it gets out on release 
“Angel and Badman” (Rep), while 
not in first weeks in any key cov- 
ered Variety, is adding addi- 
tional coin to its staunch 
on second weeks currently 
of Noon” (Par) 


is showing it’s 


Apley” 
week. 
although in 
hints doing 


by 


“Blaze 
two dates again 
fire just 
Warners’ combo 

“Sea Wolf” is 
parade this frame. 
well in second L. A 


Oo! 
no ball of 
as it did in N. Y. 

“Sea Hawk” and 
| pacing the reissue 
even holding 


S@SSIONS, 


ol 


“Ramrod” tUA), which 
fare so badly in San Fran 
sturdy in Chicago. “Calendar 
‘Rep? heads for a fairls 
sion in Philly, backed by 


‘isco, is 
Girl 
good ses- 
a band 


(Complete Boxoffice Reports 
on Pages 14-15) 











layouts of | 


“Carne- 


looks a | 
initial | 


record | 


did not! 


attendance 
mild 
income is 


Sharp in 


against a 


drop 
rather 


as 
downward 


swing in theatre the 


standout point in a check of general 
business conditions among the Big 
Five for the first 17 weeks of 1947, 
ending April 30. Severe fall in Brit- 
ish rentals and a tremendous in- 
crease in coin derived from the rest 
of the world is another salient fac- 
tor shaping the income picture for 
the year. 

Theatre attendance is down any- 
where from 10% to 20%, depending 
on the company, although most are 
nearer the 10% figure. Income from 
the houses, however, is off only 
from zero to 5%. That’s because of 
upped admission prices from a year 
ago and because a considerable part 
of the decrease in attendance is 
among children, who go through the 
wickets at reduced fees. 

Film rentals received 
majors fail to fall into a pattern, 
hinging largely on the particular 
pix a distrib was offering during 
the 17-week stanza. Several compa- 
nies are up as much as 15% in 
rentals over the comparative period 
a year ago, while a number are off 
from 5% to 10°. Rentals per en- 

(Continued page 26) 
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Mention Jimmy Byrnes As 
Majors’ D.C. Mouthpiece 


Former Secretary of State James 
F. Byrnes may be called in to argue 
the motion picture anti-trust suit 
appeal before the Supreme Court on 
behalf of the defendant majors, ac- 
cording to scuttlebutt in some Jus- 
tice Department circles. Byrnes is 
also a former Associate Justice of 
the High Court. 


Only recently he tied up with the 
D.C. law firm of Hogan & Hartson, 


and might make an ideal man to tell 
the side of the big film firms toehis 
ex-colleagues on the bench. He is 
known as a smooth pleader, and his 
ability and background certainly 
recommend him to spearhead for 
the majors. Byrnes resigned the 
State Department portfolio a couple 
of months back to protect his health. 
He has been resting ever since, but 
































now is getting back into active 
work. 
1 
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Seay 


Blasts ‘Planned’ Film Ideas, 


Cites Need for Screen to ‘Grow Up 





The surefire boxoffice psychology + 


in planning film ideas and the “this 
will kill them” approach in culling 
pix themes were riddled unmerci- 
fully this week by Dore Schary, 
RKO's executive veepee in charge 
of production, In New York on some 
fast huddles with company biggies, 
Schary put in his oar for significant 
films. “I think the screen has to 
grow up and develop a point of view 
on things,” the RKOer averred. “If 
an art is solely escapism, it dies.” 

“We working at 
when we're not so certain of the 
results,” Schary declared. All-out 
for fresh film material, he added, “I 
would much rather that RKO cut 
the pattern and others followed.” 
Bs, for instance, He said, should be 
ysed more experimentally with the 
idea of developing young directors, 
writers and personalities. 


Barring no holds, Schary even 
took a solid swipe at “Born to Kill,” 
RKO pic which opened this week at 
the Palace «(N. Y.) to a chorus of 
critical boos. “That kind of low key 
picture is doomed,” he said flatly. 
“Films are reflected in what the 
public wants. This is a period of 
rejection for violent subjects. What's 
wanted is a little more sweetness and 
light. Therefore, we don’t intend 
using arbitrary violence in the fu- 
ture—rather, we'll restrict it to 
where it’s necessary to the theme.” 

Scripters’ complaints that censor- 
ship regulations barred them from 
writing strong, fresh material “an- 
moyed” him, Schary said. “That 

(Continued on page 29) 


Record Entry List For 


must be times 


Par Pards in Coast Meet 


Hollywood, May 6. 

Five days of meetings between 
Paramount home office execs and 
theatre partners started Monday (5) 
night at Arrowhead Hot Springs, 
with Leonard Goldenson, veepee in 
charge of theatre operations, pre- 
siding. 

Operation of theatres under con- 
isent decree will be principal topic 
ito be discussed, as well as problems 
|resulting from postwar conditions, 


See Film Labor 
Costs at Peak 


Major company labor reps recent- 











pressed beliefs of union leaders that 
|studio and exchange wage scales 
ihave reached their peak, The cur- 
|rent fanfare over the inflated living 
icosts is having its .effect on the | 
| Coast, it’s said, and labor biggies be- 
ilieve there’ll be no further move- 
‘ment to up salaries providing prices 
|on commodities hold to their pres- 
lent level or recede. 

“Naturally, it’s the job of union 
leaders to jack as much as possible 
out of a company and they’ll try to 
do so,” one company spokesman said. 
“But they’re privately convinced, 
and they’ve indicated so to me, that 
it will be unpolitic to seek higher 
pay if prices rise no further. On 
that basis, if President Truman’s 





Belgium Film Festival; 
Many U.S. Stars Going 


Brussels, April 29. 

With actual competition in Bel- 
gium’s Film Festival scheduled to 
@et underway on June 8 for a 19- 
day period, scores of entries are 
rolling in and it appears that film 
companies throughout the world will 
be well represented. Meanwhile it’s 
reported here that Eric Johnston, 
head of U. S. Motion Picture Assn. 
and Gerald Mayer, its foreign chief, 
not only will be here but are re- 
doubling their efforts to bring Holly- 
wood’s top stars over. 

After three days of deliberation 
the winners will be announced on 
June 30. ; 

Only shorts will be presented by 
the Duich film combine because its 
studios were destroyed by the Nazis. 
U. S. will also have a flock of shorts 
since some 300 American cartoons 
are slated to be exhibited at the 
“Cercle Gaulois.” 

French entries are to be picked by 
@ ooard early in May. However, it’s 
reported that France will send Rene 
Clair’s “Silence Is Gold,” “The Devil 
and the Flesh” and “Copie Con- 
forme.” British Film Producers 
Assn. is submitting “Odd Man Out” 
(Two: Cities-Carol Reed), “Great 
Expectations” (Cineguild - David 
Leen), “A Matter of Life and Death” 
(Archers) and Aussie-made 
Overlanders” ‘(Ealing Studios). 

Other foreign films include Swe- 
den’s “Rotagg” (Mattson), Switzer- 
land's “The Reign of Matto” (Lindt- 
berg) and “Citizen and Peasant,” an 
educational by Frarz Schnyder! Ar- 

(Continued on page 31) 


‘Henry V’ Took $1,100,000 
So Far in U.S. and Cana 


“Henry V's” record 47-week run 
in New York, which ended Saturday 
(3), turned in a net of $310,000. Of 
that, $190,000 was garnered in the 
12-week stand at the City Centre 
and $120,000 in the 35-week move- 
over to the John Golden theatre. 
J. Arthur Rank Technicolor epic 
has amassed a_ total income of 
$1,100,000 in its U. S. and Canadian 
en“agements. 

Since United Artists, the distribs, 
have in every case leased theatres on 
a four-walls basis, above figures are 
the net to the company. Already 
subtracted is the rent of the houses, 
advertising and salaries of theatre 
employes. Thovre charges amounted 
to about $6,500 a week in New York. 
Of that, the ad budget was $1,400 a 
week. 

Rank’s income from the U. S. and 
Canadian distribution so far is about 
$775,000, UA taking out approxi- 
mately 25°. of the total return as 
its distribution fee. 


“The | 


present move is successful, I think 
Wwe can say that pictures have 
reached their peak expense and 
won't go any higher.” 


Film Labor’s Hourly 
Wages at New High 


Hollywood, May 6. 

Average weekly earnings of 
hourly workers in motion picture 
production increased by $13.56 over 
March, 1946, according to the latest 
California labor statistics bulletin. 
For March just past, workers’ aver- 
age weekly check was $93.34, com- 
pared to $79.78 a year ago. Take 
also was a gain over February, 
when yweekly pay averaged $91.41. 

Workers put in an average of 41.3 
hours weekly at average of $2.25 
an hour during March. This com- 
pares with 40.4 hours at $2.24. in 
February, and 42.7 hours at $1.84 in 
March, 1941. 


BALK AT 70% AND 607, 
FOR ‘BEST YRS.’, ‘DUEL’ 


Minneapolis, May 6. 

Despite the fact that in its Twin 
City first-runs “Best Years of Our 
Lives” has been chalking up sen- 
sational business, local indies refuse 
to make deals for it at 70%. “Duel 
|}in the Sun,” not released in the 
, territory yet, is being sold at 60% 
}and the combines declare they won't 
| buy it at that price. Minnesota 








| 
ly on the coast report privately-ex- 
} 














“ 
GEORGE GIVOT 
Jose in Variety said: “George 
Givot still does the Greek ambassa- 
dor bit for hearty results. There's 
many hearty laughs in his banter 
and he finales with singing which 
registers well.” 
Theatre Direction 


Kids’ Picket Line 
Cuts Admission 











Vancouver, May 6. 

Prices for students at the 330-seat 
Roxy in Port Alberni, British Co- 
lumbia, returned to 24¢ after a tab 
hike to 50c caused local kids to 
throw a picket line around the 
house. Port Alberni, which has a 
population of 9,000, is a boomtown 
located on the west coast of Van- 
couver island. Theatre is owned by 
Famous. Players-Canadian. 

Bobbysoxers also ~ picketed the 
449-seat Vanisle theatre at Camp- 
bell river and held the audience 
down to six lonely adults. Theatre, 
which is owned and operated by 
E. W. Bickle, prominent island busi- 
nessman, was picketed by kids de- 
manding reduction of admission 
scales from six bits for both chil- 
dren and adults to 50c for adults 
and 30c for children. Before the 
picket lines went around the the- 
atre, six persons had entered, but 
thereafter no one entered, These 
strikes are following upon the kids’ 
recent boycott against raising choco- 
late bars from 6c to 8c, 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Judith Anderson 
Richard Basehart 
John Beck, Jr. 
Sidney Bernstein 
Johnny Burke 
Wendell Corey 
Laraine Day 
William Eythe 
Geraldine Fitzgerald 
Bernard Goodwin 
Jane Greer 
Mitchell Hamilburg 
Don W. Haymes 
Alfred Hitchcock 
Carroll Hollister 
Arthur Krim 

Burt Lancaster 








|Amus. Co. (Paramount) and a num- 
jber of independents outside the 
| combines, however, have bought all 
i eee pictures. 

Local independent exhibitors, not 
{members of Independent Theatre 
| Associates, have been grabbing up 
| “Jolson Story,” at 35%, at its first 
|availability and have done landof- 
fice business. “Best Years” is in the 
|eighth week here and third week in 
St. Paul of its downtown first-runs, 


‘Hughes Switching Tag On 
‘Diddlebock’ to Help B.0. 


Weak grosses registered in pre- 
release engagements by the Harold 
Lloyd starrer, “Sin of Harold Did- 
dlebock,” has resulted in a decision 
by producer Howard Hughes to 
switch the title. New label has not 
been set yet and United Artists, the 
distrib, is taking no further dates 
until a decision is reached. 
| Pic has played in Miami, Portland, 
| Seattle and a few other towns with 
| consistently disappointing results. 
| It’s the first film Lloyd has made in 
|seven years and was produced, di- 

rected and written by Preston 
| Sturges for California Pictures, in 
| which he was formerly partnered 
with Hughes. 








Chuck Lowry 

| Steve Mason 
James Melton 
Harold Orlob 
Maria Palmer 
Jack Parr 
Johnny Pransky 
Rudy Rudolph 
Arthur Sachson 
Nicholas M. Schenck 
Bernard Schubert 
Martha Tilton 

| Richard Walsh 
John Wildberg 
Charles Woramm 
Harry Wright 





N. Y. to Europe 
| George Choos 

E. Y. Harburg 

Val Parnell 

Phil Reisman 

Richard de Rochemont 

Lee Shubert 

Jack Votion 

Robert Wolff 





Europe to N. Y. 
Cecil Barker 
John Davis 
Helena Bliss 
Irving Maas 
James VY. Pattinson 
J. Arthur Rank 
Casey Robinson 





From 50c to 24c 


« 


From Past Hits: 


May Become Series 





» e 
Selwyn Ankling Ent 
Hollywood, May 8. 
William E. Selwyn, talent director 
at Enterprise since that company 
was organized, arranged a cancella- 
tion of his contract and will an- 
nounce a new affiliation shortly. 
During his regime at Enterprise 
Selwyn rounded up Hazel Brooks, 
William Conrad, Canada Lee and 
Joseph Pevney, among others, 


Canada, Instead, 
Upping Scales 


While talk in the United States 
is of cutting admission prices, trend 
in Canada is toward raising them, 
according to Joe Franklin, partner 
in the Franklin & Hershorn circuit, 
which operates seven houses in the 
Maritime Provinces. Exhib and 
wife are in New York this week on 
a trek from Florida to their home 
in Canada. 

Franklin said most Canadian op- 
lerators had raised prices a nickel 
or a dime during 
months, following expiration of the 
Price Control Act. Scales*had been 
previously frozen at 1939 depression 
levels. Franklin pointed out that 
he had been getting only 47c, of 
which 30% (14c) was taxes, at a 
first-run deluxer in his chain. 

“There have been no complaints 
from the public and no adverse ac- 
tion at the boxoffice as a result of 
the increase,” Franklin stated. “We 
consider that fortunate because most 
exhibitors have been anxious to 
make the increases, among othe: 
reasons, because they fear a reces- 
sion which will force scale cuts and 
they want to be at a _ reasonable 

(Continued on page 29) 


N.Y. Astor’s Admish Cut 
Spurts Goldwyn’s ‘Years’ 


Steep jump in b.o. returns on 
“Best Years of Our Lives” at the 
Astor, N. Y., over last weekend, as 
result of an admish cut, has led ithe 
Samuel Goldwyn forces to also slash 
the weekday scale. It goes down to- 
day (Wednesday) from a $1.80 eve- 
ning top to $1.50. Saturday-Sunday 
prices were cut over the past week- 
end from $2.40 peak to $1.80. 


With the film now in its 24th week 
in the Broadway house, results of 
the weekend slash were considered 
phenomenal. Pic did $5,891 this past 
Saturday as against $5,534 the pre- 
vious week. On Sunday it racked 
up $5,639 in contrast to $5,068 the 
week before. 


Cut also brings Astor prices more 
nearly in line with “Years” scales 
throughout the country. All 
contracts call for $1.20 tops. Some 
spots which started before this new 








ting higher fees. There’s a possibility 
that one of these, the Chicago en- 
gagement at the Woods theatre, may 
be brought into line a bit more. The 
$1.80 weekend scale would be re- 
duced to $1.50 and weekdays from 
$1.50 to $1.20. 

“Years” has shown tremendous 
holdover power in all its runs and 
undoubtedly will be 1947's 


ters its 25th week. 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Walter Batchelor 
Barney Balaban 
Eddie Cantor 
Charles Chaplin 
Jack Cohn 
Harry Foster 
John Garfield 
Bob Goldstein 
Martin Gosch 
Hal Horne 
George Jessel 
Ann Miller 

Alec Moss 
Donald Nelson 
Mary Pickford 
Monte Proser 
Loren L. Ryder 
Arthur Schwartz 
Jules C. Stein 
Howard Strickling 
Martin Wagner 
Lew Wasserman 





Ed Weisl 


his | 


the past three | 


new | 


policy went into effect are still get- | 


top | 
grosser. It breaks the Astor’s long- | 
run record Friday (9) when it en- | 


+ Novel method of film production 

involving the integration of clips 
from some of Metro's top films of 
the past into a streamlined 60. 
minute feature, was preemed before 
the delegates at Metro’s sales meet in 
New York last week by M-G star 
George Murphy, who originated the 
idea. Film reportedly was favorably 
received by the sales staff but was 
taken back to the Coast by Murphy 
for further revisions. , 


Film clips were tied together by 
a running commentary by Murphy, 
with a finished product similar to 
the film of past Academy Award 
winners which was screened at the 
last Academy Award dinner. Mur- 
phy’s narration, however, may be 
replaced by a spiced-up commentary 
by Jimmy Durante. In addition, Mur- 
phy may eliminate some of the se- 
quences from several Marx Bros. 
and Laurel & Hardy pictures in 
favor of more serious stuff. 

Film will probably be limited in 
bookings to dual bill theatres be- 
cause of its comparatively short 
| running time. If it meets with audi- 
ence approval, the possibilities of a 
series of such features are believed 
|to be limitless, since any company 
| would be able to draw on its entire 
| library of old products. Idea is be- 
jlieved to be an outgrowth of the 
excellent grosses currently being 
|rung up by reissues in some situa- 
|.tions. Most of these are now limited 
either to costume pieces or com- 
paratively modern pix but, with 
only brief sequences of older fea- 
tures, almost any footage could be 
| used, 


Interstate’s 90-Mins. Of 
Shorts Clicks; Second 
‘Mirth of Nation’ Set 


Hollywood, May 6 

Interstate Theatres, controlling 160 
houses in Texas and New Mexico, 
recently tried out a 90-minute pro- 
gram made up of nine shorts from 
different studios, and is readying a 
second show along the same lines. 
Debbs Reynolds, chief of Interstate’s 
short subjects department, is cur- 
rently in Hollywood lining up nine 
more briefies to be shown ‘under the 
title, “Second Mirth of a Nation.” 

Program, tied together with a 
narration by Mel Blanc, will consist 
of Metro’s “Hound Hunters” and 
“Cat Concerto;” Warners’ “Birth of 
a Notion,” “So You're Going to be a 
Father,” “A Boy and His Dog” and 
“Facing Your Danger;” and Uni- 
versal-International’s “Cookoo Bird,” 
“Jitterumba” and “Let's Sing College 
Songs.” 


Loew’s Playing Medley 
Of Old Crosby Shorts 


| With “Road to Hollywood,” a col- 
llection of old Bing Crosby shorts 
tied together in a feature-length pic, 
hitting 17 Loew’s houses day-and- 
date today (Wed.) as tail-ender to 
Metro’s “Boomtown,” producers Rob- 
ert Savini and Bud Pollard claim 
they’re well on the way to running 
an investment of $20,000 into hun- 
|dreds of thousands. What's more. 
with the recipe clicking to the tune 
of solid circuit bookings, Savini- 
Pollard combo are currently work- 
ing on a followup, tagged “It Pays 
|}to Be Funny,’ which glues togeiler 























} 
| 


‘ancient briefies of Milton Berle. Bert 
| Lahr, Willie Howard and Bob Hope. 

“Road” and its ilk stem from a 
jackpot bid which Savini made some 
five years ago at a bankruptcy sale 
of Educational Pictures’ celluloid. 
With Educational on the rocks, the 
Federal court sold hundreds of 
shorts, most of which found their 
way into Savini’s hands. Intended 
for 16m use, they were converted 
into features with Pollard, prez of 
the Screen Directors Guild, eastern 
chapter, handling new material ade- 
ed to the shorts. 

Savini and Pollard plan to mine 
their stock of Educationals for four 
features yearly. They have on hand 
the early screen efforts of a num- 
ber of top stars, including Betty 
Grable, Cornel Wilde, Jack Benny 
j}and the late W. C. Fields. Follow- 
ling “It Pays to Be Funny,” they !! 
| tacts together a Grable opus which 
| will be labeled “Stairway to Holly- 
| wood.” 
| Duo, moreover, claim there's un- 
jlimited room for expansion since 
| many old pix companies have fold- 

(Continued on page 31) 
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Wednesday, May 7, ‘1947 


* 


about the big new Bouncing Ball song series 
and the whole new streamlined line-up of 


Paramount 


Shorts 


FOR 1947-748 
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6 VARIETY Wednesday, May 7, 1947 t- 


MORE CARTOONS—24 IN AL 
—AND ALL IN TECHNICOLOR® 





Paramount. 


Increases the supply of its 
leading audience favorites... 


Adds an important zew color- 
cartoon series... 


Strips down the number of series 
for the most concentrated values 
ever, in its... 


64 
New-Season 


Shorts | 






- Cartoons 


Yes, 8 instead of 6 because showmen can’t get 
enough of the Strong Man of ticket-selling 
laughter. 








we 
. 





Ea Maintaining the recently announced increase 

bs in number of releases from 6 to 8, because of 

their overwhelming public acceptance. The 

series that “discovered” The Bouncing Ball 
and introduced other novelties. 


“All Produced by Famous Studios 
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L REPEAT ORDER OF THESE. |) THE:3 JERRY FAIRBANKS 


SERIES. CONTINUED 
PA BY POPULAR DEMAND 





Musical Parade Speaking of 
Featurettes | Animals 


at IN TECHNICOLOR Honored twice with Academy Awards, they 





gj 00 Made like features, cast like features with real have highlighted with fun and interest every 
the” marquee star-names. Scored like features with show they've played. 
yyernce | real hit music. 4 ye | 
cree Produced by Harry Gray ‘ 
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Popular Science 


IN MAGNACOLOR 











6 | : : Dramatizing the headlines of science in the 
ret . P terms of every-day living, these fine Shorts as- 
ng aramoO unt sure program diversity and high-level audience 

: interest. 


im Pacemakers . 


A new series that has made good. So original 
that these were the first shorts ever picture- 
featured by “‘Life’” Magazine. 
























: 
> IIx | GRANTLAND ®& [| — f 
# | RICE Sod ol [J | 
< | Sy Spores’? Wig | Occupations : 
O Produced by Jack Eaton iv] : | | 
he The 27th year of America’s > IN MAGNACOLOR , i 
all unchallenged leader in its field. §; f Your patrons meet such interesting people, 
And its field is America’s most 7 = doing such fascinating things that this series ; 

popular topic— sports. has been audience-acclaimed for 10 years. 
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AND SING OUT 


THE BIGGEST NEWS OF ALL... 


Paramount 


News 


THE EYES AND EARS 
OF THE WORLD 








Newsreels are not all alike because today no 
other newsreel is like Paramount News. Un- 
rivalled in coverage, unique in editing slants, 
it scoops all competitors time after time. Your 
patrons are missing something if you don’t 
show Paramount News! 


It takes your audience everywhere — shows. 
them more — shows it more dramatically. Its 
best-on-film reporting. points up every event 
from human interest items to world-shaking 
headlines. You'll find everything important 
to the public presented more importantly in 
its 104 issues a year. 
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AND HERE'S A BRAND NEW 
PROGRAMMING IDEA. 


The Paramount 
Shorts Package 


A Paramount-pioneered innovation 
already popular with exhibitors as 2nd 
feature substitutes, program balancers or 
holiday, midnight, and kiddies’ specials. 
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The Boxofhce Will Sing With 


64 Shorts 


42 In Color — In 9 Series 
Plus Paramount News 
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NO POT 0°G0 


Working Out Final Details in Par’s 
Takeover of Liberty; 0'Shea’s Pact 


7’ 





Deal by whtch Liberty Pictures’ 
Sam Briskin, Frank Capra and Wil- 
liam Wyler go over to Paramount 
in purchase by that company of 
Liberty’s contracts and assets is ex- 
pected to be ratified this week. 
Move has given rise to some specu- 
lation in the trade as to the role 
Briskin will have at Par, inasmuch 
as his duties im.the nast have always 
been on the business and studio 
operational side of production. 

Two alternatives are said to exist. 
One is that he will become an exec- 
utive aide to Par production topper 
Henry Ginsberg, relieving him of 
many duties of studio operation. 
Other is that Briskin will continue 
to be associated with 
Wyler, acting as exec producer on 
the pix they make. Par has given 
no inkling yet as to which of ee 
chores Briskin will assume, 
though aide to Ginsberg is 
likely. 

Another decision will have to be 
made regarding Edward K. (Ted) 
O'Shea, Liberty distribution 
He has a five-year contract with 
Liberty, of which less than one year 
has expired. Unless an arrangement 

(Continued on page 31) 


‘Madman’ Muntz & Pard 
Motor in on Indie Pic 
Prod. at Audio Studios 


Hoilywood, May 6. 
Earl “Madman” Muntz is going | 
into film production, in partnership | 
with Mike Shore. Automotive sales. | 
man and Shore on Saturday (3) con- 


cluded purchase and lease negotia- | 


tions for Audio Pictures Studios. 


Setup is incorporated as Muntz-Shore | 


Productions and will produce fea- 
tures, shorts and 16mm commercials, 
besides renting space to indies. 

Studio is being renovated, pro- 
duction expected to start May 30. 

Duo has signed a releasing deal 
with Screen Guild for four low- 
budget pix, including John Bright's 
“Glass House,” Sam Locke’s “Crisis 
of Dirk Diamond,” Frank Albertson 
and Brenda Joyce play leads in “Dia- 
mond.” Audio’s accumulated story 
properties were taken over by 
Muntz-Shore also. Audio’s toppers, 
Ferenz Fodor, prez, and Lou Brandt, 
production manager, stay on in an’ 
operational capacity. 

Move on Muntz’s part is outgrowth 
of his tie with Kaiser-Frazer to pro- | 
duce schedule of K-F sales and train- 
ing films. 

Audio Studio was originally built 
in 1918 by Norma Talmadge and 
housed early 
silent drama syndicate. 





Presidential Citations To 


Richards, Wilby, Fabian | 


Patamount partners Ernest V. 


Richards and Robert B. Wilby, and | 


Si Fabian, prez of American The- | 
atres Assn. and head of the Fabian | 
circuit, have been decorated with | 
Presidential certificates of Merit for 
their handling of the War Activities | 
Committee. Presentations were made | 
last week to the trio by Under- | 
Secretary of the Navy John L. Sul- | 
livan. 

Laurels went to Richards for his 
part in conceiving and aiding 
WAC; to Wilby for his services as | 
chairman of the WAC’s program | 
committee: and to Fabian, as chair- 
man of the theatres division of the 
org. 





Wasserman, Stein West 

Chased back to the Coast by a 
combination of cold and the inor- 
dinately inclement weather in New 
York, Lew Wasserman is leaving 
today (Wed.) for Hollywood. The 
MCA prexy is due back east in a 
couple of weeks as is MCA board 


chairman Jules C. Stein, who has | 


been in New York several weeks, 
chiefly in connection with winding 
up the Paramount-Liberty Pictures 
merger, 

Stein flew to the Coast Monday 
(5) and his wife, Doris, follows in a 
week after a Washington  stop- 
Over with friends. 


Capra and | 


more | 


chief. | 


productions of her) 


the | 


a 


$300,000 Commission 


One of the fanciest agent's 
commissions in history, perhaps 
the tops on any single deal, is 
the $300,000 which Music Corp. 
of America will realize from the 
Liberty Pictures’ sale to Para- 
mount. Payment was in stock, 
totaling some $3,000,000. 

Jules C. Stein and Lew Was- 
serman, board chairman and 
prexy of MCA, handled the Lib- 
erty package whereby Frank 
Capra, William Wyler and Sam 
Briskin get Par employment 
contracts. George Stevens alone 
decided to remain inde *pende nt 


- Mirisch-Kings 
Expansion Set 











Long-term deal is being negotiated 
by Harold Mirisch, former RKO film 
| buyer, with the King Bros., by which 
| he'll become partner with ‘them in 
their indie production unit. They 





| unit, it will begin distribution via 
— higher-budget subsid, Allied 
Artists. 

Mirisch tieup is understood to be 
for 18 pictures. He'll handle the 
| business end, particularly distribu- 
tion. He’s also going to make his 
home in Hollywood and has put up 
for sale his large Miami estate. 

King’s 4 Tep Budgeters 
Hollywood, May 6. 

King Bros. closed a deal to pro- 
duce four pictures, each budgeted at 
| $1,000,000, for Allied Artists release. 
| Pictures are “Gun Crazy,” au- 
thored by MacKinlay Kantor, who 

(Continued on page 31) 


HIRLIMAN LOOKS SET TO 





With all major assets but 35 Hopa- 
long Cassidy westerns disposed of 
by International Theatre & Televi- 
‘sion Corp. and Film-Tel, Inc., it now 
| appears likely that University, RKO 
| and Samuel Goldwyn will be fully 
| paid the approximately $200,000 
owed them and other creditors by 
|the two outfits. Companies, of 
| which George Hirliman is prez, have 
been in reorganization under the 
bankruptcy laws since last July. 





| by the Continental Bank and part 
| of those held by Standard Factors, 
iInc. Latter have to be paid off be- 


fore other creditors can participate, | ; 
Mae - | to write screenplay . 

( | 
but it is figured the Hopalongs (35m | vens, who taught Douglas Fairbanks, 


do it and leave some money 
over for the stockholders besides. 
| Westerns have been estimated to be 
| worth $40,000 each for reissue rights 
| for three years, which would give 
them a total value of $1,400,000. 


will 


PAY OFF FOR REISSUES 


Already cleaned up are liens held | 


+. 


MANY PROBLEMS 


PRECLUDE PROFIT 





| every 


| 


' 
abroad. 
only 


have been releasing through Mono- | 
boy but with Mirisch’s joining the | 


| after the war, 
| sales manager of 16m entertainment 
films, having handling the field work 


| 


' 


jing. 


|sets of IT&T was $52,000 paid by 


| United World, 16m subsid of Uni- 
versal, to get back 16m rights on U 


| pix. This despite the fact that U 
‘is owed $24,000 by IT&T as a cred- 
itor. 


Another $36,000 was paid by Irvin 
| Shapiro for a series of 35m musi- 
cals, comedies, westerns and other 
jold product sold under the label of 
Condor Films. Shapiro is said to 
to Loew’s for $35,000. It was “Dan- 
iel Boone.” 

Official Films, a 16m _ outfit, 
bought all narrow-gauge domestic 
|rights from IT&T for about $100,000. 


Bren Ankles RKO 


Hollywood, May 6. 

J. Robert Bren, RKO producer, 
| arranged a settlement of his con- 
| tract and checked off the lot to or- 
ganize his own independent outfit. 

Two stories, “Mystery in Mexico” 
and “Road to Carmichael’s,” which 
Bren had been preparing. will be 
turned over to other producers on 
| the lot. 








|starting day 
| tunefilm, 


'for Warners release with Jack Car- 


remains at 


able scale 


ally, the 


tain of where they’re going in 
35m 
suit, 


Among income derived from as- | Hutton starrer, at Paramount. 


That postwar gold that the majors 


were seeing in them thar 16m hills | 


a couple of years back so far has | 


proved nothing but low grade alloy. 
Most 
there’s 


companies 
real 
distribution, 


continue to feel 
ore to be had in 16m 
but they agree that it 
the end of a rainbow | 
which is still quite a distance away. 

Finish of the war saw virtually 
major hot to get into the 
narrow-gauge fieid, particularly | 
Some 20.months later finds | 
two companies — RKO and | 
Metro—operating on any appreci- 
, and neither of them even 
breaking even. Domestic- 
whole field of 16m theatri- 


close to 


cal distribution is at a total standstill! 
Primary reason for the stymie 
both here and abroad is identical. 


All the myriad problems with which 


their 
likewise 


companies are being faced on 
regular 35m_ distribution 


apply to the 16m—plus dozens more. 


In the U. S., with the majors uncer- 
the 
field because of the anti-trust 
they've had no inclination to 
compound their problems by em- 
barking into the uncharted area of 
the sub-standard gauge. 

Abroad, the American industry is 
faced with the greatest complexity 
of restrictions in its history, as a re- 


sult of which there’s been no great 


hurry to add to them via the 16m 
field. With currency restrictions in 
many countries, for instance, dis- 


tribs see no point in building up 16m 
(Continued on pas ze 29) 


Hicks’ 16m 0.0. 


Orton H. Hicks, director 


of the 


16m division of Loew’s International, 


flew to Europe, Monday (5) for a 
six-weeks’ onceover of Metro of- 
fices in England, France, Belgium 


and Italy and a check on the prog- 
ress of 16m operations in those coun- 
tries. 


Trip is Hicks’ first to the Continent 
since joining Loew's immediately 
with Seymour Mayer, 


until now with recent trips to | 
Europe, the Near East and Latin 
America. 


LD FOR 16m ABROAD 





Breen's Nix on a Number of British 


Films Straining Anglo-U. S. Entente 





Nate Blumberg, Universal’s prexy, 
will talk business with J. Arthur 
Rank on both coasts. He huddles 
with the British film tycoon in New 
York, this week and next, then will 
meet Rank again in Hollywood later 
in the latter’s U. S. stay. U and Rank 
have close distribution and exhibi- 
tion tieups. 


Rank’s Intensive 


6-Day Sked in N.Y. 


J. Arthur Rank’s six-day stopover 
in New York on his return U. S 
visit will have the hours over- 
worked. No sooner does the Queer 
Elizabe th touch the dock Friday (9), 
Britain’s chief filmmaker will scram- 
ble to meet a speaker chore for the 
World’s Sunday School Assn. at the 
Hotel Commodore and from then on 
it’s touch-and-go He'll be accom- 
panied by his wife, and by John 
Davis, his top assistant, and the lat- 
ter’s wife. 

Final lineup of Rank’s schedule is 
as follow’s: 


Friday (9): Guest of honor and 
speaker at the World’s Sunday 
School Assn., Hotel Commodore. 


| Meeting of the board of directors of 


Rank’s U.S. company of which he is | 


board chairman and Robert Ben- 
jamin, prez. 

Saturday (10): Huddle with Uni- 
versal’s officials to discuss future 


plans. U distributes most of Rank’s 
top pix in the western hemisphere. 

Sunday (11): Guest at the country 
home of Spyros Skouras, 20th-Fox 
prexy. 

Monday (12): 
private luncheon 
the Metropolitan 
versal’s board of 
which he is a member. In the eve- 
ning, Rank and Davis will tuck in 
their napkins at the Waldorf-Astoria 
where Eric Johnston, head of the 

(Continued on page 29) 


Honor guest of a 
tendered him at 
Club by Uni- 

directors of 








Briefs From the Lots 





Hollywood, May 6. 


Shirley Patterson, femme lead in 
“Black Hills,’ PRC musical oater, 
starring- Eddie Dean, Ray Taylor 
producing and Jerry Thomas direct- | 
.. PRC bought “Angel With an 
Anklet,” tale of airline hostesses, 
and signed author Dorcas Cochran 
. Fred Cra- 





Sr., how to handle a sword back in 
1922, was signed as fencing instuc- 
tor by Douglas, Jr., for “The Exile” 
at U ... Georgia Backus has chor- 
acter role in “Dream Girl,” Betty 


Michael Curtiz picked June 2 as 
for his Technicolor | 
“Romance in High C,” 
which he will produce independently | 


' son, Oscar Levant and S. Z. Sakail 


have resold just one of these pix | 


j 


in top roles and the femme lead 
problem still unsolved . Jimmy 
Lagano, moppet, will play the son of 
Rex Harrison and Maureen O’Hara 


in “The Foxes of Harrow” at 20th- 
Fox ... lan Keith, legit actor, was 
signed for a character role in the 
Tyrone Power starrer, “Nightmare 
Alley,” at 20th-Fox’. .. Edward L. 
Alperson selected July 1 for the | 


green light on.“The Tender Years,” 
Joe E. Brown starrer, to be filmed 
independently for 20th-Fox release. 

Elmo Lincoln and Frank Mayo, 
stars of silent films, signed for 
roles in “Whispering Smith” at Para- 
mount ..Pete Smith completed “Pet 
Peeves,” 10th and last of 1946-47 
program of specialties for Metro... 
Mary Patterson and Carol and Judy 
Nugent, moppets, signed to portray 
Ginger Rogers at the ages of two, 
four and eight in “It Had to Be 
You,” to be produced by Don Hart- 
man... Margaret Lindsay, absent | 


| the lot for a key role in the Spencer 
Tracy-Lana Turner co-starrer, 
Timberlane” 


| starring Allan Lane at Republic. 


a 


| Please,” 
| rer 


|Carroll and Vera Ralston 


from Metro for 10 years, returns to 


“Cass 
. Jack Holt draws the 
heavy lead in “The Wild Frontier,” 





Stan Freberg was signed as the 
permanent voice of Charlie Horse, 
the main cartoon character in Bob 
Clampett’s Trucolor cartoon series 
at Republic, following his -equine 
vocalizing in “It’s a Grand Old Nag,” | 
first of the series. Constance Moore 
settled her contract with Republic 
after appearing in six pictures... 
Comet Productions bought “Hold It, | 
by Francis Swann, as star- 
for Jackie Cooper...Hobart 
Cavanaugh drew a featured role in 
“Driftwood,” to be produced and di- 





.Rubey Cowan's first indie pic- | 
ture, “She Made Them Men.” 

Una Merkel signed by Eagle-Lion 
for comedy role in “A Texas Le- | 
gend,” to be produced by Joseph 
Fields and directed by Leigh Jason 

..Fourth and last cliffhanger on 


Mike Frankovich’s production pro- 
eram at Republic this year is 
“G-Men Never Forget,” with Fred 


Brannon and Spencer Bennett as 
co-directors...John H. Auer wound 
up his producer-director chore on 
‘The Flame” at Republic with John | 
in final 
sequence...Walter Tetley, who plays 
Leroy on the “Great Gildersleeve” 
radio program, will appear in “The 
High Wall” at Metro. 

Lincoln Widder checked in at Co- 


| lummbia as executive aide to Armand 
Schaefer, 


prexy of Gene Autry Pro- 
ductions . . . Belita completed skating 
routines for “The Hunted” and re- 
ported to Allied Artists for dramatic 
(Continued on page 31) 


* 


Rank-Blumberg Huddles | 


| and it may light the fuse to renewed 


British pix are having some rough 
sledding at the Joe Breen office 
lately on their way to U. S. theatres 


trans-Atlantic sniping by English in- 
tellectuals. With the Anglo view of 
what's the right thing in a pic contin- 
uing to vary widely with that of the 


Yanks—or at least to those manning 
the buiwarks of the production code 

one British pic is now stopped 
dead in its tracks and a flock of 
others are limping to the starting 
line, covered with red-tape. 

British effort, called out on fouls 
by the Breen forces, is “Pink String 
and Sealing Wax,” which no amount 
of surgery could make presentable 
under the Production Code. Orig- 
inallvy intended for Prestige dlistri- 
bution (Unive il), pie has been 
now banned both in Canada and 
in the U. S. because it’s theme is 
one of premeditated murder with- 
out the sureease enjoined by the 
code. It’s a product of Ealing studio 
which was set for sureseater play- 
| ings 

Much more serious, so far as 
cash investment is concerned, is the 
fate of “My Heart Goes Crazy,” a 


Wesley Ruggles opus in Technicolor, 


| the rest of the Continent, 


/gins Anew,” 


| day-and-date with 


which is reported to have cost J. 
Arthur Rank’s minions close to 
(Continued on page Da 


Selmich’ 5 ie Distrib 


In England, France But 
Via Others Elsewhere 


Selznick Releasing 
will handle its own distribution in 
England and possibly France, but 
will release through local distribs on 
according 
to present plans. Methods are now 
being worked out for physical han- 
dling of the product in England and 
France, if SRO determines to go 
ahead on its own in the latter coun- 
try. 

Milton Kramer, SRO board chair- 
man and counsel, gave the situation 
in England and France the 0.0. in a@ 
quick trip there, from which he re- 
turned last week. Among other 
things, he huddled with Continental 
manager Paul White on plans for 
“Rebecca” preem at four theatres 
simultaneously in Paris May 22. 
Also discussed plans for opening of 
“Duel in the Sun” later this month 
in London's West End. 

Paris day-date setup on “Rebecca” 
is very unusual. It calls fer the 
Normandie, Olympic, Moulin Rouge 
and Biarritz theatres. Deal was 
made with SOGEC, government 
agency which compares with the 
U_ S.. Alien Property Custodian, 
holding all theatres in which Ger- 
mans had an interest. 


Organization 


‘Chi Censor Chief Says 


Pix Self-Regulation OK 


Chicago, May 6. 
films are cleaning 
was the statement 


* Pyesent day 


themselves up, 


| issued by Capt. Timothy Lyne, head 


of Chi Censor Board in connection 


| with his report on April activities 
| which 


| rected by Allan Dwan at Republic | necessary actions against films was 


revealed that number of 


materially reduced in the last 
several months. Of 108 pix re- 
| viewed, only one was banned, five 


pinked, and 88 cuts made. 
“Shoot to Kill,” Screen Guild re- 
lease, was the banned film. “Adults 


only” label was affixed to “The 
Guilty,” Monogram: “Scared to 
Death,” Screen Guild: “Extenuating 


Circumstances,” Lopert; “Life Be- 
Superfilm. and a Clasa 
release “Bare Is the Detail.” 
‘Duel Stalled in Chi 
Chicago, May 6. 
Chicago theatre will abandon 
regular stage snow policy for one 
week and play “Duel in the Sun” 
the State-Lake, 
run house for single week 
Pic was set for May 16 or 23 debut, 
but censor board has been holding 
the film longer than expected. Cen- 
sor board head, Capt. Timothy Lyne, 
said that pic would be reviewed this 


; week 


i 


ng 


vera: os nom sind ani 


ae nea: 
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ba Crawford's 4006, Dennis Morgan s 


2616, Curtiz’s $258,600 Topped WB in 6 





Joan Crawford, who -made her? 


comeback last year in Warners’ 
“Mildred Pierce” after a stretch in 
retirement, led all WB’s troupers in 
the salary derby with $400,000 com- 
pensation in '46. Her male counter- 
part, a study of financial data dis- 
closes, was Dennis Morgan, recipient 
from Warners of $261,000. Michael 
Curtiz received the handsomest re- | 
ward for directorial efforts, $258,600. | 


The company paid out $2,524,000 | 
on royalties and participations in its 
product. Cutting into that sum yee, 
Hall Wallis, former WB employee, 
who took $150,000 as his share aed 
grosses on some of his pix. James 
Cagney, also an e¢x-WBer, was a 
$26,901 for the same Treason. 


Indicating that Warners had man- 
aged to hold theatre wage costs fair- 
ly close to the "45 line despite gen- 
eraily mounting costs, analysis re- 
veals that the WB salary nut for 
the company and its consolidated af- 
filiates climbed only 7% in fiscal 
1946, ended Aug. 31, over the °45 
outlay. Total hit $29,680,000 against 
$27,741,000 for the year before. 
These sums were exclusive of sales 
and production costs which touched | 
$37,244,000 including $30,055,000 for | 
amortization of product. 


Theatres, Ads, Rents, Etc. 


Theatre end of Warners paid out 
$20,460,000 for film rentals and stage 
show expenses which represented a 
slight advance over the $19,283,000 
expenditure of °45. For its adver- 
tising and publicity, Warners outlay 
Tan to $6,560,000 for 46, a shade 
above the $6,323,000 expended the 
previous stanza. Other important 
expenses were $6,560,000 rents; $4,- 
012,000 taxes, other than income; $1,- 
897,000 electricity and fuel; and 
$1,089,000 traveling and incidentals. 

With WB’s chief indebtedness a 
series of notes approximating $20,- 
000,000, payable semi-annually at a 
$1,591,000 clip to a syndicate of 
banks, certain restrictions are placed 
upon the company’s financial moves. 





Banko No Lottery in Minn. 


Minneapolis, May 6. 
The state attorney general ruled | 
today that theatre “bank nights” 
and “wahoo” games do not violate 
anti-gambling laws just passed by 
the state legislature and will not be 
discontinued. 
However, present reform govern- 
or who sponsored the anti-gambling 
law, is said to be opposed to them. 


WB Follows Par 
In Buying Stock 
On Open Marke 


| With Stock Exchange prices on 
film shares holding to the basement, 
movement by the majors to pick up 
their own stock at what's considered 
|bargain quotes, spread last week 
|to Warners and may yet go further. 
| Key to WB’s action, it’s reliably re- 
ported, was the drop of the com- 
pany’s common below the current 
book value, which is set at $16 per 
share. Feeling among Warner big- 
gies that this unusual dip below 
present liquidation value warranted 
the step while value of the stock for 
future deals made the action ad- 
visable. 


Warner is the second major to 
make the* move which Paramount 
led off last November. Par, so far, 
has corralled something over 200,000 
shares at prices ranging from 33 at 











Stars’ Coin Yen 


——ae continued from page 3 








player” he was dealing with de- 
manded $250,000 salary plus 334% 
| of the net, Another male player in 
|the same category asked $300,000 
| plus 50% of the net. F 

On the other hand, the top mar- 
quee names, unwilling to take a 
chance on film’s having any net 
|profit to share, demand a piece of 
the gross, it was said. They ask 
from $150,000 to $300,000 per picture 
plus, generally, 10% of the gross. 

In addition, producers point out, | 
'directors demand a portion of the 
net in many cases, while the finan- 
cing companies which put up “second 





|money” for production usually de- 
|mand and get 124%% to 25%. Where 
does. that let them off, the producers 
ask? | 

The “personal vanity” angle of the | 
players’ salary stipulations is what | 
burns the indies most. They declare | 
that the difference between a straight | 
$150,006 payoff and the fancy sums | 
being asked is relatively inconse- 
iquential, since most of it goes for 
taxes anyway. Answer of the players 
to that, of course, is that the whole | 
Hollywood scale of values is based | 
on earning power, and a star can't 





afford to lower his~standing by ac-}*° 
icepting less than other players of | 


comparative marquee voltage. 

In the meantime, the producers 
charge the stars are “killing the 
goose and forcing it to lay eggs, 
rather than golden ones.” They 
maintain, in addition, that players 
are hurting themselves via the high 
price tags by getting themselves in- 
to low quality pix, since the pro- 
ducer must “cheat” elsewhere in 
order to afford the star payoff. 


BOGEAUS-LESERMAN’S 
FOREIGN EXPANSION 


Hollywood, May 6. 








the outset to as low as 23, With Par’s 
outlay already touching $5,000,000, 
company shows no indication of let- 
ting up in its policy. Moreover, as 
Par’s stock quotes dropped, com- 
pany has accelerated its purchases, 





Under the terms of these notes, 
Warners must first obtain written 
consent of 75% of the holders before 
it, among other things, does the fol- 
lowing: 

1. Permits its funded indebted- 
ness to exceed $45,000,000, less $3,- 
000,000 for each fiscal year com- 
pleted after Aug. 31, °45. 


2. Permits any lien on pictures 
produced in the U. S. or Canada. 
3. Borrows more than $5,000,000 


at one time on loans payable in less 
than one year. 


Company has a total investment 
of $53,373,000 in consolidated affili- 
ates, a slight rise from the $52,690,- 
000 salted in them at the outset of 


with March the banner month on 
buys. 

WB’s stock is currently on the 
block in Wall street at 15 or there- 
abouts. Book value of $16, fixed by 
the company’s’ accountants, is 
reached by deducting liabilities 
from assets and dividing the differ- 
enee (the net worth) by the num- 
ber of shares of common outstand- 
ing. 

Stock for Theatres 
Understood that Warners will 
probably use some of the stock for 
cleaning up its partly owned thea- 
tres which must be owned outright 
or sold within two years. Shares 
may also be useful, it’s said, for 
putting through deals with outside 





the year. Prime investment is in 
the Stanley Co. of America, main 
theatre group, which comes to $41,- 
096,000. From these companies 
Warners took out in cash dividends 
during °46, the sum of $6,318,000 
while it earned an equity in profits 
of $12,759,000. 

Overseas, its take from its subsid, 
Associated British Picture Corp., 
was $1,009,000 for the year. Com- 
pany wound up with a solid earned 
surplus of $41,074,000. It had started 
the semester with $29,977,000, picked 
up an added $19,424,000 in net for 
the year, and laid out $8,327,000 in 
all dividends. 


No stockholder, analysis discloses 
held more than 10% of any class of 
stock. Moreover, there were no 
profit sharing or bonus arrangements 
with officers nor were there any 
rights to exercise options for stock. 





producers such as that under way 
between Par and Liberty Films. Par 
is paying 100,000 to 125,000 shares 
of its common for the purchase of 
Liberty Pictures and its properties. 

Similar to Par, Warners has made 
no determination as to the number 
of shares to be bought nor as to the 
quantities. That will depend, of 
course, in large part on the move- 
ment of the stock on the Exchange. 
Should the stocks suddenly zoom 
upwards, WB’s action will likély be 
on a narrow scale. 

Subnormal performances of film 
stocks on the Street, which touched 
off the WB move, may spread the 
action further, it’s said, because film 


» | toppers are convinced that prices are 


below what the shares are paying in 
dividends. On that basis, industry 
finencial experts feel that the com- 
panies would be taking a sound 
course which would pay off in 
spades if stocks take a turn for the 


_ Metro’s $8,596,779 Net For): 


WB’s board, during the same meet 


28 Weeks About Equals ’46) that approved the buying policy, 


Net profit of $8,596,779 was re- 
ported yesterday (Tues.) by Metro 
for the first 28 weeks of fiscal °47, 
ended March 13, The take, equiva- 
lent to $1.67 per share of common 
outstanding, was a shade below the 
$8,952,056 performance for the com- 
parative period of ’46. 

Gross sales and operating rev- 
enues, however, exceeded the '46 fig- 
ure, hitting $56,655,000 against $55,- 
335,000. Common stock earnings, 
last year, for the 28-week semester 
were equivalent to $1.76. 

Operating profit, after expenses, 
totaled $18,236,730 from which is 
deducted $5,525,016 reserve for Fed- 
eral taxes; $2,122,927 reserve for de- 
preciation; and $1,550,000 for con- 
tingencies. Minority interests’ share 
totals $442,008. 


declared a quarterly dividend of 
37%2c. per share on common stock, 


payable July 3, to stockholders of 
record June 6.- 


Dassin on Hellinger’s 





Hollywood, May 6. 

Jules Dassin will direct “Homi- 
cide,” the next Mark Hellinger pro- | 
duction for Universal release, with 
Barry Fitzgerald and Don Taylor as 
co-stars. 

Most of the film will be shot in | 
New York with the cooperation of 
that city’s homicide squad. Dassin 





Hellinger’s “Brute Force.” 


‘New York. Huddles were also held 


Benedict Borgeaus trained in after 
four weeks in New York, during 
which he and Carl Leserman, vee- 
pee of Bogeaus Productions, mapped 
plans for opening offices in London 
and Paris and to increase advertis- 
ing and publicity staffs here and in 


cn current release of “The Ma- 
comber Affair” and on two not yet 
released, “A Miracle Can Happen” 
and “Christmas Eve.” Latter pair 
will get special handling, Bogeaus 
said, with special emphasis on 
“Miracle,” “Christmas Eve” will be 
released in July, “Miracle” in fall— 
probably September. Ad budgets 
will be increased, Bogeaus said, with 
more allocations to national maga- 
zines and trade papers. 


Producer said he'll swing right 
into his new five-year deal with UA. 
Has promised four pictures a year. 
Paris, London offices will be aimed 
for closer cooperation on releases 
overseas, as well as to spot new 
fcreign talent. 


Strikes, Etc., Cut Profit 
Of Technicolor in 1947 


Technicolor, Inc., net profit for 
1946 declined to $436,168 as against 
$667,441 in 1945, according to the 
annual report sent stockholders last 
week. This dip was made in the face 
of net sales of $13,057,510 as com- 
pared with $11,614,779 in the pre- 
ceding year. The net profit is equal 
to 48c. as compared with 74c. a year 
ago. 

Report to stockholders rated the 
year as “full of many difficulties,” 
including two strikes. It pointed out 
that because of these strikes de- 
liveries were far behind normal 
schedule. Report also showed that 
walkouts slowed the expansion pro- 
gram and the increase in capacity 
termed essential to upped profits. 

Technicolor report also listed the 
anti-trust probe into affairs of the 
corporation as taking up time of 
officials and resulting in substantial 
expense to the company. 

Report cited that the very high 
costs of building, machinery and 
equipment, had prompted officers 








‘Homicide’ Mostly in N.Y. 


recently wound up a director job on | 


and directors to favor an intermedi- 
;ate expansion program to cost around 
$3,500,000 for the present. 

Complete report submitted by 
,Herbert T. Kalmus, prexy, mentions 
|Varrery’ s story of last September in 
which the top 33 grossing pictures 
| are listed to show that its color 
| process was used on five of the first 
| (10 big grossers. Technicolor was used 
on “Gone With Wind,” “This Is 
Army,” “For Whom Bell Tolls,” 
i\“Snow White” and “Leave Her To 


Heaven,” the report shows, quoting 
VARIETY. 








About 10% of M-G, 20th and RKO’s Net. 
Profits Went Into 46 Pension Funds 
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Hope’s ‘Paleface’ Tint 


Hollywood, May 6. 
Bob Hope’s next Paramount pic- 
ture, “Paleface,” a satire on western 
films, will be directed by Norman 
Z. McLeod, who recently piloted the 


| Crosby-Hope dualer, “Road to Rio.” 


Picture, slated to roll about the 
middle of July, will be filmed in 
Technicolor. 





“Duel’s $200,000 


N.Y. Campaign Via 
Two Ad Agencies 


Heavy ad campaign preceding the 
opening of “Duel in the Sun” in 
ome 50 theatres in the New York 
metropolitan area today (Wednes- 
day) had a peculiar angle. The ads 
were placed by two different agen- 
cies, with the front-of-the-paper 
copy in the dailies and the radio 
blurbs not mentioning at what thea- 
tres the picture is playing. 

Unusual circumstance arises out 
of the fact that Loew’s—in 38 of 
whose houses the David O. Selznick 
pic is playing—demands that any 
copy carrying its name or the name 
of its theatres must be placed by 
Donahue & Co., N. Y. Thus the ads 
announcing the preem at the Capitol 
and other Loew theatres went 
through that agency, with the cir- 
cuit sharing in the cost. 


Also appearing over the weekend, 
however, were full-page ads men- 
tioning no theatre names and placed 
by Selznick’s regular agency, Robert 
Orr & Associates. They were paid 
for entirely by the producer. Same 
applies to the radio blurbs. 


Campaign is one of the costliest in 
New York film history, with a total 
of about $200,000 being spent in six 
weeks, Of that, approximately $150,- 
000 worth of space and time was 
contracted for in the past six weeks 
and the remainder was on old con- 
tracts. About $75,000 is being spent 
in newspapers for the pre-opening 
and first week campaign. 

Orr ads carried an unusual box 
in the corner, stating the picture 
“was written, produced and edited 
in strict conformity with the morals 
code of the Motion Picture Assn. and 
has received its seal of approval.” 
It was also stated: “As a result of 
voluntary editing by the producer, 
in conjunction with the Legion of 
Decency, the picture is now about 
three minutes shorter than it was 
in its original showing. But‘ not one 
scene has been lost.” L. of D.’s 
praise of DOS’ cooperative attitude 
in making the cuts is also quoted. 

Robert Gillham, Selznick pub-ad 
director, said the box was included 
because of fear that Catholics might 
not know that the Legion had put 
its imprimateur on “Duel.” Some 
industryites were wondering, how- 
ever, if the box might not serve to 
call the censorious nature of the 
picture to the attention of those who 
didn't before know that it had been 
the cause of a great many huddles 
between the producer and the 
Legion. 

“Duel” opens simultaneously in 300 
theatres throughout the country 
Wednesday (7), which Selznick 
execs claim is the biggest day-and- 
date setup ever arranged by any 
picture. Film screens in key areas 
from coast to coast, after the big 
Texas preems last week and preems 
last week and earlier showings in 
Hollywood, Rochester, N. Y., Miami 
and a few other spots. Wednesday 
pix openings, beside the N. Y. Capi- 
tol and 40 Loew’s houses in the N. Y. 
metropolitan area, include a similar 
setup in Boston, New England, and 
other key situations virtually cover- 
ing the country. 


Grable’s New 20th Pact 
Debuts in Sturges Film 


Hollywood, May 6. 

Betty Grable was handed a new 
seven-year contract by 20th-Fox, to 
take effect when she returns to work 
in September. 

Lined up as the first chore under 
the new pact is “The Blonde from 
Bashful Bend,” to be preduced and 





directed by Preston Sturges. 


+ Venture into pension plan systems 

launched by a trio of majors during 
the war and thereafter is now run. 
ning into a sizeable slice of those 
film -companies’ profits. Costs to 
Metro, 20th-Fox and RKO, initiators 
of the policies which may be fol- 
lowed by other companies, totalled a 
solid $5,300,000 during °46 or some 
10% of the $52,000,000 net for the 
threesome. 


Figures were completed with the 
report by RKO that it Wad accumu- 
lated $2,000,000 in the first three 
years of operations, or some $700,000 
in °46. Metro’s expenditure of 
$2,397,818 is the top marker while 
20th follows with $2,214,632. M-G’s 
pension scheme was _ started in 
March, 1944, and covers 4,300 em- 
ployees; RKO’s began in 1943 while 
20th kicked off Jan. 1, 1946. 


Since all the pension plans provide 
for retirement payments based on a 
proportion of salaries handed to 
employees during term of office, 
company biggies will get a propor- 
tionately higher share. Touis M. 
| Mayer, Metro’s studio chief, for in- 
stance, had reserved to him in °46 the 
sum of $55,356. Nicholas M., 
Schenck, company prexy, was allo- 
cated $52,993 while Robert Mont- 
gomery, highest paid actor, took a 
$21,549 slice. 


20th-Fox and Metro 


In 20th’s bailiwick, top sum set 
aside for a rainy day went to com- 
pany prez Spyros Skouras with 
$21,650 paid into the retirement fund. 
Sums allocated for other company 
officers were $7,240 for William C. 
Michel, exec veepee; $4,900 for Darryl 
Zanuck, production head; $4,650 
for William J. Eadie, comptroller; 
$3,450, Tom Connors, v.p. in charge 
of sales; $3,000, Murray Silverstone, 
foreign chief; and $2, 350, Donald 
Henderson, treasurer. 


Metro’s plan guarantees pensions 


minimum of five years. Retirement 
venefits accrue at 60 for women and 
65 for men with mandatory pay- 
ments for at least 10 years. Plan 
calls for yearly payments of 15% of 
the annual average salary earned by 
the beneficiary up to $3,000 and 25% 
of all sums over that figure. 


System inaugurated by 20th pro- 
vides for automatic eligibility by 
its personnel after completion of one. 
year’s service. Retirement is set at 
65 with beneficiaries receiving an- 
nuities equal to %% for the first 
$3,000 of each year’s compensation 
plus 1% in excess of $3,000. Ceil- 
ing has been fixed so that no pay- 
ments are made for that part of 
salaries exceeding $50,000. 


RKO guarantees beneficiaries min- 
imum of $60 monthly when added to 
social security payments. Eligibili- 
ties are scaled between 65 and 70, 
depending on the age of bene- 
ficiaries when plan was effected plus 
length of service. 


ACTIVITY DULLISH IN 
APRIL’S STOCK TRADE 


Philadelphia, May 5. 

Activity was dullish in film stocks 
during the past month, according to 
report of the Securities & Exchange 
Commission. Top item in the report 
was sale of 1,000 shares of Warner 
Bros. common by Harry M. Warner, 
dropping his total to 295,000. His 
trust reported holding 16,000 shares. 

Daniel M. Sheaffer, Philadelphia, 
disposed of 300 shares of Universal 
common. He now holds _ 17,407 
shares. Charles D. Prutzman, New 
York, reported holding 6,100 shares, 
Spyros Skouras amended his re- 
port of August, 1946, revealing that 

e acquired 42,000 shares of 20th 
Century-Fox common through the 
exercise of option, making his total 


in this security stand at 47,250 
shares, 


Two new directors of Republic 
Pictures Corp. reported their hold- 
ings to the SEC, They were Harry 
M. Goetz with 27,687 shares, and 
Edwin Van Pelt, 400 shares of Re- 
public common, 


Activity in Monogram common 
was restricted to the sale of 1.000 
shares by W. Ray Johnston, Holly- 
wood, making his holdings 16,617 
shares, 


Onsrud Corp., Fort Lee, N. J. Te- 
ported the acquisition of 23,459 
‘shares of Associated Motion Pictures 
Industries, Inc. (AMPI) in the stock 
splitup by that company last Octo- 
ber. 
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_the quartet $12,500,000 in August, '46 
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FILM BIZ REVENUE UP 15% IN4 





~ Comparative 1946 Gross Revenues 


Company-by-company breakdown of total revenues for 1946 is listed 


herewith. Figures for 1945 are included to indicate comparative rise 
in business for each of the majors. 

Company "46 Gress "45 Gress 
_  .. 2 ree $200,529,482 $178,211, 889 
DE Got tec ses esees 194,701,099 159,444 374 
| Ae Pe eee eee 188,476,317 175,534,918 
4. Warner Bros. a 165,598,583 149,190,487 
5. RKO 120,125,633 96,118,811 
6. Universal ........ 53,934,865 51,049,428 
7. Columbia 46,510,909 36,013,753 











Details of Chas. Skowras & Co.'s Profit 


Of Nearly $7,000,000 Via 20th Proxies 





Details of the National Theatres’ # 
stock transaction in which Charles | 


Skouras profited by $4,281,250 in a) Wald Due in Boston 


two-year turnover, and a trio of 
assistants by another $2,568,750, was | Jerry Wald, Warner Bros. pro- 
officially reported by 20th-Fox in its | @ucer, is due in Boston with a cast 


| and crew in three weeks for location 
shooting on his next production, “Up 
It’s located in the Hub 

scripted by David 


proxy statement forwarded to stock- 
holders last week. Fact was also dis- 
closed that this deal and other mat- | Till Now.” 
ters involving remuneration of offi- | Film was 
cers are currently being challenged | Goodis. 


led stockholders. : : ‘State Dept. Preps 
To Unblock Film 


Money in France 





ment said that in July, 1944, NT | 
with the approval of a majority of | 
voting-stockholders, sold 40 shares 
of its B stock for $565,000 to Skouras. 
NT’s prexy; Elmer C. Rhoden, head 
of Fox-Midwest; F. H. (Rick) Rick- 
etson, topper for Fox Inter-Moun- 
tain: and Harold J. Fitzgerald, prez 
of. Fox-Wisconsin. Skouras took 25 | 


| 


shares, Rhoden and Ricketson, 6 ; 
: a : Washington, May 6. 
ce, d Fitzgerald, 3. | : ’ , 
tg hater Pa — ; | Long-standing squabble between 
Forty shares, it continued, repre- | yy 


21,0 ‘ty in NT. t . S. film companies and the French 
sented a 2%% equity in NT, but! government over the amount of 


al : » 9%, 3 srecst as , ; 

were potentially a 20% apne gs a5 revenue the American majors can 
they were convertible into that pro-| withdraw from France has finally 
portion of the company’s stock in- 


— come to a head. George Cantv, mo- 
terest on payment of an additional | tion picture specialist for the com- 
$5,085,000. Company retained the | mercial policy division of the State 
right to repurchase this stock at the Dept., announced here today (Tues- 
price offered by any prospective | gay) that the department has au- 


bona fide purchaser. | thorized the U. S. embassy in Paris 
When Transamerica Corp. offered | to begin negotiations with the 
French government to establish a 
ceiling on the number of dollars 
that can be withdrawn for the two 
years beginning last July 1, date of | 
the signing of the Blum-Byrnes ac- 


for the 20% interest, NT exercised 
its option by reacquiring the B 
stock for $7,415,000. On the deal, 
profit to Rhoden and Ricketson was 
$1,027,500 each while Fitzgerald | cord. 
raked in $513,750. Although date for the start of the 
Proxy statement also detailed an- | huddles has not been set, history 
other challenged operation, that of | of the feud between the U. S. majors 
issuing 240,000 options to a number | and the French indicates it will be 
of officers of the company. Of these, | @ severely tough problem to settle. 
169,400 have been exercised. in each | American companies, for example, 
instance at $1 or more above the | Claim the French owe them $11,827,- 
market price at the date when the | 730 since the end of the war, while 
options were granted. the French claim this total is only 
Zanuck’s $3,850,006 Optiens $6,889,158. Squabble lies in the fact 


By converting 100,000 options into (Continued on page 26) 


common stock when the market | 
-20th-Fox Homeoffice 








price hit 514%, Darryl Zanuck, studio 
head, netted himself $3,850,000 less | 
taxes, it was disclosed. Spyros 
Skouras, 20th’s prexy, turned 42,000 | 


| 
options to stock and made $1,191,540. | Delegation of top 20th-Fox home- 


Tom Connors, sales chief, took in | | office chiefs is slated to fly to the | 
$170,280 on 6,000 conversions and | Coast next Tuesday (13) for a series 
Murray Silverstone, foreign dept. | o¢ huddles with studio prodiction 
head, $48,150 on 1,800 options. ‘executives and for a looksee at | 

In the -regular salary bracket, | forthcoming 20th films. Group will , 


Zanuck headed the list with $260,000. 
Skouras pulled down $255,922; Wil- 
liam C. Michel, exec v.p., $119,075; 
Connors, $110,625; Silverstone, $97,- 
585; Donald A. Henderson, treas., | 
$60,500; and Wilfred J. Eadie, comp- 
troller, $45,325. 

Cost for checking percentage pix 
totalled $886,178 paid to Confidential 
Reports while* the Copyright Pro- 
tection Bureau took in another $66,- 
820. Motion Picture Assn. dues ran 
to $325,345. Legal fees amounted to 
$420,000 of which the lion's share of 
$271,500 went to general counsel 
Dwight, Harris, Koegel & Caskey. 

Annual stockholders meet is set | 
for May 20 when 14 directors come 
up for reelection. 


WARNERS APPEALS 
IN JOAN LESLIE CASE 


Los Angeles, May 6. 

Warners filed an appeal in the | 
California supreme court asking a 
Teversal of the decision in the con- 


also attend the Variety Clubs’ an- 


week in Hollywood. 
Heading the delegation 
prexy Spyros Skouras. 
companied by 20th International 
| prez Murray Silverstone, sales vee- 
pee Tom J. Connors, general sales 
manager William Kupper and ad- 
publicity chief Charley Schlaifer. 
Trade relations director Sam Shain 
leaves for St. Louis today (Wednes- 
day) with Paramount prexy Barney 
Balaban for a United Jewish Appeal 
conference. and will join the 20th 


Skouras and Silverstone, who re- 
cently returned from a month’s tour 
throughout Latin America, are ex- 
pected to discuss the acceptance of 
20th product 
with the studio chiefs. 


GESAS AIDES BRISSON 
Hollywood. May 6. 
Leonard Gesas has been appointed 
executive assistant to Frederick 
Brisson, Independent Artists prexy. 











tract suit recently won by Joan, Les- |Gesas served King Vidor in a sim- | 
lie in the district court of appeals. ilar capacity before the war. 

Lower court ruled the actress had He was lately with the Frank | 
® right to void her player contract, | Vincent agency. of which Brisson 


Sisned before she became of age. tis also an alumnus. 


> 


Group-to Coast Next Wk. 


nual, convention, which opens next | 


is 20th | 
He'll be ac- | 


| executives at the studio. ° 


south of the border 


TOPS “344,042.10 


While the 


seven majors (exclusive 


| of United Artists) doubled their net | 


banner 


£2ross 


| profit total in 1946, 
the industry, their 
rose 15% to a grand total of 
000,000. That rise from 
$845.000.000 was made official this 
week Paramount, last of the 
showed operating 
701,099 and a net 


year for 


$971.- 
1945's record 


when 
majors to report, 
revenues of $194, 
of $44,042,106 
Compilation of these figures dem- 
onstrates that the 100% increase in 


to the scaling-down of tax measures. 
Noreover, company 
and theatre profits increase at a 
far greater rate than the growth in 
attendance that causes the profit, at- 
endance figures probably mounted 
considerably less than 15% during 
the year. That’s made all the more 
certain because boxoffice scales were 
hiked to some extent in ‘46. 

Despite Paramount's 
| which doubled that of its 
competitor—20th-Fox — the latter 
}company, rather than Par, showed 
| th? greatest gross in the business. 
In operating revenues, 20th took in 
|}a total of $200,529.482 against Par’s 
| $194.701,099. However, 20th’s net was 
| only $22,600,000. 


since 





Theatres’ Impertance 
Dramatizing the. importance of 
|Par’s partially owner’ exhibiting 


companies, now threatened by the 
| decree, the statement discloses that 
the parent company's share of the 
approximately $150,000,000 which 
these theatre circuits 


j}about $70,000,000. Total earn- 
ings of Par include $4,843,000, 


interest as 
combined un- 
earnings for the 
partly-owned non-con- 


representing company’s 
stockholder in the 
distributed net 
year of 


solidated companies. 

| Earnings per share of common 
lwas $5.92 on the 7,443,772 shares 
outstanding on Jan. 4, 1947, which 


compares with $2.39 per share for 
45 on 7,504,272 shares outstanding. 
(Continued on page 29) 


Mpls. Indies Expel 
Exhib-Member For 
Defying ‘Jolson’ Tabu 


Minneapolis, May 6. 
First important break 
ranks of the territory’s buying and 


expulsion of Martin G. Lebedoff, 
operator of two deluxe Minneapolis 
neighborhood houses, from the In- 
dependent Theatre Assn., which 
comprises most leading Twin City 
theatre owners. 

In defiance of other group mem- 
bers, Lebedoff made a deal for “The 
Jolson Story,” meeting Columbia’s 
| disapproved terms. Hy Chapman, 
Columbia branch manager, said it 
wasn’t a percentage deal, but never- 
theless it was one his company 
“wanted.” 

Break comes at a 





time when 
| North Central 
drive to bring all independents into 
buying combines and then merging 


as many of the latter as possible. 
Lebedoff is North Central Allied 
| secretary. Casper Chouinard, Inde- 


pendent Theatre Assn. manager, has 
threatened a suit to try to force 
| Columbia to deliver “Jolson Story” 
to Lebedoff. 

One of the territory's other lead- 
ing buying combines, Theatre Asso- 
ciates, which includes nearly all 
independent circuits, and which has 
been “striking” against “The Jolson 
Story,” finally capitulated to Colum- 
bia. Even before deal was signed, 


but on the same day of the decision, 4 


Volk Bros. spotted it into two of 
their Minneapolis houses for next 
day. 





‘Volga’ Remake 
Hollywood, May 6. 

Remake of “The Volga Boatman” 
is being readied by Herman Milla- 
kowsky, who produced a French 
version of the Russian tale in Paris 
before the war. 

Filming will follow completion of 


Millakowsky’s current production. 
‘Fear.’ based on a novel by Stefan 
| Zweig. : 








PAR’S NET | PROFIT U §. Films’ $125,000,000 Foreign Take 


About Equals Biz's Total Profit, 


Proving Yanks 





business | 


net profits were in large part due | 


rentals | 


peak net, | 
closest | 


grossed was, 


| Agfa process, 


within | 
| stage, 
booking combines has come with the | 
| todian. U.S. engineers are believed | 


Continent. 


| purchased by 
| United States release, 
| converting some of his blocked cur- 


'@. &. 


Chile Looks Hot 
Was! 
Printed reports that discus- 
sions on the 1947 film rémit- 


tances from Chile had reached 
a stalemate were denied last 
week by State Department 
spokesmen. Opposite is true 


Discussions are now under 
way between the American film 
industry and the Chilean Na- 
tional Foreign Trade Council, a 
quasi-official body simila1 


to our 


Chamber of Cammerce.§ Chilean 
government has vested foreign 
exchange problems in its Trade 
Council. State officials have no 


word on the progress of the ne- 
gotiations, but claim indications 
are that an agreement will be 
reached. However, 1946 
remittances have been held up. 


some 








Wartime Devices 


Will Greatly Aid 


Next two or three years will be 
the “mosting exciting in the film 
business, as far as technical ad- 
vances are concerned, since the de- 
velopment of sound,” according to 
Col. Nathan Levinson, 
gineer of the Warners studios. Gov- 
ernment is gradually releasing to 
the industry the many scientific dis- 
coveries made during the war and 


the industry will undoubtedly bene- | 


| fit greatly from them, once they’re 
| adapted to commercial use, he said. 


Among the technical achievements 
listed by Levinson are theatre tele- 
vision, the German Agfa and the 
netic recording of sound on tape. | 
which was brought | 
back to the U. S. from Germany by | 
a Dept. of Commerce commission 
| headed up by Nathan D. Golden, is 
still very much in the experimental 
with the process still con- 
trolled by the Alien Property Cus- 


(Continued on page 29) 





Reisman’s European 0.0., 


Phii Reisman, RKO’s foreign chief, 
sails Friday (9) aboard the Queen 
Elizabeth on the first leg of a six- 
to-seven week swing through the 


managing director for | 
Britain, and Jack Votion, European | 
production head, 

Reisman will tour the Norse coun- 
tries, Belgium and France, after 
London, 
June. Wolff and Votion are winding 
up a four-week visit to the VU. S. 


which included a trip to the Coast. | time the 


Jacques Chabrier, French Pathe’'s 
U. S. rep, returns to Paris at the end 
of the month. Pathe and RKO are 
collaborating on several pix pro- 
duced in France, first of which is the 
Maurice Chevalier starrer, “Man 
About Town.” 





Blocked French Francs 
Buys Small a Gallic Pic 


“Macadam,” French pic, has been 
Edward Small for 
as a means of 


rency in France. Film was 
duced by Jacques Feydar 
Francois Rosay. 

It was spotted by Harry Kosiner, 
Small’s sales rep, during a trip to 
Europe during the past winter. 
Kosiner has made a deal with Irvin 
Shapiro, indie film distrib, to handle 
release. 


pro- 
and stars 


+ 
cut its quality ana 
share of its foreign 


Johnston 
i}mony betore the 


|} $125.000,000, 
i the total 





| importation of 


chief en- | 


| chief publicity 
| Clubs International, 
| to spark the 
| which opens here May 13. Huddling 


Sails With Wolff, Votion 


| the Los Angeles Tent, they set about 


He'll be accompanied on | 
| his passage to England by Robert 


Allied has _ started | Wolff, RKO’s 


returning at the end of 


| Sherrill Corwin 
| licity 


} this year fo: 


Need That, or Else 


Washington, 
Film industry 


May 6 

ould be forced to 
level of employ- 
ment if it should lose a substantial 
market, Eric 
last week in testi- 
House Ways and 
Means Committee. Plugging for an 
expanded reciprocal trade program. 
explained that a trade bar- 


warnea 


Johnston 


irier race would automatically force 
up higher walls against our pix all 
over the world. 

“I think it is a significant fact,” 
he said, “that our remittances from 


foreign countries last year ran about 
which is almost exactly 
profit of the motion picture 
producing companies the same year. 

“It is foreign trade in short which 
permits our industry to function on 
its present seale. If it had to de- 
pend entirely on the domestic mar- 
ket, it could not possibly maintain 
the high quality of its products or 
its high levels of employment, wages 
and salaries. 

“Motion picturegoers in Mexico, 
in Britain, in France and in Den- 
mark, for example, contribute to the 
economy of this country, but ours is 


| one industry which accepts the defi- 
inition of 


Films—Levinson 


| porting. Our industry 


trade in literal fashion. 
Trade means an interchange of come 
modities and services, and our in- 
dustry finds nothing immoral or 
harmful in importing as well as ex- 
is confronted 
by barriers against the importation 
of its products into many countries, 
but it asks no barriers against the 
foreign-made _ tilms 
into the United States. HK will take 
its chances on competition for the 
world markets. All it asks is that 
the world market be kept open so 
that people everywhere will have a 
chance to see the best pictures, no 
matter who makes them. 

“The rising volume of foreign pic- 
tures shown in this country is evi- 
dence that our industry believes in 
imports as well as in exports, be- 


| lieves that the dollar musi flow out 
Ansco color film processes and mag- | 


as well as flow in.” 


ALL SET FOR VARIETY 
CLUB'S L.A. CONVENTION 


- Los Angeles, May 6. 
Bob O'Donnell, national chief 
barker, and Chick Lewis, national 
director of Variety 
arrived in town 
annual convention 


with Charles P. Skouras, barker of 


to arrange an 18-hour-per-day pro- 
gram for the six-day gathering. fs 


One of the innovations is an ar- 
rangement whereby film and radio 


'names will salute the delegates over 


the air. Their salutations will be re- 
‘corded on platters and preserved in 
Variety Clubs’ permanent archives. 


Climax of the convention will be a 
dinner on a sound stage at the 
Warner studio, with Jack L. Warner 
hosting 1,200 members and 200 film 
industry and civic leaders, At that 
annual ‘Humanitarian 
Award for outstanding welfare work 
will be presented. 

Alex Evelove, 
licity at Warners, 
Hendricks to 
magazine and 


director of pub- 
has appointed Bill 
entertain the daily, 
trade press, with 
and Hollywood Pubs 
Associates in overall charge of 
the ballyhoo. 


While the male visitors are.at- 
tending numerous stag sessions, the 
femme division will be entertained 
by special events. including a style 


show luncheon it the Cocoanut 
Grove and a night at Ken Murray’s 
“Blackouts of 1947. 

Headquarters will be at the Am- 
| bassador hotel where a village of 
33 tents will be pitched on the lawn, 
representing 33 individual chapters. 


incisco and Hartford 
the convention 
time 


Miami, San Fr 
tents will appear at 
the first 
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SAM OD, GOLDWYN 


presents 


“The Best Years of Our Lives” 


starring 


Myrna Loy - . Fredric March - Dana Andrews 


Teresa Wright - Virginia Mayo + Hoagy Carmichael 


and introducing Cathy ()' Donnell. ana Harold Russell 
Directed by William Wyler ¢ Screen Play by Robert E. Sherwood : 


Krom a Novel by Mackinlay Kantor ,¢ Director of Photography Gregg Toland 


- To be released by RKO Radio Pictures. Inc. 
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L.A. Not Hefty; ‘Macomber Bangup_ 


$47,500 in 4 Spots, 
596, ‘Yearling 


Los Angeles, May 6. * 


Overall biz outlook is not too 
hefty although some individual bills 
are good. Only three new shows this 


week, with “Homestretch” sighting | 
nice $59,000 in four theatres and} 
“Macomber Affair” stout $42,500 for | 
four small-seaters. “That's My Man” |} 
shapes as’ modest $20,000 in two} 
Paramount houses | 


Second week of “Yearling” is 


heading for neat $42,500 or near in 
three spots. Second stanza of rels- 
sue combo of “Sea Hawk” and “Sea 


Wolf” looks pleasing $31,500 in three 
locations. Fifth and final frame of 
“Egg and I” will be $27,500 or neal 
in six spots. “Duel in Sun,” after 18 
weeks on reserved seat run, opens to- 
morrow (Wed.) in 25 houses in L. A. 
area on continuous run with ad- 
vanced scale policy. 

Estimates for 

Belmont (FWC) 
“Tarzan and Huntress” 
“Devil Thumbs Ride” 
wk). On'y $1,500 in 5 days. 
week, $3,800. 

Beverly (FWC) (1.352: $1-$1.80) 
“Best Years” (RKO) (19 wk). 
About $4,500. Last week, okay $5,800. 

Beverly Hills Muse Hall (G&S- 
Blumenfeld) (824: 65-$1)—‘Macom- 
ber Affair” (UA). Sturdy $6,500. 
Last week, “Affairs Bel Ami” (UA) 
(2a wk), good $3,800. 

Bruin (FWC) (876; 
and I” (U) (5th wk). 
Last week, good $4,000. 

Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; 50- 
$1)—“Egg and I” (U) (5th wk). 
Light $2,500. Last week, fine $3,600. | 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) _ (2,048; | 
50-$1)—“‘Homestretch” (20th). Good 
$13,000. Lest week, “Late George | 
Apley” (20th) (2d wk), trim $11,800. | 

Downtown (WB) (1,800: 50-$1)— | 
“Sea Hawk” (WB) and “Sea Wolf” 
(WB) (2d wk) (reissues). Neat $13,- | 
000. Last week, $18,100. 

Downtown Music Hall ‘Blumen- 
feld) (872; 55-$1) — “Macomber 
Affair” (UA). Hefty $12,000 or near. 
Last week, “Affairs Ami” (UA) (2d 
wk), slow $7,200. 

Egyptian (FWC) (1,538: 50-$1)— | 
“Yearling” (M-G) (2d wk). Good 
$11,000. Last week, nice $14,400. 

El Rey (FWC) (861; 50-$1)— “Tar- | 
zan Huntress” (RKO) and “Devil | 
Ride” (RKO) (2d wk). Only $2,500 | 
in 5 days. Last week, okay $4,200. 

Esquire (Rosener) (685; $1.20)— | 
“Brief Encounter” (U) (29th wk). | 


This Week 

(1.532: 50-$1)— 
(RKO) and 
(RKO) (2d 
Last 


50-$1)—“Egg | 
Near $3,000. | 


Near $2,000. Last week, nice $2,200. | ing, while 
Four Star (UA-WC) (900: 50-$1)—| jc 


“George Apley” (20th) (m.o.), Smart 


$6,000. Last week, “Johnny o’Clock” 
(Col) and “Bulldog Drummond at 
Bay” (Col) (m.o.) (8 days), nifty 
$5,600. 

Guild (FWC) (968; $1-$1.80)—“Best 
Years’ (RKO) ‘é8th wk). About 


$5,500. Last week. good $6,000. 

Hawaii (G&S-Blumeénield) 
§0-$1) — “Macomber Affair” 
Bright $7,500. Last week, 
Ami” (UA) (2d wk), $2,700. 

Hollywood (WB) (2.756: 50-$1)— 
“Sea Hawk” (WB) and “Sea Wolf” 
(WB) (2d wk) (reissues). Smooth 
$10,000. Last week $14,500. 

Hollyweed Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (475; 50-85) — “Macomber 
Affair” (UA). Big $6.500. Last week, 
“Affairs Ami” (UA) 
$3.000. 

Iris (FWC) (828; 50-85)—“Egg and 
I’ «U) (5th wk). Closing at $5,000. 
Last week, good $6,500. 

Laurel (Rosener ) (890; 85)— 
“Laugh, Pagliacci” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Okay $2,000. Last week $2,500. 


(956; 
(UA). 
“Affairs 


Loew State (Loew-WC) (2,404; 50- | 


$1) — “Homestretch” 
“Jewels of Brandenburg” (20th). 
Trim $26,000. Last week, “George 
Apley” (20th) and “Backlash” (20th) 
(2d wk), very mild $12.900. 

Los Angeles ‘(D'town-WC) 
50-$1)—"Yearling’ (M-G) (2d 
Fancy $23,000. Last week. big $34.500. 

Loyola ‘(FWC) (1,248: 
“Homesiretch” (20th). Bettering $8.- 
500. Last week. “George 
(20th) and “Backlash” 
wk), neat $6.700. 

Marg! (G&S) (900; 50-8) )}—Fan- 
tasia” (RKO) (reissue) ‘(7th wk). 
Down to $3,000. Last week, good 
$3.900. 

Uillion Dollar (D'town) (2.420; 50- 


(20th) and 


(2,097; 


(20th) (2d 


85)—‘Tarzan Huntress” (RKO) and 
“Devil Rice” «RKO). Fair $5.000 in 
8 days. Last week. “Lost Honey- 


moon” (E-'.) and “Joke, Son” ¢(E-L), 
scant $3,800. 

Orpheum (D'town-WC) (2.210; 50- 
$1)—“Tarzan Huntress” (RKO) and 
“Devil Ride” (RKO). 
$6.000 in 5 days. Last week, good 
$20,100. 

Palace (‘(D'town-WC) (1.237: §$1- 
$1.80)—“Best Years’ (RKO) (1h 
wk). Dropping to $8,000. Last weck, 
$9.800. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 50-$1)— 
“Framed” (Col) and “King Wild 
Horses” (Cdl) (2d wk). Trim $10,000. 
Last week, good $20.500. 

“ Paramount (F&M) (3,398: 50-$1 )— 
“That’s My Man” (Rep) and “Spoil- 
ers of North” (Rep). Slow $13,000 or 
medr. Last week, *Hit Parade “47” 


( 


| “Duel 


(2d wk), okay 


wk) | 
50-$1 )— | 


Apley” | 


Fair $5,000 in | 


‘Homestretch Nice 
Neat 42146 in 2d 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 








This Week $594,000 
(Based on 19 tneatres) 
Last Year.. .. $749,000 


‘Based on 16 theatres) 








(Rep) 
$12,500. 
Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1.- 


and “Calendar Girl” (Rep) 


451; 50-$1)—“That’s My Man” (Rep) 
Mild $7,500 or better. Last. week, 
“Hit Parade” (Rep) and “Calendai 


Girl” ¢tRep), slow $8,200. 

RKO H listreet (RKO) 
80)—"“Framed” (Col) and “King 
Wild Horses” (Col) (2d wk). Okay 
$12.000.. Last week, strong $25,200. 

Ritz (FWC) (1,370: 50-$1)—“Egg 
and I” (U) (5th wk). 
Last week, good $5,800. 

Studio City (FWC) (880: 50-$1)- 
“Egg and I’ (U) (5th wk). 
$3.000. Last week, neat $5,000 

United Artists (UA-WC) 
50-$1)—“Egg and I” (U) (5th 
Good $9,500. Last week, trim $14,000. 

Uptown ‘(FWC) (1,719; 50-$1)— 
“Homestretch” (20th). Sturdy $12,- 
000 or close. Last week, “George 
Apley” (20th) and “Backlash” (20th) 
(24d wk), good $9,200. 

Vogue (FWC) (885: $1.20-$1.80)— 
in Sun” (SRO) (18th wk). 
Oke $5,500. Last week, neat $6.300. 

Wilshire (FWC) (2,296: 50-$1)— 
“Yearling” (M-G) (2d wk). Nice 
$8,500. Last week. smooth $11,200. 

Wiltern (WB) 
Hawk” (WB) and “Sea Wolf” (WB) 
(2d wk) (reissues). Good $8,500. Last 
week, trim $13,500. 


Egg Record 346 
Sets Frisco Pace 


San Francisco, May 6. 
Despite the fact that biz is listless 


(2,890; 50- 


(2,100; 





at most theatres this week, “Egg and | 


I’ is soaring to a new house record 
at the Orpheum, witha sock $34,000. 
This tops the old mark held by 
“Gilda.” “Blaze of Noon” and “Late 
George Apley” both are disappoint- 
“Carnival in Costa Rica” 
is only fair. 
Estimates for This Week 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 60-95) 


| headed by 3 Stooges and Jeri Sulli- 


“Beat Band” (RKO) and 
headed by Vivian Blaine. 
Wheeler and The Vagabonds, 
$26,000, 


Fox 


vaude 
Bert 
oke 


(FWC) 





(4,651; 


| at $18,000 or under. Last week, “Sea 


‘of Grass” (M-G) (2d wk), trim 
| $18,000. 
Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 55-85)— 


“Carnival in Costa Rica” (20th). Fair 
; $16,500. Last week, “Happened in 
| Brooklyn” (M-G) (2d wk), $11,000. 
Paramount (Par) (2,646; 55-85)— 
i “Blaze of Noon” (Par) and “Ladies’ 
|Man” (Par). Modest $14,000. Last 
week, “Easy Come” (Par) and “Im- 
| perfect Lady” (Par) (2d wk), pleas- 
ing $12,500 in 6 days. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 55-85)— 
“Calcutta” (Par) (3d wk). Down to 
| $9,000. Last week, nice $12,000. 


Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448: 55- 


| 85)—“Egg and I” «(U). Terrific $34.- | 


| 000 and new record here. Last week, 


“Ramrod” (UA) (2d wk), okay $12.- | 


500 after nice $18,000 opener. 
United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1,207: 
, 55-85 )—“Affairs Bel Ami” (UA) (2d 
wk). Way cff at $6,000 or less. Last 
| week, $10,500. 
Stagedoor (Ackerman) 
, to $2.40)—“Henry V” (UA) (32d wk). 
| Nice $2,500 or close for final week. 
Last week, $3,000. 

United Nations (FWC) (F149: $1 to 
$1.80)--“Best Years” (RKO) (8th 
,; wk). Okay $7,000 for final 6 days. 
| Last week, sturdy $9,500. 


Clay (‘Roesner) (400; 65-85)—*“This 
Happy Breed” (U) (2d wk). Fine 
| $3,000. Last week, excellent $3,700. 


Larkin (‘(Roesner) (440: 65-85)— 
“Bel Ami” (Indie). Pleasing $1,700 
in 3 days. Last week, “Stone Flower” 
| (Indie) (3d wk), oke $1.400, 


Costello Playground Opens 
| Hollywood, May 6. 

Lou Costello, Jr., Youth 
tion, eastside playground and medical 
clinie was officially opened over the 
weekend with dedication by Cos- 
tello and Bud Abbott, who endowed 
the $380,000 center. 

Peggy Ryan, Gloria Jean and Jean 
Peters assisted, along with a host 
of civic officials. 


‘Band’ Blah 7G, Omaha; 
‘Affair’ 12G in 10 Days 


Omaha, May 6. 


| Slump hit most theatres here 
over the weekend, with all spots 
feeling decline. “Alexander’s Rag- 


time Band,” at the Orpheum, didn’t 
open as well as expected and looks 
the big disappointer of the week. 
Estimates for This Week 
Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 16-65)— 
“Rue Madeleine” (20th) and “Gin- 
| ger” (Mono). Light $8,500. Last week, 
“Pursued” (UA) (m.o.) and “Born 


Monroe Lifts ‘Temptation’ to Torrid 
496, Hub; ‘Breed’ NIG Blaze’ Only 216 


Boston, May 6. 
Vaughn Monroe’s band is hypo- 
ing “Temptation” to a sock week at 
RKO Boston this frame. Other spots 
generally are unimpressive. “Farm- 
er’s Daughter,” in second week at 
Memorial, still is stout. “This Happy 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 








Down to $4,500. 
Slow | 


wk). | 


(2.300: 50-$1)—“Sea | 


—‘Likely Story” (RKO) plus vaude | 
van. Sad $18,000 or near. Last week, | 


55-95 )—“Late | 
| George Apley” (20th). Disappointing | 


(350: $1.80. 


Founda- | 


- i Te Wee, rece $2,859,000 

Oh eee ees Soo (3.000: 16- (Based on 20 cities, 204 thea- 
65) i “Alexander's: Ragtime Band”| tres, chiefly first runs, intluding 
(20th) (reissue) and “Dangerous Na 

Money” (Mono). Thin $7,000, and Total Gross Same Week 

big disappointment of wet k Last Last Year $2,970,700 
week, “Abie’s Irish Rose’ (UA) and (Based on 23 cities, 193 theatres) 
“Devil on Wheels” (PRC), smart 








$12,800. 


Paramount (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 


‘y ae 
65)—‘“*Macomber Affair” (UA). Mild Yearling Wow $30,000, 
$12,000 in 10 days. Last week, “Pur- ‘ ‘ ‘ 
sued” (UA) (m.o.) and “Born to S L ‘ C | 166 
Speed” (PRC), fair $9,000. {. Loo; Uarniva 
Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 00, 74, St. Louis, May 6. 
$1.20)—"“Best Years (RKO) (3d | Clearing skies after a week of 
wk). Still smash at $11,500, and holds lalmost continuous rain and some 


again. Last week, $12,500. 


up the boxoffice this stanza. “The | 
T e - Yearling,” aided and Rute ag by 

sock advertising, will breeze home 
Jones Ups ‘Temptation’ § —{ sec 


top gross. 
Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 
“Love and Learn” (WB) and “The 


To Record $38,000, D.C.; 
Town’ 126, ‘Calif.’ 256 


Guilty” (Mono). Good $18,000. Last 
week, “Smash-Up” (U) and “Lady 
Washington, May 6. | Chaser’ (PRC), $19,000. 

Biz is very brisk for all new fea- | Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—"Stal- 
tures in mid-town sector this week,| lion Road” (WB) and “Last Fron- | 
but slipped noticeably in holdover) tier Uprising’ (Rep). Just $20,000. 
situations. Spike Jones band at Capi-| Last week, “Way With Women” 
tol, with “Temptation,” is chalking|(WB) and “Calendar Girl” (Rep), 


up a record for the big Loew house. | $22,000. 

Trio of Loew's houses all are doing! Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75) — 
well, with “California” at the Palace, | “Yearling” (M-G). Wham _ $30,000. 
and reissue of “Boom Town” at Co-! Last week, “Dead Reckoning” (Col) 
'lumbia, making solid music with the| and “Millie’s Daughter” (Col), nice 


cash register. $20,000. 
4 ‘ » & > ROR 
Estimates for This Week Missouri (F&M) (3.500: 50-75)— 
ee Ve. ~ omni “Carnival Costa Rica (20th) and 
‘oan — ene Res ge la “George Apley” (20th). Stout 
| “Temptation” ( plus Spike Jones | ¢;¢ mom dap A ¥ . she. 
;orch on stage. Record-breaking $38,- | ; 16,000. Last week, “Song Schehe 


razade” (U) and “Pursued” 





Last 


A : KO) 
000 due to Jones’. draw, topping (2d wk). $10.000 as 
| Sammy Kaye’s fancy $36,000. Last Orpheum (Loew) (2.000: 50-75 )— 
| week, ‘Ramrod (UA) plus vaude, | «pea Reckoning” (Col) and “Mil- 
below hopes at $24,000. | lie’s Daughter” (Col) (m. o.). Okay 
| Columbia (Loew's) (1,263; 44-80)— | $7,000) - Last week. “Macomber Af- 
|““Boom Town” (M-G) (reissue). Hot! fair’ (UA) and “Susi Steps Out” 
| $12,000 Last week, “Red House” | (Col) (m.o.), good $8500. 
| (UA) (2d run), $7,000. St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-75) — 
| Earle (WB) (2,154; 44-85)—“Sea|“Odd Man Out” (U) and “Trap” 


Hawk” and “Sea Wolf’ (WB) (re- | (Mono) (2d wk). Big $7,000. 
issues). Falling below expectations, | week, $7,500. 


largely because can only get in four | 


s ’s daily. Fair . Last w é ? 
Lowe aay eae S18678) vais oo’ | Lombardo Ups ‘Way’ To 





Hippodrome (Lust) (365; 44-85 »— | ‘ ° - 

|“Brief Encounter” (U) (2d wk). Fine Giant $32,000 In Mols.; 
‘ ’ - 

Keith's (RKO) (1,838: 90-$1.50)— ’ Solid G 
, ‘Best Years” (RKO) (8th wk). Ta- Pursued oli : at 12 
, $16,000. With Guy Lombardo on the stage 

Little (Miller) (285; $1.20-$2.40)—/| plus “That Way With Women,” 
| to $3,500, slightly more than half of | terrific session. It's Lombardo’s first 
capacity. Ditto last week. Closing | theatre date here and he’s drawing 
weeks, | newcomer attractions are “Pursued” 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,153: 44-70)—| and the revived “Alexander's Rag- 


$5,000 and hold. Last week, same. 

pered to $14,000 fer finale. Last week, | Minneapolis, May 6. 
“Henry V” (UA) (26th wk). Slipped | Radio City currently is soaring to a 
| May 28, with estimated $80,000 in 28 | great crowds. The only other major 
| “The Locket” (RKO) (2d wk). Sharp| time Band,” with former getting an 





wri Hy? ge gaged opening big especially good play. 
at $16, ast week. : "hi k 
Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 44-70)— momeunins Spe, Fae wee 


KCali fornia” : e Astor (Par) (900; 30-44)—‘Strange 
Arie Wace Semrtioa™ thier cod | Journey” (20th) and “Renegade Girl” 
| wk) big $15 000 . ~ | (SG). Satisfactory $2,200 in 5 days. 
F ita: “Ginger” (Mono) and “Jungle Siren” 
(PRC) opened today (Tues.). Last 


“SONG HEFTY $16,000, | 'Ssten were’ S0"na5.” tay 


$2,000. 
PROV. ‘TARZAN’ 176 tt ait sua 
* |“Ragtime Band” (20th) 

, | Good $7,000. Last week 

Providence, May 6. | ea. : ; 

Miserable, wet weekend kept most | ra hes Chccy Tineke aah" Dentot 

a i at home and helped | Boone” (Indie) (reissue). Mild $3,- 

| SV zZ on Saturday and Sunday to | 000 Last week. “It’s Joke. Son” 
give most stands a fairly comfort- | (p 1) tight $2 B00 i 8 bn me on 
able lift. RKO Albee’s “Tarzan and | 1 oat sae she ar 100. 50 75) 

, the Huntress” and Majestic’s “Seng a ce AY, _SU-19)— 





50-70 )— 
(reissue). 


| of Scheherazade” look best bets of | Pog nl (UA) (2d wk). Few pic- 
/new pix. | tures here pes Po so ne gp one 
: Ban. newspaper publicity, good and bad. 

Estimates for This Week | Slipoing considerably this week but 


Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)—*“Tar- | still big at $12,000. First week was 


week, “Favorite Bru- 


zan and Huntress” (RKO) and | huge $23,000. 
“Likely Story” (RKO). Snappy | Lyric (Par) (1,100; 50-70)—‘“Im- 
$17,000. Last week, “Trail Street’ | perfect Lady” (Par) (m.o.). Modest 
‘RKO) and “Earlk Carroll Sketch- | $4,000. Last 


book” (RKO), big $19,000. nette” (Par) (4th wk), fine $4,500, 
Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 44-65) | giving it hefty $36,000 for loop en- 

—“13 Rue Madeleine” (20th) (2d | Zagement in three houses. 

run). Nice ..6,500. Last week, “I'll; Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 

Be Yours” (U) and “Michigan Kid” | “Way With Women” (WB) and Guy 

(20th) (2d run), good $6,000. | Lombardo orch, others, on stage. 
Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65 i—“Trail | Terrific $32,000, due to Lombardo 

to San Antone” (Rep) and vaude on | draw. 


stage. Neat $8,000. Last week, “It's | (Par), sickly $11,000. 

Joke Son” (ELF) and vaude, same.| RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2.800: 50- 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— | 70)—‘Pursued” (WB). Nice $12.000. 

“Song Scheherazade” ‘U)> and, Last week, “Dead Reckoning” (Col) 

“Biondie’s Big Moment” (WB).| (2d wk), held to 5 days because | 

Hefty $16,000. Last week, “Rue| Sigmund Romberg was in for two 

Madeleine” (20th), $14,000. nights. Fine $7,000. 

_ Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44-,| RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600: 90-$1.50) 

,65)—"“Johnny O'Clock” (Col) and|—‘“Best Years’ (RKO) (8th wk). 


| “Susie Steps Out” (Mono). Fairly | Still profitable at $6,000. Last week 
nice $13,000. Last week. “Fabulous | fine $8.000. . 


Dorseys” (UA) and. “Fall Guy”}| State (Par) (2.300: 50-70)— “Sea of 
(Mono), fair $11,000. | Grass” (M-G) (2d wk). ° Healthy 
State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)—‘“Sea | $10,000 after socko $16,000 first week. 
of Grass” (M-G) (2d wk). Very Uptown (Par) (1,000: 50-55)— 
nice $15,500 after sock $26,500 in “Razor's Edge” (20th). First nabe 
first stanza. showing. Big $6,000. Last week, | 
Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) | “Suddenly Spring” (Par), good 
—" Suddenly Spring” (Par) and “Big , enough $4,000. 
Town” (Par). Opened today (Mon.).| Werld (Mann) (350: 50-99)— 
Last week, “Easy Come” (Par) and | “Dead Reckoning’ (Col)  (m.o.). | 
Ri ™, ya oe fairly good | Moderate $2,000. Last week. “Stal- 
$12.5 n ahead, “California” (Par) } li ad” 4 : air 
| «3d wk), $8,000. ornia” (Pa lion Road” (WB) (3d wk), fail 


+ $2,200. 


outstanding screen fodder will whip | 


50-75) | 


“Sister's | 


Last week, “Imperfect Lady” | 


Breed” shapes fancy at the Exeter, 
Exhibitoys are blaming the weather 
for the slow pace. 


Estimates for This Week 





| Boston (RKO) (3,200; 50-$1.10)— 
|}“Temptation” (U) with Vaughn 
Monroe orch, Acromaniacs, Johnny 


| Mack, others, on stage. Smash $49. 
000 or better, sensational consider. 
ing how biz is elsewhere. Last week 
‘Carnival Costa Rica” (20th) vith 
Wally Brown, Annen and Broderick, 


others, on stage, $25,000 

Esquire (M-P) (1,200: 9%1.80)~ 
|“Best Years” (RKO) (19th wk), 
| Nice $6,000 after about the same last 
week, phenomenal. 
| Exete: (Indie) (1,200: 40-65)— 
| “This Happy Breed” (U). Opened 
|i ith hold outs, heading for huge 
$11,000. Last week, “Adventuress” 
|(E-L) and “Overlanders” (E-L), 
$7,000. 

Fenway (M-P) (1,373: 40-80)~ 
“Stallion Road” (WB) and “Imper- 
fect Lady” (Par) (m.0.). From Met, 
| moderate $9,000. Last week. “Pur- 
sued” (WB) and “Winter Wonder- 
|Jand” (Rep), $8,500. 

Kenmore (Indie) (700: 30-74)— 
“Ivan the Terrible” (Indie) (3rd 
wk). Fine $2,000 after $3.500 for 
second. 

Majestic (Indie) (1,500: 40-80)— 
|“Bedelia” (E-L) and “Untamed 


Fury” (PRC) (3d wk). 
after $6,500 last. 
Memorial (RKO) (2,900: 40-80)— 
“Farmer’s Daughter” (RKO) and 
“Banjo” (RKO) (2d wk). Staunch 
$28,000 after smash $35,000 for first. 
Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367: 40-80) 
|—"Blaze of Noon” (Par) and “Way 
| With Women” (WB). No go here at 
| $21,000. Last week, “Stallion Road” 
| (tors and “Hard-Boiled Mahoney” 
| 


Nice $4,000 





(Mono), $22,000. 


Orpheum (Loew) (2.900: 40-80)— 
“Sea of Grass” (M-G) and “Bulldo 
Drummond at Bay” (Col) (2d wk 
Okay $23,000 after fine $29.000 in 
first despite little advance bally 

Paramount (M-P) (1,700: 40-80)— 
“Stallion Road” (WB) and “Imper- 
fect Lady” (Par) (m.o.). Fairly good 
$17,000. Last week, “Pursued” (WB) 


-" 


and “Winter Wonderland” (Rep), 
$15,000. 
State (Loew) (3,200: 40-80)—“Sea 


of Grass’ (M-G) and “Bulldog 
Drummond at Bay” (Col) (2d wk). 


er $14,000 after good $16,000 on 
irst. 


Tremont (Jaycock) (1,500; 40-80) 
—‘“Abie’s Irish Rose” (UA) and 
“Fool's Gold” (UA) (2d wk). So-so 


$5,000 after $6,000 opening week. 


BENEKE LIFTS ‘EASY’ 
SMASH $38,000, DET. 


Detroit, May 6. 
_ About the only bright spot here 
is at the Michigan where Tex it yack 





and his Glenn Miller orch will jac 
up biz for “Easy Come, Easy Go 
Both “The Late George Apley” at 
the United Artists and “Carnival in 
Costa Rica” look weak. 
Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,740; 70-95)— 
“The Locket” (RKO) and “Dick 
Tracy vs. Cueball” (RKG; (2d wk), 
Loud $12,000. Last week, stout 
$16,000. ~ 





Broadway-Capitol ‘(United Des 
troit) (3,309; 70-95)—“Boom Town) 
(M*G) (reissue) and “Yankee Fakir” 
(Rep). Okay $14,000. Last wee 
“Trail Street” (RKO) and “Web of 
Danger” (Rep) (2d wk), trim $11,000. 
Cinema (Marten) (250: 60-90)-+ 
“Children of Paradise” (Indie) (2d 
wk). Good $1,000. Last week, $1,400. 
| Downtown (Balaban) (2,683: I+ 
| 1.50)—“Best Years” (RKO) (5ta 
'wk). Down to $15,000. Last week, 
| good $18,000, 
Fox (Fox-Michigan) 





(5,100: 70 
| 95)—“Carnival Costa Rica” 20th) 
jand “Backlash” (20th). Only $24,009. 


|Last week, “Egg and I” (U) (#h 
| wk), loud $21,000. 
Madison (United Detroit) (1,866; 


50-60)—"Rue Madeleine” (20th) and 
|“Fabulous Suzanne” (Rep). Fair 
$2,100 in 3 days. Last week, “Cloyds 
Roll By” (M-G) and “Luckiest Guy 
in World,” $2,400 in 3 days. 

| Michigan (United Detroit) (4.039: 
| 80-1)—“Easy Come” (Par) with Tew 
_Beneke and Glenn Miller orch, 
| Artie Dann, and others, on stage. 
| Smash $38,000. Last week, “Pursued’ 
(WB) and “Beat Band” (RKO) (2d 
wk), tepid $16,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (2,7 
976: 70-95) — “Fabulous Dorseys 
| (UA) and “Abie’s Irish Rose” (UA). 
| Fair $18,000. Last week, “Imperfect 
Lady” (Par) and “Winter Wonder- 
| land” (Rep), $20,000. 
| United Artists (United Deiroit) 
| (1,941: 70-95)—““George Apley” (201h) 
and “Code of West” (RKO). Noi s@ 
| good $17,000. Last week. “Macomber 
Affair” (UA) and “Devil Thumbs 


Ride” (RKQ) (2d wk), $15,000. 
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Cavallaro Ups ‘Ladies’ Man’ Big 556, 
Chi; Andrews Sis Tilt ‘Kid’ Tall 506 


&. 





Chicago, May 6. 

“Ladies’ Man” hacked by Carmen 
Cavallaro band on stage at Chicago 
leads Loo rade for an indicated 
big $55,000. ‘Michigan Kid” and the 
Andrews Sisters heading Oriental’s 
stageshow, looks strong second for 
top coin at solid $50,000. Of the two 
other newcomers, “It Happened in 
Srooklyn,” at United Artists, is 
wright at $26,000. “Ramrod” coupled 
with “Susie Steps Out” at Palace is 
figured to go better than $23,000. 

Disappointment of week is reissue 
of “Alexander’s Ragtime Band” with 
“Back Lash” at Rialto which is 
slated to do little better than $10,000. 

“Jolson Story” at Apollo, with ap- 
arent $16,000 for its 19th week, and 
‘Best Years” at Woods, with indica- 
tions of a substantial $21,000, for its 
Oth week, continue to be current 
oe in holdover class. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apolieo (B&K) (1,200; 95)—‘Jolson 
Story” (Col) (19th wk). Steady 
$16,000. Last week, $16,200. - 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 95)— 
“Ladies’ Man” (Par) plus Carmen 
Cavallaro orch heading stage show 
will keep house in top gross slot 
with big $55,000. Last week, “Cross 
My Heart” (Par) with Guy Lom- 
bardo orch on stage, about same. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 95)—“‘Angel 
and Badman” (Rep) 2d wk). Nice 
$16,000. Last week, sock $20,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 95)—“Ma- 
comber Affair” (UA) (2d wk). Not 
as good as expected at $15,000, but 
fine profit. Last week, $22,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 95)— 
“Michigan Kid” (U) plus Andrews 
Sisters heading stage bill. Strong 
$50,000. Last week, “Boomerang” 
(20th) with Tex Beneke and Glenn 
Miller orch on stage, (2d wk), big 
$43,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 95)—“Ram- 
rod” (UA) and “Susie Steps Out” 
(UA). Good $23,000. Last week, 
“Buck Privates Come Home” (U) 
nd “Madonna of Seven Moons” (U) 
Ist run), $19,000. 

Rialto (Indie) (1,700; 65-95)— 
“Ragtime Band” (20th) (reissue) and 
“Back Lash” (20th). Very disap- 

inting $10,000. t week, “Boom 
Fown” (M-G) and “Wildwest” (PRC) 
(reissues), only $8,500. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 95)— 
“Stallion Road” (WB) (2d wk). Not 
uite as good as hoped with $17,000. 
Past week, rousing $22,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 95)— 
“California” (Par) (4th wk). Okay 
$19,000. Last week, fine $23,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 95)— 
“Happened In Brooklyn” (M-G). 
Bright $26,000. Last week, “Lady 
In Lake” (M-G) (3d wk), big $16,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 95-$1.80) 
—“Best Years” (RKO) (20th wk). 
Holding well at $21,000. Last week, 
$22,000. 

World (Playhouse) (Indie) (587; 
75)—“Carmen” (Indie). Although 
off with others will do very fancy 
$5,000. Last week, “Road Back 
(Indie), 


Duel Terrf 356 
Lille Standout 


Louisville, May 6. 

Town's big spree, the Kentucky 
Derby on Saturday (3), brought lots 
of activity to downtown houses. 
Loew's State, with “Duel in Sun” at 
$1:25 top, tried a new stunt, all-night 
operation Derby Eve (2). “Duel looks 
smash, and may break the mark set 
by “Gone With The Wind.” At five 
shows a day, it should hit a terrific 
figure. Elsewhere in the downtown 
area business is good to fair. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,200; 40-60)—“Favorite Brunette” 
(Par) (m.o.). Neat 
week, “Boomerang” 
Magnificent Rogue’ 
oke $4,000. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 30-40) 
—“Notorious” (RKO) and “Johnn 
O'Clock” (Col). Up to good $3,400. 
Last week, “Love Laughs Andy 
Hardy” (M-G) and “Dead Reckon- 
ing” (Col), $3,300. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,100; 
40-60)—“Stallion Road” (WB) (3d 
wk). Fairish $6,000 after last week's 
Okay $7,500. 

‘National (Standard) (2,400; 40-60) 
—"“Egg and I” (U) (5th wk). Still 
surprisingly profitable at solid $9,000 
and about same as last week (4th). 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400: 
40-60 )—“Carnival Costa Rica” (20th) 
and “Backlash” (20th). Looks me- 
dium $15,000. Last week, “Favor- 
ite Brunette” (Par), 3.500 80e 

( 





(Rep) (m.o.), 


State (Loew's) (3,300; 90c and 
$1.25)—“Duel in Sun” RO). Off 
to terrific start, with all night show- 
ing Friday (2), Derby Eve. With 
hiked scale, looks to do socko $35,- 

- Last week, “Guilt Janet Ames” 
st 28 “Framed” (Col), bright 


. Strand ( Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 40- 


0)—“Ladies’ Man” (Par) and “Big | 
Last | 


Town” (Par). Mildish $5,500. 
week, “Locket” (RKO) and “Falcon’s 
Adventure” (RKO), neat $6,000. 


¥ 


Grosses Are Net 


Film gross estimates, as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, ie. with- 
out the 20% tax. Distributors 
share on net take, when playing 
percentage, hence the estimated 
figures are net income. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, ine 
clude the U.S. amusement tax. 


K.C. Mild But ‘Yearling’ 
Lofty 206, ‘Daughter, 
‘Accomplice’ Lively 126 


; Kansas City, May 6. 

Week's biz is mild except for 
“The Yearling.” at the Midland, 
which looks big enough to rate a 
second week. “Farmer’s Daughter” 
at the Orpheum looks good but not 
big, and may hold. 

Estimates for This Week 
Esquire - Uptown - Fairway 
Midwest) (820, 2,043, 700; 45-65)— 
“Alexander’s Ragtime Band” (20th) 
(reissue). Mild $12,000 in same three 
houses where it had a four-week 
run on first release. Last week, 
“Egg and I” (U) (4th wk), neat $10,- 
000 in 6 days, and terrific $80,000 in 

4 weeks. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 65) — 
“Carmen” (Indie) (2d wk). Nice 
$5,500. Last week, about same. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,560; 45-65)— 
“Yearling” (M-G). Playing solo in- 
stead of usual duals. This means ex- 
tra show daily and _ stout $20,000. 
Likely holds. Last week, “Sea of 
Grass” (M-G) and “Bulldog Drum- 
mond” (Col), $18,000. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 45- 
65)—“Suddenly Spring” (Par) (2d 
wk) so-so $9,000. Last week picture 
had nice $15,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,900; 45-65) — 
“Farmer’s Daughter” (RKO) and 
“Accomplice” (PRC). Sturdy $12,- 
000, and maybe a second week. Last 
week, “Ramrod” (UA) and ‘“Vaca- 
tion Days” (Mono), light $9,000. 

Tampico (Dickinson) (750; 65) — 
“All Rome Trembled” (Indie). Slow 
$1,000. Last week, ‘“Welldigger’s 
Daughter” (Indie), moveover from 
5 weeks at Kimo. Acceptable $1,500. 








Tower (Fox-Joffee) (2,100; 45-65) 
—“Wake Up, Dream” (20th). Re- 
turns house to regular scale. Light 
$6,500. Last week, “Best Years” 
(RKO) (4th wk), okay $9,000 at 
$1.50 top. ‘ 





Daughter’ Bright 186 
In Denver; ‘Affair’ 196 


Denver, May 6. 

“Farmer's Daughter,” with a sock 
week at the Orpheum, looks standout 
here this session. “Macomber Affair” 
is not too good at the Denver and 
Webber. “Suddenly Spring” is big 
enough to hold a third week at Den- 
ham. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74)— 
“Pursued” (WB) and “Little Iodine” 
(UA) (m.o.). Good $5,000. Last week; 
“Fantasia” (RKO) (reissue) (m.o.), 
$6,000. 

Broadway (Cin®ma) (1,500; 35-74) 
—‘Adventure in Music” (Indie). 
Good $7,500. Last week, “Black Bess”’ 
(M-G) and “Born to Speed” (PRC) 
(4th wk), $3,500 in 4 days. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70)— 
“Suddenly Spring” (Par) (2d wk). 
Fine $11,000 or near. Holds again. 
Last week, big $15,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)— 
“Macomber Affair’ (UA) and “So 
Dark Night” (Col), day-date with 
Webber. Trim $16,000. Last week, 
“Pursued” (WB) and “Little Iodine” 
(UA), also Webber, $17,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)—“Car- 
nival Costa Rica” (20th) and “King 
of Wild Horses” (Col) (2d wk). Thin 
$1,500 in 4 days. “George Apley” 
(20th) and “Magnificent Rogue” 
(Rep). in 3 days, fair $1,500. ast 
week, “Carnival” (20th) and “Wild 
Horses” (Col), also Paramount, fair 


$2,500. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“Farmer's Daughter” (RKO) and 


“Devil Thumbs Ride” (RKO). Fancy 
$18,000, and holds. Last week, “Sea 
of Grass” (M-G) and “Secret Whis- 
tler” (Col) (2d wk), $14,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“Carnival” (20th) and “Wild Horses’ 
(Col) (2d wk). Good $4,000 in 4 days. 
“George Apley” (20th) and “Mag- 
nificent Rogue’ (Rep), nice $4,500 in 
3 days. Last week, “Carnival” (20th) 
and “Wild Horses” (Col). fair $9,500. 

Rialto (Fox) (878: 35-74)—‘Best 
Years” (RKO) (8th wk). Trim $4,000. 
Last week, $5,000. 

Tabor (Fox) (1,976; 35-74)—“Beast 
Five Fingers’ (WB) and “Brute 
Man” (PRC). Big $9,000. Last week, 
“District Attorney” 
show, about same 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)— 
“Macomber Affair” (UA) and “So 
Dark Night” (Col), also Denver. Mild 
$3,000. Last week. “Pursued” (WB) 
land “Little Iodine” (UA), $3,500. 





(Fox |} 





| or near, 
(Col) and stage | 


| 
! 
| 
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Carle Boosts ‘Easy Come’ 
Sock $23,500 in Indpls.; 
‘Years’ 186, Spring’ 126 


Indianapolis, May 6. 
Best all-around film biz of spring 
is in prospect this stanza. “Easy 
Come, Easy Go” is tops, with much of 
credit to Frankie Carle band on stage 
at Circle. “Best Years of Life,” at 
Keith’s, will lead straight filmers at 
upped scale, with “Suddenly It’s 
Spring” fronting for regular starters. 
“Egg and I” moved to Lyric for fifth 
week downtown, still is g&od. 
Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 48- 
72)—“Easy Come” (Par) with Frankie 
Carle orch, others, on stage. Sock 
$23,500. Last week, “Angel and Bad- 
man” (Rep) and “Ghost Goes Wild” 
(Rep), nifty $11,000 at 40-60c scale. 
Indiana (Gamble-Dolle) (3,300; 40- 


60 )—“Suddenly 5 pg (Par) and 
“Fear in Night” (Par). Sturdy $12,- 
000. Last week, “Pursued” (WB), 


tepid $10,500. 

Keith’s (Gamble-Dolle) (1,300; 74- 
$1.20)—“‘Best Years” (RKO). Hefty 
$18,000. Last week) “Egg and I” (4th 
week), fancy $7,000 in 4 days, mak- 
ing near $50,000 for run at 40-60c 
scale. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,450; 40-60)— 
“Johnny O’Clock” (Col) and “Cig- 
arette Girl” (Col). Oke $10,000. Last 
week, “Sea of Grass” (M-G) and 
“Lone Wolf Mexico” (Col), ditto. 

Lyric (Gamble-Dolle) (1,600; 40- 
60)—“Egg and I” (U) (mo.). Very 
good $7,500 for fifth week downtown. 
Last week, “Sinbad Sailor” (RKO) 
(m.o.), fair $5,000. 


Daughter’ Stout 
$17,000 in Cincy 


Cincinnati, May 6. 
Downtown houses have more new 
bills this week than last session but 
biz in Fg ving is only slightly better 
and off from what it was not long 
ago. Combo Albee with “That Way 
With Women” and Louis Jordan 
topping the stageshow is leading the 
town. Straight films are fronted by 
“Farmer's Daughter,” robust for the 
Palace, with “Sea of Grass” and 
“Happened in Brooklyn” following 
in order. “Egg and I” continues 

strong in its fifth week at Keith’s. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-95)—“Way 
With Women” (WB) and Louis Jor- 
dan Tympany Five, others, on stage. 
All right $26,000. Last week, 
“Brasher Doubloon” (20th) and Car- 
men Cavallaro orch, others, on stage, 
sharp $30,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 55-70)— 
“Sea of Grass” (M-G). Smooth $13,- 
000. Holds. Last week, “Best Years” 
(RKO) (7th wk) at 90-$1.50 scale, 
good $10,000. For seven weeks, about 





$115,000 was garnered, a Cincy 
record. 

Grand (RKO) (1,430: 55-70)— 
“Happened in Brooklyn” (M-G). 
Moderate $11,000, below hopes. 


Slated for second week. Last week, 
“Boomerang” (20th) (2d wk), fair- 
ish $7,000, 

Keith’s (UP) (1,542; 55-70)—“Egg 
and I” (U) (5th wk). Still plenty 
wholesome at $8,000, following 
robust $12,000 for fourth. 


Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 55-70)—“Easy 
Come” (Par) and “Cigarette Girl” 
(Col). Slow $4,500. Last week, 
“Meet John Doe” (RKO) (reissue) 
and “Blondie’s Holiday” (Col), 
$4,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600: 55-70)— 


“Farmer's Daughter” (RKO). Buxom 
$17,000. Last week, “Happened on 
Fifth Ave.” (Mono), okay $13,000. 
Shubert (RKO) (2.100: 55-70)— 
“Happened on Fifth Ave.” (Mono) 
(m.o.). So-so $4,500. Last week, 
“Trail Street” (RKO) (m.o.), $4,000. 


Pitt Dullish, but 2 ‘Hawks’ 
156, ‘Daughter’ 166, 2d 


Pittsburgh, May 6. 
Almost nothing but the blues here 
again this week. Best bet is the 
standout biz of “Farmer’s Daughter,” 
great on second week at Warner's. 
“Sea Wolf” and “Sea Hawk” are 
sturdy for reissues at the Stanley. 
Two new ones, “Shocking Miss Pil- 
rim” at Fulton, and “Imperfect 

ady” at Penn, both are dullish. 

Estimates for This Week 


Art Cinema (260; $1.20-$2.40)— 
“Henry V" (UA) (8th wk). Wound 
up engagement with big $3,800, not 
too far off from that done at begin- 
ning of run. Announcement of final 
week brought them out. In two 
months did better than $27,500. 
House went back to regular policy 
with opening of “Carmen” (Indie). 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 40-70)— 
“Miss Pilgrim” (20th). Modest $9,000 
Last week, ninth of “Best 
Years” (RKO), limited to three days 
and got $4,000 at 90c-$1.40 scale. 
Picture on run of 69 days grossed 
almost $160,000. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200: 40-70)— 
“Dead Reckoning” (Col) (2d wk). 

(Continued on page 31) 





‘Carnegie’ Tuneful $66,000 in N.Y. 
Despite Rain; ‘Love -Hutton Orc 496, 
‘Jolson’ 156, ‘Ege’ Sturdy 1286, H.0. 


Heavy rainfall on a majority of; big $136,000 for first stanza. 
week will| on indef. 


| Park Avenue (U) (583; $1.20-$2.40) 


days during the past 
dampen gross takings in many Broad- 
way firstruns this session. Particu- 
larly hard hit are the extended-run 
pictures, many managers admitting 
that potential patrons either stayed 
home or patronized 
theatres on the wet days. Rain, too, 
will slough several newcomers. 
Despite the moisture, “Carnegie | 
Hall” shapes as strong at both the 
Winter Garden and Park Avenue, 
two houses in which it Opened last 
Friday (2). Picture is especially big | 
at the continuous-run Garden, week- | 
end being virtually capacity. and 
great $48,000 looks probable. It is| 
shaping for a big $18,000 at the Park | 


Avenue, making $66,000 for both | 
spots. 
“Love and Learn,” with Ina Ray 


Hutton band, Lenny Kent and Phil 
Brito heading stagebill at the Strand, 


is merely good $49,000. Show is in|} 
for three weeks. “Hit Parade of 47” | 
also felt the impact of rainy weather, | 


looking to do passably good $12,000 
or a bit better at the Gotham. Rialto 
also reported unfavorable results 
from the extra damp period, doing 
only $7,500 on “Big Fix.” Same ap- 


plied to “Jolson Story,” plaving a 
return Broadway date at the Vic- 
toria. Went to good $15,000, rated 
fine in view of conditions. 

Music Hall, Paramount and Cri- 


terion shape as strongest of the hold- 
overs. First-named with “Egg and I’ 


neighborhood | over 
| policy. Holds, natch! In ahead, “Dead 
| of Night” (U), was only $8,000. 


| “Farmer's 


Stays 


“Carnegie Halli” (UA). Will hit 
$18,000 or close in first week, ending 


tomorrow (Thurs.) night, great for 
this house. Was virtually sold out 
weekend on reserved. seat 


Rialto (Mayer) (594: 35-85)—“Big 
Fix” (PRC). Just $7,500, and won't 
hold. Last week, “Untamed Fury” 
| (PRC), about same. “Violence” 


(Mono) opens next. 

Rivoli (UA-Par) (2,092: 60-$1.25)~ 
Daughter” (RKO) (7th 
wk). Sixth round ended last Monday 
(5) night okay $28,000, only a bit off 
fifth week’s $29,500. Continues. with 


| “Other Love” (UA) due in next 


Roxy (20th) (5,886: 80-$1.50)—~— 
“Homestretch” (20th) with Hazel 
Scott, Henny Youngman, Carl Ra- 
vazza topping stageshow (3d wk). 
Second session ended last (Tues.) 
night, held to sturdy $73,000 after 
| strong $85,000 initial week, better 
than hoped for. 

State (Loew's) (3.450; 43-$1.10)— 
|“Happened in Brooklyn” (M-G) (2d 
run) with Jerry Wayne, Mario & 
Floria, Fred Lowery heading vaude. 
Nice $28,000 or near. Last week, 
| “Sea of Grass” (M-G) (2d run) plus 
|}vaude headed by George Givot, 


| Benay Venuta, strong $29,500. 


Strand (WB) (2,756: 75-$1.50)— 


is pom ag | up firmly at fancy $128,000 | “Love and Learn” (WB) lus Ina 
0 


in sight 
and stageshow headed by 
Ellington band is giving the Par a| 
handsome $84,000 initial holdover | 
session. “Odd Man Out,” at Criterion, | 
continues stoutly at $36,000 for second 


stanza. 
Big opener this week, of course, is 
“Duel in Sum,” which tees off today 


(Wed.) at the Capitol at same time it 
opens at 38 nabe houses in N. Y. 

etropolitan area. It’s playing at the 
Cap sans stageshow and with $1 
Starting price for afternoons. House 
will get $1.25 at night and $1.50 for 
weekend night shows. 

“Henry’ V” finished its 35th week 
last Saturday (3) at Golden theatre 
with $8,500. Counting its earlier run 
at the City Center and this date, 
British opus netted $300,000, actual 
coin that was remittable to London. 
This money is remarkable in view of 
fact that nobody wanted the picture 
originally. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300: 95-$1.80) 
—“Best Years” (RKO) (26th wk). 
Still highly profitable at $29,500 after 
solid $32,000 in 25th week. Stays on 
with summer scale down to $1.50 on 
weekday nights and $1.80 top for 
weekend nights. 

Broadway (UA) (1,895; 70-$1.50)— 
“Mons. Verdoux” (UA) (4th wk). 
Chaplin film slipping badly, being 
down to $15,000 or less after $18,000 
for third, quite a bit below hopes. 
Picture goes five weeks in all. 


Capitel (Loew's) (4,820; $1-$1.50) 
—“Duel in Sun” (SRO). Opens here 
today (W@d.), playing first week 
day-date with 38 Loew's nabe houses 
in metropolitan area. Using upped 
scale here with no stageshow. Last 
week, “Smash-Up” (U) and Xavier 
Cugat orch (4th wk), fine $60,000 in 
six days after fast $70,000 for third. 





Criterion (Loew's) (1,700: 60-$1.25) | Laughs Andy Hardy” (M-C). 


Duke | Brito, others, on stage 


r second week. “Calcutta” | Ray Hutton orch, Lenny Kent, Phil 


week 
ending tomorrow (Thurs.) looks 
merely good at $49,000 or there- 
abouts. Combo is in for three weeks. 


First 


Last week, “Stallion Road” (WB) 
(4th wk) and Cab Calloway orch, 
down to dull $29,000, much below 
expectancy. 


Victoria (Maurer) (720; 70-$1.20)— 
“Jolson Story” (Col), Initial week of 
return playdate ending today (Wed.) 
likely will strike good $15,000, rated 
especially nice in view of weather 
and previous playdates for film. Last 
week, ‘Adventuress” (E-L) (4th wk), 
$10,500. 

Winter Garden (UA) (1,312: 60- 
$1.20)—“Carnegie Hall” (UA). Climb- 
ing to great $48,000 or close on preem 
week. Continues. Last week, “Buck 
Privates” (U) (3d wk), $12,000 in six 
days. 


‘Calendar’ Spivak 
$21,000 in Philly 


Philadelphia, May 6. 
Boxoffice is taking a header here 
this stanza with only a few bright 
spots. “Homestretch” is getting the 
benefit of good selling and likely 
will do big $27,000 at the Fox. Hold- 
over of “Happened in Brooklyn” is 
fine at the Stanley and “Angel and 
Badman” looks good for second 
frame at Stanton. “Calendar Girl” 
with Charlie Spivak band is better 

than recent takings at the Earle. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1,303: 50-94)—“Love 
Thin 





—“Odd Man Out” (UT (3d wk). Sec- | $9,000. Last week, “I'll Be Yours” 


ond round concluded last 
night was big $36,000; first week was | 
great $47,000. 


(Tues.) | (U), $8,000. 


Arcadia (Sablosky) (700: 90-$1.80) 
—“Best Years” (RKO) (5th wk). 


} 
Globe (Brandt) (1,500: 70-$1.20)— | Okay $16,500 after $17,000 last week. 


“Macomber Affair” (UA) (3d wk). | 


Boyd (WB) (2.350; 50-94)—“Sea 


Slid down to $33,000, mighty good, | of Grass” (M-G) (3d wk). Nice $21,- 
after big $37,500 for second stanza. | 000 after great $24,500 last. 


Stays on. 


Earle (WB) (2,760: 60-99)—“Calen- 


Gotham (Brandt) (900: 70-$1.40)— | dar Girl’ (Rep) with Charlie Spivak 


“Hit Parade” (Rep). 
good reviews, this hasn't caught on 


Despite fairly | orch. 


Modest $21.000. Last week, 
“San Quentin” (RKO) and Ina Ray 


strongly. Looks moderate $12,000 or | Hutton orch, $18,000. 


a bit better. 
“Tarzan and Huntress” 
$7,500. 


Last week, fourth for | 
(RKO), | stretch” (20th). Big $27,000. Last 


Golden (767) ($1.20-$2.40)—‘“Henry | 


V” (UA) (35th wk). Final frame of 


record run here ended last Saturday | 
(3) night with fine $8,500, while 34th | 


round was $7,500. Picture was ter- 





| 


rific coin-getter here, and will be 
brought back to some N. Y. theatre 


in the fall. 
Hollywood (WB) (1,499: 70-$1.10) 
—“Mrs. Carrolls” (WB) (5th wk) 


| Okay $19,000 after smart $21.000 fo: 





fourth stanza. Continues. 

Palace ‘RKO) (1,700: 60-$1.20)— 
“Born to Kill” (RKO). Doing only 
modest $25,000, but not too bad for 
type of picture. Holds. Last week, 
“Trail Street” (RKO) (3d wk), down 


Fox (20th) (2,250: 50-94)—“Home- 


week, “George Apley” (20th) (2d 


wk), $15,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,300: 50-94}. 
—‘Suddenly Spring” (Par) (3d wk). 
aan to $14,000 after fancy $19,000 
ast 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-94)— 
“Buck Privates’ (U) (2d wk). Just 


| $7,500 after $14,000, nice, for last 


to $16,000. 
Paramount (Par) (3,664: 70-$1.50) 
—‘Calcutta” (Par) with Duke Elling- 


ton orch, Golden Gate Quartet, Buck 
& Bubbles, others, on stage (3d wk). 
Second frame ended last (Tues.)| 
night, lusty $84,000 after smash $100,- | 
000 opener. 
Radio City Musie Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945: 70-$2.40)—“Egg and I’ 
(U) with stageshow (2d wk). Hold- 
ing up nicely at fancy $128,000 after 


Keith’s (Goldman) (1.500: 50-94)— 
“Stallion Road” (WB). Only $5,000. 
Last week, “Carnival Costa Rica” 
(20th) (2d'run), about same 

Mastbaum (WB) (4360; 50-94)— 
“Love and Learn” (WB). Mild $20,- 
000 plus $2,500 for Sunday at Earle. 


Last week, “California” (Par) (2d 
| wk), sturdy $27,000. 

Pix (Cummins) (500: 90-$1.80)— 
“Best Years” (RKO) (5th wk). Okay 
$13,500 after $14,000 last week 

Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-94)-— 


“Happened in Brooklyn” (M-G) (2d 


wk). Fine $24,500 after $33,000 
opener. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-94)—“An- 
gel] and Badman” (Rep) (2d wk). 
Good $12,000 or near. Last week, 


fancy $13,500. 





RKO 


presents 


+ LORETTA YOUNG 
JOSEPH COTTEN 
_ ETHEL BARRYMORE 


| el 


eee 
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Fitth week of World Premiere 
engagement as big as the first 
... Sixth week’s figures match 
the fifth’s—for the picture that’s 
giving Broadway’s famous 
long-run house its highest 
‘sustained grosses in months! 
. .. First Boston week hits top 
money of biggest attractions — 


as RKO’s newest box-office 





Oo : pacemaker gets set for holdover 





runs and peak grosses in first 


runs everywhere! 


“The gayest thing in celluloid - 
since ‘it Happened One Night’.” 


— Billy Rose (in his nationally 
syndicated column) 





“ y et ; | ae : ~ “ ~ “One of the truly great Ameri- 

: , : can cine-masterpieces. What a 

performance that Loretta Young 
turns in — but superb.” 

— Louis Sobol (in his nationally 

syndicated column) 


Cosmopolitan Magazine's 
‘Movie Citation Of The Month.” 


“A charming romantickler . . . 
has its dimples in the right 
place.” — Walter Winchell 


as: oe : “It’s one you'll want to see.” 





‘An A-plus movie.” 


CHARLES BICKFORD ease 


“Amusing, lifelike . . . excellent 
ROSE -HOBART - TOM POWERS entertainment.” 


— Time Magazine 


\ DORE SCH ARY : TORN vely Keeely notion pads 


... simple and beautiful.” 
PRODUCTION — Kate Smith 
a 


\ Directed by H. C. POTTER 
Written by ALLEN RIVKIN and LAURA KERR 
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FILM REVIEWS 


VARIETY 








Miracle on 34th Street 
Hollywood, May 3. 
20th-Fox release of William Perlberg pro- 
@uction. Stars Maureen O'Hara, John 
Payne; features Edmund Gwenn, Gene 
Lockhart, Natalie Wood, Porter Hall, Wil- 
liam Frawley, Jerome Cowan, Philip Tonge. 
Direction and screenplay by George Seaton. 
Stery, Valentine Davies; camera, Charles 
Clarke, Ijoyd Ahern; music, Cyril Mock- 
ridge; editor, Robert Simpson. Tradeshown 
April 30, ‘47. Running time, 95 MINS. 
Deris Walker. .....-...+s0. Maureen O'Hara 
Pred Gatley... ..cscccccscecvceses John Payne 
Wee es 4 6c 5 35 00s ecaes Edmund Gwenn 
Judge Henry X. Harper....Gene Lockhart 
PPE oR Per aoe 
WR, DRWHOE- oc acs cccccdévecescat Porter Hall 
Charlies Halloran.......+++ William Frawtey 
Themas Mara.....cccccerss> Jerome Cowan 
Mr. Shellhammer........+-.+-- Philip Tonge 
Wy Baa 0 0k 628 ceaehncauadtant James Seay 
WE. Be 6 06 6 cb id eee tetcondd Harry Antrim 
Mothers........ Thelma Ritter, Mary Field | 
COBB. sc cccccecseseccccccesas Theresa Harris | 
pO RE Sarre rr Alvin Greenman | 
Mim, BRRGB ss 000s cccccgveces Anne Staunton 
Thomas Mara, Jr..... egeasac Robert Hyatt 
Reporters........ Richard Irving, Jeff Corey 
DOIG ono i o'+-s's 606d a eee once Anne 0’ Neal 
Mrs. Shellhammer..............- Lela Bliss 
Peter... sau svecsbesdcteosetds Antheny Sydes 
i a. ee William Forrest | 
Masa's. Aamlatant. -ccccesececd Alvin Hammer | 
Bailiff a2 sesee--.d08eph McInerney 
Prum Majorette..........---.- Ida McGuire 
Santa Claus.......ccce.e.-.-.-Percy Helton 
Mie. BROrpee. . ccc cccccccccsccassed Jane Green 
Daetch Gist... .0 csacceseescess Maritene Lyden 








} 


“Miracle On 34th Street” is one of | 
the most appealing, heart-warming 
films to come out of Hollywood in | 
many a day. Its word-of-mouth po- | 
tential is the strongest and grosses | 
should react bullishly when the word | 
gets eut on entertainment content. 

So you don’t believe in Santa 
Claus? If you want to stay a non- 
believer don’t see “Miracle.” Such 
a theme as whether or not there is 
a Kris Kringle seems hardly the 
thing for popular entertainment but 
George Seaton’s scripting and direc- 
tion sock it over with laughs, tears 
and all the other ingredients that 
spell ticket sales. 

Film is an actor’s holiday, provid- 
ing any number of choice roles that 
are played to the hilt. Edmund 
Gwenn’s Santa Claus performance 
proves the best in his career, one 
that will be thoroughly enjoyed by 
all filmgoers. Straight romantic roles 
handed Maureen O’Hara and John 
Payne as co-stars also display pair 
to advantage. Miss O'Hara has more 
opportunity to show acting talent 
and Payne makes a fine hero without 
a scowl. 

Valentine Davies’ story poses ques- 
tion of just how valid is the belief in 
Santa Claus. Gwenn, old man’s home 
inmate, becomes Santy at Macy’s De- 
partment Store, events pile up that 
make it necessary to actually prove 
he is the McCoy and not a slightly 
touched old gent. Gwenn is a little 
amazed at all the excitement because 
he has no doubt that he’s the real 
article. 

Before it’s all over, ticket buyers 
are likely to believe he is, too, even 
without the difficult decision reached 
by Gene Lockhart, as New York su- 
preme court judge who has to try the 
case, that Santa Claus does exist. 
Events build logically to get Gwenn 
into his legal jam and the plot is un- | 
folded so realistically that it might | 
actually have happened. 

Gene Lockhart’s performance as 








the second time they get away with 
the bank loot. That’s different but 
more implausible than usual even for 
a western. 

Boyd again is his sturdy Cassidy 
self but appearing a bit older and 
overly jovial. Clyde contributes the 
principal comedy, at one juncture 
doing what amounts to be a monolog 
that’s not too funny. Mary Ware, the 
only femme given Cast credit, is dec- 
orative but there’s no real romance, 
even such as .found in a _ cactus 
meller. 

George Archainbaud’s direction is 
far from his best. Splendid musical 
score by David Chudnow enhances 
the more exciting moments, and this 
is made all the more evident because 
of a slick sound job. Wear. 


Spoilers of the Nerth 
Hollywood, May 3. 


Republic release of Donald H. Brown pro- 
duction. Teatures Paul Kelly, Adrian 
Booth, Evelyn Ankers, James A. Millican. 
Directed by Richard Sale. Original screen- 
play, Milton M. Raison; camera, Alfred 
Keller; special effects, Howard and Theo- 
dore Lydecker; editor, William Thompson. 
Previewed April 30, ‘47. Rurning time, 
66 MINS. 

Matt Garraway..,...........-.-..Paul Kelly 
TT rere Adrian Booth 
Laura Reed........cccce....evelyn Ankers 
Bill Garraway........... James A. Millican 


Moose McGovern 
Inspector Cal. 


.Roy Bareroft 
Winters...Louis Jean Heydt 


SOO TOG. 2c cc cvcccccccceesscoess Ted Hecht 
SNE <5 0 0 a0 64000560005 6Ws «0 ene. eee 
Pete Roster. <.ccccccccess Francis McDonald 


Doctor 
Johnny 


0000660 0006806008652 5EEEEES Cael 
«.++..-Neyle Morrow 





“Spoilers of the North” is a familiar 


title and should help in the selling | 
ry Fp me » 4 S| well on the brother, who’s against 


of this one to action melodrama mar- 
ket.. Film is a mixture of sex and 
salmon that will prove okay in sup- 
porting slots. Shots of salmon runs, 
fishing and canning are spliced in as 
backing for average melodrarmatics, 
adding interest for technical minded. 

Paul Kelly is the ruthless northern 
lothario who uses skullduggery to 
trap both fish and women. He does 
the role well. Principal femme 








Miniature Reviews 


“Miracle On 34th Street” 
(20th). Sock human drama cer- 
tain for word-of-mouth buildup. 

“Hoppy’s Heliday” (UA). Hop- 

along Cassidy western of usual 
type; okay where oaters are 
liked. 
, “Spoilers ef the Nerth” (Rep). 
Fair melodrama of salmon fish- 
ing and skuliduggery in Alaska. 
For supporting positions. 

“Black Narcissus” (Color) 
(GFD) ‘(British-Made). De- 
borah Kerr, Sabu im colorful 
drama of nuns in Himalayas; 
needs big bally in U.S. 

“Sarge Gees to College” 
(Songs) (Mono). Okay entry in 
Teen-Agers series. 

“The Road Home” (Artkino). 
Russian-made meller of under- 
ground fight against Nazis shapes 
as stout boxoffice for arty spots. 








charmers are Adrian Booth and Eve- 
lyn Ankers, half-breed and femme 
exec, respectively. Manly heroics go 
to James A. Millican as Kelly's 
straitlaced brother. 

Needing loan to finance fish can- 
nery, Kelly charms Miss Ankers into 
advancing coin on his promise of a 
large salmon catch. To meet prom- 
ise, Kelly charms Miss Booth into re- 
cruiting Indians for out-of-season 
fishing. His charm doesn't work as 


law-breaking and rebels at aiding in 
the dirty work. Fate catches up with 
Kelly finally when Miss Booth har- 
poons him for cheating with Miss 
Ankers. 

Cast works well under Richard 
Sale’s direction of the Milton M. Rai- 
son original ‘script. Roy Barcroft is 
chief heavy henchman to Kelly. 
Harlan Briggs spots neat character 





Canada-Produced Versions of Same 
Yarn With French and English Casts 


By BOB McSTAY 


(In French; No English Titles) 
Toronto, May 3. 
This is the first film made in 
Canada with an all-Canadian French- 
speaking cast, this totalling 32 play- 
ers who get screen credits. “Forte- 


resse” has such top-drawer appeal | 
that the J. Arthur Rank organization | 
| will give it world-wide distribution 


and it should prove an international 
threat to Hollywood product in 
French-language areas. The film was 
made, leap-frog fashion, in French 
and English by Quebec Productions 
Corp., both troupes using the same 
interiors and exteriors in Quebec; 
but the French-Canadian cast acts 
rings around their opposites in the 


judge is a gem, as is Porter Hall’s | English-language version and “Forte- 
portrayal of a neurotic personnel di- | resse’ should have a telling effect on 
rector for Macy’s. Surprise moppet | the foreign market. Even the direc- 


performance is turned in by little 


Natalie Wood as Miss O’Hara’s non- | 
believing daughter who finally ac- and 





tion of Fedor Ozep and the photog- 
raphy angles and lighting of Guy Roe 
Harry Sundberg seem to enhance 


cepts Santy. It’s a standout, natural | the Continental flavor. As a mystery- 


portrayal. 


William Frawley spots | thriller, it is not exactly revolution- 


solid bit as a shrewd politician, | ary, but “Forteresse” should do hefty 


Jerome Cowan is good as the prose- 
cuting attorney, and Philip Tonge 


registers as store executive. Others | lawyer 


showing effectively include Alvin 
Greenman, James Seay, Harry An- 
trim, Theresa Harris. 


_ estate, discovers that a girl reporter 


business overseas. 

Story deals with a wealthy Quebec 
and patron of the arts 
(Jacques Auger), who has killed his 
best friend in order to’ inherit the 


Seaton’s direction garners every ‘Nicole Germaine) has discovered a 


possible bit of human 
chuckles, heart-tugs and 
from the story and the cast. Film 


duction values by William Perlberg. 
Art direction by Richard Day and 
Richard Irvine, the fine lensing by 
Charles Clarke and Lloyd Ahern 
(much of it actual New York foot- 
age), Cyril Mockridge’s excellent 
score, editing and other credits lend 
strong backing to make this a thor- 
oughly enjoyable screen treat. 
«Tog. 


Hoppy’s Heliday 


United Artists release of Lewis J. Rach- 
mil production. Stars William Boyd. 
rected by George Archainbaud. Screenplay 
by J. Benton Cheney, Bennet Cohen and 
Ande Lamb from original story by Ellen 
Corby, Cecile Kramer, based on characters 


ereated by Clarence E. Mulford; editor, 
Fred W. Berger: camera, Mack Stengler. 
Tradeshown N. Y., May 2, ‘47. Runping | 


time, 70 MINS. 
Hopalong Cassidy............William Boyd 
errr Andy Clyde 
JTawky Jenkins........... ....Rand Brooks 
Mayor Patton. Andrew Tombes 


SRLS 6.64 ob edn ctcnéus cts Leonard Penn 
SOBs «60 0b0R5bs6 ook bs 00 bssdo une ian Jeff Corey 
CHOTim. . cccccsccsccccceccceses.- Mary, Ware | 
TUNG 6 dbo 60:6 0 0560606 046080000 Donald Kirke | 
NEB, . cceccsccccrcscessecevesoce Hollis Bane 
SBF ss oc ans os 600 g0die Seutaescads « Gil Patric 
pe eee, er ee eee Frank Henry | 





This is no better nor any worse 
than previous westerns in the Hop- 
along Cassidy series, music and com- 
edy being an improvement but action 
too formula. It will do where the 
oats operas fill the bill. 

In “Hoppy’s Holiday,” Bill Boyd 
and his two buddies, Andy Clyde and 
Rand Brooks, are on vacation when 
they uncover a new racket. Per usual 
Boyd leads the posse that captures 
the bank bandits. A horseless car- 
riage (earliest-day motor vehicle) is 
employed by the robbers to escape 


drama, | diary that will blast his life of re- 
interest | spectability, and blackmails a young 
| composer-protege (Paul Dupuis) into 
has been given top showmanly pro- | 





| 


La Ferteresse 
‘(The Fortress’) 
(IN FRENCH; CANADA-MADE) 


Kagle-Lion release of Quebec Productions 
Corp. production (George Marton and Paul 
1, Anglais), directed by Fedor Ozep. Stars 
Paul Dupuis, Nicole Germaine, Jacques 
Auger: features Henri wetondal, Mimi 
d'Estee, Henri Poitras, Arthur Lefebvre, 
Armande Lebrun, George Alexander. 
Screenplay, Rian James and Leonard Lee, 
from original by George Zuckerman and 
Michael Lennox; camera, Guy Roe; editor, 
Douglas Bagier; music, Jean Deslauriers. 
Previewed in Teronto, May 3, “47. Running 
time, 103 MINS, 








Michet TASOGtO, <occcccccccess. Paul Dupuis 
BENOTe DHOGGEUS.. .corcésceces Jacques Auger 
Marie Roberts....... .. Nicole Germaine 





Kdward (urant.. -+... Henri Letondal 


Mother Superior. «++... Lacie Poitras 
|} Renee Brancourt......... Armande Lebrun 
Blanche Lacoste..............Mimi d’ Estee 


A saceeieaiehaaetainenionemeemmmmnesmemeietenmee eee 


eliminating the girl when the lawyer 
| discovers that the composer's wife 
has committed suicide by taking an 
overdose of sleeping pills and con- 
vinces-the composer, who had been 
on a binge, that the piano-pounder 
was responsible for her death, but 
the great lawyer will defend him. 

| Important to the foreign market, 
the film will introduce Montreal- 
born Paul Dupuis, who was “dis- 
, covered” in Britain as a war cor- 
_respondent for the Canadian Broad- 
| casting Corp. and placed, postwar, 
/under long term contract by Rank. 
| But more important, it marks the 
, sereen debut of Nicole Germaine, a 
| young French-Canadian radio actress 
| whose convincing appearance as the 
girl-reporter is as refreshing as the 
opening of a window on a spring day. 


Toronto, May 3. 

“Whispering City” is a cops-and- 
killer melodrama that, apart from its 
three imported stars, is the first film 
to be made in Canada with a Ca- 
nadian cast. Turned out by Quebec 
Productions Corp. at a reputed cost 
of $600,000, the film is deemed of suf- 
ficent merit as to be taken over by 
the J. Arthur Rank organization for 
worldwide distribution. 

Absorbing chronicle deals with a 
wealthy lawyer whose world of* re- 
spectability is about to topple when 











Whispering City 
(CANADA-MADE) 
Eagie-Lion release of Quebec production 
(George Marion and Paul L’Anglais). Stars 
Paul Lukas, Helmut Dantine, Mary ander- 
son; features John Pratt, Joy Lafleur, 
George Alexander, Arthur Lefebvre, Mimi 
d’Estee, Henri Poitras. Directed by Fedor 
Ozep. Screenplay, Rian James and Leonard 
Lee, from original by George Zuckerman 
and Michael Lennox; camera, Guy Roe; 
editor, Douglas Pagier: music, Jean Des- 
lauriers, Previewed in Toronto May 3, °47. 

Running time, 95 MINS, 


Michel Lacoste............ Helmut Dantine 
Mary Baberts. ss. cccavicties Mary Anderson 
Albert’ Frederic, .cccccccccceses Paul Lukas 
meres. Tee. .ccccscciswies ....John Pratt 
Blanche Lacoste................Joy Lafleur 
Police Inspector......... -George Alexander 
Renee Brancourt............. Mimi d’ Estee 
Asst. Policé Inspector........ Henri Poitras 














RR 


a girl reporter gets the deathbed con- 
fession and diary of the famous 
actress-wife of the lawyer's best 
friend whom the solon has allegedly 
murdered. The problem is to liqui- 
date the girl reporter before she 
writes the story. When the lawyer's 
protege, a young composer, discovers 
that his wife has committed suicide 
while he himself was on a binge, 
with the usual lapse of memory, his 
legal pal promises to-get him out of 
the mess. if the composer will knock 
off the girl reporter. 

For the plot romance, the two 
youngsters, of course, fall in love 
and form a partnership to trap the 
killer. Their procedure makes for a 
dramatic and exciting story that 
builds to the big action-crammed 
climax of an unconventional plot. 

Paul Lukas, as the lawyer and 
connoisseur of the arts, plays the role 
with his usual careful intensity; 
Helmut Dantine is as distraught and 
detached as composers are supposed 
to be, and Mary Anderson plays the 
reporter a little too flippantly and 
sexily. Excellent performances are 
given by several of the lesser play- 
ers and the fact that they are un- 
known and not stock players adds 
piquancy and conviction. For once, 
the atmosphere of a newspaper office 
is authentic. 

_ The intelligent direction and cut- 
ting keeps the story on the move. and 
a word should be said for the excel- 
lent camera work of Guy Roe, for- 
merly with Cecil B. DeMille. With 
lack of marquee strength, “Whisper- 
ing City” will have to be ballyhooed 





wd for the North American and 
ampire markets, but it is an absorb- 
ing killer-thriller with solid produc- 
tion and performance values. 


study as camp cook, and others are 
okay. : 
The Donald H. Brown production 
makes good use of outdoor shots, and 
Paul Youngblood furnished natural 
settings for action. Alfred Keller 
lensed. Brog. 


Black Nareissus 
(Colter) 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, April 29. 


Distributers’ release of 
Stars Deborah Kerr, 


General Film 
Archers Production. 


Sabu, David Farrar, Flera Robson. Writ- 
ten, preduced and directed by Michael 
Powell and Emeric VPressburger; adapted 
from Rumer Goden's novel; camera, Jack 
Cardiff. At Odeon, Leicester Square, Lon- 
don. Running time, 100 MINS, 

Sister Clodagh .. Deborah Kerr | 
The Young General ‘ ; Sabu 
i: Dan cnadds be cwadenaeele David Farrar 
Sister Philippa.......c.e-: Flora Robson 
The Old General............Esmond Knight 


Sister Honey. .....0+ee.: : 


Sister Ruth................Kathleen Byron 


eee GR. n0cscceece Judith Furse 
MNS és ude aces nreeeed Jean Simmons | 
(Con . WertritrT tT Shaun Noble 
Joseph Anthony.......... Eddie Whaley, Ji 
Mother Dorothea............Nanmey Roberts 
Angu Ayah ..May Haliatt 





Cynics may dub this lavish pro- 
duction, “Brief Encounter in the 
Himalayas,” and not without reason. 
Stripped of most of its finery, the 
picture resolves itself into the story 
of two sex-starved women and a 
man. And sincé the women are 
nuns, there can be no happy ending, 
except perhaps in the spiritual sense. 
A difficult subject has been tactfuliy 
handled. As to its boxoffice, it looks 
good for theatres over here. In the 
United States,. film will need plenty 
of bay to do business. 


At the invitation of an Indian 
ruler, five sisters of an Anglo-Cath- 
olic order open a school and hospital 
in a remote Himalayan village. They 
occupy an ancient palace, once 
known as “The House of Women,” 
built on a ledge 6,000 feet in the air. 
The nuns fifid their task overwhelm- 
ing and Deborah Kerr, as the sister 
in charge, has to call for help on the 
cynical British agent, David Farrar, 
in spite of her instinctive antagonism. 

To add to their worries, a native 
girl in need of a few months 
cloistering, is boarded with the nuns 
by Farrar. The peace of the convent 
is further disturbed when the young 
general heir to the ruler, enrolls as 
a pupil. Materially the work of the 
convent prospers, but Sister Kerr 
feels that spiritually ost of the 
nuns are out of harmony. Her 
thoughts stray back to her girl- 
hood sweetheart in Ireland. Another 
Sister is obviously thinking too 
much of Farrar and is taken to 
task. Sister Fiora Robson, oldest and 
wisest, asks to be transferred. 
When another sister, against in- 
structions, treats a dying child, and 
the child dies, none of the villagers 
will come near the convent. And 
the general, Sabu, having upset the 
calm of the place, with his fabulous 
jewels and his “Black Narcissus” 
perfume, runs away with the native 
girl. 

Climax comes when one sister, 
having sent in her resignation, 
dresses herself in a frock she has 
secretly ordered and creeps out to 
Farrar’s bungalow. He insists she 
return to the convent. Next morn- 
ing as Sister Kerr is ringing the bell 
high above a parapet, the returning 
sister, crazed with jealousy, grabs 
her but falls to her death. e con- 
vent is closed, and the once cool, 
self-contained Sister Kerr returning 
to Calcutta, confesses to Farrar that 
she has learned spiritual humility. 

Production has gained much 
through being in color. The produc- 
tion and camera work atone for 
minor lapses in the story, Jack Car- 
diff's photography being outstanding. 
There are cliches which film makers 
like Powell and Pressburger should 
have avoided. It seems unnecessary 
to amoier the celestial choir with 
such frequency, the only criticism 
of an excellent score by Brian 
Esdaile. With less trimmings and 
more actual drama, the picture 
could have improved im- 
measurably, and would have been 
more popular. 


The cast has been well chosen, 
but Miss Kerr gets only occa- 
sional opportunities to reveal her 
talents. Largely she is keyed to one 
tone, an unemotional superior in 
command. Yet if she does nothing 
to enhance her reputation, she 
maintains it. 

Most effective acting comes from 
Kathleen Byron who has the pic- 
ture’s plum as the neurotic half- 
crazed Sister Ruth. Old Vic grad- 
uate, this is her first big screen role, 
and she makes the most of it. Flora 
Robson gives her usual polished per- 
formance, and Jenny Laird and 
Judith Furse are geod: 
be Jean Simmons’ fault that she 
does _not live up to the novel’s 
description of Kanchi, native girl. 
She has little to do as a native trol- 
lop who casts sidelong glances at 
Sabu, who plays the young general 
as though he were Sabu. 


Farrar, having emerged fr. 
series of indifferent renee, is a rb 
as the British agent. Also excellent 
is eight-year-old Eddie Whaley. 
Doubtless the film will be shown 
in America after Miss Kerr's Holly- 





wood debut as co-star of Clark 
Gable in “The Hucksters.” It would 
be wise to do so. Cane. 


Jenny Laird | 


ee, 
Sarge Goes to College 

(SONGS) 

Hollywood, May 3. 
Monogram release of Will Jasou produce 
tion, directed by Jason. Features Freddie 
Stewart, June ‘Preisser, Frankie Darro. 
Warren Mills, Noel Neill, Arthur Walsh’ 
Alan Hale, Jr., Russ Morgan, Jack Mc Vea’ 
Screenplay, Hal Collins; original, Henry 
Edwards; camera, Mack Stengler; editor 
Jasen Bernie; songs, Will Jason-Henry 
Nemo, Buddy Kaye-Bi ty Reid: Va! R 


urt 
Sid Robin, Dick Howard, Bob Elixworth’ 
Russ Morgan, Mack David, Jack McVea’ 


Dusty Fletcher, John Mason, Dan Howell. 








Previewed April 30, ‘47. Running time 
63 MINS, : 
Freddie Trimball,.......... Freddie Stewart 
Dodie Raoger@...ccssssesecess. June Preisser 
Roy Donne.......... eeetess Frankie Da rro 
Ce Ws cowcsenesscotes . Warren Mille 
Betty Rgmere..ccccccccses: ; Noel Neil] 
DE Went sceWeckeessc Arthur Waish 
~arge saeceeveséoudsnccos eo Mem Hale, Jr. 
Russ Morgan.....eeseces: Russ Morgap 
i Dean MecKiniley....e.es. Monte Colling 
Prot, Medwarde..ccccsceces Frank Cady 
| Miss Koregmeyer.........Margaret Br: vion 
| Capt Baader. ..cccccces Selmer Jaskson 
Ss 6h 0.6 406486606 0000608 Karl Bennett 
| Mem, RegerG:..cesesccecs ...Margaret Burt 
|} Mr. Rogers liarry Tyler 
Landlord even Pat Goldiq 
lcol. W AA OEH. cecccccccsceses William Forrest 
ee a RT FE: irwin Kauffman 


Russ Morgan Orchestra 
Jack McVea Orchestra 





Nine tunes and three orchestras 
leave little time for story in “Sarge 
Goes to College,” latest entry in 
Monogram’s Teen-Agers series. Film 
has better production values than 
previous entries in“ group and will 
prove okay for its release intentions, 

Music is carried by Russ Morgan 
and orchestra, with specialties com- 
ing from Jack McVea and an all-star 
|group made up of Wingy Manone, 
|Candy Candido, Abe Lyman, Les 
Paul, Jess Stacy, Joe Venuti and 
Jerry Wald. Those names add values 
for teen-age ticket buyers. 

Freddie Stewart handles vocals on 
three of numbers, “Two Are the 
Same as One,” “T'll Close My Eyes” 
and “Penthouse Serenade.” Songs 
register well as piped by Stewart, 
“Blues in B Fiat” is a standout as 
delivered by the all-star group, and 
Morgan gives “Somebody Else Is 
Taking My Place” slick treatment. 
Freak “Open the Door, Richard” hag 
the McVea orch acting out the 
knocking. 

Plot is stretched pretty thin in tell- 

(Continued on page 26) 


TELENEWS DIGEST IN 
DISAPPOINTING BOW 


Feeling they needed material to 
supplement the regular output of 
the five newsreel companies. Tele- 
news, Trans-Lux and Embassy news- 
reel theatres last week inaugurated 
a new service, labeled Telenews Di- 
gest. Initial release consisted of 
seven clips, all of mediocre interest, 
most of them somewhere between 
straight news and straight feature 
+ camera gm 

Weekly reel compiled by i 
Telenews circuit, which operates 1 
houses, and is sold to the other — 
chains. It may later also be offere 
to theatres generally. Production 
manager Robert Kingsley is deter- 
mined that it shall not be composed 
of “library stuff” and is attempting 
to line up domestic and foreign 
freelancers and services to keep him . 
supplied, but his problem is obvio 
Anything of real news value, or 0 
great interest otherwise, is almost 
certain likewise to be desired by the 
regular newsreel outfits, leaving 
nothing but the dregs for Telenews, 
unless it is able to make some very 
unusual tieups. 

First of the releases tends to bea 
this out, for while most of the stu 
admittedly isn’t from the libraries, 
perhaps it would be better if it were. 
As it is, it’s kind of second-rate 
news. And it’s all foreign—except 
for one clip of semi-longhair pian 
playing done as a straight musi 
interlude. Arthur Koch _ performs 
“Tales From Vienna Woods” in 
about a two-minute run-through. 

Otherwise, there’ are some me- 
diocre shots of Palestine; a Sikh re- 
ligious festival in India; shots of & 
couple Euro fairs and trade ex- 








itions; n Arctic outposts; 
‘oles mov west into territory 
taken from rmans after the war, 


and Nazi prisoners of war being 
trained in religious orders in Al- 
giers. Photography varied greatly 
in quality, most of it being below 
regular newsreel average. European 
carnival f le, in fact, was so dark 
faces and de were shadowed out. 
Embassy Newsreel on Broaaway, 
where the reel was caught, did ~ 
use it as an entity, but shirttail 
the various clips, where possible, 
onto regular news clips on the sam 
subject. That's a good idea, excep 
the sharp, untransitional cutting 
from one clip to another is discon 
certing to eye and ear. 
Also re during the past 
week is a much-heralded “exclusive 
eye-witness account of religion Im 
— shot by documentary- 
maker Julien Bryan and issued with 


It may not{fanfare by Pathe. It’s quite a dis- 


appointment, ns it does serve 
e yey of proving that the So- 
viets allow freedom of worship be- 
hind their curtain. Running about 
five minutes, it consists of shots of 
churchés, ues and synagogues 
and some of their worshippers 4 
clerics, plus a curious, albeit inter- 
esting, interview with a priest from 
Pawtucket, R. I, who officiates in 8 
Russian man Catholic Church. 
Considerably more engrossing are 
shots of Moscow and Stalingrad, 
with which the Bryan material 35 
tied in by the Embassy, made by 
newsreel photogs covering the For- 
‘eign Ministers Ghatewones. Herd. 
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New Jersey 


Loew’s Jersey City 
State, Newark 

Traco, Tom’s River 

St. James, Asbury Park 
Strand, Perth Amboy 
Opening 

May 8th 

Rivoli, New Brunswick 
Strand, Freehold 


DAVID QO), SELZNICK’ S Strand, Long Branch 


Strand, Red Bank 








Opening 





May 11th 


Palace, Flemington 


IN TECHNICOLOR oy ee 


; Gem, Frenchtown 
Directed by KING VIDOR 
St. Cloud, Washington 


will begin its unprecedented engagement at 


the Capitol and 49 other theatres in City and Westchester 
| Suburban New York. There will be approximately et on eer 
230 performances of this picture each day Loew's White Plains 
‘ , . Loew’s Yonkers 
and 563,000 seats available daily to the vast audience 
that Audience Research Institute (highest ; 
2 ‘ Connecticut 
want-to-see” of any unteleased picture yet 
: Plaza, Stamford 
surveyed) predicts awaits this picture. Loew's, Bridgeport 


Upstate 
New: York 


Broadway, Kingston 
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INTERNATIONAL 


U.S. Plays Still Dominate Budapest's 
Legit; ‘Mice Tops, ‘Spirit Also Big 





Budapest, 
American plays dominate 
current Budapest legit houses. 
Steinbeck’s “Of Mice and Men,” 
starring Zoltan Greguss, is topper at | 
the Madach theatre. 


notices. Performances are strong 
and sincere. Commy-dominated lo- 
cal pre liked Steinbeck’s ideologi- 
cal line, which always helps the no- 
tices these days in Middle Europe. 

Noel Coward's “Blithe Spirit” is 
s ig at Raday theatre Adapta- 
tion by Adorian Stella. whose own 
“Janinka”™ just closed after 120 per- 
formances That's a big run here 
Femn are Klara Tolney and 
Vera Semvei, with Ella Gombastogi 
featured. 


“Claudia,” starring Franziska Gaal, 


April 25. 


the | 


Play drew rave | 


55 U.S. Pix Now Playing 


Budapest With Runs Brief pole. 


Budapest, April 22. 
There are 55 USS. 


‘Spellbound’ Big at Hague 


The Hague, April 29. 
Among the films playing here re- 
cently “Spellbound” is doing the 
best business. Passage theatre held 
the picture for five weeks. There 
also was a good reception from press 





films currently | 


and public for “Tomorrow Is For- 
| ever’ which had its first showings | 
| simultaneously in Apollo and Metro- | 


The Asta theatre (now fifty- 
\! | fifty Dutch American) played 
‘Phantom of the Opera” for two 
weeks, but “Boom Town” did no 
boom biz, neither in Rotterdam nor 
here. 
The Amsterda ischin ski is do- 
ing well with the English picture 
‘Matter of Life and Death.” 


Peron Installs Show 


playing here but few are strong 
enough to run more than two weeks. 
Outstanding hit is Metro’s “Mrs 
Miniver,’ which is smash at the 
Capitol and Kossuth, being in third 
weeks at both houses. “How Green | 
Was My Valley” (20th) is good for 
third stanza at the Studio but only 
average at the Unio and off 11 

week at the Vilagossag 

Another great hit in Budapest 


“Five Graves to Cairo” 
Lloyd. Oddly enough it 


is weak at 


(Par), at the | 


Biz Registration In 
5-Year National Pian : 








sabotage 





the Corvin. Others making a good | Montevideo, April 30. 
showing include “Arabian Nights”| As part of his Five Year Indus- | 
(U), in two houses: “Babes on Broad- | trialization Plan, General Peron’s 
way” (M-G), “More the Merrier” | regime in Argentine plans the crea- 
| (Col), “Now Tomorrow” (Par) and | tion of “A National Register of Per- 
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde” (M-G. 'sons.”. Viewed with suspicion by 
a most thinking Argentines, this bu- 
reau seems destined to create a | 
HYLTON SETS MAMMOTH. considerable gimmick for show peo- 
ple there. 
LONDON MUSIC FEST | The bureau would take over from 
the Federal Police Dept., the job of | 


F. S. Gentle, 


London, April 30. 
Jack Hylton has closed deal with 
chairman of the Grey- 


hound Racing Assn., owners of Har- 
ringay Arena, to stage a London 


Music Festival there June 7 to July 


6. Aim 
biggest music festival, 


world’s 
with a lineup 


is to make this the 


| without 
| cross 


of over 50 of the finest conductors, | 


orchestras 


and soloists in Europe 


and America. 


closed after 80 shows and moderate 
biz. Criz called it personal triumph 
for Gaal but didn’t like the piece. 
Jacues Deval’s “White Room” flop- 
ped after three preformances. 

Only native — script currently 
amounting to much is Julius Hay’s 
“Ruins” at National theatre Fea- 
ture strong leftist content vith 
oblique references to recently un- | 
covered “rightist conspiracy against | 
Hungarian Democracy.” Enjoys | 
strong patronage from Moscowish 
political groups. 

Rigo Jancsi,.” native musical by 
Siefan Bekessi opens shortly, with 
favorable advance word-of-mouth. 
It’s an adaptation of the real life ro- 
mance between a gypsy fiddler in 
early 1900’s with a Hapsburg Prin- 
cess 

In general, Budapest’s legit thea- 
tre still shows few signs of return- 


ing to prewar eminence when it fed 
many hits to the outside world. Most 
successful plays since the war, with 
few exceptions like “Janinka,” have 
been imports, mostly from the U. S. 





Skedded to appear are the Royal 


registering all 


Argentine residents, 
identification 
which it impossible 
the river to Uruguay or to 
transact business. 

However, one of the 


and of issuing 


is 


objects of 


| 


Paris Embassy Probes 


i by 
cards | 


to | 


th-Fox Realigns Latin-Am. Keys To 
Spread Net for Upped Film Market 





Franco Ban on Lissim. 
Paris, May 6. 


U. S. Embassy is investigating the | 
action of the Spanish government | 
in barring RKO’s continental rep, 
‘ladimir Lissim sing an 
rican passport and armed with 
visa from Franco's government, 
attempted to enter Spain on 
April 5. 

Der 
Mm pr 


Pos e 


at the border, 
Autho1 
him a German Hauptstaff 

ated 1941, in which the RKO exec 
was tabbed undesirable since 
had informed the FBI of numerous 
activities. 


ied admission 


ities showed 


tested 


report, 


as he 


ACE MEX FILMHOUSES 


CUT ADMISSIONS TOP 


Mexico City, May 6 

Price cutting of their own accord 
by the three largest cinemas here 
and the fixing of $4 (Mex) as the 
ceiling on local cinema admissions 
the civic government aren't 
viewed with alarm by Mexico City 
exhibitors or anybody else in the 
local film trade. 

Cinemas that voluntarily dropped 


ltheir admittance nick are Fernando 
Garcia's Metropolitan, 5,000 seats; 
| Colonial, 6,500 seats, Mexico’s big- 


| this creation of the new bureau | 
would be to eliminate the use of 
pseudonyms by any person what- 


' 


Philharmonic Orchestra, Liverpool | 
Philharmonic Orchestra, London 
Symphony Orchestra, French Na- 


tional Orchestra, Sir Thomas Beech- 


| ous legislation, 


ever, 


comes a movie star, he must do so 


as plain Juan Perez and not as Don | 


Juan Perezovsky de la Guardia. Au- 
thors, actors, painters and others 
would find themselves in the same 
boat. 

This measure, 
as it stands, 


if finally approved | 
runs counter to previ- 
under the Copyright | 


| Law which stipulates rules for the | 


| preparing 


| Society 


registration of 
these grounds, 


pseudonyms. On 
the Authors’ Rights 
and other associations are 
to contest the measure, 
which seems to have no little moti- 
vation except the evident desire of 


certain elements ta go all out in 
putting through their anti-semitic 
| ideas. 


| Se am, Otto Klemperer, Andre Kos- | 

, telanetz, Stanford Robinson, Man- | 

5] Pla (] ed F }uel. Rosenthal and Dr. Malcolm 
ys ear or | Sargent. Soloists include Margherita 
|Carosio, Robert Casadesus, Rina 

Yank Zone in Germany; |Gigli, Ida Haendel, Betty Humby- | 

M . |Beecham, Eileen Joyce, Marjorie | 

3 Bes Be lin. Lawrence, Moura Lympany, Nino 

en t in r | Martini, Torsten Ralf, Jennie Toure] 
Berlin, April 29. | and Patricia Travers. 

Fiftyone plays have been copy-| Last concert of the series, July 6, | 
right-cleared for the U. S. zone of! will feature two combined groups, 
Germany by the four-Power Military the Royal Philharmonic and French | 
Government Information Control National Orchestras, a total of over 
Division. These plays currently be-|260 musicians, conducted by Sir 


ing presented in the American Occu- 
petion Zone and Berlin sector: 
“Adding Machine,” “Ah Wilder- 
ness,” “Awake and Sing.” “Biogra- 
phy,” “Ethan Frome,” “Family Por- 
traii,” “Men in White,” “My Heart's 
in Highlands,’ “On Borrowed Time,” 
“Our ‘Town,” “Skin of Our Teeth,” 
“Gaslight,” “Saturday’s Children,” 
“Three Men on a Horse,” “Thunder 


Thomas Beecham. 





Re k,” and “Uncle Harry.” 


Repertory of theatres in smaller 
tov 


improvement over that of last year. 


Aside from the 
plays being performed, 
many revivals of classics. 


American plays currently appearing 
in Germany, the most popular is 
“Three Men on a Horse,” which had 
pleved 169 consecutive performances 
in Berlin. 


“The Skin of Our Teeth.” the 


j 


| 


there are | court which 
Of all) three-year term in prison. 


prices will range from 30c. 
Expected that over 250,000 will od 
tend the 26 concerts. 


Harringay Arena seats 10,000, — 
to 


—_— 


Actor Cleared 7. Taint 


London, May 6. 


Filmactor Anthony Steane was ex- 
onerated last week of a charge of 





vos of U.S. zone shows a marked | | broadcasting: for the Nazis during 


| the war. Court of Criminal Appeal 


many American | reversed a conviction of a lower 


sentenced him to a 


In clearing Steane, Lord Chief 
Justice Goddard held the actor had 
participated in broadcasts under 
duress, fearing for safety of his wife 
and kids. Actor and his family were 


, caught in Germany when war broke 


Thornton Wilder play, probably be- | 


cause of its philosophy on destruc- 
tion, has been adjudged the most 
interesting play presented in Munich 
since the occupation began. “Biogra- 
phy,” by S. N. Behrmann. had 
first performance here this week. 
Several newspapers termed it the 
finest comedy performed in Berlin. 

“Ethan Frome,” by Owen and | 
Donald Davis, and “Saturday's | 
Children” by Maxwell Anderson. had 
their preems in Stuttgart. 


406 licenses for 
Varieiy 


by ! 


shows, 


last March 31. 


2,000,000 GIs in Britain 
Missed at the B.O. Abread | 


James Pattinson, 
20th-Fox. Ltd.. 
(2) aboard the Mauretania 
week of homeoffice 
described the sales outlook in Bri- 
tain as “promising” but added he 
doubted grosses would ever measure 
up to the lush ‘receip.s racked 
in the war years. 


who arrived Fridav 
for a 
conferences, 


up 


its | 


out, 





Nathan Scouting 
Paris, May 6. 

John B. Nathan, Paramount for- 
eign exec, has left for a three-week 
trip to Rome and Cairo. .e will re- 
| turn for the Brussels festival early 
in June. 

Following that. Nathan 
wife plan a one-month 


his 
to 


and 
visit 


| America. 


Military Government had granted | 
legitimate theatres, | 
circuses and cabarets | 


Sales director for! dained a priest July 13. 


“Some 2.000.000 | 
American troops have’ returned 
home,” he said, “and their absence 


has been felt at the boxoffice.” 
Pottinson, who was accompanied 

by his wife, will return to London 

May 9 aboard the Queen Elizabéth. 


MEX ACTOR’S FIRST MASS 
Mexico City, May € 
Jose Mojica, one of Mexico's lead- 
ing singers and film actors 
years ago who became a monk in 
Peru and is now serving in a 
|monastery near Lima. will be or- 


some 


He will sing his first mass in the 
Lima Cathedral July 27.. 





Aussie Orch for Ballet 
Sydney, April 29. 
Local musicians will form the or- 
chestra to be used by the 
Rambert, due for a season at 
Princess, Melbourne, via the Fullers 
and Garnet Carroll next September 


Unit is bringing out 30 principals, 


plus two conductors, for the Aussie 


run, 


Ballet 
the | 


-MPEA LOSES 32 PIX 


: | gest cinema, 
so that if plain Juan Perez be- | 


| 
| 


| 


'of Oscar and Samuel Granat’s cir- 
|cuit. Other exhibs point to size of 
these cinemas, with big volume 
|trade, making it possible to drop 
|their regular price to $2 (Mex.). 
Metropolitan, though, contirues $4 | 
(Mex.) as the charge during the 


| 





| Dublin, 
| 


IN AUSTRIAN BLAZE 


| 

2. | Vienna, April 29. 
| Motion Picture Export Assn. 
fered serious loss of prints in the 
recent film vault fire at Linz. About | 
| 32 pictures were destroyed when a 
|reel .caught fire from unknown 
causes inside the fireproof vault 
room, Blaze spread rapidly to all 
pix stored in former U. S. Army 
ISB Films warehouse, Some 200 
prints of German-language films 
were also lost. 

As far as MPEA is concerned, 
Wolfgang Wolf, Austrian chief, says 
the Linz loss won’t hamper distri- 
| bution. Many of lost prints were 
| last year’s releases and others are 
| replaceable from stocks available. in 

neighboring Germany. 














Current London Shows 


(Figures show week of run) 
London, May 6. 

“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (2). 
“Born Yesterday,” Garrick (15). 
“Birthmark,” Playhouse (3). 
“Call Home Heart,” St. James (4). 
“Clutterbuck,” Wyndham (35). 
“Dancing Years,” Casino (9). 
“Eagle Two Heads,” Globe (12), 
“Fifty-Fifty,” Strand (61). 
“Here There,” Palladium (5). 
“Guinea Pig,’ Criterion (64). 
“Jane,” Aldwych (14). 
“Lady Frederick,” Savoy. 
“Man Ministry,” Comedy 
“My Friend Lester,” 
“No Room Inn,” 
“Now Barabbas,” 
“Oklahoma,” Drury Lane (1). 
“Old Vic,” New (27). 
“Peace to Peckham,” Princes (8). 
“Perchance to Dream,” Hipp. (107). 
“Piccadilly Hayride,” Wales (30). 
“Power and Glory,” Fortune (5). 
“Present Laughter,” Haym’ket (3). 
“Proudly Present,” Yorks (1). 
“Red Mill,” Palace (17). 
“Remany Love,” Majestys (9), 
“She Wanted Cream,” Apollo. 


(18), 
Embassy. 
Wint. Gdn (53). 
Vaudeville (9). 





“Sweetest Lowest,” Ambass. (53) 
“1066 Ali That,” Saville (2). 
| “Together Again,” Vic Palace. 
‘| “Under Counter.” Phoenix (75). 
| “White Devil,” Duchess (9). 
“Winslow Boy,” Lyric (50). ‘ 
| “Werm’s View,” Whitehall (1). 


suf- | 


and Coloso, 6,000 seats, 


first week of its pix. Rate is ceiling 
| for_other top firstrun cinemas in the 
first week of their feature offerings. 





Ireland’s New Shortwave 
iaddhens: to Cost $684,000 


May 6. 
new short- 
to provide 


Capital cost of Eire’s 
wave stations—beamed 
| programs for Irish in 
British Dominions—will be $684,000, 





iter for Posts and Telegraphs. Annual 
| costs 
(ing orch and actors), $176,000; other 
| Program expenses, $16,000; power, 
| afatensnes and renewals, $28,000. 
Two aerial systems will be pro- 
vided initially with two. others 
| skedded for later construction. 





Chevalier Pic Preem 


Paris, May 6. 

Maurice Chevalier’s first film since 
before the war, “Golden Silence,” 
is slated for a gala world preem 
May 16 at the Palais de Chaillot 
here. Film was co-produced by RKO | 
and French Pathe, with Rene Clair | 
directing. 

Picture has 
| About Town” 
U. S. 


been retitled “Man 





Sweden Bans ‘Sleep’ 
Stockholm, May 3. 

Too many murders in Warner 
Bros.’ film, “The Big Sleep,” with 
Humphrey Bogart and Lauren Ba- 
call, have put it on Sweden’s banned 
list. 

Cénsorship board said that film 
was too brutal to be shown before 
Swedish audiences. 


PAR’S SWISS SWITCH 
Paris, May 6. 
Paramount has_ switched fran- 
chises for distribution of its product 
in Switzerland, signing on with Star 
Film Co., headed up by Jules Jendre, 
Par films were formerly dis- 





firm. 





Selznick’s Barker Due Back 


Paris, May 6. 
Cecil Barker, 





ito David 
| here 
l of 
| May 18, 


| 
| 
| 


O. Selznick, who’s been 
setting continental. distribution 
“Duel in Sun,” returns to N. Bas 
after visiting Lomdon. 

Selznick talent scout Genia Reis- 
sar also is returning to London from 
| Italy via Paris afier a week's survey 
lof Italian players. 


Boris _Morros, Federal Films’ 
prexy, visiting Paris for few days 
with his wife. 


| 
| 





America and | 
according to Patrick J. Little, Minis- | 


are estimated as—staff (includ- | 


for distribution in the | 


tributed in Switzerland by the LOS. | 


executive assistant | 


In a move to take advantage ot 
the upped market potential in Latin 
America, 20th-Fox Internationa] 
prexy Murray Silverstone has Yes 
aligned top personnel, placing a key 
executive in supervisory capacity in 
| three capitals of the principal Latin 


American countries, Silverstone and 
20th prexy Spyros Skoura recently 
toured Latin America 

wdward D. Cohen, previou ly sue 
pervisor of several South American 
territories, becomes supervisor of 
all Latin America, headq lartering in 
Buenos Aires. William W. Sullivan 
previously chief of Argentina has 
been promoted to district anager 
of Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Pery 
Bolivia, Paraguay and Uruguay. with 
headquarters in Rio de Janeiro. kd 
Carlo Bavetta, until now 


managing 
| director of Brazil, moves up to dis. 
| trict manager for Central 
and Caribbean area, 
ters in Mexico City. 

No successors to 
and Bavetta have 


America 
with headquare 


Cohen, 


been ; 


Sullivan 
*ked yet, 


French Producer Fears 
Hollywood Raids On 
All Top Native Talent 


Stockholm, April 22. 
French film industry is waging a 
|hopeless fight against Hollywood's 
| talent raids, according io Gallie 
| producer-director Bernard Rolland, 
currently in Sweden to buy film, 
| American producers, he said, are 
| 


taking all of our promising artists 
and are attracting them with such 
wages that the French never would 
| be able to compete. 

| Citing the case of Corinne Calvet, 
| Rolland declared that she was guar- 
| anteed $20,000 for her first film with 
| Paramount. That's equivalent to 
| 4,000,000 francs, he stated, while 
| French film companies can't afford 
|to pay a newcomer more than 200, 
000 francs. Under such circumes 
stances French producers this year 
alreecy have lost some seven prom- 
ising players. 

As a solution to the problem, Rol- 
land proposes an “Inter-European” 
co-operation where talent would be 
|} pooled among various European film 
producers. Such an arrangement al- 
|ready has begun, he said, between 
his own company and Sweden's San- 


drew Bauman Film Co. and the 
Swedish Kungsfilm Co. If this isn't 
done he fears no young artists 


would be left in Europe. 

Rolland, who is accompanied here 
by Georges Senamand, of Lutetita 
Films Co., picked about six pictures 
which he thought would have strong 
appeal for France. They are “Ap- 
passionata,” “The Brother's Wife,” 
“Are the Doctors Coming,” “I Am 
Fire and Air,” “Failure” and “Chil- 
dren mare the Frostmo-Mountains.” 


'Kanin’s ‘Yesterday’ 
| Solid Click in Oslo 








Oslo, April 22. 
Garson Kanin’s “Born Yesterday” 
recently preemed at the Det Nye 


Theatre, with Tore Foss and Else 
Heiberg in the leads. : 
Hans Bille is being lauded for his 
| direction. The U. S. hit is expected 
'to continue well to the end of spring. 
|Arne Skouen made the Norwegian 
' translation. 
| ° . 
Coen Vamps Puerto Rico 
Eugene A. Coen, manager of Me- 
tro’s branch in Puerto Rico, has sub- 
mitted his resignation to re-enter 
the travel agency business. Coen 
| will direct the Peerless Travel Bu- 
reau in New York which he estab- 
lished in 1923. 
Norman Beckett, former Metfo 
auditor, will succeed Coen as branch 
manager, 





| RKO'S | STRAMER TO - PERU 
Hugo Stramer was appointed RKO 
manager for Peru last week by 
Phil Reisman, RKO foreign chief. 
He replaces Ricardo Canals, who has 
|been switched to company’s Colom 
| bia office. a 
| Stramer formerly was RKO 
traveling auditor in Latin America. 


17,000 Yanks to Aussie 


Sydney, April 29. 
Nearly 17,000 Yanks will invade 
|this territory next month. They be 


Task Foree 
rs and 


| long to the U. S. Pacific 
| heading for Aussie voters 
Pace. near here. 


an upbeat 


Show. biz is looking for 
j there, 
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U.S. Films Dominate Product Set 
Up for German Youths’ Program 


Berlin, April 29. 





U. S. films predominate in the pic- 
tures made available by Military 
Government for use of the German 
Youth Activities Program, according 
to the report of the Military Gov- 
ernor; General - Lucius D,-Clay.-- At 
the end of the month there were 46 
American, Allied, Swiss and German 
films on hand for the youth re- 
education and democratization work, 
of the major objectives of the 


one 
occupation. 
U. S. feature films okayed are: 


“100 Men and a Girl,” “Dr. Ehr- 
lich’s Magic Bullet,” “Human Comé- 
dy,” “Young Tom Edison,” “Madame 
Curie,” “Seven Sweethearts,” “Gold 
Rush,” “Dangerous Journey,” “All 
That Money Can Buy,” “Abe Lin- 
coln in Illinois,” “Magic in Music,” 
“Going My Way,” “Adventures of 
Mark Twain,” “Story of Louis Pas- 
teur” and “Union Pacific.” 

In addition there are 20 American 
documentary films on the list. 

Synchronization facilities which 
have been established in Berlin and 
Munich are sufficient to provide for 
German-language synchronization of 
50 films annually. In addition to 
American films, five French and sev- 
eral British films are being dubbed 
with German-language tracks in 
Berlin and Munich. Tests for the 72 
speaking parts in the American film, 
“Ziegfeld Girl,” were completed in 
December and German - language 
synchronization was undertaken at 
the Tempelhof Studios. 

The German plant near Frankfurt, 
manufacturing film base, was dam- 
aged by fire on January 9. As a res 
sult no further manufacture of this 
material can be expected for about 
six months. 

Procurement of $35,000 worth of 
motion picture film base to be used 
for the U. S.-British newsreel, “Welt 
im Film,” was approved by the mili- 
tary Government. 


FRAN GAAL DUE IN U. S. 
AS FASHION EXPERT 


Budapest, April 29. 
Franciska Gaal, top Hungarian 
stage actress who played in Holly- 


wood prior to her wartime enforced 
Stay here, boats to New York on 
the America May 17, along with 
husband Ferenc Dajkovich. He is a 
lawyer and member of Parliament. 
Miss Gaal, who last appeared here 
in Rose Franken’s “Claudia,” is 
passing up a film role previously 
announced to be shot by Russ- 
Sponsored Kollektiv Film in Vienna. 

After playing the lead in Para- 
mount’s “Buccaneer” 
went, home to see her ailing mother. 
outbreak caught her there. 
She lived in cellars through the 
siege of Budapest. After liberation 
she went to Russia .as guest of 
Soviet Marshal Voroshilov for a 





' personal appearance tour described 


in  Commy-controlled Hungaria 
Press as huge success. : 

Miss Gaal plans to show magyar 
fashion creations in N.Y., bringing 
a big wardrobe from Klara Roths- 
child’s Budapest atelier. She has no 
U.S. contract but will look for 
Broadway legit roles or film pacts. 


Liberte’ Received Rudely 
By Paris Partisans 


Paris, May 6. 
Politically partisan audience, many 
of whom were wearing Buchenwald 
concentration camp garb, thoroughly 
disrupted the Saturday (3) perform- 
ance of Jean Deletraz’ play, “Vive 
La Liberte,” which opened at Les 





. Varieties last week. Play is a po- 


litical skit with strong Gaullist sym- 
Pathies, and allegedly ridicules cur- 
rent government. 

Police reserves were forced to 
Oust many patrons, with scores be- 
ing arrested. Audience sang the 
Marseillaise” during the melee and 
insisted that the play’s run be dis- 
continued, 


Paris Mobs Hayworth 


: Paris, May 6. 
Rita Hayworth’s arrival here has 
Caused a near-sensation. Escorted by 
Lacy Kastner, star was greeted by 
throngs at the station following her 
tour of Holland. 





Miss Hayworth will receive the | 
Press today (Wed.). Actress is also | 


due to broadcast while here. 


in 1938, she 





Mex Border Curfew Laws 
Scare Nitery Operators 


Mexico City, May 6. 

Nightspot operators in the prov- 
inces fear sharp loss of biz and even 
Shuftering of their places due to 
anticipated spread of action of the 
government of Tamaulipas state, on 
the Gulf coast, touching the eastern 
Texas border. 

Tamaulipas government has or- 
dered a 10 p. m. curfew for Mata- 
moros, across from Brownsville, 
Tex., much-liked by U. S. border 
tourists. Order is relatively light as 
far as cabarets, niteries and bars 
are concerned. They must close at 
midnight and women employed by 
them must be definitely off the 
premises at 2 a. m. But the operators 
beef that midnight is just when their 
biz begins. 

Curfew is expected to cover all 
Tamaulipas cities pronto, and is ex- 
pected to be copied by most other 
States, particularly those that touch 
the U. S. border. Understood that 
the Tamaulipas government figured 
night life in Matamoros was too 
much of a headache. 


MPA’s McCarthy Sets Up 


Confabs on Geneva Meet; 
Wallis to Belgian Fete 


Paris, May 6. 

Frank McCarthy, Motion Picture 
Assn. overseas rep here, leaves for 
Brussels tomorrow (Wed.) for a 
three-day stay. He'll be accompa- 
nied by RKO’s European flack, Elias 
Lapinere. Latter arranged a series 
of meetings with various Belgian 
ministers as well as American Am- 
bassador Admiral Allan Kirk. 

First of the American celebs 
slated to appear at the forthcoming 
Brussels Film Festival are Rita Hay- 
worth, Ray Milland, Jose Iturbi and 
producer Hal Wallis. In England 
for the last month in connection 
with filming his “So Evil My Love” 
at the Denham studios, Wallis was 
recently in Paris contacting Claude 
Dauphin and ballerina Tamara Tou- 
manova. Latter’s husband, film wri- 
ter-producer Casey Robinson, is 
scheduled to leave for New York 
May 12 after a two-week stay here. 

In conjunction with his Brussels 
trip, McCarthy will either huddle 
there with MPA attorney Allan 
Dulles or the pair may get together 
in London. MPA legalite, who ar- 
rived last week on the Queen Eliza- 
beth, will act as Hollywood’s repre- 
sentative at the international trade 
parleys now in session at Geneva. 
Understood McCarthy will brief the 
attorney on European conditions. 


PAR PULLS STUNT WHEN 
PORTUGAL BANS ‘BELL’ 


Paris, May 6. 


Portuguese government censors 
have barred Paramount's “For 
Whom the Bell Tolls,” ostensibly be- 
cause of the film’s anti-Franco 
theme. 

Par foreign officials, anticipating 
the decision, pulled a neat economy 
stunt in subtitling. Instead of fur- 
nishing a print with new Portuguese 
titles, the company offered one 
titled in a Portuguese dialect for 
the Brazilian market, where “Bell” 
has already played. With a different 
dialect than the language spoken in 
Portugal, the titles could be under- 
stood but a new version would have 
been necessary if the film had been 
okayed for that country. 











Pascal Picks Eire Castle 
As Site For Studios 


Dublin, May 6. 

Producer Gabriel Pascal has re- 
portedly acquired extensive lands at 
Shanganagh Castle, about nine miles 
from Dublin, as a site for studios, 
and is said to have arranged for 
necessary equipment, despite current 
shortages. Neither Pascal nor his 
Irish associates are talking and a 
press conference recently set was 
called off. Pascal is expected here 
next week. 

Mercury Films, another enterprise, 
which acquired another famous Irish 
castle, Gormanstown in County 
Meath, is reportedly readying the 
property for operations although no 
production plans have yet been an- 
nounced. . 





Yanks Still Popular 


Apparently even the “Iron 
Curtain” isn’t entirely effecti¥e 
in blocking out popularity of 
the United States, despite in- 
creasingly frequent reports that 
they like Americans less and 
less abroad. Bucharest film- 
goers, who have been packing 
the Trianon theatre to see “Yan- 
kee Doodle Dandy” (WB), are 
Spontaneously applauding § se- 
quences showing the American 
flag, according to a report from 
Nicholas Cazazis, Motion Picture 


Export Assn. manager in Ru- 
mania. 

Cazazis declares the strong 
display of pro-American senti- 


ment is stirring plenty of com- 
ment. In some cases, he states, 
applause is accompanied by loud 
cheers. 


Budapest s Show 
Biz Hit by High 
Tax, Coin Dearth 


Budapest, April 29. 

Ben Blumenthal, New Yorker 
known in European theatre operat- 
ing and management fields, flies 
home May 5 after inspection trip 
covering his continental properties. 
He started this trip in March. 

While here, Blumenthal talked 
witth Hungarian government minis- 
tries about his 1,400-seat legit house, 








the Vigszinhaz. Once the city’s play- | 


house, it was severely damaged in 
the fight for liberation of Budapest. 
Blumenthal estimates damages at 
$800,000 of which Hungarian govern- 
ment is obligated to pay him two- 
thirds as a United Nations national 
under terms of peace treaty if and 
when pact goes into effect. 

Vigszinhaz was the only Budapest 
theatre seriously damaged in the 
war but many others are in a sadly 
run-down condition, needing repairs 
which they’re not likely to get while 
present economic conditions con- 
tinue. High amusement taxes and 
the small amount of cash in circula- 
tion are seriously hampering show 
biz, Blumenthal reports, with muni- 
cipality and Hungarian state loaning 
operational dough to theatre owners 
rather than see houses close and tax 
revenue disappear altagether. 

Blumenthal’s two 3,000-seaters in 
Berlin, Plaza and Scala, are still in 
operation. He would like to sell out, 
but there’s no present way of chang- 
ing foreign payments back into dol- 
lars for export. 


MAY DAY HITS MEX PIX 
B.0.; OTHER BIZ BOFF 


Mexico City, May 6. 
Mexico’s most strictly observed 


holiday, Labor Day, May 1, this time 
hit amusement biz in different ways 
—total loss for the cinemas, land- 
office for theatres, niteries, specta- 
cles and circuses. Every cinema in 
the land had to shutter for the day 
to allow their strongly laborite help 
to participate in parades, etc. Cine- 
mas’ loss for the day was figured 
at around $1,500,000 (Mex.) for the 
1,411 in Mexico. 

Theatres, niteries, spectacles afd 
circuses were allowed to present 
late night shows, so late that film 
men figured it not worthwhile to 
open up at that time, though they 
could have. Shows ran late, all to 
boff biz. 


‘Captain’ Gets Subtitles 
For S.A., Voice for Europe 


Hollywood, May 6. 

Spanish and Portuguese subtitles 
will be used by 20th-Fox on prints 
of “Captain from Castile” for show- 
ing in Central and South American 
markets. Film fans in south-of-the- 
border countries don’t like dubbed 
pictures. 

Dubbing will be used on prints 
destined for the European trade, in- 
cluding France, Spain and Germany. 











Shawn May Do Anzac 


Dance-Lecture Tour 
Sydney, April 29. 


Ted Shawn will do a major Down | 


Under dance end lecture tour after 
completion of his season with the 
Theatre Guild in Perth. Dancer will 
also make a special study of native 
dances during his stay here. 
Understood that some major cir- 
cuits have made offers to Shawn for 
a season here and in New Zealand. 
“eT 


Tait. Fears. Costly N.Y. Casts Plus 


Taxes, Exchange Rates May Hamper 
Plans For Many US. Shows in Aussie 





English Equipment Due 
On Mexican Market 


Mexico City, May 6. 


about May 15 when Deksa company, 
formed here by Jacob Epstein and 
Joseph Datshkovsky with the aid 
of some local banks, is scheduled 
|to begin business. Epstein has re- 
signed as gen. mgr. in Mexico for 
Universal, a post be held for years, 
and Datshkovsky was for long time 
sound and projection expert for RCA 
here. Vincent Palmeri is acting 
Universal manager. 

Epstein - Datshkovsky _ enterprise 
will handle equipment made by G 
B. Kalee, London, Rank subsidiary; 
16m projectors of Natco, Chicago, as 
well as 16m and 35m pix. 


Flacks Want to Better 
Coordinate Foreign Pic 


Distrib With Publicity 


Method of slashing the heavy 
quantities of publicity going abroad 
which don’t pay off at the b.o. was 


mulled at two conclaves of major 
company pub-ad execs in New York 
during the past week. Meeting as 
the Public information Committee 
of the industry, flacks attempted to 
solve the problem of press matter 
going abroad for pix that will never 
play there and for pix that may not 
go into international distribution in 
certain countries for years. 

Initial meeting was held last 
Thursday (1) and was followed by 
another yesterday (Tuesday), at 
which foreign department publicity 
chiefs were called in, as well as 
Perry Lieber, RKO’s top. studio 
flack and chairman of the Coast 
branch of the PIC, who happens to 
he in New York currently in com- 
pany of Dore Schary, his studio 
boss. 

Foreign papers and magazines 
with correspondents in Hollywood, 
it was pointed out, are being fed by 
these writers with stills and stories 
on pix still in production. Even if 
these films do go to the countries 
where the publicity appears, the 
press material is so far ahead of the 
film that it is virtually wasted. In- 
asmuch as any effort to stop this 
might lay the industry open to 
charges of censorship, only cure sug- 
gested was an effort to call the at- 
tention of the foreign correspondents 
to the problem and help them take a 
more constructive line. 

Many papers not having their own 
correspondents are serviced through 
local branches of film companies in 
foreign countries. In these cases, 
direct control is possible via choice 
of stories and stills sent to the 
branches. That's considered each 
company’s individual problem, but 
there was discussion of overall in- 
dustry policy on it. 


Budapest Publishing 
Biz Drags Bottom 


? Budapest, April 22. 
Publishing business faces _ still 
more difficulties here than show 
business because of paper shortage. 
And there are few people who can 


afford books because they cost too 
much. For example the price«of 
“For Whom the Bell Tolls” is 60 
forint, equal to a week’s salary of 
many. 

But “Arch of Triumph” broke all 
records in sales. It was published 
in November last year, and a second 
edition appeared less than a month 
later. The third edition came out 
on Jan. 2 this year. Total of 10,000 
volumes were printed and the book 
still is the talk of the publishing 
business. In the past these figures 
| would not mean a success but now 
| it rates terrific. On the other hand 
| “Ulysses,” by James Joyce, failed 
| completely. Such a flop is blamed 
{on the price, 220 forint or about $20. 














Total footage of films imported 
|into Ireland last year was 7,571,191, 
|compared with 7,307,151 in 1945, ac- 
lcording to Eire Dept. of Industry and 
‘Commerce report. 


Sydney, April 29. 
E. J. Tait, head of major Williame 
son-Tait legit chain, told newspaper- 
men on.his return from N. Y. that 
big and costly casts in current 
Broadway shows are a major obsta- 


| English-made projection machines | cle to importing shows for Aussie 
‘ 1d anrc her cinems > ine : : 

and sound and other cinema equip- | tours. Tait said that the casts all 
ment debut on the Mexican market |included top names, and hence it 


| would be difficult to stage such pro- 


| managers, 


Down Under. In 
would 
amount 


addition, 
have to count in 
needed for air 


ductions 


the coin 


| transport and the difference in rate 








of exchange on salaries. Also, the 
hike in Aussie home tax on all earn- 
ings would have to be figured. 

Tait said that he was considering 
many Broadway productions, how- 
ever, for Aussie runs, and that final 
details would be handled in N. Y. by 
Dorothy Stewart, W-T rep there. 
Tait indicated an announcement 
would be made soon as to the cast of 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” for a run 
down here. The W-T chief was most 
optimistic regarding the future of 
the Aussie legit stage. He was hope- 
ful of arranging for a continous flow 
of attractions from both U. S. and 
England before the year’s end. 

Two big shows hitting strong box- 
office under the W-T management 
here are “Follow the Girls” and 
“Gay Rosalinda.” Right now there 
is a yen for ace musicals here, with 
some evidence that during the war 
years patrons saw too much of 
strictly film entertainment. In Syd- 
ney, with over 1,000,000 prospective 
theatregoers, there is only one legit 
house in the city proper run by W-T. 
There is another on the city’s out- 
skirts operated by Whitehall Pro- 
ductions and successfully. Latter 
goes to Metro for pictures in a cou- 
ple of years. Before talking films, 
there were six to eight stageshow 
houses operating here. 

Probably it will be some time yet 
before the government gives the 
green light to new theatre building. 
Okay on theatre construction would 
see the Fullers and Dave Martin 
going in for new houses. Martin 
heads the powerful Tivoli vaude- 
revue loop, but he also has plans for 
legit. 


MPEA SETTING PLANS 
FOR POLAND DISTRIB 


E. Van Dee and Alexander Zab- 
lodowski were named last -week as 
manager and sales manager respec- 
tively in Poland for Motion Picture 
Export Assn. according to word from 
Irving Maas, MPEA general man- 
ager, who’s now in Europe. Van 
Dee is in Warsaw making plans to 
release first group of U. S. films un- 
der terms of MPEA-Film Polski pact 
approved by Polish government 
about two weeks ago. ‘ 

Zablodowski, who formerly was 
with Universal and RKO, is setting 
up headquarters in Lodz in order to 
have close liaison wtih Film Polski. 


Equity in Aussie Seeks 
Radio Pay for Vauders 


Sydney, April 29. 
Actors’ Equity here & threatening 








ito taboo Tivoli circuit unless broad- 


cast fees are paid to artists playing 


the loop and called on to do radio 
appearances for the Australian 
Broadcasting Commission, operating 
the national (non-commercial) sta- 
tions. “Equity alleges that coin is 
paid to the chain, but not to the 
artist. 

Spokesman for Tivoli said that 
contracts call upon an artist to make 
one weekly broadcast if called upon 
to do so. He claimed this is a stand- 
ard form of contract signed by all 
overseas players. 


Burger on Loew’s Int’! Bd. 


Samuel N. Burger, Loew’s Inter- 
national sales manager, has been 
named to the company’s board of 
directors. Burger was named sales 
manager last March, when the posi- 
tion was first created. 

Burger joined Metro’s domestic 
sales staff in 1923, transferring to 
the international department in “1930 
as special sales representative. In 
1940 he was named director of sales 
for Latin America and in 1944 be- 
came Latin American regional di- 
rector, sao at , 
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MAUREEN O'HARA - JOHN PAYNE in “MIRACLE ON 34TH STREET” with 
EDMUND GWENN ° Gene Lockhart - Natalie Wood ° Porter Hall + William 
Frawley * Jerome Cowan * Philip Tonge * Written for the Screen and Directed by 
GEORGE SEATON: Produced by WILLIAM PERLBERG: Story by Valentine Davies 






























PEGGY CUMMINS - VICTOR MATURE + ETHEL BARRYMORE in “MOSS ROSE” 

with VINCENT PRICE - Margo Woode * George Zucco * Patricia Medina « Rhys 

Williams + Directed by GREGORY RATOFF - Produced by GENE MARKEY 

Screen Play by Jules Furthman and Tom Reed + Adaptation by Niven Busch 
From the Novel by Joseph Shearing 





“BOB, SON OF BATTLE” in TECHNICOLOR - Storring LON McCALLISTER 
‘with Peggy Ann Gamer + Edmund Gwenn + Reginald Owen - Charles Irwin 
Directed by LOUIS KING - Produced by ROBERT BASSLER - Screen Play by 

Jerome Cady + Based on the Novel by Alfred Olfivant ome 





“1 WONDER WHO'S KISSING HER NOW” in TECHNICOLOR « Starring JUNE 

HAVER * MARK STEVENS with MARTHA STEWART + REGINALD GARDINER 

Lenore Aubert - William Frawley - Gene Nelson * Truman Bradley * George 

Cleveland + Directed by LLOYD BACON * Produced by GEORGE JESSEL 

Original Screen Play by Lewis R. Foster * Additional Dialogue by Marion Turk 
Dances Staged by Hermes Pan 
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D.C. Okays Nine More Theatres 
As Congress Axes Building Controls 


Washington, May 6. 

Government continued to okay 
theatre construction projects last 
week, as commercial building con- 
trols were axed by the House of 
Representatives. Nine theatre proj- 
ects got the green light from the 
Office of Housing Expeditor. 

Biggest of these was a $53,000 job 
to lay the foundation and framework 
of a theatre for the Ammar Bros. 
Government also approved a $25,000 
expenditure by R. C. Cobb, Jr., to 
alter and remodel a building for use 
as a theatre in Fayette, Ala. 

There were several $10,000 jobs 
for motion picture theatres—at Ris- 
ing Sun, Md.; Kalispell, Mont.; Ur- 
bandale, Ia.; and Pilot Rock, Ore. | 
Also approved was a $10,250 sum- | 
mer theatre at Cresco, Pa.; and $2,- | 
300 for a new screen and projection 
booth at Franklin, Pa. 

The rent control extension bill 
passed by the House on Thursday 
(1), provided for the lifting of all 





curbs on commercial construction. 
However, there is one gimmick. If | 
the situation remains tight, construc- 
tion for recreation and entertain- | 
ment can be held up. The bill has 
to face the Senate. 
Miami Opens in Florida 
Miami, May 6. 

Wometco chain, one of largest in 
south Florida, preemed the Miami, 
new flagship, here last night with 
“Carnival in Costa Rica.” The new 
1,800-seater is the 22d in the circuit. 

J. M. Shepard is managing direc- 
tor of the new house with Tom Ray- 
field as manager. 





3 New Houses For Texas 
Decatur, Texes, May 6. 

Plans for a third theatre here 
with 600 seats has been announced 
by H. S. Usry and L. R. Kincaid, who 
already have two houses in city. 

H. Ford Taylor plans to open his 
new 600-seat Ritz theatre at Bal- 
linger, Texas, May 15. Replaces one 
that was destroyed by fire early this 
year. 

Forrest Dunlap of Dallas plans to 
build a Drive-In at Port Aransas, 
Texas. Dunlap heads a circuit of six 
houses in the state. 


WOMEN JOIN IN K.0. TO 
MO. PIC CENSOR BILL 


St. Louis, May 6. 

Mrs. A, F. Burt, founder and pres- 
ident emeritus of the Better Films 
Council of Greater St. Louis, and 
Mrs. Robert E. Collyer, representing 
the Legion of Decency, assisted thea- 
tre owners and distribution compa- 
nies in defeating the proposed mo- 
tion picture theatre censorship bil! in 
the Missouri Legislature last week. 

Mrs. Burt told members of the 
State House Educational Committee, 
which was handling the measure, 
that theatre owners, particularly in 
St. Louis, had never objected to 
eliminating scenes which the Coun- 
cil found objectionable. Mrs. Coll- 
yer told the solons that the Council 
of Catholic Women had resolved its 
objection to the bill. Fred Wehren- 
berg, national prez of the MPTOA; 
James Arthur of Fanchon & Marco, 
and Joe Ansell of the Ansell Bros. 
Circuit of Theatres, headed the dele- 
gation of theatre owners in the St. 
Louis area while theatres in Kansas 
City were represented by Arthur 
Cole, Sen Lawler and Richard 
Biechele. 

Arthur told the committee mem” 
bers that people resent censorship 
and stated that motion pictures have 
not contributed to juve delinquency. 
In denying that films glorify crime, 
Wehrenberg said “there are more 
convictions in the movies than in 
the courts.” Cole asserted that cen- 
sorship is “as un-American as Hit- 
ler” and that children in the six 
states which have state censorship 
bills are no more moral than teen- 
agers in Missouri. 

Representative Harry Schendel, 
St. Louis, author of the bill, told the 
committee that he introduced it 
“most reluctantly because I think 
it is dangerous to try to regulate the 
morals of the people.” Schendel, 
said, “However, I've seen some 
movies recently that are a disgrace 
to be shown to children. Many par- 
ents won’t let their children see the 
wrong type of entertainment but 
others just give their children some 
money and tell them to go to a 
movie without knowing whether the 
show is proper.” “San Quentin,” 
“Her Sister’s Secret” and “The Out- 
law” were singled out by Schendel 











(LE 


Film Attendance 
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gagement are generally somewhat 
higher than last year as a result of 
upped terms and increased admis- 
sion prices, which will be helpful 
on the balance sheets when the 
majors do their annual income tot- 
ing-up. 
Those Mounting Costs 


Sensitive Scribs Want 
Their Share of Honors 


Hollywood, May 6. 

Burned by the perennial brush- 
off given to screen writers for their 
contributions to the “best films of 
the year,’ Screen Writers Guild has 
drawn plans for a Writers’ Film 
Award to fill the publicity gap. Ac- 
cording to the SWG braintrusters, 
an annual award, to be selected by 
Guild members, would help make 
the public and the Academy of Mo- 
tion Picture Arts and Sciences 
aware that the writer is as impor- 
tant as a film’s producer, actor or 
director. 

SWG is particularly hot over the 
treatment given in the New York 
dailies to the Academy “Oscars” 





On the other side of the ledger | 
are increased costs, so that while | 
the income picture looks okay, the | 


net profit angle is a bit more bleak. | 
Charges are up all along the line, 


|from production right through dis- | 


tribution and theatre operation, so 
that, despite a generous increase in 
gross over last year, the result may 
be a drop in net for some compa- 
nies. c 

The foreign situation for the 17 
weeks is phenomenal on two counts. 
First is the sheer drop of British 
theatre biz, brought about by the 
coal shortage, storms and generally 
severe weather during the period. | 
British income received by Ameri- 
can companies is off from 8% to} 
12%. On the other hand, income 
from the rest of the world other 
than U. S., Canada and England, is 
up from 15% to 20%. 
That means that the take from 
abroad is about equal to what it 
was in 1946, or just a few percentage 
points higher, since British income 
generally amounts to about 60-70% 
of the entire receipt from abroad. 
In other words, a 20% gain in the 
rest of the world would be just 
about offset by a 12% drop in Eng- 
land. 


US. Pix Top Pre-War Biz 
In Europe Despite Curbs 


Despite drastic limitations in many 
European countries today, American 
pictures are bettering pre-war 
grosses in a majority of key cities, 
according to a summary made by 
Motion Picture Export Assn. this 
week. This showed U. S. films of 
MPEA member companies as solidly 
represented in theatres of Czecho- 
slovakia (always a vital European 
market to American distribs), Hol- 
land, Rumania and Hungary. Up- 
beat in biz despite all handicaps is 
traced to fact that MPEA is picking 
out only top Hollywood product to 
send over to Europe, and not ship- 
ping lesser pictures. 


MPEA report showed U. S. prod- 
uct finally gaining a hold in Ru- 
mania, there being eight MPEA 
films playing in Bucharest as against 
four from all competitor companies. 
Before the war, American films there 
had an average first-run draw of 
about 35,000 people; today it is about 
twice that number. 

Even in countries where native 
productions get a strong play, Amer- 
ican product has not been hurt ma- 
terially as to playing time. U. S. 
films have been playing in 10 of 
Budapest’s first-run outlets. 

MFEA product is running in every 
Dutch city with important first- 
run and subsequent-run situations. 
Same favorable situation applies to 
Prague, Czech capital city. 
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not born in this country. Pommer 
is an American citizen, but was 
born in Germany. It’s reported that 
if the State Dept. enforces the rul- 
ing, Pommer is prepared to remain 
in the Reich, working on his own 
under whoever is named to succeed 
him. 

Otherwise, fatal ending for Pom- 
mer may come as a result of the up- 
roar caused by the granting by the 
AMG and State Dept. a few weeks 
ago of permission to export the Ger- 
man pix. It appears not unlikely 
that the permission will be recanted 


American industryites and others, 
who fear the spread of German ide- 
ology, not so much in subject matter 
of the pix, but by the very fact 
the German industry is back in op- 
eration so quickly after the war. 
They recommend a hiatus of at least 
20 years before German-and-Aus- 
trian-made pictures are allowed to 
be exported. They particularly fear 
the showing of such films in Argen- 
tina, Spain, and other countries, 
where the roots of Nazism are 





as objectionable pictures for children. 


imany fan 


as result of organized squawks by | 


handed to scripters. Their checkup 
revealed that the writer awards 
were tucked away in newspaper 
limbo, hard by the obituaries and 
classified ads. The N.Y. Sun, they 
point out, after distributing actor, 
director and producer “Oscars” on 
its front page, put the writer men- 
tions under “minor awards” on 
page 15. 

Also rankling the SWG is the fact 
that a number of publications have 
begun to issue annual film awards 
with no mention of the scenarists. 
SWG leaders sourly remark that 
mags think scripts are 
found under a rock. 
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Sarge Goes to College 


ing of Marine sergeant who is sent 
to college for relaxation before fac- 
ing critical operation. There’s the 
usual college show in preparation, 
puppy-love misunderstandings and 
prissy teachers as framework for 
songs and antics. Will Jason, as pro- 
ducer-director, manages interest in 
telling the slight story through spot- 
ting of tunes and handling of players. 
Stewart, producer of school show, 
June Preisser, Frankie Darro, War- 
ren Mills, Noel Neill, Arthur Walsh, 
make up the¢junior college set and 
will please their fans. Alan Hale, Jr., 
does well by title role as dumb Ma- 
rine. Mack Stengler’s lensing is good 
and other credits aid in lending pro- 
duction polish. Brog. 


The Road Home 
(RUSSIAN-MADE) 


Artkino release of Leningrad-Riga Film 
production. Stars Oleg Zhakov and Anna 
Smirnova. Directed by Alexander Ivanov. 
Screenplay, Fedor Knorre; camera, Ivan 
Goldberg, Alexander Zavialov; English 
titles, Charles Clement. At Stanley, N. Y., 
starting May 1, '47. Running time, 89 MINS, 











I onde 205 6696660800060 660.85 Oleg Zhakov 
Rhee, Bie wife. .ccccccccseced Anna Smirnova 
Voldemar, his brother.....Nikolai Chibbius 
THe Miller. .ccccccseccccsesees Vassili Vanin 
Milda, miller’s daughter...Anna Petukhova 
Karlis, the mechanic..... Victor Merkuriev 
Christina, his wife.Ludmilla Sukharevgkaya 
Partisan Leader.......... Gregory Michurin 
Col, Grabbe...cccceeees Vassili Politseimako 
Died POON ccs escsartdvcests Georgi Spiegel 





(In Russian; English Titles) 


The Soviet film-makers have 
whipped up a fast-moving melo- 
drama of the a underground 
operations in “The Road Home.” Be- 
cause this picture combines a pass- 
able story and action with some 
above-par eee. it looks to 
do smart biz at Russian arty houses 
in the U.S. Certainly it is a vast im- 
provement over several recent labo- 
rious Russian cinematic efforts. 

This is from the Riga and Lenin- 
grad studios of Russo’s vast film in- 
dustry and bespeaks the strides 
taken by these plants as compared 
with some other Soviet studios. De- 
spite this being basically another war 
story, “Road Home” incorporates 
| enough newness to thé familiar un- 
derground fighter plot to whet inter- 
est. Starts off showing a Russian try- 
ing to escape from a train bearing 
citizens to a German concentration 
camp in his effort to see his home 
and family again. From this it swings 
into somewhat familiar scenes as the 
partisans try day and night to ham- 
per the hated invading Nazis. 

Idea of the one daring former pri- 
soner trying to battle the German 
troops single-handed in a small Lat- 
vian village develops two exciting 
manhunts. Director Alexander Ivan- 
ov has smartly stressed the melo- 
dramatic phases, employing unusual 
lighting and camera work to high- 
light the more dramatic passages. 

Oleg Zhakov, as the persistent 
peasant who is always ducking the 
enemy Nazis, and Anna Petukhova, 
as his brother’s sweetheart, almost 
theft the film. Anna Smirnova, a 
looker, as his wife, is given star bill- 
ing but has too little to do. What 
little she figures in the plot is well 
done. Victor Merkuriev, the expert 
mechanic who pretends being friend- 
ly to the Germans though the key 
figure in the underground movement, 
is especially good in a minor role. 
Nikolai Chibbius, as the escaped 
prisoner’s brother, chips in with a 
clear portrayal despite his unsym- 
pathetic part as the lad who joins up 
with the Germans. 

Camera work of Ivan Goldberg and 





known to still exist. 


Alexander Zavialov is remarkably 
| fine. Wear. 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Most of the talent and story execs of the major companies were con. 
siderably impressed last week with the virtuosity of Gian-Carlo Menotti, 
whose double-billed “music dramas,” “The Telephone” and “The Medium,” 
opened at the Ethel Barrymore theatre, N. Y. Menotti did the music, lyrics 
and book. 

While the two brief operatic plays were not considered suitable as bases 
for feature films, it appears very likely that the composer-author might 
get the nod from one or more of the studios. Since his music was said by 
the film o.o.ers to be of excellent quality and at the same time very sing. 
able, considerable thought is being given to evolving a screen idea in 
which his talents might be usable. He’s a 34-year-old Italian who came 
to this country about 10 years ago and scored highly in the musical world 
before his entries opened in legit territory last week. 

Konrad Bercovici’s plagiarism suit against Charles Chaplin, which was 
settled for $95,000 last week, was generally looked on in industry legal 
circles as fairly much a decision for the plaintiff. Especially in view of 


Chaplin’s disavowal in court of having used Bercovici’s yarn for “The 
Great Dictator,” film on which the suit was based. 
Settlement was reached after several hours of huddles by Chaplin and 


attorneys for both sides. Federal Judge Harold P. Burke said “both sides 
appeared glad for an opportunity” to work out a settlement. 

Of the 95G, $5,000 was for expenses at the trial, with $90,000 the actual 
damages to be paid by Chaplin. Agreement stipulates that Chaplin is sole 
author of “The Dictator” story and gives him rights as well to Bercovici’s 
“The Haymarket Riot” and “Cry of the Wolf,’ never produced as yet, 
Settlement also releases UA, which handles Chaplin’s pictures. Bercovici 
originally had asked over $5,000,000 in his suit. 





Rod Geiger, ex-GI producer of “Open City,” currently in its second 
year at the World theatre, N. Y., returned to New York from Italy this 
week following completion of his second feature, “Paisa.” Latter was 
heavily bid for by Loew’s International and other major distributors, but 
Geiger turned over U. S. distribution rights to Mayer-Burstyn, who are 
also releasing “City.” 

Geiger returned to N. Y. to begin production on a third feature, “Christ 
In Concrete,” from the novel by Pietro di Donato. Producer expects to 
start the story of an Itajjan immigrant family here in N. Y., but may take 
American actors to Italy for interior shots to get authentic sets,for the 
early life of the immigrants. Geiger has also bought screen rights to an 
unidentified book dealing with Negroes in the U. S., which he plans to 
lens following the completion of “Christ.” 





Difficulties encountered by “Abie’s Irish Rose” (UA) because of charges 
of racial caricaturing laid against it have resulted in some doubt as to 
whether the film will meet its production and distribution cost. It does 
fairly good business in most spots it plays, particularly in smaller towns, 
but it hasn’t been getting enough dates. Many theatres and circuits figure 
it controversial and won't book it. 

Made under Bing Crosby Productions label, The Groaner actually has 
a relatively small investment in it. It’s believed to amount to not more 
than about $60,000. Two-thirds of the $550,000 production cost was put up 
by a bank and film financing company, with the other third shared by 
Cresby, Noel Gurney and Del Webb, who is a one-third owner of the 
N. Y. Yankees. 

Novel method of taking advantage of a film’s title for special advertis- 
ing tieins was carried out in New York daily newspapers last Saturday (3) 
by the 20th-Fox publicity staff. With the Kentucky Derby the major topic 
of interest that day, 20th took small two-column ads in the sports section 
of each paper, directly below the stories on the Derby, to plug its “Home- 
stretch,” a picture about racetracks current at the Roxy. 

Copy, in straight boldface type, read: “See the Kentucky Derby and all 
of the world’s other outstanding races and tracks in ‘The Homestretch,’ 
the 20th Century-Fox technicolor triumph.” It’s to be noted that the pic- 
ture is being released at this time to take full advantage of the racing 
season. 





Two major studios were stumped by production problems involved in 
“Wake of the Red Witch,” a sea tale, but Republic stepped in with the 
solution. Metro and another big lot figured the picture would cost around 
$5,500,000 and passed it up. Edward Ludwig, Republic director, persuaded 
Herbert Yates to buy the story for $100,000, and figured out a way to pro- 
duce it for about $1,000,000. Currently Ludwig is assigned to direct “The 


Fabulous Texan,” after six months on the lot waiting for something to 
happen, 





When Joseph Bernhard took over Screen Classics and the national dis- 
tribution of 20 United Artists reissues, he discovered that the rights in the 
southern territory had been sold for $60,000 to an exchange man in Texas. 
Bernhard offered $60,000 for the rights but the Texan came back with an 
offer to sell for $300,000. 





Twin beds occupied by Franchot Tone and Lucille Ball in “My Awful 
Wife” were too close together to suit the British censors, who insist that 
beds must be at least 12 inches apart. Two days of refilming cost Columbia 
$30,000, at the rate of $2,500 per inch for the retakes. 


Film Money In France 
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that the U. S. industry wants the; yearly in France for dubbing pur- 
money to be figured on the rate of | poses. In addition, there’s the added 
exchange in effect when it first re-| cost of physical distribution, etc, 
quested that funds be transferred, | much of which goes to French labor. 
while the French claim it should} American trade officials claim 
be figured on the prevailing rate of | there is at least 881,000,000 francs 
exchange with a vastly devalued | in blocked currency accumulated in 
franc. France until June 30, 1946, Which 

Another major point of difference | should be taken into consideration 
is the French insistence that the|in the huddles, This includes 425,- 
U. S. industry’s take from their | 000,000 francs in film revenue from 
country be limited to no more than | 1939-1945 when the franc was de- 
$3,000,000 yearly for the two years | valued and 396,000,000 francs from 
in question, which they claim was | 1945 to July, 1946, when the pact 
the average amount withdrawn from| went into effect. Rate of eX- 
France before the war. U.S. com-|change has stood pat so there's 
panies declare, however, that that|no argument over revenue since 
figure no longer prevails; firstly,|then. In addition, though, the 
because domestic production costs| Americans claim the French owe 
have skyrocketed tremendously |them another 60,000,000 francs in 











since the war’s end and secondly, | revenue from 
because French grosses have gone 
up correspondingly, with attendance 
far above the prewar peak. 
$5,000,000 Net in France 

U. S. trade sources estimate that, 
during the first year of the Blum- 
Byrnes pact, which won’t be com- 
pleted until next June 30, the net 
for American companies in France 
will amount to $5,000,000—and that 
under the current rate of exchange, 
Total revenue is probably much 


higher than that, it’s alleged, since 





at least another $2,000,000 is spent 





the 40 films taken 
into France by the Office of War 


Information immediately after the 
war. French disclaim that com- 
pletely. 
All that’s been remitted from 


France to date has been 25% of the 
total the French claim is owed, 
which was transferred in December, 
1946. Negotiations on establishing 
the ceiling, meanwhile, are expecté 
to start as soon as French film in 
dustry leaders return from the cur 
rent International Trade Conference 
in Geneva. 
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“Exciting! Crowded with 
nating characters, tense 
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— Creelman, Sun 
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Par Sues F&M for 


Return of Two L.A. Film Houses 


Los Angeles, May 6. 


Suit for $612,000 was filed here by 
the Paramount Theatre Corp. 
against Fanchon & Marco, operators 
of the Los Angeles Paramount-and 
Hollywood Paramount theatres, Ac- 
tion includes a plea for a Federal 
court order turning the two film 
houses back to Paramount. Suit is 
an aftermath of the recent anti-trust 
decision. 

Paramount declares that F&M 
leased the two houses in 1939 on a 
10-yeat which was later ex- 
tended to 1952. Complaint continues 
that when Paramount sought to re- 
gain control of the houses, under a 
clause in the lease, the request was 
denied 

Paramount takes the stand that the 


basis, 


U. S. Supreme Court verdict which | 


cancelled the franchise agreement 
also cancels the lease. 

Within recent weeks Paramount 
has taken over three San Francisco 
theatres from Fox-West Coast as a 
result of the court order breaking 
up pools. The two houses involved 
in the current action have been con- 
sistently among the top grossers in 
their sector. Their combined take for 
the 1945-46 season was approxi- 
mately $1,853,800, 
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to already blocked francs and yen 


and pesos which may never be ex- | 


portable. 

Also, in most territories where 
uotas apply or threaten against 
tollywood’s output, no distinction is 

made between 35m and 16m prints. 
$o bringing in the narrow-gaugers 
may only mean a reduction in num- 
ber of standard pix and playing time 
allowed, which doesn’t make sense 
no matter how the distribs look at it. 
Shortage of Equipment 

Topping off all the other difficul- 

ties, of course, has been the shortage 


of 16m projection equipment. Would- | 
be operators of such theatres just | 


haven't been able to get the gear 
they need. That situation has con- 
siderably eased now, however, with 
deliveries being made by manufac- 
turers in 30 to 45 days, and some- 
times less. 

As things now stand, there are 
only two territories in which the 
16m distribution means anything— 
atin America and the Philippines. 
here are plenty of the sub-stand- 
ard theatres, of gourse, in France 
(about 3,000) and other European 
countries, but no point developing 
them as customers because of the 
currency restrictions. 

Latin America has about 125 of 
the 16m houses now operating and 
the Philippines about 80, according 
to latest estimates. A few more are 
being gradually developed in both 
territories and in othef countries, 
but it is slow going. American dis- 
tribs, except in isolated cases, are 
not willing to finance purchase of 
equipment or erection of theatres. 
They have aided prospective exhibs 
obtain equipment, however, gener- 
ally through manufacturers’ agents 
in the territory, rather than directly 
from the U. S. 

Metro and RKO 
Since Metro and RKO are the only 


two companies highly active in the | 


field, they have made a close, if un- 
official, alliance. Neither of them 
has enough 16m product to support 
theatres full time, so when either of 
them ties up a new customer, it 
rings in the other to share the sup- 
ply problem. 

Paramount and 20th-Fox have 
made an Official amalgamation for 
16m Overseas, but the new company 
is still in the exploratory stage and 
not yet actively engaged. Universal 
and J. Arthur Rank; with whom it 
is partnered in 35m operation, are 
seiting up a new company for inter- 
National 16m distribution, but like- 
Wise are not active yet. U’s 16m do- 
mestic subsid, United World, is most 
important company in the field here, 
but is selling only schools, colleges, 
and other such non-commercial ac- 
counts. 

Warner Bros. and Columbia have 
been just getting their feet wet in 
the 16m ocean, testing to see if 
they'd enjoy coming in, while United 
Artists has done nothing at all in 
that direction. 

RKO and Metro have between 60 
and 75 programs available in 16m. 
They've been using about 20 prints 
f each, half in English and half in 
ng plus one or two in Portu- 

uese, 


$612,000, Asks 
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Jolson’s Song ‘Requests’ 


Motion picture division of the 


paign 
relief 





launched a nationwide drive to top 
the quota allocated to itself. A total 


of over $1.000,000 has already been 


Sparkplug UJA Campaign | cancelled 


, Was for an address by the Msgr. Ful- | 


| raised by Al Jolson through his 
|talks and meetings with show biz | 
}execs and rank-and-filers during 
his recent stayover in New York 

Jolson’s aid in the campaign was 
enlisted by former Gov. Herbert H. 
}Lehman and Henry Morgenthau, 


Jr., UJA leaders, and Barney Bala- 
ban. Requests for “Anniversary 
Song,” etc. have fetched $50,000 
down. 

Paramount prexy, eastern chair- 
man of the campaign’s entertain- 
ment division, has also been spark- 
plugging the drive through a cross- 
country barnstorming tour, reach- 
| ing exhibitors in outlying “areas 
|Among the major’ contributions 
recorded to date are $300,000 from 
 oratig 
from Samuel Goldwyn, chairman cf 





the Coast division: $75,000 from Bar- | 


ney Balaban; $60,000 from Walter 
Wanger and $25,000 from Jack Cohn, 
Columbia _ v.p. Lewis Rosenstiel, 
| head of Schenley Co., also contrib- 
| uted $300,000. 





Dore Schary 
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shouldn't inhibit a good writer from 
telling a story,” he followed through. 
“There are many mature subjects 


any 


and sodomy.” 

Example of what RKO intends do- 
ing with Bs are “Boy with the Green 
Hair” and “The Setup,” two low 
budgeters planned for the coming 
year, Schary*declared. The first is 
an unusual anti-war fantasy while 
the second is also a very odd pic on 
prizefighting in which there are no 
dissolves and the film’s entire action 
takes the identical time that it would 
if clocked in life. 

12 Top-Budgeters 

RKO’s product lineup next season 
includes 12 high budget pix planned 
for the company studio, an unde- 
termined number of Bs, and some 
indie pix which the company will 
distribute, Schary diselosed. Just 
how many films will be made alto- 
gether and how big a backlog will 
be built up depends on current con- 
fabs with Ned Depinet, exec v.p. in 
charge of distribution. 

Turning to war films, studio chief- 
tain said his company had none 
under consideration though other 
companies may be eyeing the field. 
It’s Schary’s belief that the six-year 
hiatus which intervened between 
the end of World War I and the war 
film cycle which “The Big Parade” 
touched off may be a lot longer this 
time. That's because fracas II af- 
fected a much wider slice of the 
public, he added. 

“When we do turn to war films, 








| analytical than we were then,” 
| eontinued. “We should avoid the 
cynical approach which made it ap- 
pear as though those who fought 
were suckers. That approach pre- 
vented us from mobilizing in 1931 
and stopping the Japs. Films must 
say that war is ghastly but they 
must also teach that evil is a terrible 
thing and should be batted down 
whenever it crops up.” 

It’s Schary’s “guess” that produc- 
tion costs have finally reached their 
peak, “I can’t see us going on at 
| inereased cost,” he added. “The drop 
in eusts can be achieved without cut- 
ting employment. Rather, we must 
make films in less time—that’s where 
the big edge is.” “Crossfire,” for 





Adrian Scott and directed by Ed- 


because “it didn’t make sense” to 
spend too much on & “daring and 
speculative” venture. . 
strong tract on anti-Semitism which 
Schary wants released as early as 
possible. 

Schary expects to huddle with J. 
Arthur Rank on future joint pro- 
duction plans in England. He re- 
turns to the Coast Saturday (10). 
He was elected as v.p. within the 
| last few weeks. 











and Jack Warner; $100,000 | 


which can be treated well without “Notorious 
interference from censors. It | feuding 
isn’t necessary to write about incest | insisted that a chamber pot which | 


we must be more foresighted and | Ansco color process, 


he | Agfa, is a monopack system, is be- 


instance, he said, pic produced by | 


Film is a} 


‘Boycott’ Lyceum, Mpls., 
For Booking ‘Outlaw’ 


Minneapolis, May 6. 
Because the Lyceum, legit road- 
show house, booked “The Outlaw,” a 


theatre by the Legion of Decency 
and two Catholic organizations have 
their rentals. One 





j}ton J. Sheen, originally scheduled 


United Jewish Appeal’s 1947 cam- | for May 26. and the other St. Mar- 
to raise $170,000,000 for the | 
of European refugees has 


garet Academy graduation exercises. 

Picture is in on percentage deal 
after Paramount passed it up. It’s 
now in its second week and doing 
smash, helped by publicity given to 
attempts to have the mayor ban it 











Breen’s Nix 
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$4,000,000. Pic needs some revamping 
because thegBreen office has ordered 
amputation of the film’s funniest 
sequence—one in which 


of a vadueville show depicted in the 
film and is considered Fields’ piece 
de resistance. “Heart” has had a 
steady run of bad luck since the pic 
already has been reshot in large part 
for Yank audiences 
‘Fanny By Gaslight’ 
Gainsborough’s “Fanny by Gas- 
light” which stars James Mason, Phyl- 
lis Calvert and Stewart Granger is 
also currently in troubled waters. Pic 
centers about a multiple dwelling 
in London and leaves no doubt that 
the basement apartment is being 
used as a brothel. Breen has ob- 
jected strenuously and wants that 
locale re-done to transform the 
cellar-dwelling to a dancehall 
United Artists, U. S. distrib of the 
Rank pic, has had the film on its 
shelves for close on two years. 
Anglo-American standards have 
| been clashing ever since British pix 
| started streaming west last 
Gentleman” led off the 
when PCA administrators 


| Rex Harrison hoists atop a flagpole 
ibe switched to a_ stovepipe hat. 
|“Wicked Lady,” another Rank re- 
lease via Universal, came in for 
much solider snipping when Breen 
objected to the neckline of Mar- 
garet Lockwood's period costume. 
That was crayoned skyward and 
number of sequences were deleted 
before pic was passed amid massed 
howls by British pundits and critics. 

“Dead of Night” was also worked 
over by the Breen forces with the 
net result that an entire subordinate 
plot was scissored before release. It’s 
reported that “Caravan” which 
Eagle-Lion will handle in the U. S. 
may also take a going-over before 
it plays U. S. screens. 











Wartime Devices 
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to have the same formulae for the 
system as the Russians obtained 
from the Germans, but haven't yet 


| been able to adapt them, with a con- | 


processing 
the other 


sequent great waste in 
film. Russians, on 


| 
{ 


i the 


| ably. 
| Chief tieup in development of the 
which, like 


lieved to be in the lack of labora- 
tory space available for processing 
the film. General ‘Aniline & Film 
Corp., which owns the process, is 
going very «lowly on it, under the 
decision that it 


until its completely developed. GAF 
currently processes the film only in 
its Houston Labs in Hollywood, but 
has licensed it for experimental 
/purposes to both Jerry Fairbanks 
| and RKO-Pathe for the shooting of 
}commercial shorts. In addition, 
| United Productions of America, new 
| indie outfit, will use the Ansco film 
|for a German version of “Brother- 
hood of Man.” now being made for 
the Civil Affairs division of the 





: | War Dept. for distribution in Ger- | 
ward Dmytryk, was shot in 23 days | 


/}man commercial filmeries. 


Levinson expressed greatest hopes 
for the magnetic sound recording, 
|which he declared would geeatly 
enhance the current fidelity of 
sound reproduction. Chief prob- 
lem remaining revolves around a 
method of adding the sound from 





this 
the 


but added that 
be solved in 


film, he said, 
will probably 


j near future. 


“boycott” has been imposed on the | 


! British | 
comic Sid Fields does a takeoff on a | 
swish. That effeminate scene is part | 


year. | 


won't be released | 
to the majors for commercial use | 


| the magnetic tape to the side of the | 








Rank Adds U.S. Officers 


Prefacing J. Arthur Rank’s visit 
,to the U.S., his American company 
|has added to its roster of officers. 
| John Davis, Rank’s No. 1 assistant, 
|has been named veepee of the com- 
{pany and Robert Weait, director of 
| both Latin-American and 16m activi- 


ties, treasurer. Davis, Weait and 
William Heineman, general sales 
manager of Universal's Rank unit, 
have also been named to the U.S 
company’s board of directors 

Rank is chairman of the subsid’s 
board and Robert Benjamin, mem- 
ber of the law firm of Phillips 
Nizer, Benjamin & Krim, is prez. 











Rank’s N. Y. Sked | 


Goldman's Failure to Reopen Philly 
- Erlanger May K. 0. His 4256 Verdict 


Philadelphia, May 6. 
majors have made a 
move to pull the rug 
William Goldman's 
anti-trust 


The 
sudden 


eight 
new 
from under 
$425,000 


sweeping 


the 
injunction 


verdict and 


Federal court 
which governs selling practices here, 


Claiming 


that Goldman’s own con- 
|} duct recently has disapproved his 
case, the majors have filed applica- 
tion to reopen hearings and di 
the suit on the basis of new evi- 
dence 
Crux of the new plea is the ar- 
gument that the Philly exhib 
failing to ope: E nger theatre 
after product was made available to 
him by order of the court, is admit- 











Continued from page 9 jaan 


Motion Picture Assn., and the MPA’s 
board will fete the duo. 

Tuesday (13): Confab of Rank and 
Davis with Arthur Krim, Eagle-Lion 
prexy, and Al Schwalberg, veepee 
heading sales, to talk handling of 
British product by E-L. Attendance 
at a board of directors meet of Pathe 


| Industries, parent company of E-L. 
Invitees of Gus Eyssell. prez and 
managing director of Radio City 


Music Hall, 
the theatre 
Wednesday (14) 


at a luncheon slated in 


After a series of 


meetings, the party entrains for 
| Chicago for a two-day stay. In Chi, 
Rank wilil huddle with J. H. Me- 


Nabb, head of Bell & Howell, equip- 
ment manufacture! He'll also meet 
A. N. Rauland, television expert. 
Saturday (17): Due at Toronto for 
a number of meetings with officials 
of the Rank interests there, headed 
by J. Earl Lawson, prez of the Odeon 
Circuit of Canada and general direc- 
| tor of Rank’s Canadian activities. 
Wednesday (21): Leaves Toronto 
| by train for Vancouver. Davis leaves 
to return to England by air. 
Rank and his wife will 
from Vancouver to Los 


proceed 
Angeles 


| forced to shutter 


ting that the house can't be operated 
profitably on first-run product. 
Goldman had won his chunk of balm 
on the contention that he 
the 


had been 
Erlanger, and 


| thereby lost handsome profits, be- 
| cause the majors. wouldn't sell any- 
one but the Warner circuit 

Behind the new legal tactics is 


| 1942, and there's still fou 


also an attempt by the majors to 
head off another $1,000,000 or so in 
additional damages. Goldman won 
his $425,000 verdict for the period 
from December, 1940, to December, 
years un- 
im legal actions which 
to come 

Between Dec. 19, '46, and April 25, 
47, the petition alleges, all majors 


accounted for 
are sure 


| but 20th-Fox offered Goldman a total 


of 63 pix for first-run. No offer was 
made by 20th because it has its own 


house, the Fox Goldman during 
that period, it’s said. bought four 
films for his Goldman theatrs 


eight for the Karlton, and four for 


| the Keith, but none for the Erlanger. 


| Instead, he 


preferred to keep the 


| latter house barred. 


| where the couple will visit their | 
| daughter, Mrs. Fred M. Packard, and | 


take a first view of their grand- 
| daughter. They'll remain at their 
| daughter’s California home until 


July 17 when they return to Eng- 
land. 


About 50 at Industry Dinner 


Dinner by the Motion Picture 
Assn. for British producer J. Arthur 
| Rank, to be held next Monday (12) 
|}at the Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., will 
| be limited to about 50 persons. Be- 
|ing invited are presidents, vice- 
presidents and a few other key execs 
from each company. No one out- 
| side the industry will attend. 

Eric Johnston, MPA prexy, 
preside at the dinner. 
in New York today 


(Wednesday ) 


' and tomorrow for a special member- | 


|ship meeting to ratify a change in 
the Association’s by-laws doubling 
j the size of the 18-man directorate. 
MPA topper was to have addressed 
| a meeting of the India Society in 
New York Monday (5), but was 


forced to cancel because of the press | 
) hand, have used the process profit- 


of business in Washington 
Krim East to Meet Rank 
Hollywood, May 6. 

Arthur Krim planes for New 
York after an extended series of 
conferences with Bryan Foy and 
other Eagle-Lion studio execs. He's 
returning east to be on hand for ar- 
rival of J. Arthur Rank. He will 
accompany Rank and Robert Young, 








west. 

















Canada Scales 


! 
| Continued from page 4 
‘level from which to recede, if nec- 
| essary.” 

Another interest aspect of the 
|termination of the Price Control 
| Act, Franklin declared, is what de- 
mands distribs will make for in- 
j}creased rentals next season. Can- 
ada still operates on the block- 
booking system, with exhibs buying 
ja full year’s product in advance. 
Price control was still in force 
when this season's contracts were 
made, so distribs haven't had a 
chance to take advantage of its re- 
| moval yet. 

Franklin said biz on his circuit 
,;was off about 20° from last year, 
but still was well above the pre- 
jwar average. 





|Goldmar himself does not 


“The refusal of Goldman to oper- 
ate the Erlanger theatre,” petition 
summed up, “and his willingness to 
exhibit pictures first-run at his 
Goldman, Keith and Karlton thea- 
tres, which are inferior in size, ap- 
pearance and physical appointments 
to the Erlanger, demonstrates that 
consider 


| the Erlanger suitable for profitable 


exhibition of feature motion pic- 
| tures.” 
In effect, the majors’ argument is 





will | 
He'll also be 


| 
| 


that Goldman is not entitled to a 
penny’s damages because his con- 
duct subsequent to his victory in the 
suit indicates that he was not foreed 
to close the Erlanger. Application 
was filed in the circuit court on ap- 
peal by the majors from the sizeable 
damages is presently pending in that 
court. 











Film Revenue 


Continued from page ll ——— 3 
Dividends paid totaled $12.358,349, 
equivalent to $1.65 per share. 

Par’s cash and Government se- 
curities on Jan. 4 totaled $33,437,813, 





| while total current assets were $87,- 
| 788,271, with a net working capital 





| 


Pathe Industries topper. on his trip | 


of $73,562,299 after 
rent liabilities. 


deducting cur- 
This represents an 


increase of. $20,003,541 during the 
year. 
Dollar revenues from the Con- 


tinent have not climbed substan- 
tially since the war ended, Barney 


| Balaban, company prexy, said in an 


accompanying statement. “Distribu- 
tion centers have been reestablished 
in a number of these countries, but 
up to the present time only a few 
countries have been in a position to 
remit dollars. In other countries 


getting started again, it has been 
| difficult due to nationalistic ten- 
dencies, government monopolies, 





| according to Balaban. 


| 
| 


| 


and other regulations which restrict 
the distribution of American films. 
Everything is being done to open 
up these markets for American films 
on a fair and competitive basis.” 
Capital simplification, program 
which Par started 10 years ago and 


debt reduction will be fully com- 
pleted within the year, Balaban 
'said. The company will then have 


no outstanding interest-bearing obli- 
gations or securities senior to the 
common stock, other than $2,000,000 
in notes due 1951, which are con- 
vertible to common stock. 

Strike at the studio caused a con- 
siderable hiked cost of production, 
As for thea- 
tre television, Balaban said the Par- 
amount theatre (N. Y.) is studying 
the problem of the use of television 
on the screen. 
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Costly Precedents Hasten Distribs’ 
Settlements With Suing Theatres 





While the main anti-trust battle+ 


s out the fall term of the U. S. 
supreme Court, the majors are 
widening their tactics of patching up 
triple-damage skirmishes with ex- 
hibs via cash settlements of all likely 
looking suits. No longer certain of 
dismissals because of recent un- 
favorable precederits, the strategy 
of paying pre-trial balm to induce 
dropping of the anti-trusters is now 
taking on the appearance of a gen- | 
eral policy. Latest maneuver in that | 
direction if the compromise of the | 
Lubeck theatre suit in Texas for a| 
reported $35,000. 

Negotiations are also under way 
on several other suits. One of these 
Riverside theatre action in 
in which lawyers for 
the majors are currently talking 
settlement with opposing counsel. 
Company legalites have also sounded 
out A. B. Momand, former Okla- | 
homa exhib, who’s suing currently | 
in Boston. Momand, it’s understood, | 
is asking $500,000 to drop his action 


wait 





is the 
Minneapolis 


He recently won a $750,000 jury 
verdict which the Federal district 
court set aside. The matter is now 


up on appeal before the circuit court 

With a total in excess of $20,000,000 
in triple-damage actions now pend- | 
ing against the majors, pix com- 
panies are far from happy over the 
portents. Their switch in tactics had 
its recent start when payment 
$235,000 was 
Greenwich, Conn., exhibitor who had 
claimed that his theatre was forced 
to shutter beeause of defendants’ 
sales practices. . 

Peskay’s case had been dismissed 
by the lower court on the 
that he had failed to prove damages 
but the William Goldman ruling in 
Philadelphia by the circuit court 
changed things. With his action 
closely parallel to Goldman's, Peskay 
promptly appealed and settlement 
followed. Incidentally, 
very little of the coin himself since 
the local bank had a substantial lien 
on it. . 

Meanwhile, there’s been no lessen- 
ing of the volume of exhib actions 
brought for past alleged wrongs, ac- 
cording to industry legalites. What 


the companies are fervently hoping | 


for, however, is that the suits will 
dwindle away as the statute of 
limitations setting a time limit on 
their filing hits the point where the 
companies sold under court decree. 











Picture Grosses 
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PITTSBURGH 


Holding up well at $10,000. not too 
bad. Last week, it: got $14,000. 

Penn (Loew’'s-UA) (3,300; 40-70) 
—‘Imperfect Lady” (Par). Biz here 
has been way off lately, and this 
isn't any better. Lucky to get $12,- 
000, far from good. Last week, “Sea 
of Grass” (M-G), $16,000. 

Ritz (Loew's) (800; 40-70)—“Sea 
of Grass”. (M-G) (m.o.). 
around $4,000. Last week, ‘““Macom- 
ber Affair”? (UA) (m.o.), $3,500. 





‘ Senator (Harris) (1,750; 40-70)— 
Kit Carson” (PRC) and “Last of | 
Mohicans” (PRC) (reissues). Doing | 


800d biz at $5,000, better than house 
has done in some time. Last week, 
“Song of Scheherazade” (U) (m.o0.), 
yanked after four days, weak $2,000. 
Stanley (WB) (3,800; 40-70)—‘Sea 
Hawk” (WB) and “Sea Wolf” (WB) 
(reissues), Also doing above recent 
average in town, Nice $15,000 or 
near. Last week, “Suddenly Spring” 
(Par), $14,000, 
aWarner (WB) (2,000; 40-70)— 
Farmer's Daughter” (RKO) 
wk). Holding up nicely at great 
$16,000 or near. Cinch to stay an- 
other. Last week, great $17,500. 


‘Daughter’ Loud $17,000 
In Buff.; ‘Yearling’ Big 
206, ‘Framed’ Hot 176 


; Buffalo, May 6. 
Outstanding new pictures are 
drawing sturdy biz this week. “Year- 


ing, “Framed” and “Farmer's 

Daughter” look solid. “Daughter’ 

shapes as especially sock at the Cen- 
ry. 


: Estimates fer This Week 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70 )—“Im- 
Perfect Lady” (Par) and “Philo 
Vance’s Gamble” (PRC). Only $11,- 
00 in sight. Last week, 
Road” (WB) and “Sweetheart Sigma 
Chi” (Mono), good $15,000. 
Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 40-70) 


~, Farmer's Daughter” «*RKO) and 
“Falcor 
ng $17.000 or over. Last week, “Trail 
Street’ (RKO) and “Beat Band” 
‘RKO), neat $15,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 40-70) 


of | 
made to Ed Peskay, | 


ground | 


he received | 


Looks | 


(2d |} 


“Stallion | 


Y's Adventure” (RKO). Rous- | 


—“The Yearling” (M-G). Sock $20,- 
000. Last week, “Suddenly Spring” 
aoe? and “Easy Come” (Par), $19,- 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 40-70)—“Sud- 
denly | Spring” (Par), and “Easy 
Come” (Par). Trim $8,000 or near. 
Last week, “Sea of Grass” (M-G) 
(m.o.) (2d wk), $8,500. 

Lafayette (Basil )(3,100: 40-70) — 


| “Framed” (Col) and “Millie’s Daugh- | 


ter” (Col). Stout $17,000. Last week, 


“Smash-Up” (U) and “Secret of 
Whistler” (Col) (2d wk), fancy 
$11,000. 

Teck (Shea ) (1,400; 40-70)— 
“Plainsman and Ladv” (Rep) and 
“Brennan Girl” (Rep). May hit $4,- 
000. Last week, “Macomber Affair” 


(UA) (m.o.), $3,500 


life’ Wonderful $10,000, 
Seattle: ‘Smash-Up’ 126 


Seattle, May 6. 

Everything is offish this round. De- 
spite this downbeat, “It’s Wonderful 
Life” 
outstanding film in town 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 45-80)— 
“Sinbad” (RKO) (m.o.). Good $5,000. 
Last week, “Open City” (Indie) (2d 
wk), $3,900. 

Fifth Avenue 


will be big at the Liberty, and 


(H-E) (2,349; 45-80) 
—‘“Macomber” (UA) (2d wk). Oke 
$6,000 in 5 days. Last week $11,800 

Liberty (J & VH) (1,650; 45-80)— 
“Wonderful Life’ (RKO). Big cam- 
paign helping to big $10,000 or better. 
Last week, second of “Dead Reckon- 
ing” (Col), oke $7,100 

Music Box (H-E) (850; $1-$1.50)— 
| “Best Years” (RKO) (6th wk). Stout 
$6,000 after $7.500 last week. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 45-80)— 
“Red House” (UA). Trim $9,000. Last 
week, “Lost Honeymoon” (E-L), 
pulled after 5 days at sad $3,900. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 45-80)— 
“Smash-Up” (U). Good $12,000 or 
over. Last week, “Pursued” (WB), 
| $11,700 in 9 days. 
| Palomar (Sterling) 
|\“Down Missouri Way” (PRC) and 
“Don Ricardo Returns” (PRC) plus 
stage, headlined by Ivy Anderson 


Only $6,000. Last week, “Lone Star 
Moonlight” (Col) and “Figleaf for 
| Eve” (Indie) plus John Calvert on 


stage, $6,800. 
Paramount (H-E) 
“Captain Fury” (FC) and 


(3,039; 435-80 )— 
“Captain 





| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


| Richard F. Walsh, IATSE prez, said: 





~ H’wood Labor 
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as an indication that nothing posi- 
tive had come out of them. 








More Complications 
Hollywood, May 6. 

The complicated Hollywood labor 
picture took a new turn with revela- 
tion that the AFL executive com- 
mittee has issued a new interpreta- 
tion of the first clarification of Dec. 
26, 1945, directive covering set erec- 
tion jurisdiction. New definition 
states all assemblage of sets on 
stages comes under IATSE, but that 
construction of these materials 
properly the right of the Carpenters 
union. A wire to that effect was 
read at the regular Sunday (4) mass 
meeting of the Conference of Studio 
Unions by James Skelton, biz agent 
for the Studio Carpenters local. 

Whethe1 





is | 


the new definition will 
solve the Hollywood jurisdictional 
troubles is Open to question. New | 
| ruling carries strong rap for unions | 


not complying. The executive com- | 
mittee notified AFL prexy William 
Green it wishes for charter revoca- 
tion of any local not complying. 
Commenting on Green's statement, 


is 





‘he interpretation unacceptable 
to us and there is nothing to bind 
the IATSE to it. Mr. Green and the | 


AFL executive council have no 
power to change the original word- 


| 


(1,350; 45-80)—| 


| loud 
| threats 


Caution” (FC) (reissues). Fair $7,000. | 


| Last week. “Sinbad” (RKO) (2d wk). 
fair $7,100. : 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80 )— 
“Pursued” (WB) (2d wk). 
,$5,000 or near. Last week, 
| Scheherazade” (U) (3d wk), $4,300. 


a 


wili double as associate producer; 
“Last of the Bad Men,” an oater by 
| Jay Monaghan; “Focus.” a novel by 
| Arthur Miller, and “Dangerous 
|Ground,” murder yarn by Francis 
Still Wickware. 








Mirisch-King 
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Kanter All-Out in Pix 
Des Moines, May 6. 

MacKinlay Kantor, now associated 
'with King Bros. in film production, 
lis advance man at his old home in 
| Webster City, Ia., to make arrange- 
iments for the filming of “Gun 
Crazy.” Frank King is arriving in 
Webster City this week, and the 
staff and technicians will come in as 
lsoon as housing and other facilities 
can be obtained. 

Kantor says he is going all-out on 
' picture production and is either go- 


| 


|ing to make a big success of it or a | 


| big failure. He says he won't write 
lanother book in many years. “After 
all.” he said. “I've written 19 books 
|now and I've been at it for 26 years 
land I’ve had everything. You write 
|books that sell and don’t sell, and 
you get bad reviews and good re- 
views, and you write stories that 
everybody notices and you think you 
are on top of the world, and then 


|nobody notices the next one you 
| write.” 
Kantor says he has changed pub- 


lishers too, switching after 19 years 
lfrom Coward-McCann to Random 
| House. which will publish his latest 
book. “Midnight Lace.” 


EXHIB SELLS SCRIPT 


t 


} 
} 


Seattle, May 6. 
Irving Barry, booking mer. for 


'Evergreen and Hamrick-Evergreen 
‘in Seattle and this state, has sold 
| his first original story to the films. 

| It’s titled “Dealer’s Choice,” which 
Eagle-Lion will produce. 


“Song | 


Good | 


| Paramount,” 
| bureau of the Motion Picture Assn. 





| 
| 





r 
| 


ing of the arbitration award. If they 
had such power, then there was no 
arbitration award.” 

















| and Savini-Pollard claim that there’s 


} 
i 
] 
' 
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Crosby Shorts 

page 4 
ed over the years after storing thei 
product in Hollywood vaults. Stuff, 
it seems, can be bought for a song, | 
then doctored cheaply and distrib- | 
uted widely. Cited by them are 
such companies as Peerless Pictures 
and Arrow Productions which have 
unbought material waiting for re- 
suscitation. 

“Road.” which Savini asserts will 
du $500,000 on a $20,000 investment 
is booked for the entire Warners’ 
circuit, full-week, A playing time, 
as well as the Fox-West Coast chain. 
It’s not the first of the series, be- 
cause Savini-Pollard turned out a 
Danny Kaye melange which netted | 
$100,000 for the twosome. 

Production of “Road” and its an- 
nounced release was made amidst | 
protests from Paramount and } 
of legal action Imbroglio | 
started when Astor Pictures, Sa- 
vini’s outfit, gave the pic its initial | 
title, “Groanin’ My Way.” Seeking 
to placate Par’s toppers, Astor 
switched to its present label but 
Par still squawked. Savini then 
promptly filed the title, “Road to 
with the registration 





and then resigned just as promptly. 
Smoke of battle has cleared since 






| click 


| will 


| domestically and 





Par’s 
is 


on 
say, 


part 
that 


no ruffled feelings 
now. Payoff, they 
“Road” preemed at 
house, the company’s showcase 
Newark. 


| 
| 











ae 


| Belgium Festival 
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“In Cold Blood” 


| 


cana is entering 
(Luis Saslavsky), “Albeniz” and | 
“Kreutzer Sonata.” Official State 


Committee of Danish Films is send- 
ing two educationals. 





Lavish Entertainment 
Lavish entertainment plans are 
being mapped for visiting film stars 
and exees who'll atte’ the Film | 
Festival here. Gala © ure will | 
be on June 1 at Brutfe’ Palais des | 
Beaux-Arts with P Vermeylen, 


ie . } 
Home Minister and prexy of Festi- 


val’s Administrators Board, welcom- 
ing the gathering. Concert of Bel- 
gian music will follow as well as 


a Paramount | 


| gentina’s Cinemagrofica Interameri- | 


| Des 


Metro Plans Release Stepup; Drops 
Arbitration in Favor of Straight Talk 


4 





Par-Liberty 


Continued from page 9 





can be worked out for him to take a 
place in the Par distribution setup, 
it’s assumed the alternative will be 
a deal for buying up his contract. 
He left a division managership | at 


+ Metro, with an eye to sales chief 
William F. Rodgers’ declaration 
that it can’t wait for the final de- 
cree, is expected to eliminate 
henceforth any provisions for are 
bitration in its sales policy under 
the assumption that it can better 
negotiate with disgruntled exhibi- 
tors—and to their advantage—by it- 
self. addition, 
stepped up 
recent years, 
the 


In with production 


to its highest 
Metro 


number 


in 
to 
re- 


peak 


1s 


expected 


boost of monthly 





Metro, with which company he had 
served many years, to accept the 
bid from Liberty. 

Liberty also has quite a few other 
staffers on the business side in New 
York and production in Hollywood 
and their termination will have to 
be worked out, too. Among them | 
are flacks Lou Smith on e Coast 


} and Mort Nathanson in New York 


Incidentally, biz on “It’s a Won- 
derful Life,” Liberty’s initialer, be- 
ing distributed by RKO, has picked | 
up considerably with the pic getting 
into smaller towns. It racked up 
some disappointing grosses in big 
cities, but seems to find its level in 
towns of 100,000 and less. Failure 
of the Jimmy Stewart starrer to 
on the tremendous scale ex- 
pected is figured one of the reasons 
back of the Liberty unit's decision 
to swing over to a major studio. 

Current estimate that “Life” 
do $3,500,000 or a little better 
perhaps $1,250,000 


1S 


or a bit higher in the foreign field 
That will bring it out all right ts 
negative cost was $2,830,000. Using 


the usual industry formula of figur- 
ing prints, distribution and adver- 
tising as adding seven-tenths to 


o 


| negative cost, Liberty would have to 


get about $4,800,000 to break even. 


Zoellner Takes Over M-G | 
Shorts Sales; Field Execs | 
Shuffled in Decree Prep 


William B. Zoellner. 
Metro’s reprints and 
division, was named to act concur- 
rently as shorts sales manager by 
M-G sales veepee William F. Rodg- 








head of | 


importations 


| ers at last Friday’s (2) session of the 


company’s sales meet in New York. 

Zoellner, who was manager of 
Metro’s Atlanta branch before com- 
ing to N. Y. to head up the recently- 
created reprints and importations’ 
division, will continue to headquar- 
ter at the home office. Rodgers de- 
tailed Metro’s shorts program for 
this season at the meet's closing ses- 
sion Saturday (3). 

In a move designed to strengthen 
the work of Metro’s field sales staff 
under the anticipated changes in 
sales policy imposed by the decree, 
Rodgers also amnounced four new 
promotions. “In addition, he reshuf- 
fled the various districts supervised 
by different division managers and 
disclosed that central sales manager 
John J. Maloney would be the first 
field sales chief to spend a month at 
the home office. 

Herman Ripps, heretofore district 
manager with headquarters in Al- 
bany, has been named field assistant 
to John P. Byrne, eastern sales 
manager. Ripps will continue to 
headquarter in Albany. Ralph W. 
Maw, district manager headquarter- 
ing in Minneapolis, has been upped 
to assistant to Burtus Bishop, Jr.. 
newly-appointed midwestern sales 
chief. Midwestern territory has 
been revised to include Chicago, 
Moines, Milwaukee, Minneap- 
olis and Omaha. 

John S. Allen, heretofore district 
manager headquartering in Wash- 
ington, has been named field assist- 
ant to Rudy Berger, southern sales 
manager. Allen will move to Dallas, 
with Berger transferring his office 
from New Orleans to Washington. 
His territory has also been revised 


showing of “The Founder,” on life;and now embraces Washington, 

| of Leopold I. |New Orleans, Charlotte, Atlanta, 
Brussels will honor its guests with | Memphis, Oklahoma City and 

'a revival of a 14th century proces- | Dallas. 

sion and costume plays. City of! Frank C. Hensler, district man- 

Antwerp is slated to receive the |ager with headquarters in Detroit. 





delegates on June 19. Reception, 
motor launch trip along the Scheldt, 
an exhibition of Rubens sketches 
and a banquet are on the schedule. 

Liege plans to fete the delegates 
on June 28 On the following day, 
American festival participants will 
make a pilgrimage to Bastogne, key 
point in the German Ardennes of- 
fensive. Many pageants and art ex- 
hibitions have been organized spe- 
cifically for the Film Festivals for- 
eign guests. Some 11 paintings will 
be exhibited at the Palais des 


| apolis, 
land and Cincinnati. 





Beaux-Arts. 


has been upped to assistant to John 
J. Maloney, central sales manager 
Kansas City exchange has been 


j}added tc Maloney’s division, which 


now includes also St. Louis, Indian- 
Pittsburgh, Detroit. Cleve- 
Sam J. Gard- 
ner, who was named several weeks 
ago to assist West Ctoast sales man- 
ager George A. Hickey, will move 
to San Francisco next week. Salt 
Lake City and Denver branches, 
formerly in the midwest territory, 
have been transferred to the Coast 
setup. 


|in some 50-odd competitive sit 


| offer 


ithe 
ito 


fall 


currently 


leases beginning next over the 


two or three films re- 


leased every four weeks. 

Those were the high- 
lights of the company’s first na- 
tional sales meet since the start of 
the war, which wound up Sunday 


some of 


(4) after a week's session at the 
Hotel Astor, N.Y. More than 115 
delegates, including every homeof- 
fice executive, and the field sales 
force from division managers down 
to head bookers from the ex- 
changes, attended the meet Re- 


gional meets, at which Rodgers and 


his staff will brief the remainder of 
the field force on the outcome of 
the conference, are expected to be 
called in the near future. 

Decision to take over directly 
any arbitration proceedings wher- 
ever possible is a _ followup to 
Rodgers’ declaration that the com- 
pany must go anead with those 
phases of the decree it thinks 
might be included in the final de- 
cision, regardless of the current 
stay. Rodgers reportedly pointed 


out to the delegates that Metro has 
always attempted to negotiate di- 
rectly with any exhib who believes 
he might have a squawk, under the 
assumption that the trouble seldom 
lies with Metro but with competing 
exhibitors. In addition, Rodgers 
cited the inability of many small 
theatremen to pay for lengthy ar- 


bitration cases and Metre’s disin- 
clination to pay high legal fees 
when the issue might just as easily 


be settled via friendly, out-of-court 
huddles. 
Sales Methods 

As another step in anticipating 
the final decree, Metro will continue 
with its competitive bidding sales 
tations 
in which the system is currently 
in use. Instead of following the de- 
cree’s proscribed mechanics of bid- 
ding, however, Metro will only 
a picture for bidding when 
one exhibitor in a competitive sit- 
uation asks to take a crack at buy- 
ing the film. In other situations, 
company will continue to sell 
its present customers unless the 
final decree rules otherwise. 
Stepup in the number of releases 


monthly is not expected to take 
place until next fall, since Metro’s 
}eurrent backlog of canned but une- 
; released pictures has been almost 
exhausted. Howard Dietz, ad-pub- 
licity veepee, pointed out to the 
delegates, however, that the studio 
now has 30 films in various stages 
of work or nearing completion, 


witn another 15 ready to go before 
the cameras. These, plus three 
films that will be turned out this 
year at Metro’s Elstree studios in 
London, is expected to build up a 
sufficient backlog of product for 
the release schedule to be substan- 
tially hypoed. Detailed report on 
the new product currently in the 
works was made to the delegates 
by advertising director Si Seadler, 
who returned two weeks ago from 
a trip to the studios. 














Briefs from the Lots 








Continued 7m page 9 


Sequences ... W. Lee Wider lining 
up another feature for Albert Dek- 


ker and Catherine Craig to follow 
their current chores in “Mad Vene 
ture” at Republic ... “My Awful 
Wife” third tag on the Columbia res 
lease formerly known as “Mating 
Call” and “Her Husband's Affairs” 


. Wallace MacDonald will produce 
“Wreck of the Hesperus,” based on 
the Longfellow poem, at Columbia, 

Retrenchment wave at 20th 
washed publicists Hugh Lester, 
Oliver Hopps, Jim Simmons and 
Shirley Potash...Jack Cartwright 
sold “Press Deadline” and “Red 
Letter,” to Screen Guild Productions 
...Monty Shaff’s tiger-hunting film, 
“Man Eaters of Kumaon,” into work 
June 1, 









: 





VARIETY Wednesday, May 7, 1947 
AR a PE | 


BIG ENGAGEMENT! Two Paramounts, _ 











Los Angeles and Hollywood 


“The air is s filled. with music...above the 2 
average...rates kudos.” 105 ANGELES DAILY TIMES _ : P 





“Will keep sllonsue entertained. 
. LOS ANGELES EXAMINER 





Pa 








“1 Guess I'll Have 


That Dream Right Now” 
Git BILL WILLIAM 


LAMB - cI FRAWLEY 
WOODY HERMAN «: ORCHESTRA 


AND REPUBLIC GUEST STARS 


ROY ROGERS awe TRIGGER 
BOB NOLAN st SONS OF THE PIONEERS 


Screen Play by Mary Loos + Original Story by Parke Levy » Songs by Jimmy 
McHugh and Harold Adamson + Associate Producer and Director, Frank McDonald 


A REPUBLIC PICTURE 


Now Playing at Broadway's Gotham, New York 


/ “The Cats Are Goin’ 
To The Dogs” 
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Fox-Midwest Switches K.C. Tower 
To First-Run; Other Xchange Items 


About 1,300 picture house seats 
will be added to the first-run situa- 
tion here when Fox-Midwest makes 
a major switch in its pelicy begin- | 
ning May 9. Tower theater, long a/| 


Kansas City. *% 
| 
! 


stronghold of vaude combined with | aa and his father own two other py time bad general supervisory not supply Drive-In theatres with | Drive-In patent, called the Hollings- i 
Suable features, will become the |! inneapolis neighborhoed theatres, uties and problems arising from) qims. Understood also that Depart-| worth plan, which is based on a q 
third house in the first-run combina- | Kaliski to SRO im Pitt consent decree operations. ment of Highways officials are] series of ramps by means of whick } 


tion with the Uptown and Fairway. 
Esquire theater, which has been a 





ago as an exhibitor on a cere 
e 


_and has had the Ritz for 24 years. 
'is retiring to California. 


Fischer, one of the new proprie- 


Pittsburgh. 





| eral manager. This marks the second 


TEDFORD AIDES BOWSER 


oa EGE Yar Traffic Hazard Stymies Toronto 


Drive-In, But Many Others Planned 


Hollywood, May 6. 
A new executive post has been 
created by Fox-West Coast with 
William Tedford promoted to assist- 
ant to George Bowser, circuit’s gen- 


FWC executive change in recent | 
months, all aimed to permit Bowser 


With Tedford’s promotion, circuit 
shifted Fred Glass from Northern | 





Toronto, May 6. 
Until further notice, film distribu- 
tors here have been notified by the 
Motion Picture Censorship and Théa- 
tre Inspection Board that they must 


worried about potentiality of acci- 


Drive-In operators have been in- 
fringing on his patents and is pre- 
paring a round of legal suits to col- 
lect 10% of the gross as his licensing 
fee. Smith claims to control the 


cars can drive into a lot without ob- 





4 : ants r ing . avv ‘affic | scuring tk "is! f the occupanis 
. Joe ‘ ade } Fa roe ands a. dents resulting from heavy traffic curing the vision o p 
day-date teammate of the Uptown PAR nn ye ni oe = |California Division’s valley district | conditions, particularly at close of in front 
eel drop. ¢ t + ye geen! » | years, named manager tor pelinies 0 Tedford’s old post. Fay Reeder | j5¢ performance —-—— 
: will drop out o ne comno,i:,..’. Mahager | iznl yi ee 3 tho Sega pertorman ; } 
mgd Fo as a point of major Releasing Organization here. Office | Ves, ove! from advertising-ex Meanwhile, residents in Toronto 


operation mainiaining top admission 


has just been. opened, Kaliski com- 


| ploitation in 


San Francisco to take | 


suburbs are up in arms at new drive- 


Flexer’s Large-Scale 


| 
| 
“yee }ing back from Cleveland, where | Glass’ district. lin theatres contemplated and have | ° oy 
/ prices. : he’s a Ataetl  heeeae ited kind ee > oe ; : 77 
2 The move will add the 2.100 seats yi Baeey Fas — re ‘Cee taken their complaints to the civic Drive In Building 
4 ._T = ha 9 ‘ he IIn. \ . N art nea ol oopera- = . mae ition a3 de - ay urArrian | > 
{ of the rows rt oan 2 ol ner Up tive, and Harry Hendel. vet ex-| here. Frank Aydelotte, assistant at authorities. Residents are worried Memphis, May 6. 
2 fawn ¢ ine Vi ( tne ou : - . . ih On pe : -: , 9S tae Fs 4 ettine arties 1 TAS 
f pre gage cae total of 4.242 hibitor, bought the old PRC build- Maj« stic, named skipper of Wilshi e.,a00ur »P tting parties, but Jame Flexe Drive-In Theatres, Inc. 
Fairway to make a [otal ol ’| ing on Film Row ga ey rer Granada theatre at Brownwood,/| Brandon, general manager of Ca- ’ ' } 95 } 
larvest cpnacity for first-run da ng ¢ OW and will install} ee Dlg, 2 tat la a : ‘ . | plans o build 25 outdoor show- 
, ashel in ‘lanent vival 3 -_| Screen Guild-Film Classics office | OP@’ated by Phil Isley circuit, has} nadian Drive-In Theatres, Ltd.,| houses at a total approximate cost of 
date combo. Closest rival in size 18) tere shortly PC 1. been closed. Isley continues its} ‘ vhen his late ituati re. & San Seen veer oe 
; : , , , lere shortly. PRC took over old| A i stated that. when his latest situation | ¢5 - _w , _ 
Loew’s Midland, downtown house,| gy aa | Plaz: With reducti f ilitar ; $2,500,000. David Flexer, owner of 
a aeke coed RKO headquarters when latter] ‘#24: ith reduction Of military | is opened, there will be two police- : teed : om 
with 3.5 seats. ae ,| moved into its own building ; personnel at Camp Bowie led to clos- on ‘ae 1 30 ushers to break up an |two deluxe nabe theatres here and 

‘6 ‘anyrvne. f , > 1 no : Y . . 1e! . 5 > | hi ; : shy 

Late Gi ge ts Apley ar eae Jack Weltner resigned from RKO | !& of Granada. eng Pre 5 inisad io enti ti &: : jeight others in nearby towns, heads 
as the first film to play the Tower-| ooking department to ioin PRC in|, Remodeling of Rogue theatre at necking. Brandon also said that resi- | ine outfit. Al Avery, RKO branch 
Uptown-Fairway under the new set- Miesitnw dn ccad ; "| Matador completed. Als rs 1}/dents had been misinformed when | poet 

ptc a similar capacity, He replaces Jol Matador compieted, Aiso new sound |manager here since 1938 and as- 

rill plav the standard scale} -- =} a. epiace yvonn |. bite Baghir > Se aa 4 hev c lait { about a 9-foot board | aes . b . ‘ ¢ 
up. It will pla: : ar ‘© | Carroll and projection were installed. House jt ley complained about a ° ot boare isociated with distribution for 26 

wa 4 » ay 2 Le i : . . t - . y x . : St “ 
used here for first-runs. The Esquire Al Hostettler, formerly of man-| 8, operated by Mr. and Mrs. L. H.| fence that would be placed around |... resigned to become v.p 

. anal eu nliey th “Tha ‘ aa : laN- | aS | : . . | years, sign C -p. 
will start new policy w it The agerial staff of Strand. Aiteona. now | Dirickso | the drive-ins. Brandon claimed that paca a con “? at Wan Gee cin : 

lo syner “pis ep at he came - . ‘eS, 5 . F > ilan . . : —_ ara ‘ ° " ° Ccretié c zm. I -OmMm- 
Westerner. _SeEne. 85. | son... ; Managing Carnegie theatre equip- | ,. A. R. Milentz, Jr., continues opera- |plans called for a 30-inch picket |°~ : ai 
45-65 scale. Its capacity of 820 was! ment company in Johnstown | tion of American and Park theaters | fence and that the grounds would be |! oe 
never rated fully satisfactory for the Frank Laurets transferred his | at Liberty following recent death of | ;° nd penn ie G eager Local showman is known to have 
combo situation since too small for} Riali9o jin Daisvtov me in DD father. Young Milentz has as- | ‘@UGscapes as wae New York financing for drive-in 
its central downtown locatio l rd Cor : } sisted in the operation since his re- | Brandon has his permits from ths venture and to have two sites already 

> olic. vill mak he Esauh t n fron > . , Treasu Jepartmen he Jepari-|_. . . - am y 
new polic : will make the ? Esquire — j Sure sre the Army. | Preasury . A AFEMeENE, va on +3 | picked in major cities of mid-west. 
. ails > ‘ ray : av ae ie ’ ° - . . _ — ne Ee) wie - ‘ vs) IV 
— 208 . aa ond vie Prva aD Carolina Film Foundation Wied wage EP ae | -~ nt stag {igh vw to maar The t ef = | Expects to have from two to five 
ciuaineg merease rice ivy ma Charlotte N ™ j er Joms reiterr icture ensorship aha 1e@atre li- | ‘ . . } » 

<) — nari et a : al fresco houses operating by Labor 
otnel spec als. . H. F. Kincey president of Nort} Rie , Los Angeles | spection Board Dar all 25 | start f 1949 wre : 

; The gto pon bo of Fox; Caroling Theatres. Inc. clected ccna R. Wieder ny oe Sal hast | y* rin ‘mp ha Mar Bee nnie. Seb 
wouses has been in effect here since) chairman and nationa trustee of ie20 CITY manager ol “Ox est | . ‘ . 4 ,rounds Lil ye Dig ent 0 
late 1938. It has preved one of the) Carolinas Motion Picture Founda- | C0@8t and joined Preferred Theatres, | Thompson-Smith’s Ist 700-to-800 cars, with targe grass plot 
most successful in the comn 's tion at an organization meeting here, | Me. as g-m. of five Southern Cali- | , 2 °c st for kiddies to play if they tire of 
operation, which also includes - | Fifteen members of a local com- | fornia houses which are in process | Of 5 Jet sey Drive-Ins lcars and also rows of benches tor 
sequent-runs here and houses in, mittee were voted by 75 representa-|Of divorcement from pooling| Following opening of their Drive- ithe grownups who do likewise. Man- 
principal towns of Kansas, Missouri, , tives of the industry at the confer- | 27rangements with FWC. — lIn theatre on Route 29, Union, lagers will live on grounds in apart- 
i Illinois, Iowa and Nebraska. ence. A slate selected by a nomi- | Theatres are the Mission, Aztec|N J recently, J. J. Thompson | ett ee ad af 
nating a. A imtosee and Plaza in San Dieg he Palace|. ’ Bae ment which is included as part of 
otidiatiiats ating committee of D. B. Kizzah. | and aza in San Diego, the alace ; ’ . Mi g ‘ 
r peerage al 7 - |and W. W. Smith are currently | the fancy entrance in order to have 
‘o.-Neb. Allied Meet | representing Allied industries; Scott | 19 Lone Beach and the Nile in| | ivi : > such theatr al ee ee oe sch 
eo ng OP Lett, representing distributors. and | Bakersfield. readying four more such theatres On| supervision the year round. 

Two hundred members of the | H. H. Everett, of the exhibitors, was | ——- the New Jersey main highways. Flexer operates the Ritz and Pea- 
Iowa-Nebraska division of Allied In- | 24opted. : Humphries Philly Boothmen Sec Drive-Ins are now being built by |pody here, has been successful with 
dependent Theatre Owners opened a nate named for one-year terms Philadelphia. Thompson-Smith in Paramus, Par-| , policy of préstige imports includ- 

2 - were’ ’ “*harles = Y ‘h- ls a aq . . . _ . A = 2 e Neon M AP a oa ‘ 
two-day session here on Monday (5) tela 8) Ms = —— Charleston, 3 > C han le s Humphri¢ Ss appointed sec- | Sippany, Morristown and Trenton. ing “Brief Encounter” and “Henry 
to discuss legislation, tax problems.| , cate Ch ve s. urgaw, and H. H. | Ser lay ag of —_ ge hg SE Thompson, general manager and/y~ a: the Ritz. He also has three 
alow Sata Se ¥ « | &Verett, nariotte, representing ex- rojectionists, succeeding the late . ‘ocali ‘prises , a me ‘7 : " 
sales policies, percentage pictures,| pio. J H. Dillon, Roy Erwin. | Willis ree <n Rien “© | executor of the Cocalis Enterprises, |;peatres in Mississippi and five iu 

blic relations and film rentals rv. Sh. ’ 4b Win, illiam Friedman, who served in | y+; ‘ec , . ; "eg - : 
public relations and film rentals. Georue Se ae ie eed : which recently leased nine theatres | m,).,ecce ide JN | 

Maurice Wolf enresentine the | George Roscoe, of Charlotte. repre- | that capacity nearly 23 years : . Tennessee outside Memphis. 

Maurice oH, representin the } senting distributors; and Blake Gry Ram ‘- a ; i . to Donald Jaeocks’ Alden Theatre 
Motion Picture A@sn.. and Leon Bam-|/ 7. Ue Se 8, an ake Gry- Sam Diamond succeeded Fred : : * - 
berger, from RKO's NY. office. were | der of Charlotte, representing Al-| Sandy as PRC branch manager Corp., is planning to operate the 

i, i AN. é > weee aL . . e 


lied. 





: : . ; jas rive-In Near Philly 
among suest: at the meeting. First | Wilson Turner resigned as sales- | outdoor flickeries nine months dur- Fabian Drive-In Nea } 
day talks centered mainly on wavs Drastic M S fet Cod : man in the Harrisburg territory for | ing the year. Big thing in Drive-Ins Albany, May 6. 
of establishing better reiations with | rastlc Me, Ratety Code Killed Universal. now is the concessions’ take, which Construction was started on April 


distributors. 


on North 13th opened. 
Alterations have been 
at PRC - Eagle-Lion, 


completed | 
with Fred 


Philadelphia General Hospital last 
week was given two radios and two 
record changers by the Variety club. 





Albany Salesmen Organize 





-— alan.4 . Sins ' | “pi - in Person 
Albany. N. Y. sales and promotion setup. publicity chief at Macon. Ga. Hell é6 ee 

The first steps to organize an Al-| Arthur Jeffrey, E-L’s exploitation | Bile the post formerly held by Har- The Two Mrs. Carrolls INA RAY HUTTON 
bany lodge of the Coliseum of Mo-| manager, and Hal Danson, ad head.| yey Smith. : ‘ a ‘1 and Her Orchestra — 
tion Picture Salesmen of America | left over the weekend for Dallas to Gewinner has been in publicity, | Directed by Bet artes NY Ot ant 
were taken at a luncheon meeting in| join Youngstein in huddles on com-| radio and newspaper work at Macon geste a bag Hollinger LENNY KENT PHIL BRITO 
Keeler’s restaurant Saturday after-| pany’s Zanesville, O.. preem of “Re-| for more than ten years, having 2 WARNERS' BROADWAY WARNERS’ 
noon (3). A. M. Van Dyke. president peat Performance May 22. Prio | been on Macon newspapers and B’ 1 S$ HOLLYW AT 47TH STREET $ T R A 
of the Coliseum and 20th-Fox sales- | will troop to Hollyw ood, before the | news editor on station WMAZ. Thea- way at 5 a ooD 
man in Chicago, and N. A Proven-| preem, to co:clave with Sam Israel.| tre Company's theatres in Macon. 
sher, secretary, and. United aati ees top flack. under Lamar Swift, manager of ihe | ———— ssnesnveceneaemmemannanae 
salesman in Milwaukee, were th — | Macon district. Continuous "Devid 0. Selznick’ 
rincival speakers Duren’s Jacksonville Par Post = Doors Of avid 0. Selznick’s 
sis ih aaa | | i Ame Se ee Cornel WILDE+ Maureen O’'HARAY | 4oa mr 

—— | Al Duren, Paramount's Atlanta FS an ear 408 ‘ ” Lest Li 
Under-16 Tabu Sticks sales manager. will head the com- The film 1 a pte a The HOMESTRETCH Feeture 12:30 
Toronto. |pany’s new Jacksonville, Fla.. Cx-;, hey et] eo" was s ae ‘ ec to A 20th Century-Fox Picture in Technicolor 

Board of Education here turned; change when that branch office Victor. armani’ Saaaen Paper PLUS ON STAGE — HAZEL SCOTT + The BARRY'S 
dow) , . Si > ‘vial| opens June 1. Succeeding him inj Y?t and, amous yers 
Order oF Beenie ot she! British | Atianta will be Bill Holliday. sales- | construction and maintenance suiper-| _GARL RAVAZZA » WENHY YOUNGMAN * he 
Empire that the under-16 film ban be| man in Par’s Charlotte office. visor for Western Canada. Armand | 7th Ave. & st ee 


rescinded and that children of 14} 
years be permitted to attend cine- | 
mas unaccompanied by adults. Pres- | 
ent regulation is that no moviegoer 
under 16 can enter a theatre, except 


: - A ! 
special Saturday matinees, unless ac- British Columbia, but without re- Winner of Nine Academy Awards 
companied by an adult. Columbus’ Foreigner sults. 


Torodor Retires to Cal. _ 
Minneapolis 
The first sale of a de iuxe inde- | 


snail Columbus. Little hope is held out that Ar- 

SRO Opens Buff. Office | First film house here devoted ex-| mand may have survived. He was 

Bufralo | clusively to foreign films is : the on his way to Vancouver on a rau- 

Selznick Releasing Organization | World. in the Ohio State Universits tine flight since F-P recently opened 
1as Opened a branch office here with | campus section, which will open) a branch office there. He lived here 
William P. Rosenow, formerly of about May 15. Theater will have Sg ee ee / 3 
Paramount, as manager. 1323 seats. and will be air-condi- : 
deemaae ltioned. First attraction “Brief En- ASK RECEIVER FOR | —— RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL a! 


| counter.” 


Kansas City 
Proposal to set up a theatre safety 


Jerry Pickman No. ? Man at E-L 
Jerry Pickman upped by Eagle- 
Lion to No. 2 spot as asst ad-pub 


E-L's publicity manager, with Leo! 


Brody assisting. Post was made nec- 
essary. according to Max E. Young- 
stein, top flack, as a final step in 
overall expansion of the company’s 


Par is reopening the 
exchange after operating it as a 
shipping station since 1939. Prior to 





Jacksonville 


} just 


then it had a full-scale exchange in | 


the Florida town. 





Lebedoft Joins ITOSCA 


. nn Tt +4. \" , 
Sandy, branch manager, and Joe | qjrectoy pe Pk. | candy concessionaire. New manager, 
Minsky. district paneer now in the aay gaan oreenee cat Beri Stanley Lambert, took over duties 
per tite :, ees SN ““)man. who assumed his new duties} for house May 1. 
\ w offices. Monday (5), will also continue as | 


| 


Lester Krieger and J. Ellis Ship- 
man are convalescing after brief ill- 


Sam Krimstein, manager of Logan 
theatre for 14 years, resigned last 
week to join Irving Davis, theatre 


Gewinner Ga. Theatre Pub. Chief 
Atlanta. 

Holt Gewinner. Jr.. named public- 

ity director for the Georgia Theatre 

Co. He was formerly the company’s 





in some spots will gross around 


7 on a new $75,000 Drive-In of the 








j TR Re tind : % | regulatory code, which would have | nesses $1,000 a month, ; : fabian-Hellman chain of Albany, 
Philly Safesmen te eo a | required virtual overhaul of most| Special screening was held at the| 1" Providence, Smith is currently | 17. Y., on the outskirts of Philadel- 
4 pe nent FP ee of | theatves in Missouri, was killed at| WCAU auditorium of “Les Miser- | PTessing a legal suit against a Drive-| phia, according to Neil Hellman, 
.y ¢ > Paniz: ) | ; = 7 : . ; | é 3 c - s pA s . ‘ F : ; 
Philadelphia oy ‘Colosseum pe | a recent session in the state senate. | ables,” French film, prior to its In operator, E. M. Loew, for royal- | circuit general manager. 
Motion Picture Salesmen, will be | Proposed measure would have es-| opening at the Poplar. ties allegecly due him on patents. This is the first such theatre in 
formed here soon: following prelim | 2>u2he¢ regulations for widths of | ~—romee Smith claims that hundreds of! the Philadelphia area. 
meetings ss aisles, number of exits, fire preven- | Krimstein Quits Chi Logan 
es co Py SSR poe en tion and a number of other rules. | Chicago. 








Humphrey Barbara 
BOGART * STANWYCK 
Alexis SMITH 


in Warner Bros. Picture 








Jack Carson @ Robert Hutton 
Martha Vickers © Janis Paige 
in Warner Bros. Hit 


“LOVE AND LEARN” 

















was a passenger on the Trahs-Cana- | 
da Airlines plane which disappeared | 
before it was to land at the 
Vancouver municipa] airport. April 
27. Search varties have been scour- 
ing the rugged mountain country of 
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The Academy Award Picture! 
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pendent nabe here in many years | Los Angeles Charlotte. May 6. TIERNEY . TREVOR . SLEZAK 
transfers ownership of the 750-seat | Saul Lebedoff, former ee Suit was filed in Mecklenburg ‘ “THE EGG AND 1” i 
Ritz from Max Torodor to two rela-| exhib, was accepted to Theatre | Superior Court here asking that a y : A Universal-{nternational Picture : 
tives, Elmer Meyers and Sol Fischer, | ship of the Independent Theatre |~°r her eed any Monee He | 
at reported price of $135,000. Tovo-| Owners of Southern California and | receiv er be appointed for Carolina SPEETAGULAR STAGE PRESENTATION : 
dor started in Minneapolis 30 vears} Arizona. Lebedoft recently turned | Theatres, Inc., and Manor Theatres, m n | 
Vem ove) his Minnesota circuit to his Inc. of Charlotte. The application : ¢ 
eS son. Martin, and intends to acquiré|for the receivership was filed by : 
OUTDOOR Now Specializing a new theatre chain on the Coast. EM. Loew, Boston, Mass., theatre Four auaeeet o oamane 
REFRESHMENT WR h man; Philip Berler and others of Thurs., May 6 Welly t 
CONCESSIONAIRES Yui Refreshment Allard Upped by Interstate Charlotte. y Npwasp ¢. a. 
o from Coast to Coast Concessions for Dallas. They said the defendant firms are ~ . é 
\ over '/4 Cen : Jimmy Allard named pe saeneas operated by H. B. Meiselman of | > =e ae ms | 
| downtown Melba and Tower the-| Chariotte and have houses in Char-| oy oll i 
atres for Interstate circuit, succeed- lette ond Ashville. 1. C.. and Gielen. | ; 
ing John A. Alterman. Allard has bi C. »yN.U.,, | RED HOUSE’ ones H 
been manager of new Wilshire | bia, S. C. i 
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FCC 


Shoots the Works on Grants; 


Starts Ball Rolling on $5,000,000 


Construction, 1,000 New Radio Jobs 


Washington, May 6. 

Over $5,000,000 will be invested 
fn radio station construction and 
ever 1,000 new jobs in radio will 
become available as result of FCC’s 
record-breaking number of new sta- 
tion grants week. Commission, 
in a single week under 


forced draft to meet a May |! dead- 
line, churned out permits for 51 
néw standard broadcast stations and 
gave a green light for power boosts 
to an equal number of existing AM 
operators. In the same hectic week, 
Commission tabbed about 100 other 
standard broadcast bids for hearing, 
dished out proposed decisions in 10 
long-delayed contests for radio 
channels and issued final orders in 
eight other cases. Sale or assign- 
ments of license of nine other sta- 
tions won FCC approval in the same 
period. 

Reason for the welter of actions 
was FCC’s desire to meet its May 1 
deadline, by which time Commission 
had committed itself to process all 
the applications in its hands when 
its three-month freeze went into 
effect Feb. 8. 

Commission made the grade by 
acting on entire batch of 250 bids 
for fulltime and regional stations— 
requests which had been bogged 
down in FCC offices for as long as a 
year. These tough cases were nor- 
mally processed at the rate of five 
a month, which means that FCC 
handled 13 times as many of them, 


last 


working 


during the past three months 
would be reached in the normal 
run. 


Seme Daytimers Wait 


Commission did not, however, 
manage to clean its files of applica- 
tions for daytime-only and local- 
channel stations. It acted on less 
than 200 out of a total of 300 of 
these requests, but estimates it will 
take only a few weeks’ additional 
time to get these out of the way. 
FCC men were quick to point out 
that the freeze had been clamped 
on only to speed action on the tough 
eases and, therefore, had served its 
purpose. Commission met daily and 
held a special midnight session to 
cur:plete action on these dids. 


Although scores of hearings are 
in the offing, FCC is now almost 
up-to-date on bids for new standard 
stations. During the three-months’ 
freeze, only 32 bids for new sta- 
tions and 22 requests for improve- 
ments in present coverage reached 
FCC 


The figure of $5,245,000 worth of 
jivestment in new station construc- 
tion was arrived at by pegging the 


conservative estimate of an average | 


$25,000 10 build a new local station, 
75,000 as a mean figure for a new 
re ional station, and $35,000 for hik- 
ing the power and making other 
ecvipment changes in existing sta- 
tiers. Commission handed out 31 
p*° “wits for new regional stations 
“coywhere from 500 watts to 10kw, 
with most in the upper brackets) 
and 14 for local watters. At 
the same time, 41 stations already 
©. -the-air were given power boosts 
and four others got no hikes in 
power but were pcrmitited to op- 
erate during the nighttime hours as 
we'l as daytime. 
’'so conservative 


new 


was 


tht each new stztion would require 
total 
job opportunities for over 1,000 ra- 


an average 20 employees to 


dio-savvy men and women. 


WILKEY MADE ACTING 
MGR. OF WCCO, MPLS 


Minneapolis, May 6. 


Howerd S. Meighan 


estimate | 


vice-presi- 
dent of CBS in charge of company- 





vr 


The Freeze Is Off 


Washington, May 6. 

FCC, by a three-to-one vote, 
ended its three--month freeze on 
filing of applications for new 
standard broadcast stations last 
Thursday (1). .Split vote grew 
out of fact that Commission had 
acted on all of tough, time-con- 
suming bids in its offices but 
was still 100 applications short 
of processing al] requests in its 
hands on Feb. 8. Since Com- 
mission had promised to clean 
its decks entirely by May 1, 
Commissioners E. K. Jett and 
Clifford Durr wanted to extend 
the freeze. On the premise that 
the freeze had been put into ef- 
fect primarily to speed action 
on the tough cases, a majority 
of FCC’ers (Commissioners 
Charles R. Denny, Jr.; Ray 
Wakefield and Rosel Hyde) 
voted to lift it. 

Meanwhile, FCC faces a court 
test on the legality of the freeze 
itself. WERC, Erie, Pa. may 
appeal an FCC action last week 
giving former ABC vice-prexy 
Keith Kiggins and Oklahoma 
publisher Donald Reynolds use 
of the 1330kc slot for a new 
regional station in Erie. 
WERC's bid for the same slot, 
filed after the Feb. 8 deadline, 
was dismissed last week. 








= CBS Clears Decks 


For $3,000,000 In 
Campbell Deals 


The decks have been cleared for 
the two new half-hour cross-the- 
board Campbell Soup shows on CBS, 
which add up to a $3,000,000 wind- 
'fall for the network. Couple that 
| with the new sale of Arthur God- 
|frey three times a -ek to Chester- 
| field, putting an additional $750,000 
| into the CBS billings coffers, and it 
explains those happy faces among 
the 20th floor brass around the net- 
work, 

To clear the time for the 7:30-8 
Campbell segments, CBS has -suc- 
ceeded in reshuffling other clients’ 





shows, with “American Melody 
Hour” moving into Wednesday at 
8 and “Mr. Keen’ moving into 


Thursday 8:30. “FBI In Peace and 
War” occupied the latter segment, 
but it moves into Saturday evening 
time. 

Campbell will put a musical show 
into 7:30-7:45, starting June 30 (it 
wants Perry Como but will prob- 
ably decide on Bob Crosby) and 
Bob Trout will move into 





|the-board showcasing, Campbell! has 
| bought “Double or Nothing.” It 
| also tees off last week in June. 


| Palsy Walsy Philly 





Philadelphia, May 6. 


The spirit of brotherly 


WCAU on its 25th anniversary. 


of the local CBS outlet started Sun- 
day (4) and each 
Philly’s stations schedules a special 
program “salute” to WCAU. 

This is the third time in 
month 
has cropped up. 
25th anni 


recent 


7:45-8. | 
|For the afternoon half-hour cross- | 


love 
| which has pervaded Philly's Radio 
Row lately continues to show itself 
this week when every ouilet salutes 


The silver anniversary celebration 


day another of 


that the palsy-walsy feeling 
First it was KYW's 
Then came WIP—Pruilly’s 








| THREE-TIME AWARD WINNER! 


LUCILLE HASTINGS 


For the third successive year, Lucille 
Hastings has won the annual honor 
award in the field of radio news 
preparation given by the National 
Federation of Press Women... an- 
other reason why KLZ is tops in 


AFL's 4006 Air 
Splurge to Fight 
Anti-Labor Bill 


The American Federation of 
Labor, throwing its weight against 
the Hartley-Taft Bill, has moved into 
big radio programming with an un- 
precedented series of air shows cost- 
ing about $400,000. All the talent 
unions identified with the AFL are 
lending their support to fight the 
legislation with Ed Byron, head of 
the Radio Directors Guild, as the 
overall producer of the radio shows 
and Morris Novik as radio director 
of the campaign. 

In addition to using the soap 
opera technique via its ABC net- 
oe show which teed off Monday 











(7) (new serial will be slotted in 
every four days), there will be a 
series of half-hour Thursday night 
ABC shows, with the final one an 
hour show. emanating from the 
Coast, with N. Y. and Washington 
pickups. There will also be a Tues- 
night talk show on ABC, and a 
transcribed repeat of the Thursday 
ABC entertainment package via 
| Mutual on Sunday afternoon. 

Originally the AFL committee had 
planned a Friday night talk show On 
Mutual, but when WOR (N. Y.), the 
Mutual flagship station, turned down 
the program on the basis that it 
wanted an entertainment package, 
the AFL nixed the deal, turned it 
over to ABC and arranged for the 
recorded repeat on Mutual. 

Tomorrow night's (Thurs.) teeoff 

of the major programming splurge 
will feature Henry Morgan, Georgia 
Gibbs, Milton Berle, the DeMarco 
Sisters, and Ray Block's orchestra, 
‘with a dramatic sketch insert 
| scripted by Arthur Miller. There 
| will be weekly cut-ins to Washing- 
,ton for the “commercial” to com- 
| bat anti-labor legislation. 
Other nighttime shows will origi- 
|nite from the Coast, with top ialent 
| being lined up, including producers 
and directors. 

AFL is also spending considerable 
|coin on spots, to be slanted region- 
ally, with top industrialists, artists 
| and politicos lined up for them. 
|Heading up the Hollywood produc- 
tion unit is George Zacharay. 





TEX & JINX AS SUB 
FOR ‘DUFFY’ ON NBC 


final inking is imminent on a deal 
for Tex McCrary and Jinx Falken- 
berg to stand in this summer for 
“Duffy's Tavern” on NBC. Couple, 
who've done a breakfast-table show 
for the net’s flagship, WNBC (N.Y.), 
for nearly a year, would make their 
web debut July 2 if the 


: ionee ‘oice low s 'CAU pact is 
ovned stations, yesterday (5) an- ~~ a Now it's WCAU sealed 
: = WFIL is also 25 years old but thus | > 
nounced appointment of Gene Wil- far has not vet marked th * Sponsor, Bristol-Myers, already 
kev. WCCO program directo) al sn : et markea the occasion sponsors the McCrary “? ve if 
. , since “oh with anything but a party for one ap earaiae ee 
a ig manager of WCCO, succeed- : : ‘ - Sunds \ight 
, of its salesmen. Hal Si in wh nour Sunday night television show 
ing A. E. Joscelyn, general man- Pagerrece : —— ae a WNBT ‘NBC. N.Y i 
yn, } Nao tarted with at ae _. | Via } ‘NBC, N.Y.). Format of 
WW goal : . = larted with the station on the dav , 
acer, who resigned, effective April 30. : ~ | their s me} ; anza w ikely 
neta it first went om the air their summer net stanza will likely 
wiikey, in ine past, Nas acted as be MB ‘ resemble their WNBC airer, with 
= — _ during the absence of | ceiebs regularly guesting. 
oscelyn,” Meighan said “Wilkey | ‘ -..9 Us ’ 
: ° s .) ° 2 Se aD 
will serve as acting manager until Mysteries Vice Flash R . : — 9 
a : jn > , ‘ 
such time as a permanent general “Abbott Mysteries” will replace eprieve for Exploring 
manager is appointed.” “Quick As A Flash” on Mutual be- Mutual won't lose sponsor bank- 
Wilkey, 29, is a native of Chat- | ginning Sunday, June 8, at 5:30 p.m., rolling of “Exploring the Unknown” 
tanooga, having started his radio | for 13 weeks. Helbros Watch is spon- until fall, and possibly even then 
carcer there in 1937. in 1944 he sor, with William Weintraub the Revere Cooper & Brass. w hich was 
came to WCCO as production man- | ogency. ', going to drop the tab June 8, has 


ager and in 1945 was named program 


director. 





“Abbott” w: 
for “Flash” last summer. 


; similar replacement , now 


decided to stay on through the 
jsummer, 


Talent Is 


to dream of limiting talent to 
most of all to our own. 





shop. 


Court Benton, Ray Darby, Morri 


It is to be hoped that talk o 


Markle, and so on. The number is unimportant. 
times as large it would still be artically irrelevant where the 
talent used on radio programs originated. Surely the various 
Guilds, with their pretentions to liberalism, must set their faces 
against a petty and provincial point of view. 


ee) 


Never Local 


Show business knows as a familiar fact that talent is always 
global in origin. In the circus the roster of acts is recruited 
from Germany, France, Spain, England, Australia and Ching, 
Hollywood knows well British actors, Hungarian playwrights, 
French directors, Irish comedians, and so on. The concert ang 
music worlds have the same experience... It would be sheer idiocy 


citizens of any one nation, and 


These comments become appropriate in the light of a narrow. 
minded and chauvinistic line of loose talk heard around Colbee’s 
and other congregating points in Manhattan radio apropos the 
large number of Canadian actors, writers and others recently 
employed on programs produced by CBS. This is more of the 
same kind of talk that was heard, then in a whisper, when qij- 
rector John Burrell and conductor Herbert Menges of the Old 
Vic Co., did two musical shows last June on the Columbia Work. 


The so-called “Canadian invasion” may consist of perhaps 19 
persons all told. Such talents as Patricia Joudry, Grace Mathews, 


Ss Surdin, Hedley Ronnie, Fletcher 
If it were 10 


All talent should be judged and welcomed as talent, neither 
favored nor penalized because of nationality. Any other policy 
invites recrimination and bitterness, is foolish and, to use a 
much-abused and soiled word, un-American. 


f this nature gets stepped on by 


radio’s more enlightened members. 





‘Studio One’ Open 
CBS Shrugs Off 


OLD VIC PAIR TO N. Y. 








For Visit; MCA Canvasses Field 


Jehn Burrell, director of the Old 
Vic Co. of London, is due in New 
York around May 11 and will re- 
main some weeks. Herbert Menges, 
Old Vic musical conductor, is ex- 
pected to be with him. 





|One” series, with Burrell to direct 
; his own adaptation. CBS reported 


| the subject matter as outside the in- , 


terests of “Studio One.” 

Burrell and Menges were identi- 
fied with last June’s “Richard III” 
(adapted by James Hart) and “Peer 
Gynt” (adapted by Charles S. Mon- 
roe), as enacted by the Laurence 
Olivier-Ralph Richardson repertory 
company for Coiumbia 


acted as co-director. 


Sinatra Back On 
‘Hit Parade’ Stand 


Frank Sinatra, being dropped by 
| Glc Gold at the end of the current 
| Season, returns to his former (1944- 
45) Lucky Strike “Hit Parade” spot 
|in thé. fall, replacing Andy Russell. 
Deal has been worked out by Foote, 
| Cone & Belding, agency on the ac- 
count, after a closer examination of 
the CBS-Sinatra contract disclosed 
that it expires this fall. With “Hit 
Parade” now over on NBC, question 
was raised at CBS whether it would 
okay the Voice doing a show on an 
opposition network as long as a 
' contract existed. 
| In addition to Sinatra, a perma- 
nent femme singer will also be spot- 
ted, with F-C-B age: currently 
gandering the market. Russel] Stays 
on for “Parade” through the sum- 
mer, then exits in September to 
make way for Sinatra. 

It was on “Parade” that 
got his major comeuppance. 








Sinatra 


WHDH Hits the Big Time 


Boston, May 6. 
WHDH. Herald-Traveler Station, 
upped to 50,000 watts by FCC author- 
jization this week, making four in 
New England with this wattage 
Others in the Hub are WBZ-WBZA 
and WLAW (transmitter 11 
from downtown area with 

in Boston and Lawrence). 
WHDH's transmitter mov ing out to 
Sudbury, 10 miles inland. and work 
uncer way immediately with 
ihopes for a fall or winter opening. 


miles 
studios 


gate 
LELS 


John Burrell, Herbert Menges Due | 


Workshop, | 
on which Richard Sanville of CBS} 


to Freelancers; 
‘Canadian Invasion 


+ CBS’ new full-hour’§§ dramatic 
series, “Studio One,” which went on 
the air April 29, stirred consider- 
able talk among actors and writers 
| during its incubation period, when 
|the impression developed that the 
|series was “closed” to freelancers, 
This report was promptly denied by 
Robert J. Landry, of CBS, who acts 
| as supervisor of the series, and who 
| Stated that while “Studio One” may 
|Or may not eventually develop a 





MCA has been offering the services | UCleus stock company of actors, no 
of Burrell and Menges as a director- | selections have yet been made and 
conductor team. One 90-minute ver- | director Fletcher Markle and castin 
sion of “Pilgrim’s Progress” as done director Marjorie Morrow are stil 
on the BBC was submitted to CBS 
| for the latter’s new full hour “Studio 


canvassing the field. 

Landry characterized as “ridicu- 
| lous” actor talk around Manhattan 
that “Studio One” was influenced by 
a clique of actors who shut out 
| others. “I suppose publicity about 
the possibility of our having a reper- 
tory group started that idea,” said 
| the CBS exec. 

On the matter of scripts for the 
full-hour program, Landry explains 
that these will be written about one- 
haif by Fletcher Markle and about 
one-half by freelancers outside the 
CBS shop. Stage plays and novels 
will be the chief sources of mate- 
rial, hut if any originals come along 
they might be bought. 

CBS also shrugs off another trade 
line of gab that there has been a 
“Canadian invasion” at the network. 
| Markle was brought down from 
Toronto to be director of the series, 
and he collaborated on the adapta- 
tion of the first broadcast, Malcolm 
Lowry’s novel, “Under the Volcane,” 
with another Canadian, Gerald 
Noxon, while one of the leads was 
played by Hedley Renniec, also from 
| Toronto. On top of CBS’ recent ac- 
tion in importing the writer-com- 
poser team of Ray Darby and 
Morris Surdin to do “Once Upon A 
Tune” the idea of CBS swarming 
with “good neighbor” apparently 
crew up. 

CBS view seems to be that the 
whole “Canadian invasion” idea is 
nonsensical and unworthy of digni- 
fying. Further, network's view 
seems to be that quality of enter- 
taiament and talent, not its 
ality or source, is what the web /s 
interested in 


Spencer Bows Out of JWT 
To Join Up With SSB&C 





iwone- 


Abbott K. Spencer, one § the 
J. Walter Thompson radio dept. 
vets, checked out of the agency last 
week to rejoin his ex-colleague, 
Bob Colwell, at the Sullivan, 


Stauffer, Bayles & Colwell] agency. 
Colwell, too, was a JWT vet of 17 
years before joining in partnersIP 
in the new agency about a year 
ago 

JWT “oldtimers” last 
around to presenting Colwe!! at 4 
cocktail party with a bound volume 
of the “most unforgettable charec- 


week got 


ter weve ever met 
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Public Relations and Good Taste 


Columbus, May 6. 
The 17th Institute for Education by Radio wasn’t an hour old be- 
fore it touched off what was probably the most embarrassing and 
talked-about incident of the entire four-day Columbus meet. It had 
to do with the appearance of Bob Richards, newly-appointed public re- 
lations director of the NAB, on a symposium panel on “What Should 
Be the Criteria for Broadcasiing in the Public Interest, Convenience 


and Necessity”? It was the opening general session-of the Institute, 


’™ 
, 4 





designed not only to set the keynote of the meet, but provide some of 
the most stimulating pro-and-con debate of the year, as it’s done in 
the past. Sharing the rostrum with Richards was Commissioner Clif- 
ford J. Durr, Edwerd R. Murrow, veepee and Director of Public Affairs 
for CBS, and Charles Siverson, program director of WHAM, Rochester, 
N. Y. 

Perhaps it was only natural that all ears were cocked to a Richards- 
Durr “get together.” For years the “FCC’s Great Dissenter”’ had been 
the target of attacks from Richards during his career as a newspaper- 
man in the trade. It was anything but a secret to those in attendance 
that there was no love lost between the two. But here was Richards 
popping up in a new role and on his first major assignment since he 
took over the NAB post a few weeks back. What he would say and 


how he would say it was of major importance, for if ever the industry 
needed good, solid public relations at the educator Institute, it was 
this year, when the network-station men representation in Columbus 


was probably at its lowest ebb. And Richards was, in effect, the NAB’s 
answer to years of criticism from various quarters that the Assn. was 
brushing off its public relations and failing to do a job of selling the 
industry to the people. 

What transpired at that kickoff general session left a bad taste in 
most mouths; brought Murrow, as a key industry spokesman at the In- 
stitute, to the defense of Durr, and occasioned one of the top industry 
execs who was present to remark that it left him with no alternative 
but to recommend to Justin Miller, prexy of the NAB, that Richards 
having put the Assn. in an embarrassing light and definitely on the 
spot, be withdrawn from further similar junkets. 

Richards’ reference to Durr as being a “sly” individual was the first 
of a succession of cracks that was regarded as entirely off-base; a 
crack that brought Murrow to his feet in challenge of such a refer- 
ence, which was later withdrawn by Richards himself. 

It seemed to be Richards’ night for apologizing. When, later on, 
he protested that good public servants on the FCC shouldn't stray 
away from their home base in Washington beeause of the loaded FCC 
dockets, Irwin Johnson, director of Public Service for WBNS, Colum- 
bus, chairman of the symposium, suggested to Durr that he might not 
want to bother answering this one. However, Durr retorted that, in 
his opinion, it was the function of good “public servants” not only to 
stay on the job in. Washington but to get out to the people, tell them 
what the Commission is doing and learn from them what the Com- 
mission should do. This, aiso, provoked an apology from Richards, 
who added as an addenda that what the Commission really needed was 
two Durrs—but no more. 

Somewhere along the line Richards let loose with the crack that 
he was aware that the Institute participants didn’t like him and didn't 
like the NAB. One network exec later commented: “If that’s public 
relations—ihat’s all, brother!” 


Columbus Discovers America Still 


Evasive on Accents, Dialects 
ot minis «0° KFT NBC Stay Wedded 


The question of minority groups 
in radio was tossed around by an 
Ohio State Radio Institute panel Hollywood, May 6. 
KFI will continue to be NBC's 
| Los Angeles outlet. Talk of the net 











Saturday (3) night, with particular 
emphasis on Negro employment in| Gopping its longtime affiliate in 

















QUO IN 0-HI- 


Galdston ‘Booking’ Upsets Kid Panel 
As Typical Radio ‘Tearer-Downer’: 





By GEORGE ROSEN 
Columbus, May 6. | 
General impression of partic-' 
ipants in the Ohio State 17th In- 
|} stitute for Education by Radio at 





| 


Columbus was that it resolved it- 
self into a “Here-we-go-again” con- | 
clave, that the agenda was for the| 
most part: riddled with “old hat’ | 
overtones that lacked any yd 
tional quality and left many a dele- 
} 
| 
' 


|}gate departing in wonderment why 


he came in the first place 
Certainly there were no sparks set | 
off by the “commercial radio vs 


ieducator broadcasters” round-robin 


|of controversial debate which in past 
ivyears gave a stimulus to Institute 


powwows and corridor discussion, 
and if the educators pretty much | 
had their own way and say about | 
radio in 1947, it was because the net- 
works and the stations this year | 
chose to more or less remain aloof | 
from the Institute. 

Only at one point were there signs | 
of a revival of the old-fashioned 
slam-bang slugfests between the op- 
posing factions when, at a panel on | 
“Radio and Higher Education” as the 
Institute went into its third day, | 
Lyman Bryson, Counselor on Pub- 
lic Affairs for CBS, charged that | 
the educators were falling down on 
the job in radio; that the networks | 
were beating them at their own} 
game; that there was a deplorable 
lack of professional standards, and 
that unless they pulled up their} 
professional socks they were in | 
danger of duplicating their AM mis- | 
takes in the field of FM. Bryson, in| 
turn, wag accused at one point of | 
having “sold out” to commercial 
radio and becoming an apologist for | 
it. 





Net Reps Shun Meet 

As was expected, only a mere 
handful of network representatives 
showed up this year, their attitude | 
being “let’s not boycott it, but let’s 
not overemphasize it.” That it wasn’t 
completely boycotted was evidenced, 
for example, in the appearance and 
participation of the trio of CBS 
execs, Edward R. Murrow, Lyman 
Bryson and Robert Hudson, and the 
active role again played by Mutual’s 
president, Ed Kobak (the only net- 
work prexy to put in an appear- 
ance). But there was unmistakable 
evidence that the Ohio Institute, in 
the eyes of the networks, and the 


Thriller Programs Get the Needle 





+ Columbus, May 6 

P Something of a minor rebellion 
High-Priced Straw \ aneel up among some of the panel 
Maurice Chevalier’s asking |members following last Saturday's 
price for a guest shot is $7,500 | (3) Children’s Programs symposium 
In these days of deflated radio j at the Ohio State Institute. Because 
prices, with even Al Jolson of the current controversy over kid 
(who’s a sure guaranty for a 5.0 | programming. the session, one of the 


Hooper increase) only com-_ |most provocative of the entire meet, 

manding $5.000, agencies figure | was given solo spotlighting in the 

that’s a lot of coin. afternoon before a packed ballroom, 
Thus far Chevalier’s done only with part of it aired via Mutual 





one air shot since his return to Chief criticism among the panel 
this country dissenters—and many in the audi- 
__————mumeumms Clic W over the composition of 





_—————— — ~ as 
the p inel particularly the “booking” 
Chih of Dr. Iago Galdston, .executive di- 
@ aineé ;rector of the Medical Information 
>] Bureau, New York Academy of 

Medicine 


* 
e| Whenever Dr. Galdston talks about 
SO 0 ay ime; radio he’s pretty vehement. To him 


ithe radio offers children—whom he 


9 |refers to as “little savages”—noth- 

|ing but “pap and pabulum.” and he 

Godfrey ~ ONG invariably can spark any meeting, 
as he did this one, by tossing off 

such glib cracks as: “Radio is ob- 
jectionable, shallow, vulgar, stereo- 
typed and contributes nothing to the 
education of children.” “The view 
that radio serials are likely to cor- 

(Continued on page 48) 
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The cigaret companies’ invasion 











station men, had lost much of its one- 
time significance and prestige. 

That there was justification for 
the virtual 
so-called “practical broadcasters” 
was open to doubt by many in at- 


| tendance, including even those from 


the non-educators ranks. Whatever 
the faults of the Institute, and it 
was conceded that there were many 
including the fact it was overgrown, 
that panels were overloaded, that 
sessions never led to any definite 
course of action (resolutions are 
barred)—the fact remains, it was 
reasoned, that the industry needs the 
Columbus Institute as much as the 
Institute needs the industry. 

If, as some contend, Dr, I. Keith 
Tyler, its chief major domo from 
its conception, remains a victim of 
“campus politics’ in the conduct of 
the Institute; if, as others argue, the 
game evils exist in the slotting of 
a half-dozen important panel dis- 
cussions in opposition to one another, 
thus nullifying the impact of all of 
them (as was particularly demon- 
strated last Saturday night when 
practically every juicy item went on 
the boards at 8 p.m.), the fact re- 


constructive nature to warrant giv- 
ing it the brushoff. 
Whatever the reasoning, Ohio 
State is still Nc. 1 on the Institute 
Circuit; the work study groups, the 
panel discussions, the general meet- 
ings, the get-together of radio 
people from all parts of the country 
who are interested in elevating 





It’s considered likely that what- | 
lever the Guild gets will become the | ponents argue, can still be made to 


standards of broadcasting, the pro- 


brushoff from the'| 


mains that there is too much of a| 

















of the daytime radio picture, follow- 
ing the realization that as yet the 
daytime femme market has been 
untapped, has moved into the big- 
time expansion era. 
With Philip Morris sponsoring 
“Heart's Desire’ on Mutual and . 
Lucky Strike eyeing a quarter- 
hour cross-the-board segment on Dinah Off Ford “ 
CBS, Chesterfield and Camel are the ? 
latest to sign contracts for daytime 
shows. 6 ’ 
Deal is set for Chesterfield to uys Ina, S 
bankroll the Arthur Godfrey cross- 
the-board CBS morning shows three ® 
times a week, half-hour a day. That 
would mark the first time that a cig- Symph and Ingrid 
gie sponsor has tapped the morn- 
ing market. Ford Motor Co. finally served no- 
With Godfrey now in the daytime-| tice on the J. Walter Thompson 
nighttime commercial sweepstakes | agency last week that it was drop- 
(Lipton Tea has bought his Tuesday | ping the Dinah Shore Wednesday 
night “Talent Scout Show”), his an- | night CBS show after the June 13 
nual earnings have _ reportedly | broadcast. On the following week, 
spiraled into the $600,000 figure. Ford will put the network sustainer, 
Camel cigarets, via Wm. Esty|“My Friend Irma” into the Wed, 
agency, has bought a quarter-hour | 9-30-19 period as a summer replace- 
segment of the new Paul Whiteman} ment. Whether or not it continues 
disk jockey show on ABC, starting | through the fall will depend on the 
June 30. Previously General Elec- | interim buildup the show achieves, 
tric signed for 15 minutes of the|In its few weeks on the air “Irma” 
cross-the-board daily marathon.|has been recognized as one of the 
ABC is also eyeing Armour and/sock new comedy entrants. Last 
Procter & Gamble as prospective | night (Tues.) an unexpected hitch 
Whiteman bankrollers. Kreml asked developed in the “Irma” deal. with 
| for 15 minutes but was turned down | its official status reported in- doubt, 
| because it wanted a 13-week deal. Meanwhile, the Ford outfit is talk- 
ing about latching on to sponsorship 
of the NBC Symphony next fall. 
Last sponsor of the Sunday after- 
Coas fen noon symph was a rival auto oute- 
fit, General Motors. 
“— Ford, via JWT, has on tap one 
T of the most unusual programming 
WIice eX ason deals in years, which, if it jells, 
would mean alternating the NBC 
Uncertainty as to Edgar Bergen’s | S¥Y™phony with an hour dramatie 
return next season to his Sunday | P™°8am starring Ingrid Bergman. 
night NBC berth under Standard It’s just a question of whether the 
Brands’ auspices was cleared last vee brass, which has frozen the 
week. Bergen will not only be unday time for the longhair pro- 
back, but it'll be under circum- aang will permit the alternate pro- 
stances that will permit for a con- gram idea. 
siderable hike in his weekly Hoo- “ 
perating, due to a Coast repeat. | K Ba P&G 
That means Bergen will be heard | _— ker in 
twice on the Coast, at 5 p.m. (cor- Ma , de: Sho 
responding with the 8 p.m. time nor Fa * New W 
show is heard in the east) and at ° 
8 _ Pacific time. when the show Gives Acct. to Compton 
will get a transcribed repeat. lo tt 
| Deal is similar to that worked out | wage heer son ae Gtamor Manor* 
ifor Jack Benny, with the tran- hey sides noonday show on 
| scribed show requiring individual h dg hy — for a fadeout June 30, 
| deals with stations because of NBC's |W'CD 1 will be replaced by “Wels 
ban on recorded programs. In the | [0\." Trave oo show orig- 
case of Benny the two Coast shows | ™#ting from Chicago. Format of 
frequently means a 5.0 spiraling of |"® Program is built around inter- 
the Hooper. views with travelers passing through 
the windy city. Emcee will be Tun- 
ney Bartlett, w.k. Chi gabber. 
Kaye Waxes BBC Show Switch in shows also involves a 
wis switch in agency control, with 
Hollywood, May 6. Compton taking over from Benton 
Danny Kaye is transcribing @|& Bowles. Two agencies split the 
special one-hour show for BBC, fol- | commission on the Procter & Gam- 
lowing his being voted the “world’s | ble account. “Travelers” is set for 
funniest comedian” by BBC listen- jonly 13 weeks, but will be extended 





radio and the perpetuation of stere- | favor of another station is definitely 
otypes by accents and dialect on the ie for pot agg re ms 
i : i. wen | onversations between e w 
carat ae : ape cam 7 — ‘ond indie KMPC are said to have 
general feeling of the audience that | cooled when no agreement could be 
the question of whether accents and reached on extent of the net's con- 
dialects should be barred from the | trol over the station. 
air went begging for a direct answer, 
with the panel participants inclined ° ’ ° 
to be evasive in definitely commit- Writers i 
ting themselves. 

Generai attitude toward the Negro | , 
in radio was that, while there has Looms Unlike 
been progress within the past decade 
in breakin i Ss, and ; F 
particularly yg Aap See pao year, | It's virtually certain now that 
nevertheless “the job to be done is there won't be any strike between 
still as big as circling the globe.” \the networks and the writers. Thus 
Gen. C. T. Lanham, Chief, Informa- | far there have been seven meetings 
tion and Education Section, War |in which the four networks and the 
Dept., panel member, revealed that | Radio Writers Guild participated, 
the chief script writer on the shows | With another coming up tomorrow 
being sent overseas was a Negro. (Thurs.) and a definite note of op- 

Such other questions as “Do radio timism has — — to 
programs on intergroup relations do |S, "Caf Guat formulas, 16 be 
more ha YA “ -e : r 
ona The igh aoe ype aor ing kept under wraps, with — 
came up for di i but for the sides agreeing not to make any of- 
most jan it aus i dieen Gpwcight ficial statement until it’s been fully 

rorked out. 

rather tha i ent, | Wor 

Howard ee af 9 The Guild will presumably be 
tute for De ate 3 ion pod recognized by the networks as the 
sided, with cena on nesid Ben official bargaining agent for free- 
Lanham includi yy Cott of | lance writers. It is not known 
WNEW 'N a — m4 Staff | whether the ad agencies or the 
Adviser to p+ Seema _—— Pw sponsors will lend their endorsement 
mittee Child St oe aoe, lto the networks, but the nets are 
ica; Harold Pranktin + atom Di- | negotiating for themselves alone. 
rector, Institute for Democratic Ac- | 
tion; Robert B. Hudson, CBS Direc- 
tor of Education; Robert K. Richards, 
NAB Director of Public Relations, 
ail Walter Ridley, of West Virginia 
College. 


‘pattern for negotiations throughout |add up to an industry “must” if 
ithe trade generally. _ | given proper support—and if Tyler 
Negotiation teams representing |some day gets around to remedying 


| (Continued on page 50) its apparent flaws. 


i ers. 


The disk will be a combination 
interview and variety show, 





into the fall if its showing is good. 
Word is that “Manor” is definitely 
out. 
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Carlos Franco & Co.’s Albany Grant 
May KO WOKO Bids, Alter Picture 


Washington, May 6. * 
Potential bidders for the radio slot 
to be vacated (at FCC’s request) by 
WOKO, Albany, next August 31, 


may be scared off as result of FCC’s Radio writer Frank Dahm is con- 
granting two new fulltime regional | 


fined to his home in Yonkers, N. Y., 
outlets in the town last week. Value | under doctor’s orders. He suffered a 
of WOKO’s channel may be cut by | slight thrombosis attack some weeks 





Vet Scriptwriter Dahm 
Under Medico’s Care 





the added competition, it was be- | ago but is reported on the mend. 

lieved, and new grants may result Dahm has been a radio writer 
n wholesole shuffling of network | some 20 years, being one of the first 

contracts later on. on the staff at WGN, Chicago, way 
One new grant went to the Cham- | back — He’s the father of seven 

plain Valley Broadcasting Co., whose | childre 

t ‘incipals are Stephen Rintoul, for- | 

ner licensee of WSRR, Stamford; 

Carlos Franco, chief timebuyer for 


Young & Rubicam; and Trell Yocum, 
hairman of the board of Ridgeway, 
Ferry & Yocum ad agency. This | 
formidable combo will operate with | 
10 kw, fulltime and may put up a| 
strong fight for WOKO’s network | 
contract. | 
Second grant was picked up by 
the Hudson Valley Broadcasting Co., | 


whose officers are local business, ad- | 


lappy Chandler's 


Bluegrass Okay; 
FCC Unloads 50 


vertising and _ professional men. Washington, May 6. 

This station will operate with Several biggies in fields outside | 
5 kw power daytime and 1 kw night radio were given a chance to try | 
on the desirable 590 ke slot their hands as station owners last 


Meanwhile, Commission is ex- | week as FCC unloaded over 50 new | 


pected to act shortly on uncontested | grants for standard broadcast 
z2pplication of the Patroon Broad- outlets. 

casting Co. for a third new fulltime, Baseball czar A. B. “Happy” 
regional operation in Albany. This | Chandler, for one, will have his 


xroup is masterminded by Leonard | first flier in radio as result of FCC 
Asch, licensee of pioneer FM station grant to the Bluegrass Broadcasting 
WBCA, Schenectady and local Al- | Co. for a new station in Versailles, 
bany businessmen, Patroon seeks the | Ky, Ex-Senator, ex-Governor 
1540 ke with 10 kw power, Chandler is president of the new 


Radio Eds On 









| 
| 





D’ARTEGA (?) 


Yes. dear readers, the distinguished 


gentleman looking out through the 
silver beaver is D’Artega 
Hollywood workover! 

‘he talented composer-conductor | 
| turned actor to portray Tschaikow- 
sky, as guest conductor of the New 
York Philharmonic Symphony Or- 
chestra, in the Boris Morros motion 
| picture production, “Carnegie Hall.’ 


LANG-WORTH, INC., NEW YORK | 








Receiving End 
In Ohio Panel 





A spokesman for the Van Curler Kentucky station which will oper- 
Broadcasting Corp., which has been | ate with 1 kw power on the 590 kc | 
vying for the WOKO channel for | channel. 
over a year, said his company was| Dr. Charles Mayo and wife, Alice, | 
standing pat despite the added com- | directors of the Mayo Clinic, were 
petition in the town. It was gener- | successful in winning FCC approval 
ally believed that form of WOKO’s | for a new station (1 kw, 970 ke). in 
latest bid for another chance will | Rochester, Minn. Other Mayo clinic 














be unacceptable to FCC. officers are associated with them in 
oe application, It is their first fling 

|in radio. 
A ( Conference | In Louisville, GOP National Com- | 
e e | mitteewoman Mrs. J. E. Meservey is | 
| president and controlling stockhold- | 

er in a new company which won a 
Van ward Due franchise for a 1 kw, daytime sta- | 

pg | tion. And in El] Paso, Texas, theatre | 

owner H. J. Griffith won his first | 

Atlantic City, May 6. radio station license. 

Delegates to the World Telecom-| Bulk of other new grants went to 
munications Conference from Ar-j|those formerly in radio biz or af- 
gentina, Australia, India, Czecho- | filiated with newspaper interests. 
slovakia and Uruguay are expected | ; — 
to arrive next Sunday (11) with the F-C-B Ex Ex 
complete delegations from the 64 Ss ec pansion 
participating countries to pour in| Establishment of the post of exec- 
during the week for sessions which | utive vice-president was announced 
pen Thursday, May 15. | yesterday (Tues.) by Foote, Cone & 

Skeleton staffs have been’ arriving | Belding, with the election of three 
in small groups all week and the job | officers of that agency to the new 
of getting the meeting rooms ready |rank. They are: William E. Berch- 
for the initial sessions is jelling. | told, executive veepee in oharge of 
About 1,000 representatives and | New York operations; J. Hugh Davis, 
secretariat are expected to be on executive veepee in charge of Chi- 
hand for the opening sessions and|¢@80 operations, and William J. 
will remain in the resort for the | Pringle, exec veepee in charge of 
three months or more the confer- | Los Angeles. 
ence is in session. | “The creation of this new level of | 

Actually the conference consists jexecutive responsibility has beer | 
of three large-scale meetings, deal- | made advisable by the expansion of 
ing with different phases of clectri- | OUF business—now double what it | 
cal communications, but all are a era typ ae ry wd E F 
closely associated that the laws gov- ows i coe 7 Sen Beldi oote, 
erning one may affect other means ‘elie ee a 
of communication. Two of the con- 7s 
ferences will be held simultaneously. § CBS f 506 

The Radio conference, which will ues or 
open the proceedings, will continue Los Angeles, May 6. 
until July 15. The Plenipotentiary Roger Kay, radio writer, filed suit 
conference will convene July 1 and | for $50,000 against CBS, charging the 
the Broadcasting conference will | ¢twork used his program idea, “in- 
open at the conclusion of the Radio | trigue,” without paying him “a rea- 
confertnce. sonable sum,” as agreed upon, 

At the conclusion of the meetings, 
regulations and communication laws 
; 
1S 
+ 
! 
here. 
urday, with many delegates making 


affecting virtually everyone in the 
world in some way will have been 
enacted. The conference was orig- 
inally scheduled for Rome in 1942, 
but was postponed because of war. 





ABC Slums Series To 
Speak Out in Favor 


gates in attendance. 


| banter, 


! Panel 


it was said in | 








and others sneaking off to the nearest radio. 
prising again this year for the NAM. 


Columbus, May 6. 

Four radio editors, three press 
agents and two programming execs 
got together here to discuss the sub- 
ject “Radio Editors’ Responsibility 
to Broadcasting” at the annual Ohio 
State Institute, and if any clear-cut 
decision came out of the Cross- 
it was this—not all radio 
editors are endowed with sagacity 
and know-how technique. News- 


hand to “pick ‘em apart.” 


Thou shalt not attend cocktail 


some day. 
Thou shalt stay off the air for 





. | 
after a 








paper publiskers also came in for 
a few wallops for their refusal to 
| give radio a fair shake of the dice. 
included Bob Stephan, 

| Cleveland Plain Dealer; Bill 
|of Louisville Courier-Journal; Jerry 
| Franken, of Billboard, with the 
flacks’ perspective dished out by Jo 
| Ranson, of WHN, N. Y.; Dick Pack, 
| of WOR, N. Y.; Earle Ferris, prexy 
lof National Assn. of Public Rela- | 
tions Counsels, 
| (Continued on page 


| BBC Governor Takes oy 
Britain Over Coals On 
Int'l Broadcasting Setup 


Columbus, May 6. 

| One of the highlights of the four- 
day Ohio State Institute came Sun- 
day night when visiting BBC gov- 
| ernor Barbara Ward attacked the 
present setup of international broad- 
| casting, by both British and Ameri- 
cans, as attempts to impose their 


of 
Ladd, 


50) 











| national points of view on the rest | added. 


| of the world. 


She advocated more cooperative | present 


|exchanges of broadcasts between 
|and among nations, and said the 
| BBC’s problem was to “sugar-coat” 
| the educational pill it was trying fo 
| sell its people at home, while the 
American system’s problem was to 
| “get more of the educational pill into 
| the sugar.” 


9494444444444 4444464- 


Columbus Production Centers 


44444444. 


Wauhillau LaHay prominently in evidence among the agency contingent 
.As was the case last year, it was strictly “Derby Day” 


here Sat- 
the four-hour auto trip to Louisville 
.“Johnny” Johnstone .re- 
Unusual ‘number of foreign dele- 


Of Public Housing 


Columbus, May 6. 

Robert Saudek, ABC Director of 
Public Affairs Programs, disclosed 
here an upcoming series on the net- 
work built around the serious slums 
situation in the U. S. It'll be done in 
two half-hour shows, which will be 
slotted back-to-back on the web 
May 20. 

Unusual aspect of the series is that 
ABC network will take its own stand 
on advocacy of public housing, with 
“no holds barred” on the series in 


.In contrast to the war years and those hard-to-get 
hotel rooms, which usually resulted in flocks of delegates sitting it out in 


| the lobby for hours until the next checkout, all rooms at the Deshler- 


Wallick, hdqs. of the Institute, were in readiness this year....Top laugh 
of the Institute was restricted to those who penetrated the Mutual suite, 
where Ed Kobak, Mutual prexy ‘the only network president in attend- 
ance) posted his list of Do’s and Dont'’s for MBS delegates... . Dorothy 
Lewis, pf the NAB, for years bracketed with the “musts” at Ohio State. 
conspicuously absent this year, having been rushed to the hospital in 
New York for an emergency operation. 

Ted Cott brought out his new batch of tolerance spots and they scored 
one of the top hits of the confab....It's now seven First Awards at Ohio 
State for Mitchell Grayson, who copped another tiis year for his “One 
World Or None”,...FCC Commissioner Clifford J. Durr really did the 
bicycle routine, probably “catching” more panel-discussion periods than 





éepicting the seriousness of the situ- 
ation. 





any other individual in attendance. This year he didn’t “solo” it but wa 
accompanied by his colleague, Comm. Roy Wakefield. 


| 


| 
| 


and station _ 








cophancy of radio artists. 
Thou shalt not look askance 
membering always that the meek 
herit the air, 
Thou shalt not make columnar 
to the exclusion of all others. 
Thou shalt strive daily 
on the air 


Session on “The Radio Editor's Responsibility to Broadcasting” 
the Ohio State Institute brought forth the following 10 Commandments 
by Jo Ranson, of WHN, N. Y., one of the panel of radio's publicists on 


too much of the grape lest thou become lustful and covetous. 
Thou shalt not grouse when two or 

champagne buckets for Christmas. 
Thou shalt not berate the lowly pressagent for thee might be one 


Thou shalt not be turned into a vain 


at 


10 Commandments for Radio Eds — 


Columbus, May 6, 


at 


Thou shalt listen to the radio by day and by night. 


soirees but if thou must, taste pot 


more stations send identical] 


thy province is the printed page 
and pompous fool by the 


SVe« 
the lowly indenendent station. re. 
and the humble shall some day in. 

favorites and write only about them 
to correct evils and indignities perpetrated 


Thou shalt va ae thine own column 








Ohio State Awards Hit High Level: 


Better Type Net 





No Flair Up 


Columbus, May 6. 

While the Ohio State Institute 
for Education by Radio is pri- 
marily in the serious groove, de- 
signed to elevate standards of 
educational-public service pro- 
gramming, nevertheless it was 
the feeling of many delegates 
that the Institute could have 
taken a leaf from the CCNY 
Conference in New York by in- 
jecting an element of showman- 
ship in the proceedings, 

For example, it’s the feeling 
that the cut-and-dried panei 
discussions should be supple- 
mented by participation of 
talent, such as this year's 
CCNY-Henry Morgan highlight, 
particularly since those in the 
production end of radio are to- 
day conscious of all the ramifi- 
cations of radio. Likewise many 
recommended a departure in the 
outmoded “format” by introduc- 
ing assorted showmanship tech- 
niques. 








Cite Need For 


Talent Workshop 


Columbus, May 6. 
The need for pooling of all the 
creative talent being incubated by 


the various universities and colleges | 


in the country and setting up a sys- 
tem for an exchange of ideas and 
giving practical radio experience to | 
college workshop students was cited | 
at a panel on “Radio Production” 
at the Ohio Institute on Sundaw (4). 

Ed Kobak, Mutual prexy, disclosed 
that Mutual was already blueprint- 
ing such a plan which, he said, 
would probably bear fruition by the 
fall. It was already being tried on 
some of the network stations, he 


It was pointed out that under the 
competitive system those 
seeking an entry into radio through 
the radio courses in the universities 
didn’t stand a chance, that with the 
present need for new creative talent, 
particularly in the writing field, 
some method must be found to chan- 
nel potential talent into professiona! 
radio. 

Edward R. Murrow, CBS veepee, 
and Robert Saudek, ABC’s Director 
of Public Affairs, two of the indus- 
try’s top leaders in giving documen- 
taries a stature in radio, and Mit- | 
cheil Grayson, freelance producer, | 
spearheaded the session. 


LEVENSON TO HEAL HEAD ASSN. 
OF EDUCATION BY RADIO 


Columbus, May 6. 

William B. Levenson, director of 
the Board of Education of WBOE. 
Cleveland, was elected president of 
the Assn. of Education by Radio at 
the annual meeting in connection 
with the Ohio State Institute. 

Franklin Dunham was named first 


veepee. He's chief of radio of the. 


U. S. Office of Education. Thomas D. 


Richworth, director of Radio House | 
was elected | 


of the Univ. of Texas, 
2d v.p. Secretary is Mrs. Gertrude 
ye radio education specialist, 
U. Office of Education. Treasurer 


is Giciene Jennings, director of the 
| Chicago Radio Council. 


Shows Are Favored 


¢ Columbus, May 6 
This year’s list of awar: for the 
hades Amemcan Exhibition of Edu. 
cational Radio Programs were gen- 
|erally accepted as the best thus far 
| made by the Ohio State Institute, In 
| virtually all cases, the ards and 
| citations reflected an awareness of 
| the supevior-type programming by 


anizations 


i 
| networks, stations and ors 
interest. A 


operating in the public 


jnumber of the awards were repeats 
{from last year. 
Awards follow: 


Religious Programs 
First Award: “The Eternal Light.” 
NBC program planned and produced 
by the Jewish Theological Seminary, 
Honorable Mention: Salt Lake City 
Tabernacle Choir, planned and pro- 
| duced by CBS; “The Catholic Hour,” 
NBC Sunday program put on by the 
| National Council of Catholic Men; 
‘The Way of the Spirit,” produced by 


‘the C anadian Broadcasting Corp. 


Agricultural 
| First Award: “Columbia's Coun try 
Journal,” produced by CBS. 


Honorable Mention: 
Gate,” 


“The 
produced by CBS. 
Cultural 
First Award: “Theatre Guild of the 
Air,” ABC Sunday night show. spon- 
sored by U.S. Steel and produced by 
Theatre Guild. 
NBC Symphony Orchestra. 
Honorable Mention: “Stage °47,” 
| produced by Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp.; “Author Meets the Critic,” 
produced by Mutual network; the 
(Continued on peas 63) 


Labor Slighted 
On Local Level, 


Institute Hears 


Columbus. May 6. 

If labor isn’t getting a fair shake 
on the air, the blame rests squarely 
'on the local station, said consultant 
| Morris Novik at the Radio Institute 
here Sunday (4)—and there was no 
| comeback, 

Novik, whose clients include the 
AFL, pinned the responsibility on 
the local level by citing statistics 
j that liberal commentators were not 
| getting time while conservative 
| Speakers were being heard widely. 

His comments followed general 
discussion on the floor of a general 
session devoted to “Radio and Labor” 
| which heard three of the four net- 
| veattia belabored by labor spokesmen 
as “unfair,” 

James Carey, secretary-treasurer 
of the CIO, threw a bouquet to the 
ABC network for its labor coverage 
and policies, but that was his only 
kind word during a bitter two and 
one-half hour session. 
| Carey tangled with radio in g@?- 
eral and specifically with a net presi- 
‘dent, a station educational director 
and an NAM representative. 

Carey said the “dismissal of 
‘progressive’ radio commentators 
was perhaps the most ominous of ell 
the sins committed by the radio in- 
dustry.” 

After naming names of both liberal 


Garden 








|) and conservative commentators, Mu- 
tual’s prexy, Ed Kobak, got in the 
fray and defended his record. Allen 


United Auto Workers-ClO 
(Continued on page 50) 


Saylor, 
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CBS 
presents the first postwar audit of 
RADIO OWNERSHIP 
AND TOTAL 
LISTENING 











In 1946. the first full year of radio set manufacture for civilian use since the end of 


the war, U.S. radio manufacturers set an all-time production record. 


What happened to these new sets? 

How many new radio homes resulted? 

What is the eflect on total radio listening? 

What are the latest facts on multiple set homes? 

How much higher is total listening in multiple set homes? 


How many sets are now—today— actually in use? 


In short, what are the true dimensions of radio today? CBS set out to get the answers — 


early in 1947. Here they are—the results of the largest, most up-to-date survey of 


radio since the war—new facts of tremendous importance to all advertisers. 
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1 Total U.S. radio homes today 
+} —35,900,000—an all-time peak 





35,900,000 U.S. 
homes now have radio sets in use...an increase of 1,902,000 
over the 33,998,000 reported by BMB as.of January 1, 1946. 


In all, the study reveals, America’s radio families own and 


The first finding of the new survey is that 


operate a total of 53,500,000 receivers —exclusive of auto- 


mobile radios. 


9 Today, 93% of all U.S. homes 


|= | have radios in use 





The CBS survey counted only sets actually in operation as of the 
first two months of 1947, found that 93 out of every 100 families 
have radios in use. Accordingly, Columbia believes, this figure 
is a highly realistic estimate of the total number of families being 
reached by radio today. 

How radio families have grown since the 1940 census is 


shown in this chart: 
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2 Multiple set homes — now 1 in 3 


| | —show 89% increase 





The number of secondary sets people have bought provides one 
of the most striking evidences of the public’s intense appetite 
for radio. The new CBS survey shows that today, 9,600,000 
U.S. families own two sets; 2,400,000 own three, and 950,000 
own four or more. (One Tennessee family visited by the inter- 
viewers had a total of 13 sets in operation — four in automobiles 
and nine in the home.) Today, in fact, J in every 3 U.S. families 


TT 


owns more than one radio...an increase of 89% in multiple get 
homes since the last comparable survey, three years ago, The 


figures: 





“tem 
MULTIPLE SET HOMES | 


OCR — 1944* CBS — 1947 


% of allhomes owning 2 radios . . ». « 14% . . 25% 


% of allhomes owning 3 or moreradios . 4% . , 9% 


Total multiple set homes 18% 34% 











*4n area-sample survey reported by the Office of Civilian Requirements (WPB) 


A further indication of the public’s appetite for radio—and one 
which highlights the companionship which millions of listeners 
seek and find in radio—comes from analysis of the location of 
radios in the home. Interviewers found that, while the usual 
setting for the family radio is the living room, more and more 
sets—particularly in multiple set homes—are being installed 
in such important rooms in the family’s daily life as bedroonis 


and the kitchen. The figures: 





LOCATION OF NEW SETS IN THE HOME 


Location of set All sets Sets bought in 1946 only 
Rp GSM cc «+ 6 eo cs BB it cst ew we aS 
ON «-¢ «<6 % « « Be come e « OM 
ee «0 -@. @- bow eee, Sos acetal eo OO 
TEM. cs gnce ect es Ot Ct tle aS 


AG « «sé 


° . ° 5% . . 7 . - . 5% 














A 1 in every 5 families bought 


| ~ | a new radio in 1946 





The new CBS study shows that 20.5% of all U.S. families bought 
one or more new radios in 1946, Clearly, the extent of these 
purchases in a single year is extraordinary testimony of the 


< o - " ° 
American people’s eagerness to buy new radios, better radios, 
and more radios. 


5 Total home sets bought 
(“| in 1946: 8,500,000 





A good part of the sets manufavtured in 1946 supplied the 
normal inventories of dealers, but 8,500,000 —well over half 
the total production —found their way into U.S. homes before 
the year was out. (An interesting corroboration of this figure 
comes from analysis of the Radio Manufacturers’ Association 
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3% 





data on radios sold last year. Excise tax figures reported by the 
RMA indicate a sale of 8,600,150 home radios in 1946 —about 
1% higher than the finding of the CBS survey.) 

And, as was always true before the war, radio purchases 
cut across all economic and geographic lines in rolling up the 
huge total for 1946. Distribution of set purchases by prosperous, 
average and poor families showed a remarkably even pattern 
—as did distribution of set purchases among families in rural, 


rural non-farm and urban areas. The figures: 





RADIO SET PURCHASES IN 1946 


“/o of all families in each group 


Prosperous Average Poor 


Bought | or more radios in 1946 . . . 23% .. . 20%... 19% 





Rural 
Urban non-farm Farm 


Bought | or more radios inl946.... 19% ... 22%... 23% 











Distribution of set ownership today (including sets bought in 
1946) is shown below: 





ECONOMIC DISTRIBUTION 


*/. of all families in each economic level 












































98% 97% 
OWN RADIOS OWN RADIOS 
86% 
OWN RADIOS 
54% 
OWN 2 OR MORE 
35% 
OWN 2 OR MORE 
16% 
OWN 2 OR MORE 
PROSPEROUS AVERAGE POOR 


GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION 


*/. of all families in each type of community 












































95% 93% 
OWN RADIOS 
39% 
OWN 2 OR MORE oe 
20% 
OWN 2 OR MORE = 
URBAN RURAL NON - FARM RURAL FARM 











6 Total public outlay for new 
' radios in 1946: $330,000,000 


This expenditure, huge as it is, represents only part of the value 
the public at large placed on radio in 1946. It does not include 
the cost of repairing the sets that had been out of working order, 
or the normal electric power costs of operating the nation’s 
radios (the latter item alone usually runs well in excess of 
200,000,000 a year). 


7 Total radio listening up 
_° | 4,600,000 hours per day 


to an all-time peak 


To supplement the quantitative data unearthed by the set owner- 
ship survey, CBS asked A. C. Nielsen to undertake a special 
study of his Radio Index data on listening. The resulting figures, 
applied to the new CBS findings, provide a relatively new con- 
cept in radio listening measurement—total family hours of 
listening per day. They spell out some of the “hidden values” 
in present day total radio ownership. 

In total listening hours per day, 1946 was ahead of 1945 
—the year with the highest previous listening—by 4,600,000 


hours. The figures: 





TOTAL FAMILY HOURS OF LISTENING 
PER DAY 


Jon. | Hours 

eee ae kB OR ee wee ee 120,300,000 
a a ee ee ae a ee 
Ln ee ee ee a ee ee 
1947 . 2 0 © © © © ow wt hw ht he hs 6f ~«=6(1S0,800,000 











All figures in this table are based on Nielsen Radio Index 
listening data. Radio family figures used in the calculations (as 
of Jan. 1 each year) are from NAB for 1944 and 1945, from 
BMB for 1946, and from the new CBS survey for 1947, 





THE CBS 1947 RADIO OWNERSHIP SURVEY 
—~WHO MADE IT—HOW IT WAS MADE 


The survey was made by the Market Research Company of America in January and early February, 


19147. The sample was set up on an area basis according te new procedures developed by the L nited 
Siates Bureau of the Census 

Ihe purpose of area sampling is to give highly precise estimates by permitting interviewers ne 
choice in the selection of respondents. Household- Zrc selected by a random procedure and the inter 
viewer must call back where necessary to insure representation of the designated households. The 
sample areas in which the interviewing is done are also selected by a random precedure. Over 5,000 
households were visited in 200 sample communities and rural areas. 

Phe Bureau of the Census developed and now uses this advanced research method. Its 
advantage is to eliminate sampling inaccuracies in surveys in which precise numerical meas- 
urements are desired. The CBS study is believed to be the first in which the area method has 


been employed on a large scale by a commercial organization. 
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What these new facts 
about radio mean to all 


advertisers and agencies: 


a 


. Radio Ownership is at an all-time high 


nN 


. Multiple Set Ownership is at an all-time high 


3. Total Radio Listening is at an all-time high 














To long-established radio sibiceiinies: these facts demonstrate anew the solid basis on 
which their tse of radio for promoting goods and services rests today. 

To new business enterprises faced with the problems of promoting mass sales, 
these facts reveal (perhaps for the first time) the striking opportunity which radio offers 
for reaching and influencing people. 

To all elements of the business community. these facts affirm that radio advertis- 
ing today is a better investment, in terms of sales-per-dollar opportunbies, than at any 


time in its history 


The pe ae oe Broadcasting System 
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Way the Wind Blows 


Hooper's average 


ratings and average share-of-audience ff 


igures for 
the four networks for January and February of this vear. as compared 
with the same two months last year (with share-of-aude figures <} own 
in parentheses): 
EVENINGS 
Jan. 46 Ji +7 FY 46 Feb. “4 
ABC v.cccceeseee 6.9 9.0 6.5 8.2 
(17.4) 2 4) 17.5) 20.6) 
CBS 11.2 12.0 11.1 1] 
47.1) 31.4) 0) 30) ) 
MBS ... a 4.5 9 ] 3 
12.1) (12.9) (12.8) 19.0) 
NBC 15.5 15.1 15.8 155 
41.0) (38.3) (42.2) 39.2) 
DAYTIMES 
BR i cccessace | Se 4.4 45 4.9 
(25.9) (24.2) 24.3) (25.4) 
eee 48 5.0 5.4 5.8 
(27.6) (29.3) 29.6 (29.6) 
a ee re . 3.2 3.2 3.6 3.2 
(16.6) (335.7) (18.2) (14.9) 
NG «05 viens tae? BS 9.9 ) 6.2 
(33.2) (31.6) (30.7) (31.3) 
te - tite — : 








100 ‘Hip-Pocket’ FM Stallers Get 
The FCC Once-Over on Extensions 


Washington, 
is reviewing the progress of 
100 FM _ permittees 


FCC 


approximately 


who have gotten extensjons of their | 


eight-months’ construction 
but are still not 


permits 
ready to go on the 


air. it was learned today. Action is 
in response to resolution recently 
adopted by the FM Association to 
elbow “hip-pocket FM _ permittees” 
who appear to be stalling. 

According to FCC men, most of 
the slowpokes are standard broad- 


have a much 
independent FM’ers 
in getting on the air. Commission 
may release a warning that further 
exiensions will not be in order 
Meanwhile, despite the warning 
that it is getting tough on FM 
double-talk, FCC last week extended 
a pre-war franchise held by Bremer 
Broadcasting Corp. (WAAT), New- 
ark, N. J. for another six months. 
WAAT's FM permit expired March 
31, though the station waited until 
April 14 to ask for an extension. 
Commissioner Ray C. Wakefield 
voted to deny WAAT a = second 
chance on the legal ground that 
there are at least another dozen 
competitors for FM in the New York 
City area, Under the Supreme 
Court’s decision in the Ashbacker 
FCC must hold hearings on all 
mutually-exclusive bids for an AM, 
FM, or television channel. Wake- 
field argued that since WAAT’s FM 


casters who normally 
easier job than 


case, 


permit had expired, its bid should 
be treated as a new application in 
competition with WLIB, Amalga- 


mated Broadcasting System 
etc., in the Manhattan area. 

At the same time, FCC announced 
it had postponed until May 1 dead- 
line for rejected FM bidders in New 
York to file briefs in opposition. As 
it stands 


(CIO), 


now, near winners in the 
FM race, including WLIB, Amalga- 
mated, etc.. are readying briefs in 


anticipation of a 
before FCC, Commission must hand 
down final decision on New York 
FM before July 1, when four more 
channels will become available. 


lively argument 


IBEW PLANS NEW WAGE 
CALLS ON INDIES, NETS 


Hollywood, May 6 


Notification of new wage demands } 


to be made 
Stations 


were received in indie 
from the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
Inion seeks to reoper existing two- 


year agreement, signed last year, in 
Which broadcasters agreed to wage 
hegotiations alone if cost of living 
Warranted. 

At same time IBEW notified CBS 
and Mutual of expiration of exist- 


ing net 


contracts and asked date be 

Set for negotiation of a completely’ 

new ticket for two nets. May 1 

Marked first year of indie contract 

June 1 marks conclusion of exisftng 
net ticket, 

Louisville—Permit has been issued 


by FCC to 


. Louisville Broadcasting 
Corp. f 


Or operation of 1 k.w. station 
for daytime airing on 1570 kilo- 
CY Ci¢ Incorporators are J. E 
Messervy, C. A. Robinette and Grant 

Wrathall, Capitalization listed at 
$40,000, 


+ ? 


May 6. 





Luden’s Changes Mind 


Hollywood, May 6 
Cancellation of Hoagy Carmichael’s 
time on CBS has been rescinded and 
the singer-composer continues 
through summer for Luden’s. 


Sponsor had pulled out of time in 


an attempt to land better spot next 
fall, but was warned by network 
that quarter-hour availabilities next 


season would not be plentiful. 


Only a Few Kicks, So 
FCC Bypassing Oral 
Argument on FM Plan 


May 6. 


received 


Washington, 
With only 
on FCC's 


two protests 
proposed new nationwide 
alloca FM, Commission 
may cancel out plans for oral argu- 
ment on the proposal, skedded here 
for Thursday and Friday (8-9). 
Only kicks to -the new plan are 
from WINC-FM, Winchester, Va.., 
and three FM bidders in Baltimore-— 
Hearst Radio. Inc., The Tower Realty 
Co. and Radio-Television of Balti- 
more. WINC-FM wants assurance 
from the Government that no other 
FM station will be put on its chan- 
nel within a 400-mile radius. The 
three Baltimore applicants claim the 
new pian nips off a channel there 
and want FCC to spot the No. 260 
FM there. This put FCC on the 
eriddle since WINX, Washington, 
just asked for a switch to this 


assignment here, 


tion plan for 


slot 
has 


Florence Pritchett Gets 
WOR Job; Also New Name 


Florence Pritchett gets the femme 
WOR (N.Y.), but not 
own name. 

3-3:30 p.m. 
through - Friday — spot 
(Thur.) under the new 

of “Barbara Wells.” 


vabber job at 


under her 
over the 

tomorrow 
house name 


moves up to the late Bessie Beatty's 
10: 45-11 a.m. segment. 


Miss Pritchett has given up her 
seat on Mutual's “Leave It to the 
Girls” panel and just finished a 


Dorothy Kilgallen 
“Dorothy & Dick” show 
She's a former fashion and beauty 
ed of the N. Y. Journal-American 
and once did publicity for David O 


vacation fillin for 


on wi R's 


= -y » 
Selznick films. 


WHOM, WBBR Get Boosts 


Washington, May 6 
FCC last week approved power 
boosts for two indies In greatel New 


York City. Generoso Pope's foreign- 
language watter. WHOM, got a 
ne iit} v boost to 5 k for botn day 
and nighttime operation, which pul 
tin t eague of li ia! bro 

! a 
casting. 

The Jehovans Witnesses stati 
WBBR. Brooklyn, also \ hypoec 


io 5 kw on a share-time Dass 


} WEVD and WHAZ. 


_---- 
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lore ) ple ive ef el 4 
T ) «af it) t ¢ 
A 1 tne 1eTW k 
tnereby 1} ABC lar ; 
pe 304 > 
Yaverage rating g: ¢ 
€ ne ield. CBS an Vout re 
wing some moderate eve ig 
gains, but NBC is losing ground. 
In the daytime programming 
race, the increased number of sets 


| . 
| gains for 
i only 


She takes | 
Monday - 


Martha Deane, | 
who formerly occupied this period, | 


| waves, 


In use 18 reflected In average ratin 
ABC, CBS and NBC. with 
Mutual showing a 
xe 


loss of 


listener ground. 


and 33.5 for the two months this 
year 
Lion’s Share of Credit 
If more people were listening be- 
cause more interesting and diversi- 


fied fare was being offered on the air- 
it’s clear that ABC gets the 
are of credit. At little ex- 
the other nets, ABC's mul- 
ramming innovations of the 


lion's st 
pense to 
tiple 
past 
salesmanship, 
nificant jumps 
evening ratings 
share-of-audience. 
ing table.) 

In January, while ABC's evening 
rating level climbed to 9.0. as ag 
6.5 last year. CBS and Mutual racked 
up gains of less than a full point and 
NBC's average slipped off from 15.5 
to 15.1. ABC's share of audience 
grew from 17.4 to 22.4. whereas 
NBC's slipped off from 41.0 to 38.3. 
CBS’ and Mutual’s gains were frac- 
tional. In February all! these trends 
continued. 

The daytime figures are something 


prog 
season, coupled with 
paid off 
both in 
and in 


(See 


sharp 
with sig- 
average 
evening 
accompany- 


ainst 


These trends are disclosed in aj| 
Study just completed bi G E 
Hoope comp g average set n- 

( € rs f I< ] 
nd Feb lary of tl vear against 
those for the same two peak-listen- 
ing months in 1946 

Furthermore, a look at continuing 
tabulations reveals these trends were 
still under way through March and 
— with some seasonal deelines 
| setting in but with ABC dropping 
fade than the other three webs 
| Average daytime sets-in-use 
Climbed from 17.0 for January °46 
and 18.0 for February ‘46 to 18.7 and 
19.4, respectively, for these two 
months this year. Evening increases 
were from 32.9 and 32.4 for Janu-! 
ary and February last year to 34.1 


BC'S LEAD IN AUDIENCE DERBY 








State Dept.’s Shortwave Broadcasts 


Chief Victim of Taber Raid in House 


Radio 


Goes to Dogs 


| 
Vi< 


Di al Na et vyvesterda; »)’ Tor 
Lassie to head up her ov 
quarter-hour show for Red I 
Dog Food. 

Starting June 8 on ABC, 
Metro's trained pooch will bark 
way through 


stories, 


series of dog 


with her trainer, Rudd Wather- 
wax, as narrator. Frank Ferrin, 
vho produces, leaves tomorrow 
(Wed.) for Chicago to iron out 
the program details with Hen 
Hurst & McDonald agency 


Hooper Hikes 








C. E. Hooper hiked his rates 100‘, 
to the four major networks and from 
50‘o to 100% for the larger adver- 
tising agencies last week with the 
explanation that his costs have 
jumped so steeply that his books 
went into the red $2.000 for April. 

Increases, effective July 1, are from 
$750 to $1,500 monthly for CBS and 
NBC: from $600 to $1,200 for ABC 
and Mutual: from $200 to $300 month- 
ly for agencies placing three or four 


sponsored network shows; from $200 
to $400 for agencies placing five al 
more such shows, subject to a ceil- 
ing rate of $1,200 instead of $1,000 
monthly. Rate hikes will boost 
Hoopet's yearly bill to the webs alone 


from an aggregate of $32,400 to $64,- 
800. 

In a candid 
nouncing the boosts, Hooper 
that “when all the fuss was 
following suspension of CAB and his 
inheritance of most of its subscribers 
last year, “we netted no more than 
a 4% increase in revenue.” 
Some of the operating, 


letter to clients an- 
reported 


over” 


company 
costs of 


| Hooper claimed, rose aS much as 
650% 

“The $4,000.000 of your money 
which we have handled since 1938,” 
he declared, “has yielded us only 
$191,000 in net profit: $101,000 of it 
went into taxes, $63,000 of it went 
for furniture and equipment. And 


else, except that here again NBC 
showed a slight loss of ground in 
share ‘tof audience while gaining 


slightly in average ratings. ABC and 


CBS picked up fractionally in Feb- 


ruary, while Mutual's share and 
rating both fell off. 

Hooper's chartings of the four net- 
works’ ratings and share of 


ence levels show that the uptrend by 


audi- | 
| the 


| ABC dates back to the start of the 
/°46-'47 season and has been con-! 
stant since then. 


we should point out that no owner 
officer or employee of C. E. Hooper, 
Inc., gets as high a salary and or 
bonus as, for example, do two of the 
officers of BMB.” 

Simultaneously, Hooper announced 
that three cities are being added to 
33 presently polled for Network 


Hooperatings. Added localities are 
Jacksonville. Syracuse and Omaha. 
effective last 


Thursday 


(1). 


NAB's 2d Dist. Hands BMB a Close — 
Call: Endorsement Squeezes By, 8-/ 


Broadcast Measurement Bureau, 
which is seeking endorsement of its 
first nationwide radio audience study 
and a go-ahead for its second survey 
at NAB regional conclaves around 
the country, experienced its closest 
squeak yesterday (Tues.) afternoon 
in a closing resolutions session of 
the NAB's Second District con, 
tion in New York. 


commending BMB for 


en- 


Resolution 


its “untiring work” and contribution 
to the standardization of stations 
overage got approval by a narrow 
8-to-7 vote. The measure recom- 


mended “careful study” of data thus 
far issued and expressed hope that 
“additional techniques will be de- 
veloped” in BMB’s future operations. 
Broadcasters opposing the measure 
said they preferred jo reserve judge- 
ent ¢ BMB because the felt its 
te nique and findings to date are 
nitair te sO r tations 
In other resolutior the Second 
District ‘embracing New York and 
Ne Jersey went on record as on 
po g e 4A proposed 2‘. cash 


time sales; urged 


' Hayes, WCBS, N. Y 


port of Broadcast Music, Inc., as a 
“competitive factor’ in the music 
field: urged establishment of uni- 
form time across the country; called 
for correction of “unconstitutional 
principles set forth in the May- 
flower Decision’; favored bringing 
employer-employe policies down to 
the local level, and endorsed NAB 
and its various departments 
Resolutions were submitted by a 
committee composed of Arthur Hull 
chairman: 


Elliott Stewart, WIBX: Si Golden. 
WJTN: Jack Kennedy, WHAM, and 
Bill Alford. WSYR. 

Michael R Hanna. WHCU, Ithaca, 
Second District director, presided 
over the sessions, attended by about 
150 delegates representing some 70 
tations 

Some gripes were aired privately 
in and out of the sessions over the 
district conclave being held in New 
York, whet as one indignant dele- 
gate put it. half the station opera- 
tors, instead of attending the meet- 
ings, are “out phoning or calling on 


(Continued on page 50) 


e 


ating Rates 


| vesterday 


Columbus, May 6. 


The Ohio State Institute 
broke precedent at its annual 
dinner when members attend- 
ing the banquet unanimously 
supported a proposal by direx- 
tor I. Klein Tyler, which op- 
posed the pending discentinua- 


tion of State Department broad- 
abroad by cutting out ap- 
propriations, 

Telegrams 


casts 


were sent, in the 
membership’s name, to Presi- 
dent Truman and the heads of 
the congressional committees, 
involved in the appropriations 
question, urging that funds be 
made continuingly available for 
the “Voice of America” broad- 
casts until congress could set up 
a permanent plan for conduct- 
ing international information 
activities. 


Washington, May 6. 

The House Appropriations Com- 
mittee yesterday (5) announced a 
State Dept. budget which tosses out 
the $31,381,000 purse of the de- 
partment’s International Informa- 
tion and Cultural Affairs budget. 
Principal sufferer, if the cut sticks, 
will be the shortwave broadcast set- 
up which has been costing more 
than half the tab for the entire 
program. 

The unit, headed by Assistant 
Secretary of State William Benton, 
also includes motion picture work 
which would die. 

Only thing salvaged from the 
wreckage was about $3,000,000 for 
a smail cooperative program in 
Latin Americ and this sum was 
not much more than haif of what 
Benton wanted for it. 

Of the $19,000,000 budget for the 
current fiscal year ending June 30, 
1947, $8,600,000 had been allocated 
for international radio. Out of the 
new request for $31,008,000, it’s esti- 


mated that roughly $10,000,000 was to 
be used for international radio opera- 


tions and another $6,100,000 for the 
construction of two overseas relay 
stations. 

State department disclosed for the 


first that they were planning to de- 
velop both relay bases -in Africa at 
Tangiers and in Liberia. Decision for 


African sites was made following 
enginerring tests which disclosed 


that reception from these points’ was 
better in Europe and Russia than 
from the American transmitter in 
Munich. 

In the 
041,822 


same budget request, 
was set aside for the motion 
picture program. Film _— schedule 
which the State department unit 
wants to put into effect includes the 
production of six reels every two 
weeks in 25 languages. Plans call for 
approximately 10 documentaries a 
year to be distriouted non-commer- 
cially on a worldwide scale. 

Rep. Charles A. Eaton, (Rep., 
N. J.), chairman of the Foreign Af- 
fairs committee, introduced a_ bill 
(5) authorizing the State 


$3,- 


| department to participate in cultural 


ations 
| 


and information activity. Passage of 
such a bill would eliminate Congres- 
sional objections to such activity on 
basis that it was not provided for in 
legislation. Prevailing opinion holds 
that the State department will wind 
up with about half of its budget 
request. ' 

Secretary of State George C. 
Maishall. who fought in vain to 
change the mind of the Appropri- 
Committee, huddled vyester- 


day afternoon with Congressional 
leaders and heads of international 
broadcast companies, to try and 
work something out. The best he 
got was the grudging half-promise 
from Rep. John Taber ‘(R., N.Y.) 
chairman of the Appropriations 
Committee, that funds would not be 
approved for the cultural and in- 


formaticn 
of State 


program 
Marshal] 


“until Secretary 
reorganizes it.” 


Taber, who tried to wipe out 
Benton's budget last year, contended 
that the foreign information pro- 
gram is hurting rather than help- 
ing the nation’s foreign policy. He 
mentioned the April 25 broadcast 
to Russia lauding Henry Wallace 
and his family, and also the posting 


of a notice in the New York radio 
office ficizing the President's 


‘Continued on page 48) 
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AP Sets Up Radio Dept, McCambridge 
Quits; Offers Stations Membership 





Associated Press has set up a new * 
radio department, absorbing the op- 
erations of its affiliate, Press Asso- KDKA Jackpot 
ciation, and shortly will offer non- Pittsburgh, May 6. 
voting membership in AP to radio The stork hit the jackpot at 
Stations, geheral manager Kent| KDKA last week, delivering sons 
Cooper announced over the week- to three announcers all within 
end. Oliver Gramling, head man in the space of 24 hours. The new 


AP since its inception in 1941, stays 
on 


with title of assistant g.m. of AP. 
But bevond this, apparently little 
has been determined as to policies 


and practices 

Whether the three networks buy- 
ing AP service—ABC, CBS and NBC 
will be offered some special brand 
of membership, or any membership 
at all, has not been determined, ac- 
cording to Gramling. Neither, 
says, has it been determined whether 
the nets will be affected finantially 
by the new setup. Presently the 
three webs have blanket contracts 
with AP under which the wire serv- 
ice costs them in excess of $125,000 
yearly. 

As for 


individual stations, Gram- 


ling said existing AP contracts will | 


be carried out and rates under the 
new membership plan will be 
“leveled off’ in such a manner as 
not to present any great problem. 
He does not anticipate “any uproar” 


from broadcasters over the rates, he | 


added. Also, “in principle, we have 
no intention of limiting membership 
among stations.” 

Some 750 stations now subscribe 
to AP news service, Gramling said. 
(UP'’s radio clients are estimated at 
around 700, and INS’ at about 150.) 

Cooper, in announcing the new de- 
partment, advised broadcasters that 
stations taking AP service will be 
offered membership “under a 
formula that will be as equitable as 
possible.” 

Only major personnel change _un- 
der the new AP program is the re- 
tirement of PA’s gm. W. J. Mc- 
Cambridge, who announced he 
would “take a much-needed rest,” 
then enter private business. 

Gramling reported that the PA 
newsroom is in the process of being 
moved this week from the 6th floor 
of the AP hdg. in Rockefeller Cen- 
ter to the general newsroom on the 
4th floor, in order to coordinate the 
radio service more closely with the 
newsgathering. operation. 


Kansas’ WREN Moving | 
After 21 Years to Gain 
On In-State Coverage 


Lawrence, Kan., May 6. 

After, 21 years of broadcasting 
here, WREN last week began moving 
facilities to Topeka, under approval 
granted by the FCC. The main stu- 
dios and offices will be moved into 
Topeka proper and the station has 
authority to move its transmitter 
from the present site near Tonga- 
noxie, just east of Lawrence, to a 
site near Grantville, just east of 
Topeka. 

Verl Bratton, WREN general man- 





ager, said the FCC also had boosted | 
wattage to | 
equalling its daytime power. | 


the station's 
5.000, 
About the same time the Commis- 
sion also gave approval of a class B 
FM station of 20,000 watts to WREN 
to be located in Topeka. 

A principal reason for the move 
is to increase WREN’s coverage 
within the state of Kansas, accord- 
ing to Bratton. The Lawrence lo- 
cation is a scant 30 miles from the 
Missouri line and the station has not 
reachea too far into Kansas. With 
the move to Topeka the _ station 
moves in-state some 40 miles and 
with the increase in power hopes to 
materially increase its Kansas cov- 
erage area. 


nighttime 


Musicals Being Called 


On For Strawhat Duty 


Hollywood, May 6. 
Musicals seem the order of busi- 
ness at the agencies for summer re- 


placements. Frances Langford, Car- 
men Dragon's orchestra and Tobe 
Reed (vice Bill Goodwin) as an- 


nouncer have been set up by Ben- 
ton & Bowles for the 13 weeks that 
Burns and Allen will be on sabbati- 
cal. 

“Summerfield Bandstand,” with 
Jack Meakin tapping the beat for a 
program devoted entirely to concert- 
in-the-park tempo, fills the time for 
“Gildersleeve.” David Rose and 
Georgia Gibbs were previously set 
for the Eddie Cantor summer void. 


is chief of the new department | 


he | 


rate | 





papas were Paul Shannon, sta- 
| tion’s chief spieler; Jack Swift 
| and Pierre Paulia. 

Whether it was a hint or not 
to the announcers they’re not 
quite sure, but last week was 
Anti-Noise Week in Pittsburgh. 


Block Plans Censorship On 
KFWB Similar to WNEW 


Hollywood, May 6. 
| Martin Block will pick and choose 











‘em here as he does on WNEW, 
N. Y. That, at least, is the story put 
| cut by Warners’ KFWB, which says 
the nation’s ace whirlwag freserves 
the right to approve all sponsors 
and products for the three-hour 
waxathon he starts here June 2. 
| He'll air daily through Saturday 
| from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., being wired 
direct to the station from his home 
in Encino where, incidentally, he 
|also makes his transcribed series for 
| WNEW. 

The same taboos of no cathartics, 
| deodorants or foot ailment panaceas 
| will apply here, and all prospective 
|sponsors will be checked with the 
| Better Business Bureau. Also, com- 
mercial announcements will be 
limited to one and one-quarter min- 

lutes per quarter hour. 
On pre-preem eve, June 1, Block 
| will toss a giant party at his home, 
| including dancing, for the disk com- 
pany toppers, recording and musi- 
| cal artists, press and radio person- 
alities. The event will run from 1 
|p.m. to 8 p.m. and will be aired over 
KFWB. 


World Moving West To 
Keep Up with Disk Talent 


World Broadcasting Co. is planning 
to move its recording facilities and 
executive offices to the Coast within 
the next six months. Transfer is in 
line with radio’s general westward 
| shift because of concentration of 
| top talent in that area. 

Subsidiary of Decca Records will 
‘maintain a skeleton waxing staff and 
| Sales office in New York even after 
|shift is effected. 

Herb Gordon, manager of the pro- 
gram production department; will go 
to the Coast before general exodus 


iis effected. 




















LANNY ROSS 


“Posssesor of one of the smooth- 
est voices we have heard in a long 


time.” —Cincinnati Times Star. 
“You have not heard ‘Mamselle’ 
until you have heard Ross sing it.” 
—Cineinnati Enquirer. 
Management 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


N.Y. State Radio Ree 
Set Up 120 Special Pems., 
73 Features as 46 Record 


Albany, May 6. 

New York State Radio Bureau 
during the past year furnished a 
total of 73 features and 312 spot an- 
nouncements to 90 AM and FM sta- 
tions, and prepared 120 special pro- 
grams at the request of various state 
departments and radio outlets, ac- 
cording to director Miles Heberer. 
Bureau is part of the division of 
publicity in the state Dept. of Com- 
merce. 

Heberer pointed out that more 
than two-thirds of the spot and fea- 
ture material sent out by the bureau 
was devoted to highway, farm and 
home safety; motor vehicles; hunt- 
ing and fishing laws and regulations; 
public health announcements, and 
information. 


Included in the 120 special pro- 
grams and announcements were 
seven transcribed panel discussions 
(in which several showbiz person, 
alities participated) on the state 
anti-discrimination law; a month- 
long series of spot announcements 
and personal interviews on state in- 
come tax regulations; a remote 
broadcast commemorating comple- 
tion of the two-millionth safe pas- 
senger-mile flown by an intrastate 
airline; three 30-minute live panel 
discussions over WGY, Schenectady, 
for the Dept. of Commerce, and re- 
motes on Gov. Thomas E. Dewey’s 
second inauguration and dedication 
ceremonies of the Gov. Alfred E. 
Smith state office building. 














Table Bill for State-Sponsored 


Educational FM Net in California 


Columbus, May 6. 

The National Association of 
Educational Broadcasters, com- 
prised of men who operate non- 
commercial, educational sta- 
tions, got down to _ specifics 
here over the weekend, lam- 
basting the Southern California 
Broadcasters Assn. for fighting 
establishment «of an FM edu- 
cational network in that state 
and wound up by sending a 
resolution to the California 
Legislature urging the FM web. 





Hollywood, May 6. 

State Senate Bill 1382 that pur- 
ported to set up a State-sponsored 
educational FM network has been 
tabled after a committee airing— 
and are the broadcasters jubilant! 
Representatives of the industry went 
north to inject their opposition but 
before being able to talk for com- 
mercial radio, the Bill was tabled 
May 1. Sponsors are now giving up, 
however, and will attempt to pres- 
sure through companion Bill 
|in the Assembly while the Legisla- 
ture is in session. AB-1514 is an 
exact duplicate the Senate 
measure. 

Commercial 





of 


broadcasters claimed 


, that the plan was “untimely and not | 


| based on sufficient knowledge to 
make clearly evident the need for 
enactment or that the provisions 
'constitute proper solution of prob- 
j lems of making the most effective 
| use of radio for education. Step 
| Was regarded as a nice way of 
|lowering thes boom without offend- 


1514 | 


ing, hope being 
ness. 
Criticism was based on the follow- 


to kill it with kind- 


that commits the state to large scale 
and expensive method that is possi- 
bly not the best; insufficient evalua- 
tion of the technical problems in- 
herent in construction and opera- 
tion of such a system: insufficient 
study of the economic and cost fac- 
tors such as land, buildings, roads 
and utilities, equipment and facili- 
ties, legal and engineering counsel 
and FCC applications costs, plus cost 
of equipping schools for reception. 

Broadcasters also showed that 
greater study of operating mainte- 
nance and programming was needed, 
and that notice of costs of the pre- 
ceding, along with the costs of ad- 
ministrative, technical and talent 
personnel, must be taken. 





| Broadcasters’ recommendation was | 


| that Bill be amended for study first, 
)and that broadcasters be appointed 
|to the checking committee, conclud- 
jing with the statement that broad- 
|; casters are ready to cooperate and 
| Support “any legislation found neces- 
| sary to provide adequate solution to 
the problem.” 
Politicos and pedagogs had already 
their sights once from 
initial demands of the Bill with two 
,amendments calling for drop to 
| $725,000 from $1,716,000 in the 
; quested appropriation. Move was 
| to expedite passage and effect a tie- 


| lowered 


in with SB-908, which would set up | 


a State Communications Board and 
fire-police-health radio system, mak- 
| ing for economic attractiveness. 


ing points: Insufficient study of bill | 


‘Third St. Loo Sudsmaker 





Anybody Got An Idea? 


44444+4444+444+++ By CARROLL CARROLL ++++++++++++++ 


Hollywood. 

I'm confused! 

I’m almost as confused es the guy who said, “Thank God, I'm an athe. 
ist!” Here I am with all the respectful interest and utter confidence it’s 
morally decent to have in the imagination and creative ability of the 
men and women in radio plus more than the average faith in the wis- 
dom and perspicuity of sponsors, and still I can’t find a square answer 
to why radio seems to be stagnating. And yet, at 2 moment in the super. 
sonic age when more people can be blown further by less than at any 
time since the Chinese traded inkpots for gunpowder, radio, the world’s 
most potent intelligence force, instead of rocketing to greater heights, 
is chasing its own tail. 

In an epoch when the only modern improvement that isn’t just around 
the corner is peace; in an era when ideas age so fast today’s sweet-cookie 
is yesterday’s pastry before it’s had a chance to draw flies, radio, the 
greatest form of popular entertainment since the realization of love, 
finds itself panting passionately for something new. And all that comes 
from the brilliant and productive men and women eagerly wooing the 
Wireless Moloch with an eye to a happy and lasting relationship, are 
ideas as heavily laden with originality as an echo yodeling back at it- 
self from the depths of a dead-end canyon. 

What causes this? 


Why are the networks and the sponsors all moaning for something new 
while buying in terms of something old, something borrowed or even some- 
thing blue? Why do radio writers, producers and packagers honestly be- 
lieve that if they agglomerate the same elements that someone else found 
fusable three years ago, the result must be as successful as the original 
formula . .. even though they've lost the one element responsible for 
the success of the earlier idea . . . originality? 

It’s probably this that is forcing buyers of radio shows unable to lo- 
cate any originality to fall back on stability. While the creators mistak- 
ing effect for cause, make no progress toward the new and original be- 
cause a train of thought seldom makes the main-line just going from 
switch to switch. 

Every day I attack a pile of “brand new” radio ideas, each submitted 
with the guarantee that it’s just what radio needs, each neatly bound 
and each either starting or Anishing with this fabulous thought .. . “this 
has everything.” 

Hash has everything! 


But hash isn’t what a wolf on the prowl whisper® into the ear of the 
maitre d’ when he feels he needs something more substantial than a cold 
bottle to snare a hot bird. Yet all the most hopeful wooers of big radio 
bankrolls proudly offer hash as the surefire delicacy to stimulate a re- 
luctant Hooper. Isn't there any filet mignon around? MHasn’t anyone a 
chateaubriand to offer a network or sponsor? These aren't new items 
but they are exceptionally tasty when properly done. They haven't 
everything, but they have class and style, which is something important. 


“I Can’t Give You Anything But———” 


Why are the networks and sponsors being blamed for the lack of new 
and interesting airshows when they truly aren’t to blame? The blame 
lies solidly on the shoulders of the creative echelon which is thinking in 
terms of shows “that have everything”; shows that have the same elements 
as Lux Radio Theatre, Bob Hope, Fibber McGee, or whichever one is 
chosen to paraphrase. I’ve been told that the creative cadre does this 
because that’s what sponsors seem to want. I don’t believe that’s en- 
tirely true. Maybe if they stopped offering sponsors shows “that have 
everything” and offered a few shows that have something, the picture 
would clear. 

It’s possible that the bulk of the creative grey matter in radio is still 
kept busy week after week with the endless job of shoving the top shows 
up the Hooper, and their pupils are either unable to think beyond the 
masters or are anxious to turn a quick buck by turning an old formula 
inside out. In other words, the men who are supposed to push on in 
the masters’ footsteps are either just standing there or too light to make 
any tracks of their own. 

You can’t blame a sponsor for buying an old established program with 
a known Hooper instead of some juiced-up copy of it, any more than you 
can blame a person for buying a sterling silver when it only costs slightly 
more than some doubtful alloy with no cache. 

If it's true, which I seriously doubt, that there are no new ideas left 
for radio, then let’s concentrate on doing the old ideas better, one at a 
time. Let’s not try to do a personality show with a star who is a fine per- 
former but not a personality. Let's not try to do an audience participa- 
tion show that overlooks the fact that the successful ones are first-last- 
and-foremost entertainment, Let’s not try to have all the same elements 
on every situation comedy show that every other situation comedy show 
has. Let's not try to fit one singer into the formula that won fame for 
another singer. In short, let’s start spending as much time laying a new 
foundation as we now spend trying to remodel an old one. 

If the guys now trying to make their mark will just remember it 
shouldn't be a ditto mark, I think they'll kick radio out of its present 
doldrums. 

Or am I still confused? 





a 
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Joins in Ballcast Fest 


St. Louis, May 6. 

The Hyde Park Breweries Assn. 
‘is the third local sudsmaker to buy 
a chunk of radio time to keep na- 
tives informed of the progress of the 
Cardinals and Browns in their pen- 
nant marathons. While not on such 
an extensive scale as the Griesedieck 
Bros. Brewing Corp. and the Fal- 
staff Brewery Co., the Hyde Park 
organization manages to keep in the 
limelight. : 

The deal was made by the Gard- 
ner Advertising Co. with KWK 
(Mutual outlet) and gives the scores, 
| supplied by ticker service, of day 
games of both clubs every 15 minutes 

jand every 30 minutes for night and 
| Sunday contests. 
| Because the broadcasts are limited 
| to the announcements of the progress 
lof the games the commercials are 
lalmost nil. A fourth local brewery, 
ithe Columbia Brewing Co., also is a 
|'buyer of time but restricts its pro- 
|Srams to music. It has yet to enter 
ithe sports field. 
Anheuser-Busch, reputed to be the 
largest in the world and the daddy 
|of all local breweries, has remained 
aloof from radio. Reps of every local 
| Station, over a number of vears, have 
i; been unable to crack the sales re- 
|sistance encountered. 








EXECS SEEK STATION 


Pittsburgh, May 6. 

Four local WB circuit executives 
have just applied to the FCC for 
permission to opérate a radio sta- 
tion in Pittsburgh. They are James 
M. Totman, publicity director; Jo- 
seph Feldman, assistant zone mana- 
ger; Harry Feinstein, head booker 
and buyer, and M. A. Silver, zone 
chief. Organized as the Western 
Pennsylvania Broadcasting Corp. 
they’re seeking the 1490 wavelength. 

A new locai station, WPIT, expects 
to start operations any day now, 
giving Pittsburgh six broadcasting 
outfits. A seventh station would be 
WPGH. An eighth application lists 
John H. Harris, the showman; Dick 
Cook, magazine publisher, and asso- 
ciates as organizers of United Broad- 
casting. 

Granting of a permit to the War- 
ner group would give the city nine 
standard radio stations. 





Des Moines—The Des Moines 
Broadcasting Corp. has been author- 


lized by FCC to construct and operate 


a 1,000-watt, unlimited time, stand- 
ard radio station on 1150 kilocycles. 
James L. Kelehan, assistant manager 
of the Iowa Tall Corn Radio net- 
work, is president of the company. 
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SPOT SALES DIVISION 


AB 








What is ABC Pacific? It’s the American Metropolitan markets are covered from 
Broadcasting Company’s network of 21 within by ABC Pacific— plus additional 
strategicaliy located stations covering coverage of surrounding outside markets. 
the West Coast. Total Pacific Coast coverage (primary 
areas): 

How efficient is its coverage? Well, 94.6% of Coast daytime listeners 
on the Pacific Coast 92.5°% of nighttime listeners 

70.5% 6 of population *Sales Management Survey of Buying Power, May 10, 1946 

7 72.6°% of retail sales* 


Does it really cost less than any other 
West Coast network? Here are the 
figures: one half hour evenings $972.00. 
are concentrated in eleven Metropolitan Quarter-hour daytime strip (5 times per 
districts. All these and eight other week) $281.00 per broadcast. 
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73.6% of radio homes 
77.9°% of Effective Buying Income* 
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0022225 michael next fall. Sunday spot on CBS is up for other sponsorship.... ‘ bd hd *» 
° C. B. DeMille is being offered around agencies as Ne si “ a a Hearability Analysis 
series similar to the Lux format. His actual participation is contingen ° é . 
From the Production Centres on the ruling of the state supreme court on his appeal to have remanded Trials Clear Up Fog In 
the decision upholding AFRA’s suspension....Tom Luckenbill in town and |. . ? 
torn between Abbott and Costello and Jimmy Durante. If he can land Philly Program Scripts 
ila ii Ri the Schnoz it would be for Camels....Eve Arden takes over Sealtest’s 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Robert Bragarnick, of Ted Bates agency, new chairman of the AVC’s 
Press, Radio & Advertising Chapter. New v.-ch. is Hal Davis, head flack 
of Kenyon & Eckhardt....Jinx Falkenburg to model for shutter clickers | 
at Photo Carnival May 16-18. Will put show on film for McCrary WNBT | 
teleshow Sunday (18)....Eleanor “Perry”? Cuomo, aide to Hal Wagner in 
Mutual program traffic dept., hospitalized Thursday (1) for an appendec- 
tomy. Phil Carlin, MBS program veepee, expected back at desk this 
week following layup in White Plains hospital with leg ailment... .Jack | 
Wyatt and Dave Lyons of Cecil & Presbrey agency and Bud Materne, 
Mutual aecount exec, due back today (Wed.) from Coast following teeoffs 
of “Queen for Day” and “Heart’s Desire” under Philip Morris sponsorship 

Coast repeat of “Sam Spade,” CBS for Wildroot, switches from 12 
midnight to 1 am. (EDT) for summer Interview which Hermiene Dom- 
misse, South African actress and radio producer, got with Norman Corwin 
during her recent U. S. visit, is being whipped into a half-hour show for 
air ng on the South African network. 

‘veresa Keane and Carole Somers added to “Katie’s Daughter,” while Ear] 
Hammond joins “The Romance of Heien Trent”....Michael Artist new to 
“Our Gal Sunday”....Robert Pollock added to “Strange Romance of 
Evelyn Winters”....Grant Richards joins “Young Widder Brown’”.... 
Lenore M. Shannon, “We, the People” researcher, on six weeks’ leave of 
absence to Norway in student exchange plan between Columbia U. Ex- 
tension School and Univ. of Oslo....Arnold Moss is Sloan and Jeanne 
Cagney is Clara on “Young Dr. Malone”....Barry Thomson and Kay 
Strozzi in “The Right To Happiness” .Kenneth Carey, WNYC staff an- 
nouncer, to make debut as baritone next Tuesday (13) on station. 





'met with business associates in Frisco and Hollywood....Joe Bigelow 


Philadelphia, May 6. 
Program scripts at WCAU are 
already showing effect of the first 
“hearability analysis” ever taken in 
radio. 
All copy coming out of the script- 
ing mill of the local CBS outlet is 


“Village Store” for the summer with the help of visiting guestars. Jack 
Haley takes his departure June 26 after four years. Arden holds over 
on the new setup with Jack Carson when he moves over from Campbell 
soup, at the pleasure of the client....Jack Louis fits air travel into his 
tight business schedule and last week held conferences in three cities on 
the same day. He took the maiden flight of a DC6 from New York and 





around for two weeks to check on available talent and shows befitting being edited with elimination of 
the wishes of Thompson clients... .Bill Tuttle hustled back home after polysyllabic words, involved sen- 
parleying with the Ruthrauff & Ryan‘coast guard ...John Dunkel back tences | and “officialese and jour- 
at KNX as editor of network programs after trying his hand at freelance nalese” phraseology, according to Dr, 
writing. ...Hallmark deal for a coast dramatic series to replace Readers | Leon Levy, general manager of the 
Digest went cold when John Nesbitt demanded full control of the show | station. 

Phil Baker didn’t accompany “Take It Or Leave It” east because of doctor's The analysis was made by the 
orders to stay put for couple of weeks until he is fully recovered from Gunning» Readable News Reports 
his flu siege....Benny Goodman kept the secret of his phone number too and the initial report was given to 
well and rushed into an NBC studio not knowing that his program had | members of the station’s staff and 
been cancelled for Secretary of State George Marshall's address. Both the | press last week. Robert Gunning, 
| network and his agent tried to reach him with the information but with- | head of the service, said that the 





| 
| 


CBS delegation led by Davidson Taylor and William Gittinger hopped | 


down to Birmingham Friday (2) for a regional huddle with southern | 
affiliates. Returning tomorrow (Thurs.)....Robert Shaw, who scripts “Mr. 
D. A.,” and Howard M. Teichmann, writer on “Road to Life,” named co- 


chairmen of Radio Writers Guild committee to set up annual RWG awards 
in the radio industry....Trio of NBC gettogethers this week: stockholders’ 
meeting yesterday (Tues.); Feedback Club’s (staff announcers) annual 
“bottle opening” tonight (Wed.), and NBC executive management meeting 
tomorrow (Thurs.)....CBS staffers get a 25% discount on “Untitled,” new 
collection of Norman Corwin’s radio dramas....Bob Hawk, CBS Camel 
show quipmaster, who grew up in Weatherford, Okla., returning there 
Friday (9) to emcee the fund-raising show for victims of the recent Okla- 
homa twister....Emerson Foote off to London this week. 

Noran E. Kersta, NBC television’s national director, back at his desk 
Monday (5) after his recent appendectomy....Paul White to head up 
journalism at Kansas Univ....Criterion Productions has packaged a 
“Mr. Midnight” show about a disk jockey, with.Fred Robbins in lead.... 
Senator Ford out of the hospital and expected back on CYTT in two weeks 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Bill Robson's faith in the commercial possibilities of the dramatic west- 
ern, “Hawk Larrabee,” has sparked CBS’ interest and it goes back on 
the net May 10. It had a brief run early in the season but this time it 
gets a real test....Luden will have to find a new time for Hoagy Car- 


WARNING 


f 
A FEDERAL COURT HAS RULED 
THAT THE NAME 


GRAND OLE OPRY 


IS THE EXCLUSIVE PROPERTY 


or rapio staTION WAM © (AA 


NASHVILLE 


INFRINGEMENTS WILL BE 
VIGOROUSLY PROSECUTED 
































The Federal Court of the Middie District of Georgia, 
on March 24, 1947, in the case of WSM, Incorporated, 
Plaintiff, against Golden Goose Corporation and R. L. 
Whitton, Defendants, rendered the following decision, 
applying throughout the-United States: 
“The plaintiff, WSM, Incorporated, by virtue of 
the long use of the words ““Grand Ole Opry”’ to 
designate its radio program has acquired the legal 
right to the exclusive use of such name and is en- 
titled to be protected against infringements which 
would tend to deceive...” 


The above decision applies to the use ef words similar to 
"Grand Ole Opry" 


Theatre Managers and Booking Agents: 
In case of doubt as to the 


authenticity of a “Grand WSs M, INC. 


Ole Opry act, ccntact NASHVILLE, TENN, 














| Falknor, WBBM general manager, and Elizabeth Wolcott received cer- | 


out avail....Arthur Church, owner of KMBC, Kansas City, and program |idea, originally evolved for news- 


packager, named John Gordon his coast rep....Lyn Murray, off the Hit|papers and magazines, could be 
ade Si “Adventures of Philip. Marlowe,” | adapted for radio inasmuch as there 

Parade, waves the musical wand on “Advent I r 

summer sub for Bob Hope....Leith Stevens draws the music assignment /is a direct connection between the 


on “Lights Out,” which fills the Henry Morgan spot for eight weeks. | written and spoken word. 
Boris Karloff is starred and Billi Lawrence produces. This is the way. the idea works: 


Scripts are broken down through 
IN CHICAGO ... 


he formula devised by Gunning which 


|takes in as factors—the sentence 

Ruthrauff & Ryan, who already occupy all of 13th floor of the London | structure, number of long words, long 
Guarantee Bldg., took over entire 12th floor which was formerly occupied | sentences, plus a “fog index.” Latter 
by H. W. Kastor agency, Thursday (1), after Kastor moved to smaller] ji. the gimmick which determines 
quarters in the Lincoln Tower....Bunny Kacher chosen by local press| the understandability of the script 


to réign as AFRA Antics Queen....Times staffers James McGuire and/ ‘Then the copy is graded, with the 
Jack McPhaul were honored on NBC program, “The Big Story,” for their |j5west scores rated as best. Scores 
work in the Joe Majczek prison case....Betty Winkler back from New | correspond to the amount of educa- 
York visit to her family....Nancy Martin and her husband have moved t0|tign needed to clearly understand 
Coast....Myron Wallace interviews Jan Sterling of “Born Yesterday” on lthe show. 

his “Famous Names” show....Jimmy Fidler’s May 18 broadcast will For instance. the score of 
originate from ABC's studios in Merchandise Mart....“Hymns of All| eans that listener needs only a 
Churches” will celebrate its 13th anniversary May 8....“Shopping With jareteera srade education to under- 


the Missus” on WBBM will be heard at 9 a.m., beginning May 12....Frank | 44nq- “10.” means at least a soph in 


won 


‘ 


J 3c ; “17,” a college gradu- 
tificates for their help in raising funds for the Boy Scouts of America’s ~~ a eS ee 
| 1947 campaign... .Betty Hanks of the Wrigley Restaurant in Miami for va- | For this analysis Gunning used 
cation....Monica Lewis latest entertainer added to list of guests at AFRA | one day’s script from WCAU's 
Antics....Edgar’ Bell, manager of WEEK, in from Peoria on business.... * 


| appearance. 





| phony” composed by Earl 


locally originated shows. Best score— 
| 7.9—was obtained by commercials, 
|which means they were clearly 
understandable by persons with less 
than eighth grade schooling. News- 
casts received a score of 10.5. Pub- 
lic service shows came up with high- 
est “fog index.” 

Odd fact gleaned from Gunning’s 
report was that news wire services 
wrote more simply and clearly for 
radio than they did for newspapers. 


Pitt Quizzer Bites Dust 
From Ball Competition 


Pittsburgh, May 6. 

Sho-Biz-Quiz faded from the air 
here Sunday (4) after a solid two- 
year run, another victim of baseball. 
Show was a half-hour feature over 
WJAS every Sunday afternoon at 
2, same time that Pirates games are 
being broadeast—this is the first 
year management has _ permitted 
play-by-play accounts over the air 
/on Sundays and holidays—and spon- 
sor, Dimling’s Candy Shops, figured 
it was no use trying to buck the 


fanatical interest in the local Na- 
tional League entry this year. 
Program first went on the air for 
| Dimling’s May 1, 1945, and has been 
| on steadily ever since. Produced by 
/Bob Post, local freelancer, it fea- 
|tured George Heid as moderator 
jand town's three first-string drama 
critics, Karl Krug, of Sun-Telegraph; 
Kaspar Monahan, of Press, and 
Harold. V. Cohen, of Post-Gazette 
and also Variety mugg here. Post is 
now dickering with couple of other 
prospective bankrollers for a fall 


Cast of Mutual’s Tom Mix show leaving for Indianapolis to make rodeo 


Ray Morgan in from Hollywood to confer with Chi’s MBS staff.... 
WBBM director of special events Jim Hurlbut, on tour of Pacific to report 
conditions for CBS....Art Peterson of “Grand Marquee” doubling at the 
Eighth Street theatre in “Home of the Brave,” being presented by the 
Actor’s Co.....Two Ton Baker guest speaker before the Chicago Radio 
Management club. ...Last week Woodstock Players celebrated opening of 
their summer theatre season with program on WJJD Wed. (30)....Clint 
Frank returning to Dancer, Fitzgerald, Sample....“State Street Sym- 
Hoffman, NBC staffer, debuted over WGN- 
Mutual yesterday (6). Hoffman won State Street Council award for 
composition....Nancy Craig, ABC radio commentator, selected as “Foster 
Mother” of 1947....F. C. Eighney, manager of station WTAD, Quincy, IIi., 
passed away in Mason City, Iowa, April 29....Marie Karlstrom left MBS 
to join WJJD as continuity director....Ed. R. Murrow, CBS veepee, at- 
tended business conferences in town last week....J. Robert Gulick of 
WORK in from York, Pa.....Wendell Campbell, manager of KMOX, St. 
Louis, here for few days....WGNB will present a series of special pro- 
grams honoring the 100th anniversary of the Chicago Tribune. Series 
began Monday (5). 


FMA SWINGS OUT TO 
ORGANIZE REGION 2 


Washington, May 6. 

Region No. 2 of the FM Associa- 
tion, embracing Indiana, Ohio, Ken- 
tucky and West Virginia, will be 
organized May 28 at a one-day meet- 
ing in the Hotel Gibson, Cincinnati, 
Bill Bailey, executive director, an- 
nounced last week. The Association 
organized its first regional operating 
unit for the New England area in 
Albany, N. Y., last month. 

David G. Taft, general manager of 
WCTS-FM, Cincinnati, and Paul 
Wagner, ditto of WCSI, Columbus, 
Ind., have been named temporary 
co-chairmen. The Midwest FM’ers 
will hold their organizational meet- 
ing with the Cincy Ad Club, accord- 
ing to present plans. 

Bailey also announced plans for a 
second meeting of FMA officers with 
the Radio Manufacturers Assn. May 
21 at the Statler Hotel in Washing- 


ton. Meeting was requested by 
RMA. 








VA Directive Calls Halt 
On AFRA Polish Course 


Hollywood, May 6. 

School is over for the returned 
radio actors and actresses who en- 
joyed ‘polishing under the AFRA- 
inspired “Refresher Course,” for- 
merly approved and bankrolled by 
the Veterans Administration. This 
week the VA notified course head, 
ex-Col. Robert Light, that under an 
old directive the school could not 
continue with second course students 
but would have to raise a new flock. 
On such short notice it was school’s 
out. 

The old «directive allowed for only 
16 weeks of refresher schooling with 
no extensions. Course had béen 
moving along in its second renewal 
with a smattering of newcomers but 


was caught 49 short with word from 
above. 


Gibbs’ Marty Drake Show 





| 


resumption since Dimling doesn't in- 
tend to resume even after baseball 
season ends. 














New comedy package, tabbed 
“Marty Drake’s Radio School,” has | 
been whipped together by John E. 


Plan One Power Line To 





Hollywood, May 6. 

A plan for a centralized power 
| supply that would feed all FM sta- 
| tions to be operated atop Mt. Wilson 
ws shortly be advanced by Lee 
| Wynne, g.m. of KGER, Long Beach, 
| 4 prospective FMer. The plan will 
be offered as a great labor and 
| money saver for those not already 
equipped with their own diesels and 
| generators from among 20-odd due. 
Under the Wynne plan one giant 
oo. and generator could supply 
all. 

The utility company has refused 
to reinforce the power lines now 
threading through the Wilson range 
and coming closest to prospective 
users at the base of Mt. Harvard. 
Project is regarded as too costly— 
unless the broadcasters themselves 


{ 





will underwrite it. 


Feed All Mt. Wilson FM’ers: 


Gibbs production outfit. Scripted by 
|Herb Rickles, program is based on 


;experiences of a radio school pro- |" 


|prietor with Marty Drake, singer, 
in the lead. 


Other cast members are Bert 
| Pakes, Clayton Collyer, Bob Sherry, 
| Jean Gillespie, Charlie Irving, Jack 
| Grimes, Earl Hammond, Larry Dob- 
kin and Will Lorin’s orch. Perry 
Lafferty directs. 





Kansas City — Jenkins Music Co. 
has become the first pay-on-the-line 
sponsor to sign up with KMBC-FM. 
Station's FM facilities were 
| opened only recently to sponsorship. 
| Jenkins has taken a half-hour at 
8:30 p.m. Saturdays featuring Latin- 
American music on program labeled 
“South of the Border.” 











| 
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CBS Live Programming Ban Stirs Up 
Trade Queries; Effect on Smalltown 
Operators Seen as Hurting Industry 





Surprising announcement by CBS + 


‘PHILLY BATTLE BREWS 


television last week that the web 
will drop all live studio program- 
ming beginning Sunday (11) to con- 
centrate entirely .o films and re- 
mote pickups elicited various reac- 


tions from the rest of the video in- 
dustry. With no formal statement 
forthcoming from CBS officials, rea- 
sons for the switch in policy were 
not immediately discernible Con- 
sensus, however, was that while the 
move might benefit other N. Y 
broadcasters by throwing more 
sponsors their way, it would defi- 


nitely harm the industry by throw- 
ing a new into the minds of 
potential station oper- 
ators. 


scare 
smalltown 


Along with its 
live programming for an 
period, CBS also announced it would 


drastically curtail its color tele re- 
search work. Latter move is in 
line with the warning issued to the 


FCC and industry at the color hear- 
ings in Washington in by 
CBS prexy Frank M who 
stressed that the web would be 
forced by economic reasons to re- 
duce its color experimentation if its 
color bid was nixed. In all, the 
policy switch involved the slashing 
of some 55 staffers from the CBS 
payroll. All were given several 
weeks’ severance pay, with the 
promise that as many as possible 
would be absorbed into the web's 
radio department. 

As far as could be learned, 
decision to, abandon live 


January 
Stanton, 


the 
program- 


(Continued on page 50) 
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WTAG 
more au- 
B, 


In Worcester, 
147% 
than Station 
209% over Station 
C, 298% over Sta- 
tion D, and 368% 
ever Station E. 

(Hooper Index Jan.- 
Feb. ‘47) 













delivers 


dience 

















Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
UNITED REXALL DRUG CO. 
Friday—C BS—9:30 p.m., EDST 

u-6- — ‘This Time for Keeps” 





abandonment of | 
indefinite | 


| 











Television Review 








FASHION SHOWCASE 

With John Butler & Allyn Ann Mc- 
Clerie, Nadine Gae & Tommy Won- 
der; Mary Alan Hoganson, narra- 


Britain Aiming for Video Lead With 
‘Pencil Beam’ Program Rel 


ay System 





tor; others 
Director: Paul Belanger 
Asst, Director: Lucille Hudiburg 
Set: Jim McNaughton 
3@ Mins.; Sat. (3), 8 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WCBS-TV-CBS, N.,Y. 


U.S. TELE REVERSES 





U. S. Television this week became 





_ ON LAST TELE CHANNEL 


Philadelphia, May 6. 

There's 
the last television channel left in 
Philly. Last week WIP filed an ap- 
plication with the FCC for a permit 
to build a outlet on channel 
No. 12. 

This channel is also being sought 
by WIBG and the Daily News which 
filed cooperatively a couple of 
months ago. The other three chan- 
nels allocated to Philly are already 
taken 

WPTZ, Philco’s station, has been 


| 
+ 
tele 


the Philly Inquirer have been as- 


| case” 


a battle skedded here for | 


CBS television, which is slated to, 
take an indefinite hiatus from live 
studio programming starting Sunday 
(11), shuttered its “Fashion Show- 
series last Saturday (3) night 
on the same high level the show has 
held since preeming last fall. It’s too 
bad that televiewers will be deprived 
henceforth of seeing a show that’s 


jturer to reduce the price on its 


| models. Reason, according to 
prexy Hamilton Hoge, is that an ex- 
panded volume of output made pos- 
sible the beginnings of a mass pro- 
duction system. 


: } . = —_ . 
been consistently one of the most ex- Greatest cut was effected in the 
pertly-staged and ambitious produc-| deluxe model turned out for bars, 

| tions on the air. which was reduced in price from 


operating on channel 3; WFIL and | 


signed channel 6 and WPEN and the | 


Evening Bulletin have channel 10. 
A hearing on the question of who’s 

12 will have this interest- 
Inasmuch the Daily 


get No 


lactor: as 


}camera work. Standout was a novel 


News is a party to WIBG’s applica- | 


tion, and the other two dailies al- | 
ready have construction permits, the | 
FCC will have to decide whether 


every newspaper in Philly should be 
treated alike. 


Ford Shopp 





ing 


For Hour Show 


Ford Motors, which has concen- 
| trated all its television bankrolling 
to date on sponsorship of sports 
events, is shopping for a full-hour 
| live studio show, which it hopes to 
| preem sometime next fall. Agency 


is J. Walter Thompson. 





} 


| top sports events pays 


in whatever cities have video sta- 
tions in operation at that time. Stu- 
dio show will then be used as an in- 


wants to gain experience in live pro- 
gramming before the inauguration of 
a nationwide tele network service. 

Most of the Ford-sponsored shows 
in N. Y. have been carried by either 
WCBS-TV (CBS) or WABD (Du- 
Mont). With CBS bowing out of 
live programming this week, how- 
ever, it’s possible that the motorcar 
plum may go to NBC. 


JWT in Script Hunt 
To Supply Hour-long 
Kraft Dramat Stanza 


| Indicating the tremendous lack of 
| available plays for television adapta- 
'tion, J. Walter Thompson agency this 
week issued an invitation for scripts 
for the new Kraft show, which bows 
jin tonight (Wed.) on WNBT (NBC, 
|N. Y.). Kraft has signed for a 35- 
i week series of hour-long dramatic 








| 
| 





“It Happened in Brooklyn” 











(Continued on page 50) 




















TARGET 


Gonfidence, essential to good put- 
ting, is also a basic ingredient in 
every sale. Weed and Company 
salesmen have confidence in them- 
selves and in the properties they 


sell so successfully. 





WEED 


AND COMPANY 
NEW YORK -BOSTON CHICAGO: DETROIT-SAN FRANCISCO-ATLANTA-HOLLYWOOD | 







et 


y 
OT Le 
Gyre Vt 


RADIO 
STATION 
REPRESENTATIVES 


| 


Convinced that tele sponsorship of | 
off, Ford | 
hopes to have its local dealers take | 
over the sports program in the fall | 


stitutional plug by the firm, which | 


| der, 


Under the adept direction of Paul 


2.350, plus $145 tax, to $1,995, in- 
Belanger, who long ago learned the $2, _— . 


; i z stalle ! ~harge, 
knack of integrating choreography cluding =. as yon $85 
with his camera shots, the show fol- | however, was iat Y = ; 
lowed the usual format of presenting | $100. Company also reduc ed the 


beauteous models draped in new cre- | price on its deluxe home model from 


ations of a top designer, this time | $2400 to $2,275. Both sets have a 
Nettie Rosenstein. Belanger aban-| }61%4x21%-inch projection screen, 


doned his idea of giving the models 
some acting to do in favor of letting 
them merely pose, but more than 
compensated for this with his trick 


with the bar set available in either 
'leather or wood finish. 

Hoge also announced ‘that deliv- 
eries would begin this week on a 
10-inch direct-view set designed for 
homes, to retail at $895. 
than half the size of the more 


method of superimposition, in which 
two girls were viewed through the 
lenses of two different cameras and 
then paraded side by side from a me- 
dium shot to a closeup. 

Interspersed with the modeling 
were two dance numbers by John 
Butler and Allyn Ann McClerie and 
one by Nadine Gae and Tommy Won- 
Four terpers, w.k. from their 
Broadway musical work, were 
good as ever. Tying the whole thing 
together was an interest-sustaining 
commentary by Mary Alan Hogan- 
son. All that the show lacked was 
}a couple of vocals to go with the 
jedancing, something that Belanger has 
featured with good results in pre- 
vious stanzas. 


less 


both "AM 
ord-changer. 


and FM 


U. S. Television has 
date, Hoge said, and still has a large 
| backlog of orders. 


Van Horne, Bear d 
Jim McNaughton, long recognized 


as top tele set designer, outdid him- | 


|self on this show with an intricate | 
mounting for the action that took full 
advantage of the large CBS studio. 
Both he and Belanger are among 
those dropped fram the payroll un- 
der the new video policy, but neithsr 
of them should have tov much trou- 


as 








Young & Rubicam ad agency, con- 
tinuing experiments with various 
television formats for General Foods’ 
sponsorship, is lining up a new half- 
hour show to replace the Harriet 
Van Horne and Jmes Beard 15-min- 


ble tying on to another station, Ex-| ute segments Thursday nights on 

vert work of the cameramen also; WNBT (NBC, N. Y.). . 

rates a nod for this production. : | New show will plug La France 
Stal. | 


| and Satinfa, both household products, 
|and will be slanted at housewives 
with a view to making it a potential 
|daytime program. Agency produc- 
|tion staff is currently auditioning 
| talent, with none signed yet. Show 
jhas been set for six weeks, to fol- 
llow “Juvenile Jury,” other G-F 


REMEMBER THE DAYS 
| With Dave Garroway, Helen Malone 
Director: Kit Carson 
Writer: Derothy Sapero 
| 30 Min.; Tuesday, 8 p.m. (CDT) 
Sustaining . 
| WBKB, Chicago 
| There is a bit of sardonic under-| show, on WNBT. 
in this “Remember the Days”; y. @ R. 
program in that rE: rn time films | neither Beard nor Miss Van Horne 
were once viewed with much the| : : 
same feeling that video viewers look | 3"° being replaced, but that they 
at straight tele now. What brings| Were signed only for seven weeks 
snickers and guffaws from the audi-|for experimental purposes. Duo 
ence now, ccrtainly was in serious | plugged Birdseye frozen foods, and 
vein then, and so, in a few years NBC has received more than 500 re- 
comment will probably be, “weren't quests for food recipes introduced 
those video programs in 1947 pretty | py Beard on his “I Love to Eat” 
awful? Po t 

Why this idea hadn’t been thought |S°8™ent. 
of before as a sure attention holder| _Y: & R. is also prepping a series 
and a good sponsor bet is something | of one-minute weather commercials 
that only the station can answer. In/|to plug Instant Sanka coffee, another 
the first regularly scheduled stanza|G-F product, which will preem on 
of this half hour review, Dave Gar-|WABD (DuMont, N. Y.), June 2. 
roway presented a three-reel (1914) | Commercials, which will run 89 


comedy; a more modern takeoff on}. : : 
barbershop quartets; a 1900 news- | Weeks, are being filmed by Audio 


reel preview of 1947 fashions, and | Productions, N. Y. indie outfit, 
a slam-bang western with William | 
S. Hart. 
| Opening set is a living room scene 
| with Garroway and Helen Malone 
(Continued on page 50) 


tone 


| 





| Troy Tony Sharpe, one-time 
musical director of WTRY, has re- 
| joined the station as program man- 
jager. Succeeds Deac Rossell. 


Inside Stuft—Television 





the interest and push of dealers. They are selling where merchandising 
and intelligence is applied and just not moving where they are left to sell 
themselves from the*floor. Some dealers are letting customers fiddle with 
dials, have no ropes or guards up to allow for proper distances from 
screens and otherwise leaving video on the vine. The situation has reached 
point where some distributors are withdrawing franchises from the drones 
and re-shuttling sets to go-getters. Over 150 bars and restaurants are fea- 
turing sets now and report their trade hiked as much as 1,000%. There 
are an estimated 2,000 now hgme-installed. But the overall has not been 
as gratifying as anticipated as changes take place on lessons learned. 





the arm this week when Joe Sistrom, producer of Deanna Durbin 
starrer, “Something in the Wind,” invited Coast teletoppers to Universal- 
International for lunch to view “mock-up” scanning of a sequence depict- 
ing video operations and the receiver-screened result. In the picture the 
receiver viewing will, of course, be film projected froni the rear. Harry 
Lubcke, of Don Lee; Klaus Landesberg of Paramount, and Patrick Cunning, 
were on hand to see Buck Rogerish make-believe cameras and equipment 
as they “televised” Miss Durbin. RCA lent the receiver shown in the 
picture. 

Interest in television being demonstrated by some of those involved in it 
in Los Angeles borders on martyrdom. Paramount is putting the major 
portion of all income right back into added or improved programming to 
stimulate interest. Don Lee's experimental station is. naturally, 
all for free while awaiting FCC commercial licensing. The Meyberg Co 
distributors for RCA and its dealers is putting a portion of profits back 
into programming costs on KTLA’s afternoon dealer-demonstrating events, 


and now Barker Bros. is apportioning pro-rata bucks from the sale of 
each receiver for similar action. 


doing its 





The sale of television receivers in Los Angeles is largely dependent on | 


TREND, SLASHES COST 


ints Folding 


execs emphasized that ! 


London, April 26. 
Britain is aiming for world sue 
premacy in the television industry 
with secret moves based on an idea 
of the late John Logie Baird, tele. 
vision pioneer. 


_ 





ithe first major video set manufac- Co 


While America’s Bell Telephone 
is working on its coast-to-coast 
coaxial cable network, BBC’s 
gineers, working through the 
Office, have secretly begun 
structing a new television system to 
relay programs by “pencil beams.” 
(Bell is also working on a Similar 
system in U. S. on tele transmission 


ene 
p 


roost 


CONne 


| by radio rélay between N. Y and 
Boston). 

Only a few weeks before he died 
Baird told Variety: “I am con, inced 
that coaxiai cable is not the answer 


Cabinet is | 


expensive home model and includes | 


to increasing the range of televi ion 
on a nationwide scale. We must 
have a beam system Jeap-frogging 
from a series of masts.” 


Today, on White Horse Hill. Berk. 
shire downs, the first masts are 
about to rise. Each experimental 
relay station has a receiving and 
transmitting unit 1,000 yards apart 
| and connected’ by underground 
cables. The station has 14 triple. 


radio and a rec- | 


| delivered several hundred sets to | 














The warming up of motion pictures and television got another shot in| 


| 


wire aerials and the “pencil” beam 
they pick up .and pass on from sta- 
tion to station has no sag. If it were 
visible it would appear as a thin 
taut wire. The only possibility of 
the beam interfering with receivers 
between stations is if one should 
come directly in line with it, but 


(Continued on page 50) 
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AFM’s Padway Scores in High Court 
*Lea Act Constitutionality Hearing 


Washington, May 6. 
Formidable arguments for and 
against the constitutionality of the 
Lea act were marshalled before the 
Supreme Court yesterday (5) with 
Joseph Padway, counsel for Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians boss 


> . 
James C. Petrillo, coming off with 


top honors in oratory and more than 

even chances, according to observ- 

ers here, of swinging a high court 

ruling against the anti-Petrillo leg- 

islation. 

\FM’s 200,000 members, held in 
iron grip” by Petrillo, are a la- 


al 


b monopoly which has imposed 
“-erjous restraints to interstate com- 
merce.” Douglas MacGregor, assist- 


ant to the attorney general, told the | 


court. Since it is a monopoly, Con- 
gress has as much power to pass the 


Lea act as it had to enact the Sher- 
man anti-trust bill. Congress, the 
government attorneys argued, has 


the power to move against restraints 
trade whether by capital or by 


of 
la 

seph Padway and aide, David 
K:iz. on behalf of Petrillo, lambasted 
tl legislation as an “assault o1 
i trade unionism” and argued 


that it violated the first, fifth and 


13th amendments of the Constitu- 
tion. Congress, Padway argued, has 
not outlawed the objectives of the | 


AFM’s unfair practices, but only use 
of pressure by the union. The em- 
ployers may or may not arrive at 


the same conclusions as Petrillo with 
or without pressure. 

Declared Katz: “We do not argue 
th there are evils in broadcasting 


which are not beyond the reach of 
Congress,” but the unconstitutional 
act of outlawing the right to picket 


and strike for lawful objectives is | 


no: one of them. 
On’ the other side of the fence, 
MacGregor and assistant Robert 


Stern argued that the right to strike 
or picket is “not absolute or sacro- 
sanct.”" An AFM picket line is 
“coercive” ipso facto, they said, since 
a union member who crosses it can 
never again get a job; while under 
the AFM’s nation-wide closed shop, 
the broadcaster has no choice but to 
hire one of Petrillo’s men. Mac- 
Gregor reviewed for the court Pe- 
trillo’s practice of forcing stations 
to hire more employees than they 
wanted to; of requiring double pay- 
ment for musicians who simulta- 
neously broadcast over AM-FM 
transmitters; royalty payments on 
platters and for stand-by musicians; 
and his taboo against broadcasts of 
school bands and music schools. By 
refusing to let his musicians appear 
on television shows, Petrillo has put 
a straitjacket on “new and improved 
uses of radio,” he charged. 

In rebuttal, Padway declared that 
the government was introducing the 
“alien issue of monopoly only as a 
springboard” to attack the union. 


Declared he: “To have AFM require | 


station WAAF, Chicago, hire three 
extra musicians’ is no greater bur- 
den on inte:state commerce than 
other exactions have been on the 
motion picture or chain hotel indus- 
tries.” 

The country would never have had 
an eight-hour day if the Lea act 
had been on the books, Padway 
concluded, since workers would have 


been unable to picket or strike in 
- 


favor of it. 

The union’s brief pointed to the 
drop of employment after the ad- 
vent of the sound motion picture in 
1929, when the 22,000 musicians em- 
ployed in theatres in 1927 dropped 
to the present 4,000 so employed. 

“It is instances suchas these and 
the daily threat of their recurrence 

(and not, as some would have us 
| believe, the dictation of a 
| willed labor leader) that have com- 


| 





| pelled the professional musicians of | 


| this 
take 


country to 
measures 


join 
in 


together and 
self-defense.” 














| 
State Dept. | 


Continued from page 41 








policy of rooting disloyal employees 


from the Government service. 
' . . 

The radio industry spokesmen 
| present laid down the following 
four points as expressing their 
views 

1. The maintenance and devel- 
opment of international broadcast- 
ing is a matter of vital importance 
to the United States. 
| 2. Private industry cannot finance 


international 
scale required. 
3. Funds for the program must 
j}be provided by the Government if 
international broadcasting is to be 
|maintained on a scale required by 


ithe national interest. 
i 


| 4. Continued appropriations to the 
|State Dept. for the programs should 


broadcasting on the 


be made until such time as Con- 
|gress formulates long-range plans. 
iSuch Congressional consideration 


|was urged at a very early date. 

| Agreeing to the statement were 
|Earl Gammons, CBS _ vice-prexy; 
| Niles Trammeli, NBC prexy; Philip 
|Reed, chairman of GE; E. J. Boos, 
|for James Shouse, president of 
| Crosley Radio; Wesley Dumm, pres- 
ident of Associated Broadcasting; 
| David Sarnoff, RCA; Walter Lem- 
jmon, Worldwide Broadcasting 
|Foundation, and James L. Fly, As- 
| sociated general counsel. 

| Present and plugging for continu- 
ation of the program was Charles 
i\Denny, Jr., FCC chairman, who 


warned that if the U.S. relin- 
quishes its shortwave channels, 
other nations will immediately 
gobble them. 

Rep. Taber’s demand that the 
program get formal approval of 


Congress was based upon a recom- 
mendation in the report of his 
committee. 

Report also commented at one 
point: “It would seem that a Gov- 
ernment-sponsored program is 
slightly out of tune with American 
| precedents and American principles, 
|and even though the news and other 
| programs are as Objective as repre- 
|sented, this committee does not feel 
that our Government should re- 
main further in the news business.” 








Memphis—Bill Trotter, commer- 
cial manager for KWEM at West 
Memphis, celebrated his 21st anni 
in radio Thursday (1). Was formerly 
with WREC here and handled broad- 
casts of orchestras, including many 
name bands, emanating from the 
Peabody hotel. 


self- | 
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rupt these little savages,” he added, 
“is not to be taken in earnest.” 

He categorically rips into all*chil- 
dren’s programming, without dis- 
tinguishing between the good and 
bad ones, and lays the blame on 
are, he said, totalling lacking in 
imagination and understanding. 

Dr. Galdston’s interchange with 





people, a minister and prominent 
figures in the moppet program field, 


was always good as headline-bait. 
“But,” it was later protested by 


some panel members and audience 
listeners, “this is intended as an 
Institute to defend radio, in particu- 
lar against tearer-downers, and we 
vehemently question the right of Dr. 
Galdston to serve on the panel. It 
makes grand newspaper copy, at 
radio’s expense, but unfortunately 


he doesn’t know or understand any- | 


thing about radio.” 


Dorothy Gordon, of the New York 
Times Youth Forums, who moder- 
ated the symposium and “booked” 
the various participants, reportedly 
acknowledged later that the choice 
of Dr. Galdston perhaps a 
wrong one in tl of con- 
structive radio criticism, but that he 
had been chosen on a recommenda- 
tion from within the industry. 


was 


ie interest 


The six-member pane! in toto was 
now allowed to finish any prepared 
speech. The panel discussion was a 
half-hour late in starting and was 
hurried along due to a_ broadcast 
commitment. 

Children Prefer Radio 

Opening the symposium was Julius 
Yourman, director of Research and 
Counseling, New York Division and 
Veterans’ Affairs. Yourmans spoke 
of the four wishes 
| security, recognition, affection 
new experience—and how 
should—but could not—fill these 
needs. He pointed ‘out that today 
50% of children polled spent as 
much time in front of a radio as at 


radio 


fs 


|a school desk. And the same chil- | 









those who produce the shows. They | 


the panel of radio producers, agency | 


of children— | 
and | 


‘Inside Stuff—Radio 


Bob Steel, who has directed the CBS soap opera, “Aunt Jenny,” for {} ‘ 
past two years, had an idea that more realism could be injected into ra 
dramatizations if the casts could more or less act out their roles, 
to each other rather than to microphones. Last week he and his e 
Hal Forey, put the idea into effect. 

They knew that experiments with lapel mikes had failed, the actors 
| got mixed up in the wires, etc. So they hung an RCA 77-D mike from a 
| boom, suspending it horizonially to get a circular pickup, about one foot 
_above the players’ heads. A small, square rug was placed on the floor 
| directly under the mike to mark “center stage.” The sound-effects mike 
| was stowed away and the sound effects were brought up behind the actors, 

Latter, with no mike to grip, faced each other naturally, When the script 
called for intimate conversation between a couple while dancing, 
couple actually danced, reading their lines over each other's shoulde: 

Last weekend, after five such airings of “Aunt Jenny,” Steel was able 
to report that his idea seemed to be working out just as he had hoped. 
| The cast was keenly interested, he said; one had remarked that it “seemed 

like the handcuffs have been taken off of us.” No added rehearsal time 


dio 
playing 
iwineer, 





the 


was required. Listeners, Steel said, had reported sensing noticeably 
greater validity in the serial’s actions. “When one of the actor called 
out from the kitchen, it actually sounded as though he were in another 
room.” Steel envisions elaborating on the idea by using several sets, each 
with an overhead mike. He’s thoroughly sold on the idea as far as it has 
gone. 

If a new show being offered around under the title of “Those Ca—razy 


Crawfords” bears any similarity to a former NBC program called “The 
Crazy Creightons,” it’s headed for trouble. Radio Writers 


Guild an- 
nounced yesterday (Tues.) that the American Arbitration Assn 


, In decid- 
ing a dispute between Priscilla Kent and NBC, had awarded Miss 


Kent 
sole ownership of the “Creightons” program, including title, format, char- 
acters, etc. 

Sidney R. Fleisher, attorney for Miss Kent, noted that Miss Ethel Owen, 
who played in “Creightons” during its 29 weeks on NBC, has a erest 
as well as a lead role in the new “Crawfords” show and informed Varirry 


that he has “served notice of court action if there will be any interfere: 
with Miss Kent’s property rights.” 

RWG feels the arbitrators’ decision in the Kent vs. NBC case 
portant because it “makes it possible for a staff writer to retain ownership 
of a title, an outline, sample scripts and character names even though the 
idea is used by the broadcasters after a freelance writer becomes 
writer.” Miss Kent had submitted the “Creightons” idea to 
then joined the net as a staff writer. 


ice 


is Ime 


staff 


NBC, 


4 
show 


As a prelude to a potential series of concerts tied in with his Saturday 
afternoon WOR (N. Y.) sustainer, “This Is Jazz," Rudi Blesh put a 
two-hour show at the Shubert, New Haven, last week. Performance was 

| under benefit auspices of The Dixwell Group to raise funds for an inter- 
racial summer camp. 

Premiere concert, which was well attended, including a hefty repre- 
sentation of Yale studes, created a favorable impression, so much so that 
house itself has indicated a possibility of repeating the attraction. Pro- 
gram, tracing history of jazz, featured Sidney Bechet, Baby Dodds, Albert 
Nicholas, Marty Marsala, James P. Johnson, Danny Barker, Pops Foster 
on instruments, and Coot Grant and Wesley (Kid Sox) Wilson, oldtime 
piano-vocal vaude team. 


Ol 


|dren prefer radio friends to actual | 


| friends. Yourman gave no solution 
| to the problem—merely pointed out 
the need for a change in children’s 
| programs. 

| Mrs. James C. Parker, vice-presi- 
}dent of the National Congress of 
Parents and Teachers and President, 
Camp Fire Girls, Inc., gave the par- 
ents’ point of view. This, inciden- 


| tally, was gained, Mrs. Parker said, | 


| by ceaseless interviews and her own 
| personal experience as a mother and 
| grandmother. She verbally lifted her 
hands in pain at horror programs 
| and those that stress crime and mys- 
tery plots. “No advertiser,” said ‘Mrs. 


Parker, “has the right to step into | 


the living room.” She pointed out 
| that the solid block of “kid stories” 
|from 5 until 7 kept Junior away 
| from the dinner table, “crouched in 
a corner listening.” According to 
Mrs. Parker, stations, and networks, 
| need not only psychologists on their 
| Svaffs, but parent advisers as well. 


Edward M. Brecher, gen. mgr. of, | 


| WQQW, Washington indie, 
|nine criticisms of “thriller 
grams.” He pointed out the fact 
that most children’s programs de- 
| pend on “alien” voices and types for 
their villains. Not only the 
, Villain either Japanese 


| man, but he a 


cited 
pro- 


is 
or 
is native,” 


speaks 


with a foreign accent, or is a differ- | 


ent color. Brecher also 
commercials were much 
|}and too emotional. 

Edgar Kobak, MBS prexy, spoke 
briefly and offered no solution— 
merely stating that he and the net- 


work were willing to listen to any 
ideas. 


said that 
too long 


The other stormy petrel of the 
symposium was Louis A. Lurie. di- 
rector, Child Guidance: assistant 
professor of psychiatry at the Med- 
ical College, Univ. of Cincinnati. 
Dr. Lurie, as a _ psychiatrist. re- 
ceived most of the barbs from the 
panel participants. His statement 
that the primary function of radio 
was entertainment and music called 
for sharp comments from the panel. 

Also on the panel.were Lou Cowan 
and Olga Druce, latter producer of | 
Mutual's “House of Mystery” show. | 
Feeling was that these “know-how” | 





. e | 
|Participants were, due to faulty 
moderating, not sufficiently project- 
ed into the discussion. 


Chicago — Local 5,000 watter, 


| WIND, owned jointly by Phil Wrig- 


ley and Ralph L. Atlass, took pos- 


session_of the Arts Club quarters on | 


the second floor of the south Wrigley 
Building May 1 and is now recon- 
verting interior for occupancy in 
| August. To spend $250,000. 


Ger- | 


| stressing what he termed the firm’s 


building on Spencer Mountain M 
jamounting to $20000 has been Mark Hopkins Hote 
awarded to Jefferson Standard | 


4 


;mitter 


NAB prexy Justin Miller has named three D.C. broadcasters to help him 
record several transcriptions dealing with the problems and achievements 
of radio. The platters, most of them talks by the NAB president, will be 
distributed to all NAB member stations for broadcast use to educate pub- 
lic on industry problems. 

Miller’s aides in the project are Merle S. Jones, general manager of 
WOL-Mutual; Richard L. Linkroum, WTOP program director: and Rob- 
| ert Morrison, head of the NBC recording division in Washington. First 


| series of the platters will be ready for distribution in the late summer 
or fall. 





A reference work of considerable interest to students of broadcasting 
has been compiled by Oscar Rose, announcer-producer in CBS’ shortwave 
| division. Titled “Radio Broadcasting and Television: An Annotated Biog- 

raphy,” the volume reviews, classifies and annotates most of the important 
writings on this field for the past 10 years. Nearly 1,000 books, articles 
and pamphlets are listed under subject headings such as publicity and 
sales promotion, careers in radio, radio announcing, writing and acting, 


| history, laws and education. Book, priced at $1.50, has just been released 
| by H. W. Wilson Co. . 





In what was probably an unprecedented gratuitous institutional plug 
On behalf of an opposition outfit, General Tire & Rubber Co. last Sunday 
| (4) took a full-page ad in 20 newspapers in 15 key cities on behalf ef 
Goodyear's ABC network show, “The Greatest Story Ever Told.” 

Main burden of text was in support of democratic principles as opposed 
| to totalitarian ideologies, pointing out, for example, that the’ Biblical 
| dramatizations “could not be broadcast in Russia.” 


RCA QUARTERLY NET | 
UP $1,519,841 OVER ’46 


RCA yesterday (Tuesday) re- 
ported net profits for the first three 
months of this year of $4,680,065, an 
increase of $1,519,841 over the same | 
period in 1946. All manufacturing | 
Plants boosted their output during | 
the first quarter, according to prexy 
David R. Sarnoff, and gross income 
rose from $48,972,924 last year to! 
$76,560,096. 

Sarnoff denied a complaint by | 
stockholders that RCA had been | 
outdistanced in technological 
achievements by its competitors, 











“undisputed leadership” in televi- 
sion. He cited the growth of video 
as a good thing for the industry, 
since a new television station in any | 
area opened an immediate demand | 
for home tele sets. | 

Charlotte Gets OK : 

Charlotte, May 6. 


_ Civilian Production Administra- | 
tion approval for construction of a| 

















DOROTHY SHAY 


Now Appearing 


Broadcasting Co. Charles Crutch- | 
field, general manager of WBT., and | 
vice-president of Jefferson. an-'| 
nounced 

Approval, said Crutchfield. is for 
a building to house the FM trans- 
for WBT. 


San Francisco 
o 


Columbia Records 
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| WCAC ZA Tie ASTONSHING CASE 
| EB or op-cun vs. aru 


; Just in ease you hadn’t given it a thought lately— homes—only in 33 selected cities. Not a scrap of selling 


I 








times are changing in the media evidence about a program’s total “‘circulation,’’ nor its total 


field. The buyer is again the buyer— market coverage; nor the size of the audience reached by 





=< iy and he’s getting tougher and tougher. its commercial advertisements! 


He’s just the same nice guy—but 
ill al But sound answers to these sound questions (and many 


more)—vital to the interest of advertisers, agencies, net- 
works, stations and talent—are ready and waiting for you 


in NIELSEN RADIO INDEX service. Consider—in sharp 


advertisers and agencies are settling 
down in the traces to sell goods— 
hard—competitively. 





; And so, to Radio—these questions (among others): contrast with the single “‘Coincidental”’ rating—the four 
; ‘ NIELSEN RADIO INDEX measurements shown by the chart: 
; 1. ‘What is the actual, verified ‘circulation’ of this program 

in which you ask me to invest my dollars?” 1. NRI ‘‘Average’’ Audience usually exceeds the correspond- 


2. “‘How many homes per radio dollar?” OG COMELECRTE PENG, 





2. NRI ‘‘Total’’ Audience is still higher—radio is given 


3. “How big is the total audience reached by a series of suc- ; “tl ; 
credit for part-time listeners (other media take similar credit). 


cessive broadcasts? Unless I know this, I can neither make 
comparisons with other media nor determine what percentage 3 


. NRI ‘Commercial’? Audience gives radio a unique advan- 
of the market for my product is adequately covered.” 


tage—there is no equivalent measurement of ‘‘Readership.” 


4. “What per cent of all radio homes is reached by my radio 


cet ‘ alg?” 4. NRI ‘“‘Cumulative’’ Audience is absolutely indispensable 
advertisements—my commercials: 


if the true size of Radio’s market coverage is to be com- 
t Now let’s stop kidding ourselves (and short-changing pared with competitive “Circulation.” 
; radio)—‘‘coincidental phone ratings’’ 


’ : These, and many other measure- 
can’t answer a single one of these 


ments, available exclusively from NRI 























tions! 
nee , service, reveal Radio’s true values. 
' ‘Why, even those who fashioned the“‘Co- Let’s stop short-changing Radio! 
incidental’’ rating never claimed more for Let’s use a rifle (and a good one) to 
it than that it was an “index of program answer these questions of Radio’s 
popularity”—measured only in phone buyers—and sellers. 
! ® COMPARE TWO KINDS OF RADIO YARDSTICKS 
(For a typical evening program) 
| NIELSEN RADIO INDEX @ COINCIDENTAL RATING . . . Limited to phone homes in 33 large cities 
A Complete Research Service , NOT A MEASURE 
7 OF AUDIENCE SIZE 











(based on accurate electronic Ee eT NEP LT == 


NIELSEN RADIO INDEX... Accurate electronic date—from homes of ali types 
recorders) which provides, on a e 


continuous basis, the vital facts AVERAGE AUL:2NCE 1 WK. 11.5 
needed in solving the problems 



























































TOTAL AUDIENCE PER BDCST. | 1 WK. 16.2 
and capitalizing the opportun- ' 
ities of programming, time buy- COMMERCIAL AUDIENCE PER BDCST. 1 WK. 14.3 
) ing and time selling of Radio. CUMULATIVE AUDIENCE (4 WEEKS) 1 WK. ate ue Lute | 26.2 
UMULATIVE COMMERCIAL 27 3 | 4 |493. 
° ’ AUDIENCE (4 WEEKS) 1 WK. wxs.|WKS.|WxKs.| 22° = 
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the agencies.” Feeling shared by 
some of the district leaders was that 
a locale like Westchester or Lake 
Placid would lend itself to a more 
constructive confab. 

Opening panel Monday (5) took 
up FM problems. Trio of FM broad- 
casters who spoke—Leonard Asch, 
of WBCA, Schenectady; John V. L. 


Hogan, of WQXQ, N. Y., and Ira 
Hirschmann, of WABF, N. Y.— 
shared belief that FM is here and 


going at last, but each sounded vari- 


ous warnings. Asch foresaw “the 
wildest scramble in broadcasting 
history” in the next three or four 


years as droves of “neophyte broad- 
casters,” 
for footholds. 
offering dishes to attract time sales,” 
Asch asserted. 

Hogan 
using shared channels had better get 
into FM because he foresaw the 
ultimate elimination of smaller sta- 
tions to make their frequencies 
available for clear channel service. 
Hirschmann advised broadcasters to 
prepare for FM’s challenge to im- 
prove programming standards and 
he called on set manufacturers, who 
“loaded up on AM and now are in 
trouble,” to grab the chance now to 
get low-priced FM sets speedily on 
the market. 

In a panel on “the music situation, 
WOR'’s (N. Y.) prexy Ted Streibert, 
chairman of the music advisory 
committee, reported that a recent 
meeting with ASCAP had discovered 
only secondary problems to be ironed 
out in connection with the proposed 
nine-year renewal of contract with 
the society at the end of 1949. Ques- 
tions of program licenses and tele- 
vision rights will be discussed fur- 
ther in another meeting between 


TEXAS NAB GROUP TO 
DRAW UP ETHICS CODE 


Houston, May 6. 


The Texas Regional Assn. of 
Broadcasters has appointed a com- 
mittee to draw up a code of ethics 
and standards for news broadcasts. 
Action was taken following the con- 
clusion of the regional convention 
of the NAB here. 

Clyde Rembert, manager of KRLD, 
was elected 13th district director of 
the NAB, replacing Martin Camp- 
bell of WFAA; Dallas. 





Continued from page 41 


both AM and FM, compete | 
“They'll probably be | 


thought AM broadcasters | 

















“HIRES TO YA‘'" 
FOR SECOND YEAR 
CBS, COAST-TO-COAST 


~ 





Dist. Meet 





ASCAP and the broadcasters May 
12-13, he said. “ASCAP is working 
with us in good faith,” Streibert de- 
clared, “and we hope to report to 
the NAB convention in September 
that the situation is” settled and 
ready for approval.” 

Car! Haverlin, new BMI president, 
and Sydney Kaye, BMI veepee and 








|} general counsel, appealed to the 
broadcasters to support their or- 
ganization. 

Show of hands by station men at- 


| tending a session with Frank Pelle- 
grin, NAB director of broadcast ad- 
vertising, indicated the majority 





favored standardization of time rates | 


eral,” and approved a definition of 
| “retail” advertising submitted by an 
| NAB committee. 


| GBS Tele 
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ming was also dictated by financial 
 rensodts. CBS officials revealed that 
}at least half of their total tele 
budget went into studio shows and, 
| with only two of them sponsored, it 
was considered unwise to bear the 
heavy costs until such time as video 
begins to show a profit. Stanton 
declined to state when studio pro- 
gramming would resume, except to 
state the concentration on “actual- 
lity” shows would be “for the time 
| being.” Until the web does resume, 
it’s believed the station (WCBS-TV) 
will get its house in order by re- 
modeling the studio and _ possibly 
throwing some of its budget .into 
new equipment. 

Station is currently programming 
only four hours of live shows week- 
ly and, if the web carries through 
on its promise to boost remotes and 
film, it’s probable that there will 
be no reduction in the total number 


of broadcast hours. Bristol-Myers 
and Gulf, sponsors of two live 
shows, along with various watch 


companies that bankrolled time sig- 
nals, have all been notified of the 
new policy. Ford and General Foods, 
who sponsor CBS telecasts of the 
Brooklyn Dodgers’ home gdmes, are 
expected to continue with their com- 
mercials. 

Belief that the CBS move might 
have serious repercussions on po- 
tential small station operators is 
based on the action of many ap- 
plicants before the color question 
was settled in March. FCC then ac- 
cepted almost as many withdrawals 
from the field of applicants as it 
received new applications, with most 
of the withdrawals declaring they 
preferred to wait for the color de- 
cision. When that came through 
with its consequent green light to 
black and white tele, all looked rosy, 
but the smalltowners now are ex- 
pected to question whether they'll 
be able to show a profit on their 
operations if a network outlet, with 
all the financial resources of the 
web behind it, is forced to drop live 
programming because of the heavy 
costs involved. 

Among those dropped from the 
payroll were some of the top pro- 
duction talent in the new industry, 
including CBS program director Ben 
Feiner, Jr., director Paul Belange: 
and set designer Jim McNaughton. 
Future plans of them all are still 
indefinite bu: all expressed hope 
they’d be able to continue in tele- 
vision. 
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KTLA Starts Regular 
Semi-Weekly Fite Tele 


Hollywood, May 6. 

Los Angeles viewers will get reg- 
ularly scheduled professional fights 
and wrestling matches on their tele- 
vision receivers under deal made 
here between Paramount’s KTLA 
and Olympic Stadium. Localites fol- 
low example set by New York oper- 
ators in latching on to the two sports 
as tops among come-ons to set buy- 
ing. Coin exchanged, if any, was not 
revealed. 

Deal went into effect 
(Tues.} with the airing of a State 
welterweight championship _ tussle 
between Carlos Chavez and Harold 


erage of the first wrestling match, 


| and thereafter both will be regularly 


scheduled for Tuesday and Wednes- 
day nights. 
Par claims it has a long-term deal, 


| but this is moot since other prospec- 











tive operators are sure to pressure 
the Stadium, among them the Los 
Angeles Times afid other radio sta- 
tions, both of which can hurt or help 
the stadium with their double-bar- 
reled coverage. Nearly all seven of 
the prospective video ops should be 
in action by next year. 
there should be considerable 
on the question of exclusives. 
Hollywood Legion Stadium, con- 
siderably smaller, also opens itself to 
bidding this week. Don Lee station, 
W6XAO, will carry one fight on a 
special event basis, but thereafter the 
Stadium is open to all comers. It’s 
possible that the Par station will also 
be in these pitching with others. 


action 




















| Tele Review 


Continued from page 46 








looking at old photo album of fam- 
ily bathing beauties. Next frame is 
a fade into an old time nickelodeon. 
Clever idea was the use of small 
studio and as the audience is watch- 
ing films in the nickelodeon, with 
actors sliding into seats and com- 
menting during the break between 
pictures. Audience comment and 
chiming in on _ vocals hypoed 
illusion. Usual slide announce- 
ments were funny, but apt to 
the times, with many chuckling 
about the “ladies, please, remove 
your hats” sign. Could be an excel- 
lent way to work in commercials. 


Kit Carson, director, did a fine job 


| of cutting the old pics and integrat- 


ing the flashbacks. Dorothy Spero 
in writing the script used fine re- 
straint in not hoking the material, 
letting the viewers make their ‘own 
comments. Screening was clear and 
prints used were very sharp. Only 
negative feature to the program was 
Garroway’s reading all the titles. 
The audience can read and his re- 
marks tended to break show pattern. 
Cemments should be kept to pic 
action and intermission. 


British Video 














tonight | 






Continued from page 3¢ 


discussed by Hazel Kenyon Markel, 
educational director, WTOP, Wash- 
ington, and Luke Roberts, educa- 
tional director, KOIN, Portland, Ore. 
Saul Carson, radio editor of the 
New Republic, was chairman. 
Formation of Radio Critics’ Circle 
was advocated by Ranson, who also 
delivere@ list of commandments 
for radio editors’ guidance. Pack 
gave forth with qualifications for 
radio editors, and Roberts charged 
some radio editors with being prima 
donnas more interested in criticiz- 
ing than analyzing. Commissioner 
Durr, in response to question from 


| chairman, indicated that “we ought 
Dade. It will be further implemented | 


to have more radio editors, so they 
can disagree with each other.” 

Franken charged publishers with 
deliberate attempt to keep down 
radio columns despite polls which 
reveal radio columns have high 
reader interest. He cited John 
Crosby’s column as good influence 
on radio criticism. 

Ladd said his responsibility is 
primarily to readers of his paper. 
Stephan said his job is to point out 
to readers what are the listenable 
programs on airlanes. “I try to be 


| moderate and honest,” he said, add- 


At that time | 


ing, “and I’m not syndicated.” He 
also described how he helped or- 
ganize strong listeners’ council in 
Cleveland. 


Highlight situation on radio pages 
could be improved, Ferris asserted, 
pointing out that editors had tend- 
ency to list same old features, ignor- 
ing many new, deserving programs. 
He also thought radio eds should be 
slapping comics for their off-color 
gags. 

Wauhillau LaHay, radio pub head 
of N. W. Ayer, speaking from audi- 
ence and directing her remarks at 
Stephan, said she regarded out of 
town eds as important as New York 
scriveners. She also cuffed around 
certain New York fourth-estaters 
for “chic, effete” critcism. 


| Labor Slighted 


radio delegate, immediately asked if 
Mutual was planning to provide 
weekly time to labor. Kobak an- 
swered that it was not up to him 
alone to answer that question. 

Mark Haas, of WJR, Detroit, as- 
serted local businessmen refused to 
go on the air with labor leaders be- 
cause they immediately were “vili- 
fied.” Carey answered that respon- 
sible business spokesmen were be- 
coming inarticulate and leaving it 
to their lawyers. 

Johnny Johnstone, of the NAM, 
contested facts with Carey, asserting 
he personally had supplied speakers 
for a Town Hall program. Carey 
pointed out that the last such pro- 
gram with an NAM man on the air 
was last June, in which he partici- 
pated. 
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since the stations are being built on 
very high ground, this is practically 
impossible. . 

Understood that it is imperative 
that the relay stations should be 
visible one from the other. It’s be- 
cause of this that the White Horse 
Hill relay is a key link since a large 
television broadcast station is sched- 
uled to be built at Bristol. Objec- 
tions from country lovers are being 
met in advance by taking every pre- 
caution to disguise eyesores. If 
White Horse Hill could not be used 
it would be necessary to build sev- 
eral more relay stations. 


The ultimate plan is to have a 
series of rebroadcasting stations like 
those proposed for Birmingham and 
Bristol with intermediary hilltop re- 
lays. In less than three years Brit- 
ain hopes to become the only coun- 
try in the world with a nationwide 
visual broadcasting system. 


Arrangements have been made, 
when experimental stage is com- 
pleted, for neat oblong brick and 
tile buildings to be shrouded in 
groves of spruce trees to prévent 
interference with the English coun- 
tryside. So considerate is the gov- 
ernment of the possible objections of 
country lovers that the insulators on 
the aerials are to be colored green. 
The screens of spruce trees will be 
planted on three sides with the open 
side facing the station which is re- 
ceiving or passing on the broadcast 
from London. 

The three experimental stations 
between London and Bristol are for 
the present to be housed in Nissen 
huts with power supplied by baby- 
car engines, 
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Writers Strike 


Continued from page’’ 35 


the networks and the Radio Writers 
Guiid in connection with the free- 
lance jurisdiction issue are as fol- 
lows: 

For the Radio Writers Guild: 

Peter Lyons, Roy Langham, Har- 
old Gray, Sidney Fleischer, Elaine 
Sterne Carrington, Welbourne Kelly, 
Robert Newman, Julian Funt, Dave 
Driscoll, Stuart Hawkins, Robert 
Santinella. 

For ABC: 

Robert Kintner, Joseph A. McDon- 
ald, John C, Turner, Helen Guy. 

For CBS: 

Frank White, I. S. Becker, Howard 
Housman, Robert J. Landry, Henry 
Howard. 

For Mutual: 

Phillips Carlin, Leo Lauterstein, 
H. L. Fishel. 

For NBC: 

Frank Mullen, Clarence Menser, 
John H. MacDonald, Richard Mc- 
Donough, Edmund Souhami, Ernest 
de la Ossa. 

















Pittsburgh—WCAE’s newest an- 
nouncers, Charlie Nuzum and Ray 
Scott, have already landed a com- 
mercial, It’s a five-times weekly 
7 p.m. platter show called “Win, 
Place and Show.” Phil Cavezza’s 
crew has been taken on as the staff 
band at new McKeesport station, 
WMCK. Cavezza is also at William 
Penn Tavern for the summer. Paul 
Long, at KDKA, being bankrolled 
by Studebaker for newscasts every 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at 





Coloratura Cutie Wins 
Video Pact in First Tele 
KTLA Aud Participation 


; Hollywood, May 6. 

First known tele contest in which 
winner was selected by home view. 
ers was given here Thursday (1) on 
Paramount’s KTLA. “Miss Valley 
Television” was chosen by viewers 
who submitted selections via phone 
from among 10 Participating cuties. 
The winner, 24-year-old Gina Lotita 
of North Hollywood, coloratura, will” 
be contracted for regular 
ances on the station’s 
variety show. 

The contest was worked in con- 
junction with a newspaper, the Val- 
ley Times, which conducted the elim. 
inations. Only viewers who regula} ly 
receive KTLA’s weekly mailed pro- 
gram were eligible to vote to elim- 
inate family and friend frauds to 
hypo scores. 


| JWT Script Hunt | 


ene 
|shows, but the agency so far is able 
{to plan only four weeks in advance. 
|Ed Rice, JWT staffer and head 
|writer on the show, is leading the 
search for new scripts. 

Teeoff show tonight will be 
‘Double Door,” penned By Elizabeth 
McFadden and adapted for video by 


appear- 
once-weekly 
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Rice. Show played on Broadway 
several years ago. Featured in the 
cast are Eleanor Wilson, last on 


Broadway in “The Eagle Has Two 
Heads,” and Romola Robb, currently 
playing the nurse role in the Broad- 
way production of “Harvey.” Live 
commercials will plug MacLaren’s 
Imperial Cheese. 

Kraft has picked up the 7:30-8:30 
Wednesday night slot on WNBT so 
as not to conflict with its “Kraft 
Music Hall,” radio show currently 
aired over the NBC web. Firm has 
taken an option on the~- Thursday 
night 9-10 slot, however, and may 
eventually stage its tele and radio 
shows opposite each other. 





San Antonio—A five day, 40-hour 
week has been adopted by all KABC 
office employees, according to an 
announcement made here by Charles 
W. Balthrope, station manager. 
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Making the best 
even 
better! 














NOW — 


along with 
“The Texas Rangers” 


A sure-fire give-away or 
self-liquidating offer! At- 
tractive 48-pages of Original 
Songs The Texas Rangers 
Sing and scrap-book album. 
Provided sponsors of “The 
Texas Rangers” at cost! 


Write for full details. 


The Texas Rangers 


AN ARTHUR B. CHURCH 
PRODUCTION 
PICKWICK HOTEL, KANSAS CITY 6, MO. 





6:05. 
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RADIO REVIEWS 


VARIETY 








DIO GNE 
tider the Volcano”) 
ith Everett Sloane, Anne Burr, 

Joe DiSantis, Hedley Rainnie, 
Juano Hernandez. 

riter: Malcolm Lowry 
dapters: Fletcher Markle, Gerald 

Noxon 
irector: Markle 
Bipervisor Robert J. Landry 

usical Director: Alexander Semm- 

ler 

0 Mins., Tues., 9:30 p.m. 
ustaining 

CBS-CBS, N. Y. 

For some years CBS has been 
coping with the problem of how 
best to compete against the two top- 

ated shows in radio, Fibber & 

olly and Bob Hope in the 9:30- 
tg Tuesday night stretch on NBC. 

ill Paley’s sales boys have virtu- 
ally resigned themselves to the 
awareness that, so long as the Fib- 
ber-Hope combo remains in the 
ublic favor, any sponsorship nib- 
sles for the Tuesday hour are pretty 
much out of the question. That's 
why the CBS 60-minute period has 
become a favorite st'staining stamp- 
ing ground for the networks’ pro- 
gramming dept. 

They’ve now hit on an idea that 
may eventually pay off, certainly in 
eg pe and (of.more importance 
o the web since it’s already loaded 
ges with prestige programming), 
n audiences. For its new hour-long 
series of 60-minute dramatic series, 
the network has imported Canada’s 
25-year-old Fletcher Markle, who, 
as writer-actor-director-producer in 
his Canadian broadcasting ventures, 
has already been likened somewhat 
to Orson Welles. (The pair, inci- 
dentally, teamed up last summer on 
Welles’ Pabst commercial series on 
CBS). 

Apparently not for nothing has the 
Welles-Markle comparison cropped 

p, for when it comes to unorthodox 
echniques, young-Markle can vir- 
tually throw the book at his audi- 
ence. Which is just what he at- 
tempted on the premiere of the new 
“Studio One” series’ last Tuesday 
(29), when Markle teed off with his 
wn (and Gerald Noxon’s) adapta- 
ee of Malcolm Lowry’s novel, “Un- 
der the Volcano.” (Also slotted in 
{hus far are such items as “Topaze,” 
“Craig’s Wife,” “Great Gatsby,” etc., 
with CBS hoping that eventually a 
repertory group may emerge from 
the series.) 

Not for Markle 
dramatic format. But let him sink 
his teeth into such assorted tech- 
niques as the flashback, the sub- 
conscious, the elements of “realism” 
as horse-hooves beat a staccatoed 
accompaniment to a lovers’ conver- 
gation, the early morning crowing 
of the roosters, the thunder and 
lightning as background to heighten 
the suspense of fascist intrigue in 
Mexico, the constant segue from one 

cene to another with almost film- 
Tike rapidity—these are Markle 
tamps out of his Canadian portfolio. 

In terms, at least, of “Volcano,” 
= of it was distracting. Per- 

aps the story itself—of love and 


is the straight 


espair with its psychopathic over- 
one—would have emerged more ef- 
ectively from a simpler pattern of 
presentation. At least it would have 
ermitted for a greater understand- 
ng and sympathy for Lowry’s ill- 
ated lovers. Markle had the un- 
appy faculty of lifting the curtain 
on the machinations and inner 
forces that formulated his characters 
without disclosing the reasons why 
r the contributory factors, or even 
inting provocatively. Too often 
e listener got the +r; that 
arkle himself didn’t have a com- 
ne understanding of what made 

is hero run. 
Markle’s technique likewise raises 
the question whether’ constant 
hanges in scene, while they may 
ive greater scope to the dramatist, 
ave the effect of producing choppy, 
isconnected continuity in radio. In 
tilizing the technique borrowed 
rom pix, Markle perhaps hasn't 
weighed the particular limitations of 
adio which won’t permit for the 
id of the visual faculties. Too, the 
eed to telescope a story within the 
0-minute or hour-long framework 
an make multiple scenes an added 
ncumbrance. ; 
The acting was uniformly good, 
articularly that of Everett Sloane 
nd Anne Burr in the lead —_ 
ose. 


_ 


eS Ee ee 
ith John Daly, Frank Schuler, 
Gordon’ Bowles, 


.Robert Peel, 

Marion Mitchell 

roducer: Wells Church 

© Mins.; Saturday (3), 7 p.m. 
ustaining 

CBS-CBS, N.Y. 

Although not up to the standards 
f the best documentary shows 
ired over CBS in the past, this 
rogram was nonetheless an inter- 

ting and instructive job of re- 
portage on modern-day Japan. Pro- 
— was timed for the day that 
apan’s new constitution went into 
effect and the talk chiefly centered 
e@round the people’s fitness to live 
under a democratic government. 

Best parts of the show originated 
in Japan from where CBS Tokyo 
éorrespondent Bill Costello was 
¢alled in for an eye-witness account 
f the popular reaction to the event. 
e reported general apathy with 
r greater crowds present at the 
ay day celebration a few days 
earlier than at the formal cere- 
monies marking constitution day. 


The subject naturally was radio. 


Edwin James, of Broadcasting. 


writers.” 
ance to fellow-men merely said, “It 


Occasionally, Albert Warner, the 


Larry Spivak, a _ non-radio 


usually referred to as mike fright. 
words necessary for a question. 


answers right back. 


ducers requested that no applause 
forth-banter. 


Meet the (Trade) Press’ 


The men who write about, and often tell broadcasters how to run 
radio, reversed the procedure last Friday (2) and appeared behind 
the mike on Mutual’s “Meet the Press” program aired from Columbus, 
in connection with the Ohio State Institute for Radio. 


The man on the “spot” was Clif- 


ford J. Durr, FCC Commissioner, tabbed by the radio trade scribes 
as the Oliver Wendell Holmes of the Commission, 
Press” question tossers were Lawrence Spivak, of the American Mer- 
cury; George Rosen, of Variety; Jerry Franken, of Billboard, and 


The “Meet the 


This reviewer believes he is capable of writing his own review. 
Nevertheless it is editorial courtesy to quote others at times. A Colum- 
bus newspaper story said: the program lacked its usual “fire.” <A 
visiting newspaperman said, “They should have stuck to their type- 
A veteran broadcaster known industry-wide for his toler- 


wasn't too bad.” 


Big error of the panel was to hit Commissioner Durr on the Blue 
Book and other FCC vs. Broadcasters problems. 
the broadcast said, “It should be of 
engineers standing by at radio stations taking this program.” 


As one guest at 
interest to platter turners and 


moderator, tried to break up the 


discussioi by injecting such questions as freedom of editorial policies 
for radio stations, allowing atheists and communists on the air, and 
writer 
jazz music off WNYC. But Mr. Durr answered all questions, and even 
talked about the Mayflower decision in making his point, which must 
have further confused a few million listeners, who might wonder if 
our Pilgrim fathers were involved in radio troubles back in those days. 

The veteran trade press writers showed some signs of nervousness 
They also had a tendency to make 
short oratorical pronouncements before iaunching the three or four 


asked about LaGuardia tossing 


Mr. Durr proved to be a nimble-witted and fast retorter, and tossed 
In fact, at the hands of radio’s severest critics 
and best friends—the radio editors—he fared much better than other 
guests who faced previous “Meet the Press” pariels. 

Because the broadcast was staged in a ballroom before the large 
Ohio State radio audience, rather than in a studio, the program pro- 


mar the 30 minutes of back-and- 


It was a gratuitous remark. 
Mutual programmers who handle “Meet the Press” are not dis- 
couraged. The program will continue as a co-op. 
that most of the local co-op sponsors of “Meet the Press” are news- 
papers, the Ohio State showing by the radio minions of the press 
itself is not considered too serious a handicap for expanded sales. 


In view of the fact 


Edko. 


*Edgar Kobak, President, Mutual Broadcasting System. 








BIRTHDAY JAMBOREE 

With Percy Faith, orch (40); Glebe 
Collegiate Lyres Club (50) under 
Robert McGregor; Dave Davies, 
Dorothy Alt, Gordon Sinclair, J. 
Eugene Kash, Tommy Gorman, 
King Clancy, Dr. Fred Howse, 
Mayor Stanley Lewis, Michael 
Hopkins, announcer 
Producer-Writer: Britain Hodgkin- 


son . 
90 Min.; 8:30 p.m., Sat. (3) 
Sustaining 
CFRA, Ottawa 

CFRA, newest Ottawa __ indie, 


preemed Saturday (3) to give the 
capital area four stations, three indie 
and a CBC outlet. Intro show ran 
90 minutes with the first 30 local 
only, second half-hour on CBC's 
major web, Trans-Canada, and clos- 
ing 30 local again to air station's 
giveaways to the studio audience. 
Auditorium, big sports center of 
Ottawa where CFRA has studios 
under the rush-end séats, raftered 
with 10,000 overflow audience. 


First hour was boff radio. With 
Percy Faith batoning and an okay 
juve choral group, music had to click. 
Production was smooth all the way, 
staffers and stars working together 
and separately nicely. Program 
was well balanced to keep it alive 
through long air time and hand all 
types of dialers something to twist 
for. 

“Birthday Jamboree” teed off with 
orch doing typical Faith arrange- 
ment of “S’Wonderful.” Dave 
Davies, who worked with Faith be- 
fore he went to the U. S. and the 
Contented Hour, did an okay come- 
back from air force stint and BBC 
airings with neat handling of “Mam- 
selle.” Looker-canary Dorothy Alt, 
from “Latin American Serenade,” 
worked superbly with the maestro in 
“This is the Night.” Glebe Lyres 
handling of novelty “Home Town 
Band” was smart and modern. 


Web period opened with Faith 
and orch in “Oya Negra,” followed 
by Davies doing “Linda” in his Rus- 
sell-like voice. Serious note was 
violin solo, “Caprice Vennois,” fine 
bowing by top Canadian fiddler, J. 
Eugene Kash. Miss Alt soloed with 
“Sentimental Reasons” and teamed 
with Davies on “Anniversary Song.” 
The Lyres were =, on “Madame 
Jeanette” to close. Talks included 
Gordon Sinclair’s doubtful-taste dis- 
course on big snakes eating little 
snakes, and crosstalk session be- 
tween Tommy Gorman and King 
Clancy. Station’s owner, Frank 
Ryan, walked*on and off through- 
out 90 minutes. 

CFRA’s preem show was some- 
thing few Canadian indies ever got 
and ought to set the station up 
wherever it reaches as fave dialing. 
Before airer closed, phone calls were 
coming in from many USA points as 
well as Canadian speaker-seekers 
with kudos and requests. Gorm, 





were some recorded street inter- 
views with ‘apan’s man-on-the- 
street made by Norman Corwin on 
his recent world tour. 


Rest of the program was devoted 
to talks by Frank Schuler, from the 
State department’s Office of Inter- 
cultural Affairs; Gordon Bowles, 
Harvard anthropology professor; 
Robert Peel, former Tokyo corre- 


Monitor, and Mrs. Marion Mitchell, 
former WAC captain attached to oc- 
cupation headquarters in Tokyo. 





Also integrated into the broadcast 


Taik was well-informed but pre- 
sented without dramatic force. 
Herm. 


spondent for the Christian Science |M 


THE KINGDONS e 
With Dr. Frank Kingdon, Marcella 

Markham Kingdon; announcer, 

Murray Jordan 
Producer: Clifford Evans 
25 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 1:05 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WLIB, N. Y. ; 

Dr. Frank Kingdon, the ex-univer- 
sity prexy-liberal news commentator 
who has shifted in the past year from 
WMCA to WOR to WINS, has now 
teamed with his~actress-wife, Mar- 
cella Markham, lately seen in the 
Broadway production of “The Ice- 


+ man Cometh,” to form radio’s newest 


Mr. and Mrs. combo, Unlike N. Y.’s 
three other husband-wife shows (the 
Fitzgeralds, the Kollmars and the 
McCrarys) who chatter over the 
breakfast table, the Kingdons have 
chosen to gab over their noonday 
edition of The Post (which owns 
WLIB). The result, regrettably, is 
not a happy one, judged by the 
preem airing Monday (5). 

Instead of “informal conversations 
about events of the day and the peo- 
ple who create them; discussions 
about the theatre, the arts, sports and 
fashions,” as promised in advance 
notices, the initial stanza turned out 
to be almost wholly devoted to Dr. 
Kingdon’s considered judgments of 
variéus world and national affairs. 
This is not to say that his comments 
are not intelligent and worth airing 
—but he has a daily WINS show on 
which to say these things. Nor does 
this mean the Kingdons’ new show 
couldn’t be one of the best of its 
kind. But it needs to unbend and 
to delve into more mundane, even 
trivial, but less ponderous topics. And 
Miss Markham, who has a charming 
voice, should get to use it more. 

Guest personalities the Kingdons 
omer to have on the stanza no doubt 
will perk it. Show teed off without 
sponsors but station hopes to ink 
some on a participation basis. 

Doan, 


ROBERT Q. LEWIS LITTLE SHOW 
With Billy Williams, Florence Rob- 
inson, Jackson Beck, William 

Keene, Milton Kaye Orch. 
Producer-Director: Ace Ochs 
Writers: Aaron Rubin, Doc and Dan 

Simon. 

Sustaining 
15 Mins.; Sat., 7:30 p.m. 
WCBS-CBS, N. Y. 

Robert Q. Lewis, former WHN 
disk-jockey, in a 15-minute session of 
comedy introduces one of the new 
fresh notes in radio. The Lewis 
stanza proceeds on the assumption 
that after more than 20 years as a 
major source of entertainment, radio 
should by now be above the adoles- 
cent level. The humor is intelligent 
and has an adult viewpoint and 
knows how to satirize existing insti- 
tutions in radio and other fields with- 
out being snide or offensive. 

Lewis managed to do a lot of rib- 
bing in the 15-minute span. In the 
cinema fields, he kids pictures and 
critics alike with picture critiques by 
purported ushers. The 11th song in 
the Hit Parade is given a degree of 
anonymity after its slough off on the 
Lucky Strike show. Guest stars, 
sports programs and even a spoof of 
radio listeners are included. 

Show eschews studio audiences 
probably on the assumption that an 
intelligent listener will know when 
to laugh without prompting from 
anyone on the inside. The Henry 

organ show once tried that for one 
week and then readmitted crowds. 

Lewis, an experienced mike hand, 
has a sapient delivery and is discern- 
ing in the selection of his material. 
A large cast ably abets his cause. 





Jose. 


-|Various moods 





Ponsurs TO HAPPINESS 


With Fredric March, Florence El- 
dridge, Lenka Peterson, Michael 
Fitzmaurice, Floyd Buckley, Ann 
Seymour, Alice Yourman, Eawin 
Bruce; Cy Harrice, announcer, 

Producer: Lester Vail 

Writer: Eleanor Abbey 

15 Mins.; Mon, through Thurs. (5-8), 
3:45 p.m. 

ENTERTAINMENT UNIONS 

WJZ-ABC, N. . # 

(Furman & Feiner) 

If daytime serials can sell soap 
to the American housewife, then 
thev should be able to sell a more 
abstract commodity like the prin- 
ciples of trade unionism. So rea- 
soned a group of bright boys at- 
tached to the American Federation 
of Labor, and the result is this 
crackerjack four-episode serial 
penned by that vet weep-while- 
you-sweep scripter, Eleanor Abbey. 
Where this experiment in selling 
ideas will lead to, nobody can fore- 
tell; but if daytime serials become 
the new battleground for political 
and economic tendencies, then soap 
operas are at least in for a change 
of name and radical departure in 
criticism. 

In order not to scare off any 
prospective dialers by any jarring 
surface innovations, this serial is 
projected as a perfect replica of a 
typical afternoon ‘women’s program. 
Identity is established all along the 
line from the mellifiously-intoned 
commercials through the sentimen- 
tal musical bridges to that caramel, 
so-true-to-life flavor in the unfold- 
ing incident. But beneath the fa- 
miliar candied coating, there lies 
the stick of intellectual dynamite 
wanting to pop off in the listener’s 
mind. 

“Pursuit to Happiness” tells the 
story of an average American 
working man with a family who is 
caught in the scissors of a rising 
price level and a static paycheck. 
Behind his attempt through his 
trade union to get a raise, the serial 
shows the personal anxieties and 
the rising line of pressure forcing 
him to drastic action. In the offing, 
after the initial episode (5) lies the 
alternative of a peaceful solution 
through the intervention of an en- 
lightened employer or a strike call. 
Whatever the outcome, the point of 
the serial has already been driven 
home by the eloquent plea made 
in defense of strikes when neces- 
sary. 

The plugs at either end are short 
and simple, hitting hard at the an- 
ti-labor legislation now pending in 
Congress and pointing out the stake 
of the housewife in an anti-labor 
victory. Presented under auspices 
of the Entertainment Unions Com- 
mittee, the program was lucky in 
being able to draw upon the super- 
lative talents of Fredric March and 
Florence Eldridge for the lead roles 
and equally skilled hands for the 


production end. All in all, it’s a 
show that equals in every detail 
the finesse of the typical soap 


opera and far surpasses them in its 
coming to grips with meaningful 
reality. Herm. 





MUSIC FOR AN HOUR 
With Sylvan Levin and orch, Vir- 
ginia Oswald, Robert Trevizian, 

Julius Schulman; Bill Berns, 

emcee-announcer 
Producer: Keyes Perrin 
Writer: Bob Simon 
45 Mins.; Sun. (4), 1.15 p.m. 
WOR-MUTUAL, N. Y. 

This is a very pleasant Sabbath 
afternoon program, presenting vari- 
ety in its range of music from “pop- 
era” to opera, and in its types of 
‘participants. Program is in excel- 
lent taste for the day, and melo- 
dious and appealing as well. It’s 
characterized by a lack of formal- 
ity and a general family appeal. 
Program goes from 45 minutes to 
an hour in two weeks. 

Emceeing by Bill Berns, erst- 
while disk jockey, is in keeping, his 
informal style of delivery Eolne 
fresh and engaging, and his ex- 
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Red Barber, on the basis of his 
Standin showing Sunday night (5) 
on “Take It or Leave It,” looks a 
likely candidate to succeed Phil 
Baker when latter goes off as quize 
master of Eversharp stanza. (Sey. 
eral others are being auditioned.) 
The CBS sports director’s technique 
is to put participants at their ease 
kidding them along with adept but 


gentle quips: His ready chatter, 
born of long sportscasting, carried 
the show along smoothly, his South. 
ern accent and manner 


reminding 
a listener somewhat of Kay Kyser’s 
It's far removed from the Baker 
routine, and “Take It” could do a 
lot worse than taking Barber. 

As fun-punched a guest treat as 
Fred Allen’s listeners have had this 
year was served up Sunday night 
(4) when George Jessel visited the 
Alley on his way to toastmaster a 
showbiz dinner honoring Sophie 
Tucker in N. Y. Jessel made out that 
he was getting $400 for this after- 
dinner job—and he could do one just 
like it for Allen; he had cheaper rates 
of course, scaled down to $10, “where 


I bring my own dinner and don't 
say a word—just glare at you.” But 
what he really came to see Allen 
about, he said, was to get him to star 
in a new film called “The Late 


George Jessel,” a sequel to “Apley.” 
Allen would play the title role, Jessel 
himself would do some bit parts, “to 
save money,” They ran through the 
plot, Jessel turning up successively 
as Irving Berlin, Eddie Cantor. Al 
Jolson, and finally as Allen’s voice, 
Singing “just like Jolson did for 
Larry Parks.” Jessel wound up de- 
ciding only Jessel could play Jessel, 
Allen was miffed again. 





CBS’ Norman Corwin, whose latest 
collection of radio dramas has just 
been published under the title of one 
of them, “Untitled,” was the writer 
facing the crix on WQXR’s (N, Y.) 
“Author Meets Critics’ session last 
Thursday (1). Crix were Eugene 
O’Neill, Jr., Greek prof at Yale, who 
defended rather than attacked Cor- 
win’s works, and John Gassner, dra- 
matics prof at N. Y. U., who thought 
Corwin’s rhetoric both very good and 
very bad. The session held promise, 
but failed to keep it, never getting 
far beyond a rather deadly technical 
(for the average listener) and seem- 
|ingly unimportant (to the ditto) 
brace of quibbles over Corwin’s rhet- 
lorie and Corwin’s characters (are 
they actual or are they “poster char- 
| acters”), 
| One breath of fresh air in an other- 
wise stale stanza was Gassner’s quot- 
ing (or rather reading) of a passage 
from Corwin’s work...“There will 
be a time later when the horsemen 
of the Apocalypse ride in from the 
quadrants of the earth...And pull up 
by a misty woods back of an old bat- 
tleground; And the one whose name 
is Conquest will dismount, and he 
will break his bow under his knee 
and trample it; He will wipe blood 
from both hands on the hide of his 
snow-white horse, and turn, and fad 
into the mists...” Gassner wondere 
where Corwin got the horseman 
named Conquest, since he’s not really 
one of the original four, etc. Corwin 
chuckled, “I can’t see what difference 
it makes. Let’s say I have a new 
horse in the race.” 








I PAVE SEEN THE CHILDREN 
With Martha Scott, Lee Grant, Ron- 
nie Liss, Michael Artist, - Judith 


Lockser, Brina Raeburn, Paul 
Mann, Bill Griffis, Bernard Leu- 
row 


Writer: Morton Wishengrad 
Director: Anton M. Leader 
Producer: Milton Krents 


planation of numbers played or4 Music: Viadimir Selinsky 


artists performing being simple and 
not pedantic. He talks too fast, at 
times, and indistinctly, but these can 
be corrected, 
_Sylvan Levin, WOR, N. Y.’s mu- 
sical director, has a well-balanced 
orchestra that sounds full and ample 
and is certainly well-trained. Mu- 
sical arrangements, especially the 
purely orchestral ones, are very 
good. Levin himself had something 
of a fleld-day on the program’s 
Opener Sunday (4), seguing from 
conductor’s stand to keyboard, his 
piano work in the “Anniversary 
Song being especially tricky and 
intriguing, 
s Program ran from “Brigadoon” to 
La Boheme.” Virginia Oswald, so- 
prano of the first named Broadway 
musical, showed an excellent voice 
as well as versatility, singing 
‘Almost Like Being in Love” from 
Brigadoon” and “Depuis le Jour” 
from ‘Louise.’ Robert Trevizian 
was an impressive tenor in “Celeste 
Aida and_in the program’s close 
with Miss Oswald, the “La Boheme” 
duet finale. Julius Schulman was 
impressive in violin solos, 
.Program’s novelty, an orchestral 
piece called “The Bridgework Suite,” 
consisting of a collection of musical 
bridges” used in radio to describe 
i and ideas linking 
various phases of dramatic programs 
together, was too long-drawn aqut to 


be completely effective. But it was 
interesting, with Levin's keyboard 
work again a standout. Bron. 


30 Mins.; Tues, (29), 9:30 p.m, 
Sustaining 
WQXR, N. Y. 

is one-shot dramat was based 
on a N. Y. Times article, “Children 
Who Have Seen No Childhood,” by 
Gertrude Samuels, member of the 
Times’ Sunday staff, and was aired 
as an assist to the current fund- 
raising campaign of the U. S. Com- 
mittee for the Care of European 
Children. It told of the screenin 
of displaced children—orphans 0! 
concentration camps, slave labor 
forces and the ghetto—and the voy- 
age to America of 86 of these chil- 
dren, 3% to 18 years of age, to be 
placed in U. S. homes. 

As aired, the story had an ex- 
tremely heart-touching appeal. Legit 
actress Martha Scott, in the role 0 
Miss Samuels, handled the narration 
with skill becoming her talent and 
with considerable feeling. Actin 
of those carrying the children’s role 
was poignant throughout, and there 
were a number of moving moments, 
as when the children sang the Ghet- 
to song and when, later, they revels 
entiy sang “You Are My Sunshine. 
At the stanza’s windup, Miss Scott, 
speaking “as a mother and not as 
an actress,” made a straight appea 
to listeners for support of the refu- 
gee children’s fund, 

Production had minor flaws—somé 
of the children’s lines were difficult 
to catch and several musical bridges 
almost drowned Miss Scott's voice— 
but the overall effect was profes 
sional and persuasive. Doak. 
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Too Many Names, Too Few Spots, Too 
Much $ Augur Coast Summer Chill 


Hollywood, May 6. 

Coast band-bookers are glancing 
summer-ward apprehensively. No 
matter how roseate-hued are the 
goggles they affect, available one- 
niters and locations are down near- 
ly 50% from last season, and accord- 
ing to present indications, July and 
August will find this region too-well 
dotted with name crews. And the 
scramble to date them in this area 
waxes hot. 

Scheduled into this territory dur- 
ing hot months are Duke Ellington, 

‘ ‘ ray, rankie Carle, - 
= nig a peg cee o— Laverock, who has been in concert 
sey, Gene Krupa, Count Basie, Del | business for 25 years, but former 
Courtney and Raymond Scott, | has refused, Saying that “a sane and 
among others. Jack Archer, William sensible policy be followed in the 
Morris’ local booker, who has been question of Sunday observance.” _ 
restlessly trying to set skeds for To add salt to Miss Laverock’s 
Ellington, Courtney and Scott, over possible wounds, she lost money on 
weekend learned from homeoffice | >Tiging the 90-piece orchestra to 
that Count Basie is being sent here | *e city. Date was at the Orpheum, 
in June and Hal McIntyre in July, 2,200-seat pix house, and went in the 
to tighten situation further. hole to the tune of 2Gs. 

Fact that many locations here- 
abouts cannot reach decisions on fu- 
ture policies hampers bookings con- 
siderably. Palladium, where Pastor 
is current, is set solidly deep into 
October, with Krupa, Carle and J. 
Dorsey following in order. T. Dor- 
sey starts his Casino Gardens on 
full-week policy again on May 16 
with own orchestra, and plans to 
hold four months, which erases that 
pooking for other outfits. Aragon, 
where Alvino Rey presently is 
niched, plans to keep crew there 
indefinitely, or at least isn’t very 
interested in a follow-up. booking. 





Sabbath Laws Threaten 
Promoter of Symph Dates 


Vancouver, May 6. 

Lily J. Laverock, local impre- 
sario who presented Dmitri Mitro- 
poulos and Minneapolis Symphony 
Orchestra here Easter 
still waiting to find out whether the 
law is going to bring her to trial for 
violating the Lord’s Day Act. 

Local prosecutor asked Attorney- 
General for fiat to prosecute Miss 











Musicraft Warned 
To Pay Royalties 


Harry Fox, agent and trustee for 
most music publishers in mechanical 
and synchronization matters, has ad- 
vised Musicraft Records that its pay- 
ment of royalties for the first quar- 
ter of this year must be made by 
May 15 or action will be taken to 
(Continued on page 63) collect. Fox gave Musicraft a brief 

respite from the May 1 date the 
payment was due, upon the com- 
pany’s request for the delay, but 
appended the May 15 deadline at 
the same time. There is some $20,- 


Spitalny in Vogt 
000 involved, 
Musicraft, meanwhile, still has 
ea & ra] PS er not resolved its financial and execu- 
. _ tive situation. It is still endeavoring 


to solidify the reorganization deal 














* ; set up and okayed by stockholders | 
Ad 1 asters | weeks back. And it is still trying , 
| desperately to secure someone with 


knowledge enough of the disk busi- 

Phil Spitalny severed recording 
connections with Vogue Records last 
week and, in lieu of coin owed him | been in for months. Stories that 
by the company in unpaid guaran- | Herb Gordon and Jack Meyerson, of 
tees and royalties, accepted Owner- | World Transcriptions, were dicker- 
ship of all 13 masters he had pre- | ing to take over the firm are untrue. 
viously made with his Hour of | Gordon has a contract with World 
Charm all-girl orchestra. His con- | until February, 1949, and never con- 
tract with Vogue still had approxi- | sidered the deal. 
mately one year to run. | As for Eli Oberstein, head of RCA- 

Spitalny isn't yet certain what he | Victor artists and repertoire, he was 
will do with the masters he took | approached with a proposiition as 
over. He has been discussing a/|far back as last January and a 
deal with another disker to press | couple times thereafter, but each 
and distribute disks, but may go | time turned down a deal. 
into the disk business himself, at | 
least to the extent of having press- 
ings made by an indie factory with 
district through other channels. 
Eight of the 13 masters have never 
been marketed. 

Included in the deal Spitalny_ “ 
made with Vogue to sever relations Staff Curtailments 
was an agreement that Vogue would 
recall all pressings of his band from | AS part of the general Loew- 
dealer counters. These are to be | Metro readjustment, the affiliated 
destroyed. Presumably, this is to | Robbins-Feist-Miller music interests 
ceed yo yy tty = | are undergoing personnel shifts and 
another company or puts out his letouts claimed the firms have been 


Own disks. | overstaffed. Pete 


‘ | Woolery is one casualty, meaning 
WILL OSBORNE DROPS , that Bernie Prager, who headed the 
BRITISH VAUDE TOUR ine over more directly on _ sales. 
Hollywood, May 6. Woolery was brought in from Chi- 
Will Osborne has sloughed his ¢#80 when Ed McCauley was given 
plan to go to Britain this month, | a less active spot in the educational- 
along with an American arranger, | standards field, because of a heart 
for an English band and troupe attack. 
vaude houses. Batoneer’s manager,| Abe Olman, g.m. of the Big Three, 
Eddie Sherman, who returned here has also displaced others in the pro- 
last week from a London trek, | fessional department. Al Brackman 
brought back a final “no” on the! shifted to Mills Music; Phil Korn- 
pitch, after a talk with officials of | heiser, who handled the standard re- 
the British Musicians’ Union. 
Several months ago, via corre- 
Spondence, Osborne got an okay on 
the stunt, after he pointed out that | normal professional plug, self-con- 
he was a Canadian and still a mem- | tained under the respective prof. 
ber of the north-of-the-border mgrs. Olman, incidentally, is com- 





Woolery, Kornheiser 
Out in Metro-Robbins 





Salesmanager 





union, albeit he has worked in the | mitted to the idea that “the stand- | 


- S. for nearly two decades. That | ards must be dead” before they can 
got him a tentative nod from Eng- be successfully revived. If still 
lish union, which ysually 
Yank windjammers in retaliation |ng. He points to his own “Oh 
for James C. Petrillo’s nix on Brit- | Johnny,” a 1916 copyright, which 
ish bands coming here. leven his daughter didnt know was 

Sherman was told in London that | written by him ‘Olman is also a 
a deal is afoot between British songsmith, as well as business ex- 
union and Petrillo whereby two ecutive), as evidence that they 
bands from each nation would be | must be so old they're new. That's 


English organization did not want| Feist recently, came through, dating 
& _bOssibly queer the chance of | back as it did over 20 years. ine 
Swinging the hands-across-the-sea current Robbins campaign on Peg 
wor |O° My Heart” is another instance. 


Sunday, is | 


ness to take over Musicraft helm and | 
steer it out of the situation it has | 


‘international activities. again is tak- | 


vivals, is leaving, on the theory that | 
each of the three firms should han- 
dle any of the oldie revivals as 4a | 


nixes ‘fresh only slightly in memory its , 


exchanged annually, and that the|why “Guilty,” which he revived at) 


| D.&H. Gets More Time To 
_ Answer Robbins Song Suit 


Denton & Haskins, defendant in 
;an infringement suit brought 
| against it by Robbins Musie Corp., 
|was granted an extension until 
May 26 by Federal Judge Simon 
Rifkind on Monday (5) to file an- 
| Swers. Action is coneerned with 
|; Ownership of renewal rights to 
t 





“Somebody Loves Me.” 


Original copyright owner of the 
| song, Robbins charged that Denton 
| & Haskins had allegedly infringed 
upon. its rights to the number and 
sought an injunction and account- 
ing of the profits. D & H claims to 
hold the renewal rights. 





Record Companies 


Feel Sharp Slump 
In Retail Sales 


Recording companies, which have 
been working full blast for the past 
few years trying to keep up with 


| the demand for disks, have run into 
|a sales slump of no mean propor- 
During the past few weeks, 
retail buying has sloped off sharply 
enough to start loud wails from some 
| majors, while others busily turned 
toward production of “catalog” ma- 
terial to occupy the time of pressing 
machines taken off pop stuff (‘‘cata- 
log” means stahdard items for which 
there is a constant demand, but 
which hasn't been getting too much 
attention because of the heavy 
schedule of pop pressing). 


Those being hurt badly by the 
current slump, of course, are the 
minors and the dozens of indies who 
have been struggling along since the 
war's end in the face of constantly 
increasing major company produc- 
tion, which, hampered during the 
war by materiais and manpower 
shortages, gave the indies a chance 
to set up shop. Many of these indies 
do not figure to weather the current 
storm. Already there are rumblings 
of imminent collapse and all of it 
doesn’t emanate from the shoestring- 
ers. There are one or two labels 
which have made a fair impression 
on the trade who assert that they 
will be in trouble if the slump con- 
tinues much longer. 


tions. 


Record makers say that the disk 
| business has shifted much more than 
ever in the direction wherein the 
song is more important than ever 
before. That the b.o. value of a 
song has always been paramount in 
record sales is true. But, at the 
same time, there is always a group 
of top artists who have been able to 
realize a fairly strong sale out of a 
flop tune, just on their names alone. 
Diskers assert the latter is con- 
stantly dropping, however, that today 
the record-buying public concen- 
trates much more attention on the 
tune itself. 


Decca Cites 6876 
Ist Quarter Net 


Decca Records declared a _ net 
profit of $687,118 last week for the 
quarter ended March 31. This figure 
tame after provision for $458,000 for 
| taxes and means an earning of 88c 
la share on the 766,650 pieces of 
capital stock in circulation. 

Last year’s first quarter showed a 
| profit of $511,000 and 66c a share. 


| AFM Locals Get Flock 
_ Of ‘Working Under Scale’ 


Beefs About Musicians 


Various locals of the American 
Federation of Musicians are han- 
dling increasing numbers of cases 
against individual musician mem- 
bers charged with working under 
'seale. These cases apparently stem 
from a combination of the dwin- 
dling business all classes of cafes, 
etc.. have been faced with the past 
months and the scales of pay de- 
manded by the locals, which in vir- 
tually every territory have been 
increased from one to three times 
during the past two years 

This apparently has led some 
spots to forego entirely the tse of 
live music and some musicians to 
accept under scale salaries as a 
jmeans of earning a living. 
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Scott's Copyright Bill to Be Fought — 


By MPPA; ASCAP Also Sees Danger 





| Sonovox Process Diverted 


To Kiddie Album Groove 
Chicago, May 6. 

Sonovox process, which in the 

past has been used mainly in radio 

commercials, is now entering chil- 


dren’s record field with formation of | 


Jackalee Records. Firm, formed by 
Chi manager of Sonovox, has al- 


ready put out one album using de- | 


| vice to give human voice to a train 


and plans to use same treatment to 
give vocal character to such inani- 
mate objects as violins, organs and 
cars. 


Company will issue albums every 


| three months and will enter foreign 


| big way last week. 


market in near future. Firm claims 
it can use same record made for 
domestic use abroad with dubbing 
in of foreign narrator’s part. 


Kaye, MCA Future 
Status in Doubt 


Sammy Kaye's 10-year contract 
with Music Corp. of America ex- 
pires this September and so far he 
has not renewed with the agency, 
a circumstance that has its execu- 
tives on a griddle. Kaye assertedly 
is mulling the idea of setting up an 
organization to book himself, feeling | 
that the $50,000 to $60,000 a year he 
pays MCA could easily underwrite 
such a venture. Supplementing this 
thought, which is uppermost in his 
mind, is the numerous offers he is 
claimed to be getting from othe 
agencies. 

Kaye, meanwhile, is getting quite 
a few MCA promises. It goes with- 
out Saying that the agency doesn't 





want to lose the band. Band depart- | 
ment revenues are down far enough 


as it is without erasing his income 
from the books. In the past couple 
years, MCA has lost the lucrative 


income of such combos as Benny | 


Goodman, Horace Heidt, Tommy 
Dorsey (whose current argument 
with MCA, the umpteenth in his as- 
sociation with -the agency, looks to 


be the mccoy), and gets compara- | 


tively little annually from Harry 
James, who doesn’t work as often 
as he could. 
dling band revenue. Genera] Artists 
is in the same boat (see separate 
story). 


T.D. Swaps 40-Ft. Boat 
And 356 for 96-Ft. 
W.P. Chrysler Yacht 


Tommy Dorsey, who has been on | 





|a boat kick for the past several | 


months, went into the water in a 
He traded his 


| 40-foot cruiser for the 96-foot yacht 


Mayflower, owned by Walter P. 
Chrysler. For the big job, Dorsey 
paid around $35,000 plus the Con- 
solidated 40-footer he bought in 
N. Y. in February, which set him 
back some 30G with all accessories. 

Dorsey got back into N. Y., Sun- 
day (4) evening, from his long 


, Florida vacation, did a radio guest- 


shot and immediately shoved off for 
California, whé@re he’s due to unveil 
a new band May 16 at his Casino 
Gardens ballroom, Ocean Park. He 
is sending the Mayflower to the 


| Coast through the Panama Canal. It 


} 


will tie up near Santa Monica and 


'Dorsey will live aboard during the 


Casino date. 





Dorsey Building Band 
Hollywood, May 6. 
Tommy Dorsey has finally begun 


the construction of his new band and | 
i hasn't too much time to complete it | 


and rehearse for his May 16 opening 
at the Casino Gardens here. 
signed Charlie Shavers, Louis Bell- 


| 
He has | 


/son and Gus Bivoni so far. 


What he is paying Bellson and 


| Bizoni is undisclosed, but the acqui- 


sition of Shavers, who has been with 
T. D. for several years, isn’t figured 
to be on the basis of AFM local 47 | 
scale. 
to be a scale outfit to keep down 


T. D.’s new band is supposed | 


expenses. 





Raips Clemmon joined Joey 
Kearns band as lead _ trumpet 
Played with Kearns Army 


before 


| Service. , i 


+ 


MCA, however, is not | 
the only agency hassling with dwin- | 


Music Publishers Protective Assn., 
| and possibly the American Society 
| of Composers, Authors and Publish- 
| ers and the Songwriters Protective 
; Assn., will oppose the bill introduced 
| into Congress several months ago by 
| Rep. Hugh D. Scott, Jr., which seeks, 
in effect, to secure the right to copy- 
| right each individual interpretation 
of a song recorded in any manner 
Scott’s bill, introduced at 
the behest of Maurice. J. Speiser, 
general counsel for the National 
Assn. of Performing Artists, is due 
for a hearing in Washington, D. C., 
May 23. A companion bill, which 
seeks to exact revenue from colin 
operators for the right to 
use recordings for profit, will not be 
disturbed since ASCAP itself has 
been preparing action in that direc- 
tion, but has temporarily held up 
its plans until Speiser’s bill is acted 
upon. 

| Attitude of the MPPA in regard 
| to the first bill is that while it asks 
for a copyright in individual inter- 
pretation it is not stated in whom 
the copyright control would be in- 
vested. It’s assumed that since the 

NAPA is in back of the bill that con- 
} trol would go to the artists, or per- 
| haps the record company or both. 
| Publishers, it’s felt, would be given 
|no rights at all. And they do not like 
such an arrangement since it would 
superimpose a copyright upon their 
own basic copyright on the song. 
Songwriters, represented by SPA, 
feel the same way. 

Wordage of Scott's bill, incident- 
ally, reads, in part, ‘ adaptations, 
arrangements ... of copyrighted 
works when produced with the con- 
sent of the proprietor of the copy- 
right in such works, or works pub- 


possible 


macnine 


(Continued on page 63) 


Foreign Dispute 
Sets Up Impasse 
For SPA-MPPA 


No meetings between the commit- 
tees named by the Music Publishers 
Protective Assn. and the Song- 
writers Protective Assn., to design 
a new contract, have occurred dur- 
| ing the past three weeks and none 
‘is likely until a peculiar impasse 
'is resolved. During the last meet- 
' ing, held April 9, it now comes out, 
|a dispute occurred which had noth- 
ing to do with the problem confront- 
ing the two committees and as a re- 
sult neither side has since made a 
move to schedule another confab. 

It seems that when the April 9 
meeting started, Fred Ahlert, a 
member of the SPA committee, be- 
gan to insert conversation to the 
effect that the MPPA should, in be- 
half of the writer faction, take some 
hand in the “Smoke Gets in Your 
Eyes” -- Longine - Wittnauer case. 
which involves the 2c royalty theory 
as applied to transcriptions. Louis 
Bernstein, of Shapiro-Bernstein, of 
the publisher faction, moved that 
Ahlert was out of order since his 
problem had nothing to do with the 
matier on hand—the SPA-MPPA 
contract. Edgar Leslie, anothe1 
writer committee member, took ex- 
ception to Bernstein and chimed in 
end got the same move from the 
latter 

Becoming incensed at Bernsfein, 
Leslie tossed words without think- 
ing, picked up his hat and coat and 
walked out on the meeting. Mem- 
bers of the pub committee feel that 
an apology is due and assert that the 
next move on either the dispute o1 
further meetings on the contract is 
uy to Leslie and the writers. 


OSFELD, SPIVAK WILL 
RETAIN STEVENS MUSIC 


Jack Osfeld and Charles Spivak 
have given up idea of disposing of 
Sievens Music, which Osfeld operates 
in partnership with the maestro. 
Osfeld’s health has been recovered 
sufficiently to enable him to con- 
tinue and any deals they had for the 
sale of the company have been dis- 
carded. 

Osfeld suffered a breakdown on 
the Coast earlier this year and be- 
cause almost the entire load of ad- 
ministrative and contact work was 
on his shoulders had prepared to 
bow out. 
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Perry Come’s “Chi-Baba_ Chi-| 
Baba” (Victor) may not be the most | 
sumptuous thing we've ever heard, 
but in a week when only 10 new | 
records (aside from albums) have 
arrived, we're disposed to look upon 
it as altogether pleasant. As the 








Best Bets 


“Chi-Baba Chi-Baba” 
“Ask Anyone 
(Sammy Kaye). 

Hillbilly —“I'm a-Goin’, Sue, 
I'm a-Goin’” (Zeke Manners} 
and “The Devil's Train” (Cliff 
Carlisle). 

Hot Jazz — “Sugar” 
Armstrong), “I Cried For You” 
(Benny Goodman Quartet), and 
“Three Flights Up” (Dan Bur- 
ley). 

Dance — “Just For Dancing” 
aibum (Nat Brandwynne). 


Ballad 
(Perry Como) 
Who Knows” 


and 


(Louis 





Novelty—"Songs We Remem- 
ber” album. 
morning gets brighter and we be- 
come more alive with the birds and 
the buds we'll go further than that 
and state that we think it’s pretty 
good by practically any week's 
standards. Firstly, the song itself 


has considerable apptal. Then there 


is the Como imprimatur, which is 
per se a guarantee of a certain sale 
And finally there is the fact that 


the rendition exhibits all of the cus- | 


tomary Como skill. Of all male vo- 
calists he is certainly one 
mest consistent on records. (Did 
someone mention golf—we hear tell 
Como is quite a trickster in 
department, too. He 
little white ball to emulate a boom- 
erang). Como invariably sings in 
good voice and with more than mod- 
erate sensitiveness to the meaning 
of a lyric. “Chi-Baba Chi-Baba”’ is 
fine Como and, as such, recommend- 


ed On the other side, he sings | 
“When You Were Sweet Sixteen.” | 
It's pleasant, but not terribly ex- | 
citing. The Satisfiers and Lloyd 
Shaffer’s ork accompany on _ both) 
sides. 


Sammy Kaye’s “Ask Anyone Who 


Knows” (Victor) is the only other 
item this week that sounds to us|} 
like a juke candidate. The Seller- 


Marcus-Kaufman ballad is played 
danceably and given a fine boudoir 
vocal by Don Cornell. Backside is 
“Would You Believe Me?” (from 
film “Would You Believe Me?”) It’s 
agreeable enough, but something 
less than sock. A man named John- 
ny Ryan steps up in a Kaye tuxedo 
and gives with the vocalizing. 


Murphy Sisters are out on Apollo 
this semester with “Mahzel,” a 
number which seems to be attracting 
a large number of devotees. We, 
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Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By George Frazier 








Victor Lombardo Signed 
For Majestic Records 


Victor Lombardo’s orchestra has 


jestic Records. He'll do his 





ing—“You're Breaking in a New 
Heart”—which the Murphs do much 
less self-consciously. “Mahzel,” on 
the strength of its growing popu- 
larity, will be the side that will sell, 
however. 


One of them is a Victor set called 
“Esquire’s All-American Hot Jazz— 
Despite its inordinately 
presumptuous title, it’s a rather ef- 
In certain in- 


stances it’s really quite impressive. 


One of these comes with Louis 
Armstrong's “Sugar™; anothe is 
Benny Goodman’s Quartet on “I 
Cried for You” (a re-issue) The 
stuff waxed especially for the al- 
bum is, on the whole, no bargain, 


though. If Coleman Hawkins is, as 








Suggested Programs 

“Rockabye River’—Duke El- 
lington (Victor). 

“That Old Black Magic’— 
Frank Sinatra (Columbia). 


“Alexander's Ragtime Band” 
—Bing Crosby-Al Jolson 
(Decca). 

“Mam’selle’ — Art Lund «(M 

| GM). 
‘Davenport Blues” — Adrian 


Rollini (Decca). 
“Chi-Baba Chi-Baba” — Perry 
Como (Victor). 
“Sister Kate’—Wingy Manone 
(Capitol). 
(Program No. 2) 
“The Air-Minded Executive” 
—Johnny Mercer (Capitol). 
“Sugar” — Louis Armstrong 
(Victor ). 
“Ivy” —Jo Stafford (Capitol). 


“Santa Espina” — (“Songs We 
| Remember” album) (Disc). 
“Easy to Love’—Nat Brand- 
| wynne (Majestic). 
“She's Funny That Way’-- 
Frank Sinatra (Columbia) 
“Oh, Lady Be Good” — Billy 


Butterfield (Capitol). 


(Program No. 3) 


Show Tunes 

“I Can't Give You 
But Love” — Louis 
(Okeh). 

“I Can’t Give You 
But Love”’—Duke Ellington and 
Ethel Waters (Brunswick). 

“I Guess I'll Have to Change 


Anything 
Armstrong 


Anything 








disks for the label in New 
|next week. 

| It's Lembardo’s first 
| filiation for the band 
early last summer after 
| brother, Guy Lombardo’s, orchestra. 
|He had had negotiations with the 


York 


record af- 
he 





Clift Carlisle, a country singer.) apollo label, but the deal fell 
does “The Devil's Train” with The through. 
Buckeye Boys on a new Victor. It 
has the sadness that wows ‘em in 
rural locales. Personally, we found 8 
it rather tedious and preferred, "| Robbins Forms 
ithis field, Zeke Manners’ “I’m 
a-Goin’, Sue, I’m a-Goin’,” also a 
| Victor release. ° 

These are the only single items | ! a- 0 S f) 
this week that seem worth men- ° 
eae ee. Jack ‘Robbins has formed Villa- 
jocks and home spinners should in- | Lobos, Inc., on a 50-50 music pub- 
vestigate a few of the new albums. lishing basis with Heitor Villa- 


| Lobos, perhaps the best known South 
| American composer. The deal is for 
110 years, effective from March 1, 
1948, when the 59-year-old Brazilian 


been signed to term deal by Ma-) 
first | 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


2. Heartaches (9) (Leeds)....... 


3. Linda (10) (Mayfair)......... 


formed | 
leaving his | 


4. Anniversary Song (14) (Mood) 


| 5. My Adobe Hacienda (4) 
! 
| 6. 
| 
| 7. That's My 


Desire (4) (Mills)., 


8. Across Alley 


9. Sunday 


lf 1 Had Life Live Over (1) 


| Peg O' My Heart (Robbins)....... 


You Can't See Sun (Simon) 


composer's contract in America ex- | 


pires with Associated Music Pub- 
lishers (Muzak), which had _ the 
famed Latino’s works in the west- 


hemisphere 


ern under subcontract 
from Eschig. of Paris. Villa-Lobo ; 
tied to the French.music publishing 
house, although on his own he was 


published in his native Brazil. 


Since leaving the Metro-Robbins 
music publishing dynasty. J. J 
Robbins & Sons has been building 


up its independent activities, includ- 
|ing the takeover last year of Hamil- 
ton S. Gordon, Inc. 100-year-old 
standard house, and the John Frank- 
lin Musie Corp. But the Villa-Lobos, 
Ine., deal is the most impressive fot 

veteran. music especially 
ASCAP viewpoint, 
AMP is a BMI ally. 


Henri Leiser. ex-Music Corp. of 
America, is tied in with the Robbins- 
Villa-Lobos 10% cut 
in exchange the Bra- 
zilian composer-conductor’s concert 
tours. V-B has been batoning for 
CBS. As a composer he rates world- 
wide with such musical 
Sibelius, Prokokieff 
kovitch. 

Incidentally, the AMP-Villa-Lobo 
schism points to AMP going 
the BMI fold more directly. 


ithe man. 


from an since 


alliance, on a 
for handling 


Savants as 
Shosta- 


and 


under 


Goldwyn Still Nixing 
‘Best Years’ Tune 
| Tieups in Bunches 


Holly wood, May 6. 
Samuel Goldwyn studio continues 
to nix song publishers seeking tieups 
|'with tunes tagged after “The 
Years of Our’ Lives.” 
|Coast chief of Southern 
sundry Ralph Peer 


Music and 
firms, recently 
hauled out of his files a tune of sim- 


Best | 
Nat Winecoff, | 


Santa Catalina (Spina) 


ted Silk Stockings, Gree! 
April Showers (Harms) 


That's Where I Came In (Robbins) 
I Do Do Like You (Harms) 
Midnight Masquerade (S-B).. 
(Barton) 


Roses In Rain 


Moon Faced, Starry Eyed (Chappell). 


Jack, Jack, Jack (Sinatra) 


I Wonder, I Wonder, I Wonde1 


Band (Berlin) 


Alexander's Ragtime 
I Believe (Sinatra) 


You Don’t Learn That In School (Capitol).. 


When Am I Gonna Kiss 


3.) Mam'‘setie: (3) (Feist)... oui le. 


(Peer).. 


Things In Glocca Morra (11) (Crawford) 


From Alamo (1) (Capitol) 


Kind of Love (1) (Maurice).... 


(General) 


Perfume (Morris) 


(Robbins) 


You (Martin) 


{Dick Haymes......._, Deco 
3 Bo” es : MGM 
{ Ted Weems.... -Decca-Victor 
| Eddy Howard Majestic 
{ Clark-Noble ......Colump; 
{| Charles Spivak.. ae 
fie ieee 
| Tex Beneke......... Victor 
\ Eddy Howard. ... 


Poe Ady .+»Majestie 
) Dinning Sisters... .. Capitol 
\ Buddy oS) Columbia 
| Dick Haymes Decca 
{| Frankie Laine Mercury 
} Eddy Howard Majestic 
\ Mills Bros 


‘ Decea 

} Woody Herman Columbia 
| Frankie Laine 
} Jo Stafford 


\ Larry 


Mercury 
Capitol 


Vincent 20th-Century 


Coming Up 


} Buddy Clark Columbia 

\ Clark Dennis Capitol 

| Harmonicats ... Vitacousties 
{Ink Spots ‘ Decca 
** | Vaughn Monroe..... Victor 
\ Freddy Martin Victor 
Eddy Howard Majest'e 
{Ray McKinley Majestic 

} Tony Pastor Columbia 

\ Al solson Dec i 

|} Guy Lombardo Decca 

[' Perry Como... ...... Victor 
pe ee } Jo Stafford ....Capitol 
Johnny Mercer......Cavitol 

\ Eddy Howard......Majestie 
{Sammy Kaye..,. Victor 


Frankie Carle 


Columbia 


{ Mercer-Goodman .. .Capitol 

sere’ ) Freddy Martin Victor 
Andrews Sisters Decca 

\ Van Johnson .... M-G-M 

| Martha Tilton...... Capitol 
Crosby-Jolson ., Decca 


Frank Sinatra.. 
King Cole Trio 
\ Freddy Martin.... 
} Dinah Shore 


Columbia 
Capitol 
Victor 
..-Columbia 





‘Union Pacific hing At 


Some Song Plugging 


Pacific R. R 
, Angeles office, has started thumping 
drums for a new novelty 

“Union Pacific Streamliner,” 
| Richardson Songs, a BMI firm on 

Coast, will publish. Mary Buchanan, 

member of UP flackery, actively is 
; tripping around Hollywood trying to 
line up recordings of tune, 

Effort expended is somewhat in 
| contrast to initial reaction te “Atchi- 
|son, Topeka and Santa Fe,” which 
| became a hit while Sante Fe rail- 
| road sat by waiting to cooperate in 
.publicizing Metro film, “Harvey Sis- 
ters,” for which it was written. 

“Texas und Pacific.” incidentally, 
was well underway via Louis Jor- 
dan’s Decca disk before the road 


Union 


| 





out of its Los | 


song, | 


which | 


Mellin Buys Up 


B&H Catalog 


Bobby Mellin, who left as 
| eral professional manager of Broad- 
cast Muste, Inc., recently to set up 
| his own publishing outfit, with BMI 
backing. has bought the Brown & 
Henderson catalog. Deal _ gives 
Mellin a group of some 50 to 60 


gene 


tunes as a foundation on which to 
build his new firm, among them 
Tsome valuable copyrights. He is 


said to have paid in the neighbor- 
hood of $10,000 for the B. & H. setup. 

Mellin officially opéned door Mon- 
day (5), staging a cocktail party at 
the B. & H. offices in New York. His 


















































| 
, an”’—Eddy hi O° «Js , started promoting it, also. sf: ate included the 
however, happen to prefer the back- | aay he as wort Gee jilar title and had it promptly | eon ser lbs 9 . ~ age’ ag Boseage ve Lec a 
| lumbia). , firm's office space, furniture, etc. 
| “¢ Midi Pil Mave to Chtnae thumbed down. Reportedly same b 
ant ee : hes had reception was given Ben Edwards Rom er ~ arks . | 
MILLS REMINDERS ed a a ne Music, of New York, on. similar | &*P Mpls. B.0 | ' 
of GOOD ALL-TIMERS “Somebody Loves Me’’—Paul pee: | To Hot $9,800 or 2 Nites asec agen 
| = \ 4 ‘ I é . | j j ) 
| Weston (Capitol). Local songwriter Lou Herscher _ Minneapolis, May 6. LATEST 
EMALINE “Somebody Loves Me”—Eddie cleffed another and _ personally Playing his fourth date at the) 
Cando (Dew). ‘couldn't effect tieup and now effort | RkO-Orpheum here, Sigmund Rom- 
Hoagy Carmichael's “Somebody Loves Me’—An- has a sar - Tee Songs, with ae at aha pen in the 2,800-seat | 
dre Kostelanetz (Columbia). tag altered to “The Best Years In | theatre drew $9,800, near capacity. 
WASHBOARD BLUES ‘Our Lives.” Studiedly film is not a the two nights which interrupted 
being referred to in any way, pre- | the house's film policy. 
SENTIMENTAL the inside-the-cover blurb states, Ho nega oe ss “bese from Goldwyn); At a St. Paul RKO Orpheum for 
‘hing of the - saxophone.” we Clce. Music department at studio | a single night at the same scale the 
“Just for Dancing,” a new Majes- slammed shut, but in its apinion the | capacity, too 
‘ MILLS MUSIC, I tic set by Nat Brandwynne and his tim i cata poppe. Usually | NR TRO her OXFORD MUSIC CORP. 
, inc. orchestra is precisely what its title ilm firms have jumped at’ first Betty Norton leaving Vaughn Georae Joy, Pres 
1619 Broadway New York 19 . chance of sort. glad to get added Monroe to join George Paxton’s new . 3 Y: ’ 19 
(Continued on page 63) ballyhoo on a film. orchestra tontorrow (Thursday ). core ae 7 a oe 
— — 
JOAN EDWARDS (Vogue) . ; i 
9 GENE KRUPA (Columbia) © TONY MARTIN (Mercury) 
VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) e : i : 
ANDY RUSSELL (Capitol) bd KATE SMITH (MGM) 
THE VAGABONDS (Apollo) e AND ALL TRANSCRIPTION LIBRARIES 
NEW YORK @ RKO BLDG. CRITERI . H D 
C1 5.7236 ON MUSIC CORP. 1491 Vine St. © GR 1080 
OLIN SCHOTTLER M. H. GOLDSEN, Pres. BUD GATELY, Prof. M mag 
' > Mgr. PETE KAMERON 























0 
c 
Cc 


rs 
ta, 


eoemnpe oom Ss 


oa 


Ss ep © tet = ow Oo 


co =e © 


— 7 a30° ~~ © @ 


Pe ae oe kw) 


ah th “SL On 





: Wales, te ee VARIETY ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 55 e 
MCA Claims Fee on Gaillard's GAC sean Many Sat Ys, (ASCAP Names Comm. to Study Paine 


Date, AFM Says Morris Owns Him} Robbins Over ‘Candy’, + Syccessor Problem: Outsider Likely 


=i 





i mre me OR. aaa 





; Maceo Pinkard’s $50,000 — suit i 
tie Gaill bg gee Bad : r age gree Music — charg-| A committee has been named by , time Monday (5) afternoon in New 

' Slim Gaillard i : in an- * ing e defendant with promoting | the American Society of Composers, | York, but arrived at no conclusions, 

bia other booking snarl, which has pre- Frankie Masters Band To the song “Candy” at the expense of| Authors and Publishers to study the; agitkk wide tak Ge 

‘tor cipitated a wrangle between Music M-G-M; Scramming Vogue his tune “Sugar” comes within the| problem of replacing general man- | Since f =. een rf arr on 

cca Corp. ef America and General Art- Chicago, May 6 jurisdiction of the N.Y. Supreme | ager John G. Paine, who died in De- | coupes ot pee hy Rome oe 

‘tor ists Corp. over which agency will} poikie Masters will join the new | Court, the N.Y, Appellate Division | troit two weeks ago, following a | * ee. ee oo : 


net commish from stand the singer- 














: ee  |held last week. Action was origi- . ; ‘tee | mediately naming Dick Murray, 
Stic ‘tarist started at Swanee Inn her M-G-M label at expiration of his lly b ht in s ~~ cerebral hemorrhage. Committee | . 15 joined the Society 16 months 
itol guitarist 8 n ere present contract with Vogue Records nally roug in supreme court ut consists of Herman Starr. Lester | per gg Pe ape ore TE as age ~ 
bi over weekend. While this was going June 1. Deal wae set by Arthur Robbins’ attorneys argued Pinkard’s| Santly, Stanley Adams and Gene | th: th ho will rentace Paine 
ibia on, the American Federation of Mu- Michaud hs ’ suit should have been tried in Fed-| Buck. was — en wee _ os "7 ; he 
ca sicians stuck its oar in and asserted | “yy. tors j eral District Court. is ‘dened clk dee. tae will be someone from outside the 
ury Gaillard was still a William Morris | asters Is uoing one nighters at Dickie ed a ; Mack | né committee met for the first | music business. Someone with name 
sti ' ttel | present in the midwest territory. He Ip 4eging ( andy, DY Mack | —————— : ——- | value enough and with sufficient 
c z . r ay Thi LY f ow i » 
— ; was with Vogue since its inception | avid, Joan Whitney and Alex | ‘onnections in Washington, D.C., and 
CCA Harold Jovien, GAC booker, set | Kramer, was in unfair competition Jazz at Town Hall N y other quarters important to the So- 
bia the Swanee date early last week to his number “Sugar,” Pinkard de- = ey : 
aoare after Gaillard assured him he was 
nd tied to no other percenter. After 
8) 


| 

| 
; } ? _ . | 

pact was inked, MCA swooped down, E -P d C b k T but the defendant had exploited.the | 

ury asserting commish should accrue to | X-1 ard $ Lomenac ry) 


latter rather than his own tune. His 
bia it because Gaillard had signed with While his ex-partner, Jimmy | attorney, Bernard Grossman, pointed i 
MCA after being dropped off roster j Campbell, is presently in London | out that the market for such a of Paine’s time from the debut of 
of William Morris office in Febru- | trying to buy an independent music | was limited and the money earned|torium rights for 40 consecutive Murray until the former’s death. 
ary, following many hassles with | publishing catalog and get back into.|by “Candy” should have _ been| Saturday midnights beginning next Virtually all the administrative work 
tol performer. | the business, Reg Connelly just ar- | garnered by “Sugar.” October. Anderson, who has pro- | With which Paine had been saddled, 
pee GAC immediately brought Ameri- | ived on the Queen Elizabeth and is| Pinkard, whose other songs in-|moted the Eddie, Condon concerts and which chained him too clesely 
can Federation of Musicians into ar- | in the U. S. for several weeks. It’s |cludes “Gimme a Little Kiss” and|and solo jazz artist appearances, is | tO his desx prior to the advent of 
gument, and that body brought the | the usual Anglo-U. S. contacting for i“Sweet Georgia Brown,” among|currently top purchaser of Town Murray, has been and is being 
ctor bicker to a bigger broil by stating | the head of Campbell-Connelly. others, brought suit for $50.000; Hall space. handled by the latter 
st'c that according to its records Morris Campbell, long out of the C-C | damages 


serve and further the Society’s pub- 
Wrapping up a major 


} 
° | ciety Briefly, a gladhander and 
eg onnell ] clared that he had submitted his| 40 Wk \ S a ~ty neg 
n S | ; <i t SO after-dinner speaker who will pre- 
y ” |song to Robbins prior to “Candy | S. ex €a A? I 

} cert deal, Ernest Andersot nas _ 41 f 
| rp - - i S course occupled tne major ty 

}pacted Town Hall, New York audi- 


song 





cca 
ctor 








Earlier, in connection | Winding up the 1947 spring sea- ASCAP heads, however, do not say 
tic agency still had Gaillard. That has | firm, has been variously a theatre | with the proceedings, Abe Olman,|son, Anderson has booked Mildred | that Murray will not be moved up 


nbia caused further confusion, since it | manager in California, among other | general manager of Robbins, was | Bailey and the Herman Chittison | into Paine’s chai 
gives Morris an angle through which | things, and reportedly has maestro- |examined before trial and said that| trio into T. H 

to side-swipe both rival bookeries by | impresario Jack Hylton’s financial 

claiming the Swanee stand commish; | backing in the new music pub 

however, it is understood Morris | venture. 

will make no effort. 


Gaillard, on eve of erupting the 
tic snarl, inked pact with GAC for rep- 
ctor resentation for films. Agency since 
nbia has made no move to seli him, ap- 
parently fearful other agencies also 
have him. With neither GAC or 
MCA backing down from commish 
ecca claim, probably AFM will settle the 
3-M quarrel eventually. 
vitol ae 





They emphasize 
Saturday (8) in a|that the committee has been named 
“Candy” had sold some _  437,000| combination vocai and instrumental | only to “study the situation.” But 
copies of sheet music up to Aug. 31,| program. Louis Armstrong is also | indications are that an outsider will 
1945. due as guest artist. be brought in. 
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nbia (.A. WALE JOINS BMI 
ie IN CHARGE OF FINANCE 


nbia 





Broadcast Music, Inc., is further 
strengthening its executive setup, 
seemingly in preparation for a much 
more active role in the scheme of 
the music business. Charles A. Wall, 
formerly with NBC, joins BMI next 
Monday (12) as v.p. in charge of 
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finance. 

DY Wall follows Carl Havelin into 
BMI. Havelin was named president 
gen- of the radio-backed performing 
oad- rights society several weeks ago, 
lL up shifting over from a spot as veepee 
BMI in charge of station relations for the 
n & Mutual net. : 

‘ives 
» 60 


h to Midwest Distrib Trying 


hem 


th To Buy Black & White 


tuD, Hollywood, May 6. 
Jon- Negotiations have commenced for 
y at the purchase of Black & White 
“His Records by the Fretlerick Lee Co., of 
the Minneapolis, one of the oldest and 
largest disk distributors in the mid- 
_ west. Paul Reiner, prez of B&W, 
an and Lee Redman, distrib film top- : es nepeeen, oe 
' per, currently are huddling in Chi- : : ce Saag 
cago. Last week Lee visited here to 
look-see the plattery’s physical ap- 
purtenances and stock. 

B&W has been issuing a label 
for about two years, and last win- 
ter scored solidly with Jack McVea’s 
novelty, “Open the Door, Richard.” 
About a dozen artists are under pact, 
including Lena Horne, who is not, 


, 7 ’ . ] } 

however ded to waxery excuawerr|| T Dey’ve rounding up a lot of record business in REDBOOK, ‘Texas 
buying outright mounds of records ’ 

ae fram a Pag oe gee eo 
oast re . t ’ 

‘Platters ‘were acquired rom Cadet, These young Redbook families of Texas and they buy $425,000 worth of hot, ~ THE MAJORITY OF REDBOOK 


One-lung outfit started about 18- ‘ READERS ARE UNDER 35 
months ago by bassist Jack Riley have the urge and the cash to buy records sweet or classical records a year. They're young enough to want to dance, 


Sin Gard Tri’ erent xe | —$285,000.000 of spendable income, ik of reaching every ome inthis and iin the seompaninen of 
since poh cod —— = - after tanes. They've found records to be $285,000,000 market at s pro-rata page a ee a Rag rae et 
pec reste Sets x:| _Stifoning sey bu Gm woe uf 20s. A rely, int it? Bed- | seeasu ap amet 
a te plus stock of Belda larly*—not just once in a while, book does a strong, hard-hitting job, and theta eg te ongene wdosnes whe 
records adver- 


tised in Redbook. 


——e 
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These buys are in line with policy 44,280 of them own record players, it ought to be on your advertising list. 
Started by Lee, and revealed in 
Variery six weeks ago, of buying up 
at bargain prices smali firms’ out- 
Put and scattering them around mid- 
West through horde of retailers serv- 
iced by distrib. Practice started e 


ora ae —- over all wax — of| HIT EM WHERE / 
ru " t-of-ac- 
tion Little Folks bbc en ae e @ e . 


“Isn't It Strange What Music Can 
oe will introduce “Martin Block 
ramen when Block introduces *Send for the Redbook national survey of record and record player buying habits. 

5 on the Warner station, neat . ’ , ] , 
KFWB, Hollywood June 2. Ditty W rite for your copy today! Redbook, 444 Madison Avenue, New York 22, New York. 


Will be used as show theme there- 
ail after, 
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~ Music Notes 


inked three-year pact with Columbia Records, 


y rens last week 
mercy Kowe : His Capitol contract 


giving bandleader minimum of ten sides yearly. 
expired last month 





Helen Forrest will disk an album for M-G-M label, | 
when with bands of Shaw, James and | of America’s local office last week | 
after a number cf years in its one- 


embracing tunes she featured ) ope, 
Goodman....Phil Harris cut four for RCA-Victor over weekend... .Jack | 
Nve. batoneer. has opened Fiesta Music in Holly wood....Eddie Janis, | 


BMI’s Coast chief. in N. Y. for homeoffice sessions. ...Spina-Green Music 
Corp. now repped in Chicago by Bob Smith... .Ella Mae Morse last week 
flipped to Coast from Boston to etch four faces for Capitol. ...Herbert 


Stothart and Metro studio symph needling an album for M-G-M Records | 


....Capitol label last week opened its 29th distribution office, in Scranton 
Lou Colonna, brother of Jerry, new Hollywood rep of Stept. Inc, 
Jule Styne and Sammy Cahn have finished four tunes for WB's forthcom- 
ing “Romance in High C.” Titles are “It’s Magic,” “The Tourist Trade, 
“It's You Or No One” and “Two Lovers Met” Four Chicks and Chuck 
squiggled by M-G-M label Frank Skinner will score “The Exile anc 
“The Horse” for Universal-International Carmen Dragon will 

musically direct “The Time of You Life” for Cagney Productions 
Frank Schumann will score “The Wistful Widow of Wagon Gap,” U-I 
Abbott and Costello starrer which started production last week. 

Columbia Records is set to Dick Jurgens oldie, “Cecelia,” 
hoping to do the same thing with ditty that Decca did with Ted Weems’ 
“Heartaches.” 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


Pink 


reissue the 


Covers Totai 

Weeks Past Covers 

Band Hotel Piayed W eck On Date 
Emil Coleman . Waldorf (400; $2). ‘ etwas ah Re 2,175 69,100 
Randy Brooks.... Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50).. <e 1,550 7,050 
Chuck Foste1 New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50).. 17 1,050 24,250 
Lawrence Welk Roosevelt (400: $1.50-$2).... 5 1,475 7,000 
Louis Prima Commodore (400: $1-$1.50) pam 850 2,000 
Lexington (300; $1-$1.50) 24 1,000 24,100 


Johnny Pineappl 
Indicates Floor Show at Waldorf with John Sebastian, Raye & Naldi; 
Ice Revue at New Yorker. 


Chicago 

Herbie Fields (College Inn, Sherman; 900; $2-$3.50 min.). 
of current revue nice 4,800. 

Jack Fine (Empire Room. Palmer House; 650; $3.50 min.). Fairish 3,700. 

Stephen Kisley (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach; 700; $1.50-$2.50 min.). 
Rain aplenty equaled mild 2,900. 

Don McGrane (Boulevard Room, Stevens; 550; 
Medical Assn. convention jumped covers to 3,500. 

Ramon Ramos (Mayfair Room, Blackstone; 350; $2.50 min.—cover $1). 
Regan doing best b.o. job since first of the year; 2,300. 


$3.50 min.). American 


Los Angeles 


Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Solid 2.400 tabs. 
Russ Morgan (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). Excellent 2,800 covers, helped by 
conventioneers. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 


Arnie Barnett (Copacabana; 570; $4 min.). Even Rudy Vallee couldn't 
draw this week. Weak 3,700. 

Don Davis (Chez Paree: 650: $3.59 min.). 
5.300 this week. 

Art Kassell (Trianon; $0.90-$1.15 adm.). 

Phil Levant (Blackhawk; 500; $2.50 min.). 

Buddy Moreno (Aragon: $0.90-$1.15 adb.) 
takes over on the fourth. 

Buddy Shaw (Latin Quarter; 700; $2.50 min.). New show with George 
M. Cohan. Jr., and Dottie Dotson replaced Ted Lewis Friday (2). Soft 2,900. 


Lena Horne top lure in town; 


Mild, 13,000. 
Off again this week to 2,900. 
Fine 17,000. Griff Williams 


(Los Angeles) 
Alvine Rey (Aragon, B, Ocean Park, Ist wk). 
fine 7,300 admissions, 
Charlie Barnet and Jimmy Zite (Meadowbrook, B, Culver City). New 
policy of two orchestras and 10 vaude acts got off to good start Fri. (2). 
Tony Pastor (Palladium, B, Hollywood, Ist wk). Started stand April 29 
and first week looks like mild 14,000. Biz has been off at this spot. 


SS 
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Polk Resigns Chi MCA 
For Berth With Mus-Art 


Chicago, May 6. | 


Bill Polk, who quit Music Corp. | 


night. department. joined the new 
Mus-Art agency here last week. He 
will assist Russ Facchine, local M-A 
head. leaving the latter freer to 
strengthen the foundation of the 
new outfit. 

Polk is the fourth MCA man to 
hook up with M-A, the other three 
being the founders of the org—Jack 
Whittemore. Lyle Thayer and Fac- 
chine. 


Spike Jones MCA 
Deal Blow to GAC 


Spike Jones’ orchestra is definitely 
lost to General Artists. Jones signed 
a térm management contract with 
Music Corp. of America in Harris- 
burg, Pa., April 25, effective imme- 
diately after completion of dates set 


lup for him by GAC. Switchove 
of Jones to MCA was quite a jolt 
ito GAC. which had been booking 


| 


Jones for the past few years with- 


| out a contract. During that time he 


| 


Third week | 


| 
} 


} 


| week or 


|chestra for the 


| outfit 
| he starts a 


had become*one of the hottest b.o. 
names in the country, pouring con- 
siderable cash in commissions into 
GAC coffers annually. 

doubly hurtful to 
moment since only a 
so ago another of its best 
sources of -evenue—Stan Kenton— 
had been forced to disband his or- 
summer. Prior to 
Herman disbanded his 
now back as a single: 
radio commercial in 
July). In addition, Jimmy Dorsey is 


Losing Jones i 


GAC at the 


that Woody 
(but is 


llaying off for five weeks and may 
}not be with GAC after the coming 
fall. when his contract expires. He 


} 
i 
| 





figures as a possible addition to the 
roster of the new Mus-Art outfit. 


Balky Planes Leave Pitt 
Promoters, Lopez in Air 


Pittsburgh, May 6. 
Vincent Lopez, booked for a com- 
. 


bined  concert-dance at Syria 
Mosque last Wednesday night (30), | 


left the promoters up in the 


at the time. Lopez never showed. 
Neither did his band with the ex- 
ception of a clarinetist and a 


drummer; both of whom came by | 


train. 

Maestro and his crew were due in 
at 6 p.m. by plane from New York, 
but their ship developed engine 
trouble over Philadelphia and was | 
grounded. Another craft was hur- 
ried from Washington to pick them 


| composer and publisher of 


| distributed, the 


| Nancy Ann Stokes. 


| because of an appendix operation. 


| he’s 


air, | 
which is exactly where he was, too, | 





up but around Bellefonte, it also 
went bad and had to return to | 
Philly. By that time, it was too late 
anyway for Lopez to make the date. 


———2..., 


Inside Stufl—Orchestras-Music 


Workmen have completed the installation of a complete broadcasting 
studio in the Encino, Cal., home of Martin Block. Latter set aside what 
once was a playroom in the house he bought last year to make over as a 
studio and from -it he will do all his live shows on KFWB, Hollywood 
(starting June 2) as well as his transcribed programs for WNEW, New 
York. 

Block is now in the process of stocking the niche with hundreds of 
recordings and when he finishes it won’t be necessary for him to move 
out of his ‘home to do any of the broadcasting he has lined up, with the 
exception, of course, of the Chesterfield shows he does from Hollywood 
with Jo Stafford. In addition, Block operates a 10-meter ham station for 
his own amusement. At the start of the recent phone strike he was al} set 
to. overcome an inability to relay his WNEW scripts east by phone by an 
arrangement with one of WNEW'’s engineers, who also has a ham station 
in N. Y.’s suburbs. Somehow, jhowever, he got regular calls through and 
the ham wasnt 


angle necessary 


There is no word as to when Stan Kenton will reorganize his orchestra 
despite the pressure being put on him by General Artists agency to pick 
Kenton is in Hollywood resting after collapsing 
Tuscaloosa, Ala., which followed his brushing 
aside doctor’s orders and continuing fulfilling dates at the behest of GAC 
and operators who had him booked He may return sometime in July, or 
possibly not until August, when he is due into the Palladium Ballroom, 
Hollywood. Meanwhile, hoping that he will reorganize sooner than ex. 
pected, GAC has not cancelled all dates he had booked. 


up as soon as possible 


during a one-nighter at 


Those set from 


| June 8 on are still effective, but as time goes on and Kenton is still out 
i these will be dropped one by one on one month's notice. 
— - 


Singer Margaret Whiting has suggested to ASCAP prexy Deems Taylor 


that the songwriters society start giving annual awards, patterned on 
Oscars to top cleffers. This has been increasingly talked over by tune- 
| sters. The chirp suggests kudos for best ballad of year; best novelty: 
best new rhythm tune: outstanding contribution to, classical music: top 
piece of semi-classical; special award to most promising new write! of 
year; special citations to publisher, writer or individual deemed to have 
| done the most toward development of U. S. music each year; award to 


most successful song revival; award to com- 


poser of outstanding score from a Broadway musical. Miss Whiting’s 


father was the late Dick Whiting, an AA member of the Society. Poll 
of strictly ASCAP members will determine winners. 
Bill Phillips, all-night disk jock on KFI, Los Angeles, uses an unusual 


| twist on the idea of having guest stars talk to listeners on the phone on his 
| show. 


He calls his guests “Mr. or Mrs. X” at the outset and sends their 


| voices through a reverberating chamber to disguise them before going out 


on the air, while listeners attempt to identify them. 
prizes of recordings When enough 


rary “Se 
iaeniihea by 


Those that do receive 
of the latter have been 
ihe playing of one of his or her 
recordings and a session of answering listener calls continues for 
hour or so. 


albums, ete 
guest is 


another 


Nancy Patton, the pinch-hitting singer with Harry Cool’s band, is really 
daughter of Harold L. Stokes, prez of NBC in Chicago, 
She joined the orchestra for two-week engagement at Bill Green's. Pitts- 
burgh, when Cool’s regular vocalist, Frances Starling, had to stay behind 
Latter’s expected to rejoin outfit any 


; day now, at which time Miss Patton-Stokes wili return to Chicago. where 


she has done considerable radio work. 


Currently swinging through the midwest on a string of vaude dates. Guy 
Lombardo cracked the all-time Sunday b.o. record at Minneapolis’ Radio 
City theatre this week with a $9.000 gross. Closing thére Thursday (8), 

slated for a tour While in Minneapolis Lombardo re- 
ceived a plague from the local Aquacentennial committee. Named Honorary 
Commodore by the organization, he was also invited to race his Tempo VI 
there this summer. 


one-night 


Mercury Records is not leasing a National Records plant in the New 
York area. Mercury simply has concluded an arrangement with National 
whereby the latter will do some of the former's pressing work, as a 
means of facilitating eastern circulation of Mercury disks in demand. In 
exchange, Mercury will press for National at the former's Los Angeles 
plant when and if it is necessary. ' 


Amidst the rather static music business there bestirs periodically the 
rumor that the Metro-Bregman, Vocco & Conn deal is reviving itself, and 
then just as quickly it cools off. Just as the report of Metro’s interest in 
the London firm of B. Feldman is now a dead issue. 


As television becomes a growing factor, it’s figured that the film com- 
pany-owned music firms will take on new values. 
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No Music in Mo. Solons 
















: A fairly big crowd was on hand , Ss il : 
LOUIS BERNSTEIN Thornhill Expands Band here, so Mosque bunch hastily as- St. Louis, May 6. | as ~ with 
SUGGESTS FOR YOUR PROGRAM || Claude Thornhill is increasing the | sembled a flock of local acts, got a Plan to legislate “Missouri, the | WA “y Lomberde 
size of his band while almost evel y | Pittsburgh band and went ahead | Show-Me State.” as the official gong} N and the Song Spinners 
other leader is endeavoring to cut} with the schedule anyway. They | ; ; ! D A 
: . . | a ~ | for Missouri fell by tt ravside las D on Decca No. 23550 
in the face of economic and b.0. | offered to refund money to anybody. na y the wayside Jast 
troubles. Thornhill last week} Very few took advantage of this and | ™ eek when sponsors of the Irvine- | 0 
ii a t. added three piccolos and a tuba to | stayed on. | Bone-Ham bill decided there is no | U 
his combo to bring the band up a a ee ere | sniogio in the hearts of the solons and | T 
20 men. tossed in the s ie Yh | ih 
: ss i sponge for the second | HR 
YO U Inclusion of the tuba in a band | Mel Torme for N. Y. Copa time in as many sessions of the State U 
like Thornhill’s is surprising, but | Mel Torme is slated to open at | Legislature. N 
‘his use of the instrument will not |the Copacabana, N. Y., May 28 on | Bill igeon-hol - 
a cae , - -d since last : ‘ : 
Music by ¢..2%..¢ follow the usual pattern. Horn is an | the show topped by Mitzi Green. 18 was aieaa off aa seitede te ‘ All Material Available 
JIMMY McHUGH addition to the rhythm section, but | Monte Proser, Copa’s operator,| Speaker Murray E. Thompson be- | 
SHAPIRO-BERNSTEIN in a manner completely foreign to | pens to change production numbers | cause of the continued failure of its PAULL-PIONEER MUSIC CORP 
the usual pattern. for this show, sponsors to urge its passage. Boke scent. ew FOE SO 
ae ——— _- —————— 


























WOODY HERMAN (Columbia) 
STARLIGHTERS (Mercury) bd 


Room 605 @ RKO Bidg. @ New York 
Ci 5-7236 





YOUR NEWEST NOVELTY HIT! 


ACROSS The ALLEY FROM THE ALAMO 


RECORDINGS 


® STAN KENTON (Capitol) 


3 SUNS (Victor) e AND 


LESLIE MUSIC CORP. 








6 MILLS BROS. (Decca) 
ALL TRANSCRIPTION LIBRARIES 


1491 Vine St. @ Hollywood 
GR 1050 
































ng 
lat 


od 
PW 


ve 
he 
od 
or 


an 
on 
nd 


ym 
ut 


or 
on 


op 


ve 
to 


g's 


oll 


ial 


Vis 


put 
ve 
en 
er 
ier 


ily 


nd 
ny 


uy 
lio 
B), 


ry 


VI 


al 
In 


es 


he 
ad 


in 


n- 




















Wednesday, May 7, 1947 VARIETY 


—_——— 





., Dlug Sine ad, Shae 4 Ballad! 


'A-SUNDAY KIND OF LOVE 4 


CLAUDE THORNHILL — featuring JANE HARVEY and the 
FRAN WARREN (Columbia) PAGE CAVANAUGH TRIO (Victor) 





¢’ ELLA FITZGERALD (Decca), THE JUBILAIRES (King) >% 
JIMMY DORSEY (MGM) ) FRANKIE LAINE (Mercury) 
LOUIS PRIMA (Majestic) JO STAFFORD (Capitol) %§ 
The Peter Maurice Music Co., Ltd. 


HAL FEIN, Prof. \Magr. * ARCHIE LEVINGTON, Chicago * SAMMY FRIEOMAN, Hollywood . 





Look at “hat Linens of Platters! 


ON THE OLD SPANISH TRAIL 


FRANK SINATRA (Columbia) BING. CROSBY (Decca) 
ANDY RUSSELL (Capitol) ALAN DALE (Signature) 
JOHNNY LORENZ (Mercury} . JACK McLEAN (Coast) 
EDDY HOWARD (Majestic! SAMMY KAYE (Victor) 
GINNY SIMMS (Sonora) ART LUND (MGM) 
ROY ROGERS (Victor) CONNEE BOSWELL (Apollo) 
MARSHALL YOUNG (Rainbow) , JOE DOSH (Continental) 


The Peter Maurice Music Co., Ltd. 







Duchess 


GET UP THOSE. 
STAIRS, MADEMOISELLE 








MUSIC PUBLISHERS’ BATTING AVCGS 
(BY PUBLISHING-FIRMS) 

JANUARY, 1947, THRU MARCI, 1947 

seid MAMMRENA ails, Pleee Sheoine and beats: tee cnoaha.ane 
see listed singly. altho all are controlled by one management. The seme 


holds for Burke. Ven Heusen and E. H. Morris, or Remick and Witmork wn 
Io 








the Warners. ive both sides of the picture The 




















own the breakdown and pres low an additional betting 
reveals which group or combine or busine nagement hod the 
point-scoring sengs in the first quarter of this year 
. TONY PASTOR (Columbia) LIONEL HAMPTON (Decca) 
(Pe tore ang f “s : , 
a = et bee P Duchess Music Corporation 
* Duchess 158 (1) LOVE YOU FOR SENTIMENTAL BEASONS im % : — 
leeds OPEN THE DOOR, RICHARD 
TUL CLOSE MY EVES , 













Gallad Seautiful With a Heart-Beat/ 


(I've Been So Wrong For So Long, But) 


a M SO RIGHT TONIGHT : 


PHIL HARRIS and the 
PAGE CAVANAUGH TRIO (Victor) HELEN’ FORREST (MGM) 


DINAH SHORE (Cotimbia) GINNY SIMMS (Sénora) 
THE ANDREWS SISTERS (Decca) . GEORGIA GIBBS (Maiestic 




















Leeds Music Corporation 


Sock Wordage and a “/errific Rhythm “Jane / 


EET ME AT NO SPECIAL PLACE 


(And I'll Be There at No Particular Time) 


JOE MOONEY QUARTET (Decca) RAY McKINLEY (Majestic) 
KING COLE TRIO (Capito!) COUNT BASIE (Victor) 
TONY PASTOR (Columbio) RAY ANTHONY (Sonora! 























Leeds Music Corporation 


At GALLICO, Prof Mgr. * OON GENSON, Chicaco'* .GOLDIE GOLOMARK. Hollywood 
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On The Upbeat 


New York 


Guy Lombardo set to play May 
30-31 at Convention Hall, Asbury, 
dates formerly held by disbanded 


Stan Kenton, but even he is balking 
at fulfilling them, with Music Corp. 
of America exerting pressure... 
N. Y. Times took an editorial crack 
at American Federation of Musi- 
cians and James C. Petrillo for L. A. 
local 47 rules restricting members 
earning powers...RCA-Victor put- 
ting up $1,000 prize for second Rach- 


maninoff Fund contest for pianists 
Shelly Manne, Stan Kenton 
drummer, at Three Deuces, N. Y.|} 
with own combo...Sammy Kaye hit- | 
ting high b.o. figures in midwest 
theatres...Mood Mtusic, Shapiro- 
Bernstein-Decca subsid hooked up 
with Columbia Pictures, will work | 
on outside songs between film scores, 
first being Little Jack Little-Teddy 


Powell’s “Oh, My Aching Heart”... 
MCA heads Jules Stein, Lou Wasser- 
man in town. D’Arve Barton, Cleve- 
land head, in for one day...Capitol 
Records music sheet reaching for 
1,000,000 copies a month circulation; 


now printed in various cities to ex- 
pedite circulation...Al Trace into 
Pelham Heath Inn next week (13)... 
J. C. Heard combo completed bit in 
20th-Fox “Kiss of Death” in N. Y... 
First song by new Guy Lombardo- 
BVC music subsid is “Echo Said 
No,” ironically enough written by 
maestro Art Kassel...Moe Gale 
agency may take Keynote offices in 
Hollywood as Coast branch site... 
Emil Coleman closes at the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria, N. Y., May 14, then 
vacations briefly. Booked for 12 
society parties in June, he moves to 
Hollywood’s Mocambo in July thence 
to Outhwaite’s, Saratoga Springs, 
N. Y., in August. Returns to Mo- 
cambo Sept. 5 





| Palisades Park, N. J., for week 
| stand June 12...Victor Lombardo 
|into Terrace Room, Hotel New 


| Yorker, next week (15). 


Chicago 
Dave Garroway, local disk jockey, 
ran his 11:60 Club Jazz Concert last 
Sunday at the Civic Opera House, 
with Georgie Auld, Chet Roble, Red 


(Continued on page 63) 




















Mit Tunes for May 
(On Records) 


yi ANOTHER NIGHT LIKE THIS (Maxis) 


a Dick Haymes—Dec. 23731 


Hal Winters—Apollo 1034 ® 
Don Alfredo—Pan.-Amer. 076 


® tarry Douglas—Sig. 


@ Desi Arnaz—Vic. ‘20-2052 
“hs Hal Derwin—Cap. 336 © Herb Kern-Lloyd Sloep—Tempo 984 


37339 
15085 


Tommy Tucker—Col. 


P| FOR SENTIMENTAL REASONS ‘oichess) 


ia Eddy Howard—Maj. 1071 © 


Charlie Spivak—Vic. 20-1981 


Ella Fitrgerald—Dec. 23670 © Dinah Shore—Col. 37188 
King Cole Trie—Cap. 304 © Art Kassel—Vogue 781 ¥* 


iy Fran Wearren—Cosmo 514 ® 


Brown Dots—Manor 1041 


ana Skip Strahi—Emerald 106 


Wr 


ILLUSION (Pemora) 


Hal Winters-Jose Morand—Apolle 1034 © Don Jose—Gotham 3003 


an Xavier Cugat—Col. 37319 © 


AS 


Bobby Doyle—Sig. 15079 


a John Paris—Vic. 26-9021 


IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN 
Fy, <A DIFFERENT STORY (campbell-Porgie) 


ue Tex Beneke—Vic. 20-2123 © Hal Derwin—Cap. 377 
o Buddy Clark—Col. 37302 
IT TAKES TIME (tondon) ; 
a Benny Goodman—Cep. 376 © Louis Armstrong—Vic. 20-2228 
‘lta Doris Day—Col. 37324 © Guy iombarde—Dec. 23865 
MS" " 


oa MANAGUA, NICARAGUA (Encore) 


Freddy Martin—Vic. 20-2026 





Two Ton Boker—Mercury 5016 
Julie Conway—Sig. 15086 


ath, Billy Wilfioms—Vic. 20-2450 


Eddy Howard—Maj. 1117 © 


© Guy lombardo—Dec. 23782 


Kay Kyser—Col. 37214 © Gordon Trio—Sonora 3032 


® Dick Peterson—Enterprise 251 


@ Jese Curbelo—Vic 26-9015 


7, MY ADOBE HACIENDA (Peer) 


®@ Kenny Boker—Dec. 23846 
Esquire Trio—Rhapsody 102 


Jack Mclean—Coast 8001 ©@ Bobby True—Mercury 3057 
Coffman Sisters—Ent. 147 © Hammondairs—Mars 1037 


louise Massey—Col. 37332 
Art Kassel—Vogue 785 


P Spike Jones—Vic. 20-2023 
«file lawrence Welk—Dec. 23878 


© Dinning Sisters—Cap. 389 
© Billy Hughes—King 609 


a MY PRETTY GIRL irepubiic) 


© Cliffie Stone—Cap. 378 
® Ted Straeter—Sonera 2022 


tex FHAT’'S HOW MUCH | LOVE YOU ‘vogue? 
Bing Crosby—Dec. 23840 © Frank Sinatra—Col. 37231 
Lovis Prima—Maj. 2107 © Eddy Arnold—Vic. 20-1948 
Alvino Rey—Cap. 363 © Wally Fowler—Merc. 6031 


Fred Kirby—Sonora 7023 © Red Foley—Dec. 46028 


UNLESS IT CAN HAPPEN WITH YOU 


alt Three Suns—Vic. 20-2197 


(Stévens) 
@ Frankie Carle—Col. 37311 


ant Mr. & Mrs. Andy Russeli—Cap. 336 


Johany Long—Sig. 15109 


The Storlighters—Merc.* 


© Blue Barron—MGM 10014 
@ Lawrence Welk—Dec.* 


7 | WE COULD MAKE SUCH 


bam =—- BEAUTIFUL MUSIC «am a 


Vaughn Monroe—Vic. 20-2095 © Frankie Carle—Col. 37222 











King Cole Trio—Cap. 393 


King Sisters--Vogue* 


Rosemary Calvin—Maj. 1119 © Roberta Lee—Sonora 2016 
Betty Reilly—De Luxe 1079 © Les Brown—Col.* 


Sherman Hayes—Aristicrat* © Jock Mclean—Coast* 


Monica Lewis—Sig. 15068 © George Tewne—Sonora 2002 
Billy Butterfield—Cap. 371 


YOU DON’T LEARN THAT IN SCHOOL 


© Bive Barron—M-G-M 10005 


(Vanguard) 
© Lovis Armstrong—Vic. 20-2240 


@ Sunny Skyler—Mercury* 


* Seon to be released 


BROADCAST MUSIC INC. 


~ 


S80 FIFTH AVENUE 


NEW YORK . 


CHICAGO ° 


NEW YORK 
ieiiewbas 





-Les Elgart opens at | 


| Cantor as well as Gene Buck and 





150 Attend at Unveiling 
Of Gus Edwards Mer-orial 


With some 150 representatives of 
all forms of show business on hand, 
a memorial monument to the late 
Gus Edwards was unveiled Sunday| Embassy Music Corp., owned by 
(4) at Woodlawn Cemetery, the | Jack Johnstone and Tommy Dorsey 
Bronx, N. Y. Commemorsting the | temporarily closed its doors last 


Embassy in Temporary 
Fold; Resumes in Fall 


life of the noted composer, a sculp- | week. Firm will be reactivated in 


ture of a schoolboy and schoolgirl | September, a song by Sammy Stept 
was etched in the stone over an in-]and Eddy Howard having been 
scription, “School Days.” Song+|scheduled for promotion at that 
smith’s widow, Mrs. Lillian Ed-| time. It’s titled, “I'll Be There.” 

wards, who came in from the Coast Meanwhile, the vacation 
for the event, arranged the memo-| business has put a total ol 10 people | 





rial. ~~ of work, some of them contact 
Those who paid tribute to Ed-|men and the others from the office 
wards, who died Nov. 5, 1945, in- | St@“._ George Marlo, who did run} 


the Dorsey Bros. Music firm, but! 


cluded his early associate Eddie 


run the freres N. Y. office, will be in 
Georgie Price. Others who attended | N. Y. alone with a minimum clerical 
were Joan Edwards, 
composer; Herman Timberg, Lou | manage Dorsey's 
Schwartz and Solly Cohn. Rev. Dr. 
Dr. Israel Goldstein presided. Be-| Embassy Coast rep since T.D. broke 
sides “School Days” Edwards wrote | up his band (he had been road man- 
“By the Light of the Silvery Moon,” | ager) resumes caring for the band’s 
“In My Merry Oldsmobile” and | affairs when T.D. opens at the head | 
others. 


Casino Gardens 








Songs With Largest Radio Audiences: 


The top 30 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted Audience Cov- 
erage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast over Radio \Networks. 
Published by the Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 


Survey Week of April 25-May 1, 1947 





a nce Ce oon. kane oeS66s Soden eben cat ces Maurice 
Anniversary Song—7“Jolson Story”. seeiodiess® .< vee 
April Showers—?t“Jolson Syeptl Se oe eee re dere oe See are cae ie .Harms 
Bless You .. : Ropere + . .Shapiro- B 
CE ga 6 Wikies alee wa . .Feist 
DER ons a oan sic eben e6eaeeenes ubewusated Bbebe bana Leeds 
How Are Things In Glocea Morra—*"Finian’ s Rainbow”. ©...Crawford 
I Believe—?t“It Happened in Brooklyn”.......%.......4 «+- Sinatra 
y 8 FO 2 ee ra DE ae ey ete 5 re Se 

I Want To Thank Your Folks. itivere/enstndhe ES Ie Per. Oxford 
If I Had My Life To Live Cver .......... ate eee tess ove Cee 
If This Isn’t Love—*“Finian’s Rainbow”.............. ans . .Crawtord 
("ll Close My Eyes.. : Se Re eee es . .Maurice 
It Might Have Been a Different Story. pbhievnsddbabucene es aus C-P 

It Takes Time ....... ab kaed baka k oc bnd Maas we ere ee London 
io f ) &  Spateh Sie ay eee Pye . Capitol 
DNS ne tne Cérde bes dick kiet Malcluiins as ak wee . .Morris 
DR EU -. cv ced ch eevwae << . .Feist 
ee ee eee . Encore 
Midnight Masquerade ......... ..Shapiro-B 
My Adobe Hacienda .... sg weahGe + aaa od .. Southern 
Oh Why Did I Ever Leave ‘Wyoming. ae . .Feist 

Old Devil Moon—*“Finian’s Rainbow’’..... + .. Crawford 
EE SE STS .....Barton 
That’s Where I Came In etme eee ene 0 . Robbins 
When Am I Gonna Kiss You Good Morning. . . Martin 
Would You Believe Me—t“Love and Learn”....... . Remick 
Why Did It Have To End So Soon.................... . Berlin 
You Can’t See the Sun When You're Crying.... .-..Simon 
Youll Know When Kk Happens.................... . .Bourne 


The remaining 21 songs of the week, from the copyrighted ACI | 
(Peatman). 
A Gal In Calico—t“Time, Place, Girl”’............. .. Remick 
Alexander’s Ragtime Band.......... SikweOA NC ee ..... Berlin 
Ee ae ee cn ar Witmark 
AD <n. 5 ol Ce we od cn eedwseeess .. Famous 
Se en . Oxford 
Cu-Tu-Gu-Ru Cy ROL) es a ee .. Sinatra 
Girl That I Marry—*“Annie Get Your Gun’’.... .. Berlin 
I Can't Believe It Was All Make-Believe................... BVC 
I Gotta Gal I Love—j“Ladies Man”................cce ees Famous 
I Wonder I Wonder I Wonder................ daves 0s tae eee 
ee oh cis we ous de st cabhesscd ees beuddens «bwds Pemora 
It’s Dreamtime ............ ..«-..Santly-Joy 
It’s the Same Old Dream—;‘ It Happened | in Brooklyn” ob 600 EES 
I 6 ok ce vevctches seande vals sbeueevan . .Triangle 
There Is No Greater Love.... eT See Ee erry oe. World 
STUN SINS hbtietra es . Akos 6.0<0c0cececcce ... Advanced 
NE as, cies sacad esse ce dbes sa tbccey Seaenue 
aes Be Bees EF LOVE) YOu, onic cs cccacelcccccccecutess Vogue 
I NO sg i rig ce avescbeccenctececcet ebais Shapiro-B 
We Could Make Such Beautiful Music.................ee6- BMI 
/What Am I Gonna Do About You?—;“Ladies Man”......... Paramount 





But Staff Scatters 


Wednesday, May 7, 1947 


Chi AFM Eases — 
Ban on P.A.’s 


Chicago, May 6. 
Chi Local 10 of the American Fed. 
eration of Musicians, which has long 
had a rule barring bandleaders fr om 
doing guest appearances on disk 
shows, appearing at record shops, 





from | 


|} marts in the future if the 


who has retired from contacting to | 


niece of the | staff. Johnstone goes to California to | 


ballroom, Ocean Park. Dave Jacobs, | months. 


of a new outfit May 16 at the Casino. 





etc., last week relaxed its stand on 
the latter angle. Maestroes ¢ an 
show their kissers at retail aj k 


store in. 
volved makes a request to the |; cal 
several weeks in advance Band- 


leaders are not allowed to make the 


request themselves and the ni 


imoer 
of dates asked by one shop is limited 
Local 10’s ban against all such ap- 
pearances has been in effect several 


It started with Burl Ives. 


| Local felt that disk companies were 


pushing their artists into too many 
p.a. dates. In addition to the disk 
jocks and storekeepers, local vaude 
| houses sharply object to the ban 
since it closes to them an avenue of 


exploitation. 

Local platter jocks are getting to. 
gether to approach the local’s execu- 
tives on the ground that if stores 
can have dates with record names 
they, too, should be given considera- 
tion. Executives of the AFM arm, 
howeyer, are prepared to hand the 
jocks a flat turndown, 











TOP HIT OF YESTERDAY 
GREAT 


POPULAR 
STANDARD TODAY 


An All-Time All-Timer 


THE 
WHIFFENPOOF 
SONG 


(Baa! Baal Baa!) 


Words and Music by 
Mioniguede, hisvnstacls ond Ssientad 
























t Filmusical. * Legit Musical. 








WANTED! 


RECORDED MASTERS 
AND STAMPERS 


eins 


UN-RELEASED, GOOD JUKE BOX AND 
DISC JOCKEY STANDARDS AND 
ORIGINALS. MUST BE “CLEARED” 
VIA BMI OR ASCAP 





RUSH DUB-COPIES, ETC., TO 


EMPEY RECORDS, INC. 


115 W. 53rd St., New York City 
Phone: CO. 5-9074 




















10 Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending, May 3) 


Mam’selle . . Feist 

0 ae ere Mayfair -|] | 
Anniversary Song......... Mood | 
April Showers...........Harms 
ES ESS ee Leeds 

My Adobe Hacienda ......Peer 


That's Where I Came In. Robbins 














Managua Nicaragua......Encore 

Glocea Morra... . Crawford 

Roses In Raia. . . .Barton 

Second 10 

Life to Live Over...... General , 

It’s Good Day.........;. ; Capitol 

Ill Close My Eyes...... Maurice 

Egg and I........ -o.+e+-Miller 

i. PPE RRS . Sinatra 

You Can’t See Sun........ Simon 

Sunday Kind of Love. ..Maurice 

Peg 0’ My Heart.. .Robbins 

Midnight Masquerade. Shapiro- B 

Santa Catalina.........:.. Spina rh Ave., New York 22 

nd PL, 5-55 72 





Queen of Name Bands 


INA RAY HUTTON 


HER MEN OF MUSIC 
Featuring DANNY RICARDO 


Currently (is 


STRAND THEATRE, New York 











EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 


JOE GLASER, Pres. 
54 W. Randolph St. 


Chicago 









































Wednesday, May 7, 1947 


ARI 


VAUDEVILLE 59 





N. Y’s Vanity Fair, 


Zanzibar Fold: 


Nat Harris Angling Former Spot 


Iliness of Joe Howard, owner of 
the Vanity Fair, N. Y., has forced 
the shuttering of that club with lit- 
tle likelihood that it will open be- 
fore autumn. Meanwhile, Nat Har- 
ris, manager Of the Latin Quarter, 
N. Y., has been placed in charge of 
the operation until Howard recovers 
sufficiently to decide on the fate of 
spot. Zanzibar Cafe, on former site 


of Ole South, in which Howard held 


interest, also shuttered last week. 

Closing made necessary 
the fact that, with 
there was no one to sign 
Consequently, 


becguse of 
Howard away, 
check: 
Howard's family asked 





the American Federation of Musi- 
cians and the American Guild of 
Variety Artists to pay performers 
Didn’t Pay Off 
With closing of the Vanity 
Fair and Zanzibar, both N. Y,, 


the no-minimum-no-cover pol- 
icy in major niteries has passed 
out of the N. Y. cafe scene. For 
a while it appeared that this 
mode of operation might spread 
to other major clubs when La 
Martinique adopted that policy. 

La Martinique, however, re- 
turned to its minimum charge a 
few days before closing, and 
vogue appears to have died out 
completely with VF and Zanzi 
foldos. 


— 





amare 





A EY 
and musicians out of the 
posted with the unions, and 
off operations until further 


bonds 
called 
notice. 


Harris is reported as ready to buy | 


deal has been set so 
use of Howard's illness and 
take inventory, 

Lou Walter, LQ op, is said to be 
behind Harris if the deal is con- 
summated, but Walters declares Har- 
ris is at the Vanity Fair on loanout. 
There's further talk that VF is being 
eliminated as competition to the 
Latin Quarter which is one block 
away from that spot. However, 
Walters previously expressed him- 
self as welcOming big cafes on the 
street inasmuch as presence of sev- 
eral big clubs makes Broadway a 
cafe center and attracts more people. 


wey 


spot, but no 
far beca 


necessity to 


-- 













“BILLBOARD 
MIA 


material new 
area. ee 
an uproar 
patrons an 
advertising. 


agents, and fate 
pewholders cast 10° 
Foster when ihe 

hows —— 













+ 





Mex Vauder Folds After 
Long Siege of Bad Biz 


Mexico City, May 6. 

Teatro Lirico, historic local vaude- 
revue theatre where Lupe Velez 
started, and one of the three local 
frontline the field, shut- 
result of progressively 
| bad biz, $12,000 
| (Mex.) leaves the 


Teatros Follies Bergeres and Tivoli 


houses in 





tered as a 
reportedly leaving a 
deficit Closure 
to serve vaude-revue trade. 


Lirico’s 
folding jis attributed to general bi: 


I 


depression 

Just before shuttering, Lirico got 
more grief in the form of the injury 
| of six chorines, three seriously, 
a prop broke during a rehearsal. 


RESORT OPS, WARY OF 


New York mountain 
apprehensive of the season 
t. Resort operators have 
told bookers to ease up on the budg- 
lets until they have a fair idea of 
ne the season will turn cut, 


The upper 


circuit is 


about to stal 


Hotel operators: fear that the 
slump that’s beset the rest of the 
i} entertainment field will hit the re- 
| sort spots. So far, reservations have 
| been way under par, 
| The innkeepers are waiting for the 
Decoration day weekend before go- 
ing ahead with talent plans for the 
season, While full houses are ex- 
|} pected, operators feel that they can 
get an idea of the advance business 
by the money spent at the bar, and 
the number that make arrangements 
for prolonged stays during the hot 
months. 


have to come down Once the season 
gets under way. So far that hasn't 


| been done, but they'll make up their | 


minds after May 30. 

| Meanwhile, 

| talent on weekends and will go into 
full weeks around July 4. 


SLUMP, PRUNE COSTS' 





|and Barry Wood 


'record for 


when | 


Proser’s 


| erally 





Mpls. Niteries Plunge On | 
Talent to Hypo Slump P 


Minneapolis, May 6. 

Although night club business gen- 
is off. leading local supper | 
clubs are not retrenching on talent. | 
Hotel Nicollet’s Minnesota Terrace 
is packing ’em in with Patsy Kelly 
while Mildred 
new attendance 
Harry Carroll 
are underlined for 
the Minnesota~ Terrace with the 
Dorothy Lewis ice show following | 
for Summer run. 
The Hotel Radisson Flame Room | 
followed John Boles with the Mod- 


Bailey just set a 
Curly’s. 
and Polly Baker 


ernaires and has Russell Swann cur- 

rently It ist’ missed out on Tito 

Guizar, who had to cancel his book- 
due to a picture commitment, 


Miranda’s Copa Click 
Proves Cafe Biz Still 
Big If Draw Is Potent 


Carmen Miranda's click at Monte 
Copacabana, N. Y., points 
up anew the old saw, “there’s al- | 
evidencing | 


ways room at the top,” 

that the high spots, with top at- 
itractions, are certain of prosperity | 
always. It’s a show business adage 
that if you've got a hit you don’t 
need alibis, as witness “Finian’s 
Rainbow.” “Brigadoon,” etc., in the 
face of the general downbeat with 


| the in-between shows. 


| latter 


Torme come in with a new show | 
ifor six weeks: thence Lena Horne | 
(following the Metro star’s ens gage- | 
ment at the Capitol. on Broadway); | 


Some hotelmen feel that rates will | 


| 


| 
} 


most resorts are using |* 


| Hayes back for two months in No- 


The Brazilian 
comedienne’s business at the Copa, 
currently, is an object lesson to con- 
temporary bonifaces in New York, 
several of whom have shuttered, are 
planning folderoos, or worse. The} 
refers to amusement tax ar- 
rears, for which Uncle Sam is get- 
ting into the picture. 

Proser has Miss 
May 28, when Mitzi 


Miranda until 
Green and Mel 


Joe E. Lewis, again 
September; 


with a new 


revue, in Peter Lind 


| ‘ 
vember; and Tony Martin's return Peokearnps Cat 
in January. 
7 ° — | N . N sles ‘ 1 
Proser, in between, is readying | Voro Morales orcl 
Mama Loves Papa,” nee “They Like | draw are continuing 
| 


‘Em Handsome.” book by 
(Continued on 
Sere 


Stephen | 
page 63) 


j;at the 


| concentrated m 


of new 


| Sophie 


Only Top Names Draw Indef or Lure 
Repeat Biz in N. Y.s Plush Niteries 


New York bonifaces are discover- | 
all except the top names 
values after a} 
Names like Sophie Tucker, 
current at the Latin Quarter; Joe E. | 
annually 
Hildegarde. 
room of 


ing that 
wear out their b.o, 


month 


Lewis, who comes 
Copacabana; 
Persian 
Milton Berle, 


at the C 


liners ec been P\ 


i;Zinning ot the veal 


big weeks with mos 
inevitable recession 
the operator scurry 


Because 


Situation, Ca 


change. 
money 


names 
a repeat visit to as 
tertainer they know 
sistently rather thar 
on an intermealate 

Vanity Fair, prio 
week, recognized tl 
nounced a 


Now 


two weeks. 


booking toppers for 


weeks with options. 


One of the 


the Case of 


spots 


policy of 


outstanaing 
trend in bookings 


Charles Tre 


Jean 


t ead! 


sets In 


ing about 


ol tne 


Sablon 
1 Wedg- 
Astol 
es I 
by 
e ot top- 
I lé 
ine 
that Nas 
fr) 
BARA 


tightel 


fe patronage is 


with top 
Customers would rather pay 
pot with an en- 


can deliver con- 
1 take a 


name 


at fact 


most 


Iwo 


€ 


( 


chance 


and an- 


changes every 
cafes are 


r inree 


examples 
is seen in 


et, who 


clicked handily at the Embassy last 


year. In coming 


ing night and Tre 


alter several weeks 


back 
business was oft even on the 


this 


season, 


open- 


net bowed out 


of slim 


Reliables Sustain B. 


Relii 
ess will be 
cafes until 
prove. The Latin 
Tucker, Coy 


the busi 


business 


| 


business 


Versai Nes, 
}run of Car! Brisson, is 


iance upon headliners 


biz. 


Oo. 


4 


tO Carry 


the rule in top 


conaitions im- 


Quarter with 


a With 


1 as the 


Carmen 


e Society with Lucienne 
Boyer, and the Havana-Madrid with 


prime 


to do a healthy 


with 


the long 


tapering off 


to the} 
an annual 
the Plaza; | 
who played 44 weeks 


irnival, and 


| Sophie 


at the late shows, but dinner busi- 
| ness continues big. 

The small intimate rooms, so far, 
| have no such problem, Spots like 
| the Blue Angel and Ruban Bleu are 
hitting big takes, but they're chang- 
|} ing acts fairly regularly to keep the 
| patronage interested. 


Meanwhile, cafes that cannot get 
a drawing headliner are in difficult 
circumstances Within two eouhe 
three clubs have folded and others 

considering shuttering for the 
rie unless business picks up. 


- Foster, Parnell Miss 
Soph Fete Because Of 
Bad Flying Weather 


Having arrived in this country 


Monday (5), too late to attend the 
Tucker testimonial dinner at 
the Hotel Astor, N. Y., the day previ- 
Foster, head of Foster's 

London, and Val Parnell, 
ng director oi Moss Empire 
theatres, are now 


ous, Harry 
A { eo 


making deais for 
production of American 
shows 

Foster left immediately for the 
finalize a deal with Mae 
“Diamond Lil,” and will re- 
Y. Sunday (11), where he 


Coast to 
West for 


turn to N, 


will remain for 10 days before going 
back to England. 
Parnell, while in the U. S., hopes 


to confer with the 
London 


Shuberts on the 
production of “Sweethearts” 
: a vehicle for Arthur Aske, The 
Victor Herbert operetta would follow 
“Perchance to Dream” into the 
Hippodrome Parnell, who's going 
back to England Friday (9), mean- 
while is taking in “Brigadoon,” 
Finian’s Rainbow” and other top 


shows. 


Duo’s arrival in the U. S. was de- 
layed when their plane was forced to 
turn back in midocean because of 
bad weather, On a later start, they 
were held up at Shannon, Ireland, 
and Gander, Newfoundland. 

















A STAR IS BORN 


26 CONSECUTIVE WEEKS 5 


IN THE NATION’S LEADING CLUBS 





6 weeks 
10 weeks 


(OPENING MAY 5 


OPENING MAY 19 


2 weeks 


OPENING JUNE 3) 














2 weeks | CAIRO CLUB 


a 

COPACABANA: 9 , ane RT OE 

April 1 peked Whe } 4 weeks 

on Phil Fostet i” easy in 

Comedia® the gtart. vie ne and ae 
room £#6% perfect te, nis 
formal eget jvy are. and to this 
excellent welco : in 


HERE’S THE SCORE _- 


‘LA ‘MARTINIQUE E New 


COPACABANA 


New York — 





COPACABANA 


Washington 





“LATIN GASINO 
CLUB CHARLES 





Philadelphia 


—~—_—— —— 


Baltimore 








pee. Fostered by SOL TEPPER, RKO BUILDING, New York 
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Pn 
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YARIET> OC 
os RIETY 
PACABANA, MIAMI 
{ In Phil F April 23 ) 
} Young oe mer, the room h; { 
{ belated mle who adds up asa 
Comer, as tes 
\ laugh. MA Keps Upper among tl 
Past Months Seen hereabo, the | 
/ 2 walkon + From his self. S in | 
) deliberate t to the sock Wall "eflac. } 
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\ foark ac nite 
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{ — se peunding for I Saw } 
( eeigugh finale lis return, \ 
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: fresh 4 bts i comes from se on — 
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} usnal Which egeher 
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ibe 4l song : 
takeoffs led use of Such bitae San 
. on The Sas ft} 
Mine aC cornep g. ~~ 
Dodge Buys and Kals di: kang of 
‘How - SEG Lence and ‘a the 
\ ' a > : 
should pa £00 out of the OW ling j 
{ comedy 4apult the lad int Army” } 
Timing brag kets hen = 0 the te 'p 
: i 
Manny if delivery and i me time 
' are there Nratiating | 
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Night Club Reviews 


Persian Room, N. Y. | the Cotillion room, oe ae 
ZA) Astoria s gwood room, etc., co 
(HOTEL PLA _|tinue to perk along with good 

The DeMarcos, Pancho & Mark | crowds. And this despite ihe faci 
Monte Orchs; $1.50-$2 couvert. | that the Broadway clubs have re- 

, : ag 
This is the moore: ~ nostalgic | their biz, such" as instituting no 
traditions. Jolson, Chevalier, Ruth! cover, no minimum policies, while 
Etting, Jack Pearl and other come-| the class spots have held the line 
backs. Each a tradition, each a show | with their wartime prices and a la 
business great. carte menus. 

In ballroomology, among the last | Reasons for this seeming paradox 
of the terpsichorean greats are be could ja. many ane ie yrs h 
DeMarcos. Many have come and/|chief factor is probably the decline 
pectin & Vernon Castle, Joan), in Broadway’s Mtn Manag et 
Sawyer. Florence Walton (with vari-| niteries have always drawn consid- 
oun partn¢ rs, one of them a kid called} erably from visiting firemen, while 
Rudolph Valentino), Moss & Fontana, | the more expensive spots, and espe- 








Ramon & Rosita, Dario & Diane,} cially the hotel rooms, have plied 
Fowler & Tamara, Maurice & Cor- | their greatest trade among native 
doba, et al. Only a few greats are; New Yorkers, as well as the tran- 
left of the old so-called ‘old” | slents Situation is duplicated in the 
school. Veloz & Yolanda are one Broadway film houses, w: eve gross- 
Mary Rave & Naldi another. Mario; ¢S are estimated to have dropped 
& Floria another. There are a few| about 8%, whereas the nabes have 
others. And then there is Tony De- kept up with theatres in other key 


re { rarving partners, the | cities, showing much lesser declines. 
fate  nelag Sale Craven (Mrs. De- | Fact that the class spots can also 
Marco) whom he has schooled into per — — <a has also 
the nth degree of ballroomology. nolo ae ry i ale ii 

The new crop of terpers go in for Seotuatal d a deiiag iin “areal 
varying tricks that run the gamut) 772): oo semaine ae tie Tere 
of acrobatic holds of the neo-weight-| jo nted aiventt ey Pains og toe 
lifting school; balancing on the ful-| 2 gience oye ~ Det eee 
crum principle; the Latino style, and | tertainment with their a cio 
the like. But watch Tony DeMarco’s | ment W ir amusing an 


footwork ard his partner . repose | erable applause and laughter with 
and ease and a see the dif erence.’ much of the material they featured 
i's smooth and unruffled; it's suave | in recent concerts at Carnegie Wall 
anc e 90ed; Ss -aSUs ana daepdo~- and own all. N , 

nair, almost like a “conversation Duo. demonstrate they’re past 
piece.” But it all adds up to great)| masters at ballet with their spins, 
dancing, lt’s a showmanship that’s | leaps, etc., but it’s their ball 


born of grueling seasons of hard} mania, in which they depend great- 
work, tough schooling, and progres-'| ly on facial expressions, that sells 
sively accented new techniques, them. Their satires on a Hindu 


They do their terps with and with-/| fakir’s dance and on classical ballet 
out music, illustrating musical quar-| are excellent, but their best effort 
ter-notes and full-notes for novelty, is the “Carnegie Hall” number, on 
change of pace. They handle their| which they burlesque the maestro 
small talk like legits. The amenities; and musicians of a longhair orches- 
are well nigh perfect, as he studi-| tra, working in hilarious pantomime 


ously daubs her forehead; as their|on imitations of the instruments. | 


chitchat is part of the routines; as| Charley Reader’s orch gives them 


they break things up with a segue| top backing on a difficult assign- | 


from a polka to a samba: from the | ment in this number. Dancers’ zany 
new “Fred Astaire swingtrot” (an- | costumes aid the illusions. 
nounced plug for his school) to a Terrell is also standout with a 
tango; and so on through their solid| series of new and deftly-executed 
25-40 minutes. tricks. He works sans gab but shows 

There’s a Tiffany standard about | nifty aplomb via pantomimic asides 
the DeMarcos which is undeniable. | to the audience. 


and the sum total presentation best | how he fools them with his sleight- 
attests to the durability of the team. of-hand, and his amazing prestidigi- 
In support are Pancho as the No. 1| tations, such as transforming an or- 
band. and Mark Monte’s versatile | dinary paper wad into a real: egg 
Continentals (4) who plug the waits | ee ese eyes, oh qed 
deftly with Latin and waltz sets. aot a Se ee ae 
: Abel. uces the live bunnies out of a cake- 
pan but then goes a step further 
than most magicians by making the 
rabbits disappear again. 
Reader’s crew, with Stanley Worth 





Cotillion Reom, N. Y. 
(HOTEL PIERRE) 


. 37.| handling the vocals, backs the show 
Mata & Hari, G. Ray Terreil; ha : ‘ 
Charles Reader Orch, with Stanley | neatly and offers a good brand of 


. . ¢9| dance music. Joel Shaw’s rhumba 
Worth; Joel Shaw Rhumba Band; $2) cutat alternates on the latter as- 


minimum weekdays, $3 weekends. signment Stal 


Latin Quarter, Chi 





With the enggeeety, of Broadway 
niteries currently mired in declin- 
ing grosses, class niteries such as 


George M. Cohan, Jr. 











THERE'S ONLY ONE 


FRANCES 
FAYE 


(8): $2.50 minimum, 





Currently Featured at the 


ROOSEVELT HOTEL 
NEW ORLEANS, LA. 


Direction: M.C.A. 


real nitery bet. 














BOOKING 
AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFIORS 
LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 


Bee 
' » i | aL | ee 


|amazing routines, eliciting consid- | 


eto- | 


{ spite the room’s | 
Her gowns are sartorial highlights.| intimacy, there’s never a hint of 


Chicago, an >. 
tima 


Sherry, Dottie Dotson, Ming & Ling, 
Bob Lee, Line (8), Buddy Shaw Orch, 


George M. Cohan, Jr., headlining 
an interim show, booked to fill the 
gap between Ted Lewis’ closing on | 
April 30 and Gertrude Niesen’s open- é 
ing on May 23, does what could be} white coat and dark trousers, he 
construed on the one hand as a re- ae, we - ch 
markable job of imitating his father’s | Chiu,” “Negra Leona” and “Bim, 
song and dance routine which, con- Bam, Boom. Selling his songs with 

idering that his only real profes-| °. : 
anal pon Fo mort : ath gpmeiee 6 sidesteps requests for some of his 
breakin stint at Fay’s theatre, Provi-| 1570. . I 
dence, might mean that given more | (pTho ss eee oe tiehtl 
experience, youn Cohan will be a B new. And rightly so. 
he has much to th of ord aon |a Havana tamale vendor, and then 
ence, timing and selling a song. Look- | CO"'ibs, “Negro,” his own composi- 


ing amazingly like his father tune! 


height, build), he does a fine job of 
duplicating the mannerisms of his 
dad, with top assistance from John 





For change of pace she segyes into 
“Summertime” for hefty applause 
and a beg off 


| Frankie Rapp whizzes through the 


|McLaughlin, who had been his! show with a line of fast chatter and 


{father’s pianist for over 27 years, 
|prior to Cohan Sr.’s death. 

| Cohan, Jr., complete with hat and 
|cane, opens with “Musical Comedy 
| Man,” followed by “Nellie Kelly,” 
“Grand Old Flag,” “Yankee Doodle 
Boy,” “Harrigan,” and “Give My Re- 
gards to Broadway” for sock re- 
turns. Closing number, “Cohan and 


gags, old and new. Also does the 
oldtimer, “Trees,” and a slick job of 
emceeing show. ; 
Ben Yost Singers score and with 
Miss Raye hypoing act with addi- 
tional clowning it’s better than ever. 
They do a Victor Herbert medley, 
songs from “The Desert Song,” “Song 
of the Vagabond,” and “Glory of 





Cohan,” is only weak spot of 
act, due to his. inability’ to 
get across imitation of his 
father and himself singing tune as 
they did as a team at a banquet some 
years ago 

| Tap work is fairish and singing 
surprisingly good. Lad closes with a 
curtain speech using the famous tag 
line of his father, “My father (point- 





mother thanks you, my sister thanks 
you,gand I thank you.” 

Show opens with eight-girl line 
costumed in brief white lace outfits, 


with wmbrellas and hats to match, | 


doing a ballet tap to “So This Is Gay 


Paree” during which baritone-emcee | 

- »S é resslt . Mau- | Bees: 
Bob Lee does an impression of Ma | (6). with J. C. Higginbotham, Lord 
Tick Burbage, Laura Bailey, Myers | 


rice Chevalier. 

Vilma Sherry in an attractive brief 
yellow and gold outfit, contribs a 
slow tap, followed by two novelty 
numbers. and winding with a whirl- 
wind routine to “Lover Come Back 
| to Me.” 

Dottie Dotson tees off with a spe- 
cial arrangement of “Open the Door, 
Richard.” Follows with “Do It 


Again,” her best number. “You Can't | 


Get a Man With a Gun,” “For Sen- 
timental Reasons,” and “Guadala- 
jara.” Off to nice salvos. 

Ming and Ling, Chinese hillbilly 


comedjans, get top applause. Ming | 


in a beige derby and the kind of cos- 
tume a Chinese laundryman might 
wear on his Sunday off, and Ling in 
a ceremonial silk ankle length gown 
| and Chinese hat, offer “My Sing Song 


Girl” to the music of “Red River | 


Valley,” “Loch Lomond,” “Gypsy.” 


| Showers. 


job of backing show and also on 
| dance music. Hunt. 


Havana Madrid. N. Y. 
Miguelito Valdes, Manor & Mig- 


Orch; minimum $3 weekdays; $4 
weekends. 





With Afro-Cuban chanter sions. | 


lito Valdes and Noro Morales band 


drid bill has been pruned to offer 
only one other turn, dancing combo 


| Manor & Mignon plus the Latino | 
rhythms of Sacasas orchestra. Nev- | 


ertheless, quality is better than 
quantity and spot was well filled 
for early show Thursday (1). 

Manor & Mignon, standard terp 
| team, open to the strains of “Caprice 
| Viennois” then follow with an okay 
tango. Do an apparently original 
creation to Kern’s “I’ve Told Every 
Little Star.” Nicely costumed, 
Mignon wears a black gown with 
bustle and partner Manor, brother 
of Mario (and Floria) is also smart- 
ly attired. Of more than passing 
interest is his interlocking arm rou- 
| tine, where he adeptly spins the gal 
about with precision. Close to good 
returns. 

Valdes impresses with his novel 
vocal delivery, which made him a 
top Latin recording artist. Togged 


opens with a medley, “Chiu, Chiu, 


a spirited, peppery style, he deftly 


oldies po > | that most of the cus- 
be interested in some- 





Does “Eco,” novelty number about 


tion. Steps away from the mike 
and whistles a few bars. A bombas- 
tic “El Cumbauchero” in a frenzied 
idiom comes next and he closes with 
the fave, “Babulu.” Valdes earns his 
billing here. His tunes are nicely 
paced and it’s evident from aud re- 
action that many were on hand just 


to catch this uninhibited Latino 
warbler, 


rhumba outfits, holdover from the 
precéding show, provides fascinat- 
ing Latino arrangements to tantalize 
the terpers. With a following of his 
own, his presence should be reflect- 


ed in the grosses, Sacasas backs the 
show. 








Bowery, Las Vegas 


and “Pretending.” Close with “April | 


Buddy Shaw orch does a creditable | 


non, Noro Morales Orch, Sacasas | 


the chief lures, current Havana Ma- | 


Noro Morales, one of the top} 


the Sword.” 
Earl and Josephine Leach do a 


| nifty cake-walk number with their 


line of girls. Also a jungle number 


| with masks that make up a canoe | 


|for the girls to paddle off stage. A 

good novelty that wins applause. 
Bowery Jitterbugs, three boys and 

three girls, click with jitterbug rou- 


tion bit is a laugh riot 
Ted and Denny Peters, offer slick 
ballroomology for nice returns 
Brig. 


Colosimoe’s., Chi 


Chicago, April 27 
Billie Holiday, Red Allen Orch 


& Walker, Sol Feola Orch (5). 





Continuance of type of show cur- 
rent at Colosimo’s. should accomplish 
management's policy of converting 
spot into first-rate club. 

Billie Holiday, sepia songstress, 
seems perfect for the switch A 


| slow, lazy versions of “He’s Funny 
That Way” and “You're Driving Me 
Crazy,” along with the risque novel- 
ties done in whispering style, “Don't 
Explain” and “Everything a Good 
Man Needs.” 

Weaving revue together with ex- 
ceptional grace, Lord Tick Burbage, 
youthful sedate emcee, doubles on 
pleasing renditions of “How Deep Is 
the Ocean?” and “Day by Day.” 

Show is short on comedy, but 
enough clever relief to satisfy cus- 


Walker in snappy tap dance numbers 
and xylophone selections. 

Acrobat Ray Washington hits the 
| jackpot with cartwheels and hand- 


| stands over chairs and other objects, | 


and kayoes with chair balancing act. 
Laura Bailey does_ interpretive 
| dancing in brief beaded costume, 
| getting snappy response. 
“Take the A-Train” introduces 
| Red Allen’s orch, which although 
| small (two saxophones, three rhythm 
one trumpet), manages to keep house 
| alive and jumping. Leader contribs 
| several sax solos to please jive fans. 


; music between shows, while Feola 
| toys with vocals of ballads and an 
| occasional Latin tune. Hunt. 

| El Rancho, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, Nev., May 1. 

| Dorothy Donegan, Don Cummings, 
| Nip Nelson, Miriam La Valle, Line 
(8), Anson Weeks Orch (12); no 
minimum, no cover. 








_ Sanford Adler has changed his pol- 
icy of dropping a chunk of coin on 
one name act and is buying several 
good acts for the same money. Dor- 
| othy Donegan headlines current 
show. Sepia pianist starts off by 
Swinging the classics, then switches 
into “Tea for Two.” Follows with 
“Begin the Beguine” and “Summer- 
time” for plenty applause. 

Nip Nelson scores with mimicry. 
His Louella Parsons is different and 
easily his best. Takeoffs on Churchill 
and Kaltenborn also come in for 
heavy palming. 

Miriam La Vaile contribs a South 


ballet and acrobatics. An eyeful and 


number for encore. 





| television bit, 
| “Dribbler’s Gin.” 
| Anson Weeks and orch play show 
|neatly and provide danceable music. 
Gal line comprises lookers and the 
best around in a long time. Brig. 


Beverly Hills, Pitt 
Pittsburgh, May 4. 
Ciro Rimac, Alzira Camargo, Char- 
ley Boy, Minerva, Estelita, Rimac 

Orch (6); minimum $3-$3.50. 








‘tine. Followup audience participa- | 
ing heavenward) thanks you, my} 


glamorous, shapely, tastefully dressed | 
gal, she charms her audience with | 


tomers is provided by Myers and | 


Sol Feola orch provides danceable | 


| Says— 
American number combining taps, | 
youthful, she reels off a fast tap 


Don Cummings emcees show and 
| practically steals it later with his | 
own act. His patter is hep and laugh- | 
provoking. Tops everything with the | 
a twist of Skelton’s | 


| 
about enlarging, however, an 
can be corrected in their’ dite 
process. 

Opening show’s perfect for the 
room. Ciro Rimac’s long been 4 
favorite locally, and he packs 39 
minutes of sizzling entertainment 
into his Pan-American revue. Rima 
remains as indefatigable as ever an 
his sambaing with Estelita and later 
his Brazilian jitterbugging challenge 
routine with Charley Boy testify to 
the guy’s amazing energy. Boy, who 
plays sax in the band, gives a good 
account of himself, too, when the 
floor show gets under way. Rimac’ 
come up with a first-rate gypsy an 
flamenco dancer in La Minerva, who 
looks and works like a younger Car. 
men Amaya. Rimac’s No. 1 attrac. 
tion still remains Alzira Camargo, a 
sexy hunk of woman. The dame’s 
| got plenty personality and she’s al] 
tamale, tabasco and chili. When Miss 
|Carmago bursts into one of 
| Brazilian ballads, the entire 
| seems to catch fire 

Rimac’s in for four weeks He'll 
be followed by Diosa Costello 





her 
room 


Cohen. 
Clover Club, Portland 
Portland, Ore., April 23. 
Ivy Anderson, Gillette & Richards, 
| LaVaux, Russ Graham's Orch (6); 
|} no minimum; 85c. cover, $1.50 Satur- 
day. 





Midweek take at this club was 
good with few empty tables in sight. 
With competition among local niter- 
ies at peak, Clover Club setting 
better than average layouts 

Opener is young LaVaux, accor- 
dionist, who wins salvos on “Dark 
Eyes” and a Gershwin medley. Gil- 
jlette and Richards ribald western 
,}song and dance routine garners nice 
audience reaction. Shirley Richards, 
| blonde hip-wiggling cowsgirl, high- 
lights act with comedy and snappy 
| songs. 

Topper of the show is Ivy Ander- 
son, comely Negro blues singer. Tees 
| off with a dignified rendition of “It’s 
|a Good Day” and “My Man.” Follows 
iwith naughty “Empty Bed Blues” 
| which brought down_the house. A 
| Calypso number, “His Feet’s Too Big” 
| 
i 


and satirical impreshes of John L., 
Lewis, Henry Wallace and Sinatra 
winds stint for socko applause 

Russ Graham's orch backs show 
|neatly as well as providing neat ac- 
| comps for customer dansapation, 


| Zimmerman’s, N. ¥. 
Paul A. Smith, Dancing Paulens 
(2), Lee Leeds, Genita, Gene Kardos 
|Orch (7), with Zsigo Bela; Janczi 
| Makula Rhumba Band (5): no mini- 
|mum weekdays, $2 weekends. 





Zimmerman’s Hungaria, N. Y., 
icontinues as traditional lure for 
| tourists and locals with modest budg- 
lets but with a yen to make a night 
|of it. Consequently this subterra- 
nean bistro, right off Broadway, has 
not been affected by the slump 
which has. hit  higher-bracketed 
|spots. Homey atmosphere and good 
| food has been far more potent head- 
liners of the operation over the 
years, and still goes. 
Consequently its shows are oper- 
ated on a low-budget but satisfying 
(Continued on page 62) 
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DOROTHY RAYMER, 
Miami Daily News, 





THE SALVADOR DALI 
OF COMEDIANS 


JAY 


FILER 





Pittsburgh's newest supper club is | 
also its smallest, with a capacity of 





(HOTEL NEVADA-BILTMORE) 

Martha Raye, Frankie Rapp, Ben | 
Yost Singers (5), Earl, Josephine 
Leach & Girls (8), Jumpin’ Jivers 
Jitterbugs (6), Ted & Denny Peters, 
Ray Morton Orch (8): no minimum, | 
no cover. 





In the six years this town has had 
shows never has anyone clicked as 
solidly as Martha Raye. A majority 
of the big names has played here 
so the natives are plenty hep. 

The irrepressible Miss Raye cap- 
tures them from the start. She! 
warms up with “Sun in the Morn- 
ing,’ whips over gags, and has the 
audience guffawing loud and long. 


| Morris Deakter, new to nitery biz. 


less than 150, and its chances will 
depend on what kind of a turnover 
room can get. Located about eight | 
miles from heart of Golden Triangle, | 
on site of Harry Dipple’s old Green | 
Castle, Beverly Hills is smart in| 
looks and decor, nicely draped and | 
muraled with the interior columns 
banked in spun glass. 

Lighting’s pleasant, and flattering 
to the femmes, which is important, 
and carpeting and layout in general 
all give it a class touch. Room was 
built and is being operated by 


He’s a Pittsburgh meat dealer and 
ee to make food the chief selling 
int. 


Set-up could be better for the 





She does spicy version of “Tampico,” 
then into her old standby, “Mr. Paga- 
nini” with asides somewhat indigo | 
but good for plenty laughs. Then | 
socks over “Stone Cold Dead in De! 
Market” to keep them hysterical, ' 





entertainment, since performers have 
to work virtually from side of the | 
room. Bandstand actually is facing 
only about one-fifth of the custom. 
ers in the peculiar way it’s been | 
arranged. Deakter’s already talking 





Just Completed 
Plantation Club, Nashville 


Held Over 
lroquois Club, Louisville 


At Present 
Hollenden Hotel, Cleve. 


May 26 thru June 8 
Silver Slipper, Memphis 





June 12 thru June 25 
Showland Club, Dallas, Tex: 
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Atlantic City's 37, Tax on Amusements 
Figured to Bring $1,000,000 Yearly 


Atlantic City, May 6. 





A 8% tax on amusements, hotel 
rooms, liquor and cigarets goes into 
effect here June 15, just in time to 
tap the summer visitors. 

City Commissioners will have com- 
pleted passage of the ordinance 
which provides for the collection of 
the tax on May 16. The voters of 
this municipality will ratify it by 
local referendum June 3. 

It’s figured the resort will get from | 
$1,000,000 to $1,500,000 additional | 
revenue from the so-called “Luxury | 
tax” each year. The money will be 
used to give resort a general face 
lifting and make it more attractive 
to visitors. 

So far no other resort has planned | 
to take advantage of the state law | 
which permits “resorts bordering on 
the Atlantic ocean” to collect the | 
tax. Asbury Park officials have | 
made inquiries and may pass an | 
ordinance which will permit them | 
a similar nick. 

Niteries Brushing Names | 

With the summer § season just 
around the corner, nitery owners 
are starting to book in more enter- 
tainers as the crowgs increase. 

Most cafes won’t play top names 
since they feel their clubs can’t draw 
the calibre of patron to foot the 
bills. However, Sam Shenker who 
recently acquired the Copa, is mull- 
ing use of top names. 

Most are going in for these early 
bookings because of the big con- 
ventions due from now until the 
summer. These include the Shrine 
and the American Medical Assn. | 
with a host of smaller meetings 
scheduled. 

Niteries also hope to cash in heavy 
on the racing season at local track 
which tees off a 24-day meet on May 
26. 


See BAF rt WA me ae 


COMEDY 
PATTER 


Fer All Branches of Theatricals 
FUN-MASTER GAG FILES 
Nos. 1 thru 22 @ $1.00 each 
"BOOK OF BLACK-OUTS” 

3 Vols. @ $20.00 Per Vol., or 
$50.00 for 3 Vols. 
“BOOK OF PARODIES" 
10 Seck Parodies for $10.00 
"HOW TO MASTER 
THE CEREMONIES" 


(How to Be an Emcee) 
$3.00 Per Copy 


No C.0.D.’s on any material! If en 
route, also send permanent address. 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54th St., New York 19, N.Y. 


Lee 
WANTED 


Social Director experienced for ex- 
clusive northern summer resort 
hotel. Must have excellent back- 
ground. Write Box 4534, Variety, 
154 W. 46th St., New York 19. 






































INFORMATION 
Regarding present address 
NAN TUCKER, dancer, formerly of 
Wheeling, W. Va., and New York City, 
desired by J. P. Sheridan, Aetna Life 
Insurance Company, 151 William St., 
New York City. 





| tenced to two years in jail and fined 


| niteries in an attempt to determine 


Nitery Singer Given 2 Yrs. 


On Sugar Stamp Rap 
Toledo, O., May 6. 

Mrs. Dorothy Rutledge, nitery 

singer, known professionally as Dale 

Frederics, who admitted last week 

to conspiring to sell and transfer 

counterfeit sugar stamps, was sen- 


$1,000 by Federal Judge Frank L. 
Kloeb in Toledo district court: 

Mrs. Rutledge admitted the sale of 
8,000 stamps in Lima, O., and 3,800 
in Toledo last October. 


Govt. Checking 


Niteries on Tax 


The VU. S. Attorney General's of- 
fice is investigating several N. Y. 





if any cabaret taxes have been | 
fraudulently ‘withheld. Auditing of | 
books of some cafes has been going | 
on for some time, but so far no| 
charges have been filed, 

The AG office takes stance that | 
all monies collected on the 20% | 
cabaret tax are the immediate prop- | 
erty of the Government and the | 
nitery operators are merely tempo- 
rary custodians. Even if true “4 
turns are filed but collections aren't | 
remitted the boniface is liable to | 
prosecution. 

There’s one indictment current on 
the books. Jack Green, who was 
connected with the La Conga (now 
Rio Cabana), was indicted several 
months ago for failing to file for 


several months, making doctored re- | 


turns on others, and failing to remit 
tax collections due the government. 
He’s currently out on bail. 


MARSOLAIS ANKLES FB; 
MAY SET UP OWN ACCY. 


Joe Marsolais has resigned as gen- 
eral manager of the New York Fred- 
erick Bros. agency. He’s being suc- 
ceeded by Tom Kettering, veepee in 
charge of the theatre and cafe de- 
partments, who came in from the 
FB Coast office several months ago. 

Marsolais is expected to open his 
own office. This was Marsolais’ sec- 
ond term with Frederick Bros. He 
organized their cocktail dept. some 
years back, and then left to go with 
the William Morris agency, He later 
was with the Gale agency and then 
returned to FB. | 


3 A’s Tag Agent $156 For 
‘Kidnapping’ Dance Team 


In line with its campaign to purge 
membership ranks of members 
allegedly engaged in unethical prac- 
tices, Associated Agents of America, 
N. Y. agent group, via ifs board of 
governors, haled Sam Gold, head of 
Nugold Productions, before it on 
charges of unethical conduct on 
complaint of Frank Bryson, agent, 
who charged Gold with “kidnapping” 
one of his acts. Latter is Warner & 
Valerie, dance team, who Bryson 


booked into Rudy’s Rail, N. Y., and 
from whom Gold is alleged to have 











SALE! TOPICAL COMEDY MATERIAL! 
(for Comies, M.C.'s, Disk Jockeys, ete.). 
Griginal! New! Hilarious! Get 
LINES Nos, 1, 2, 3 or 4—$! each gag- 
packed file; 50 surefire COMEBACKS TO 
HECKLERS, $2; COMEDY TEAM joke col- 
lection, $2; LAFFile eollection of bellytaffs, 





sliced for commissions through hav- 
ing booked other talent into spot. 
After a three-hour hearing, pre- 
sided over by Hymie Goldstein, 
prexy of the agent group, Gold was 





$i. Note: First come, first served, so order 
now. 


LAVGUS UNLIMITED 
276 W.43St. New York City 











ordered to pay $75 to team, return 
$31.50 in commissions collected to 
Bryson and a fine of $50 to AAA's 
welfare fund. 

Gold is appealing his case. 

















SN = 











MILTON 


Direction 





LOEW'S STATE, New York 


Return Engagement (Week May 15) 


AT REDUCED PRICES! 


JOHNNY SINGER end SAM TISHMAN © 


DOUGLAS 


DICK RICHARDS 








No White Elephants 


Sacramento, May 6. 

Elephants, Inc., first American 
corporation to deal exclusively 
with ponderous pachyderms, 
filed papers with the California 
Secretary of State and listed 
Frank Whitbeck, Louis Goebel 
and George Emersor as Offi- 
cials, 

Company’s assets consist of 
Queenie, Sallie and Happy, for- 
merly with Metro but currently 
touring with the Pollok Circus. 
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Nat'l AGVA Reps File 
New Complaint in 5006 


Suit Vs. Philly Local 


Philadelphia, May 6. 

A new suit was filed in Federal 
Court last Wednesday (30) by the 
national officers of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists asking 
$500,000 damages against Richard 
Jones, head of the Philly local of 
AGVA, whose ouster has been or- 
dered by the national, and his as- 
sociates. 

A similar action filed April 12 was 
amended to include Jones’ associates 
who had been named as “John 
Doe’s” in the original suit. Matt 
Shelvey, national AGVA director, 
claimed that Jones and his officials 
had called Shelvey and other reps 
of the national organization “labor 
goons, musclemen and New York 
hoodlums” following their arrest for 
forcible entry when the national 
group came here to take 
Philly AGVA office. Shelvey and his 
aides were acquitted of this charge. 


MINUS OPA, KY. DERBY 


HOTELS UPPED 10-FOLD | iy Gis eis adiaa | 


Upon this | Shelvey will move in, via court suit, 


Louisville, May 6. 
Hotel rooms for Derby guests cost 
about 12 times as much this year as 
they did in 1946. Lowest priced 


room last year was $2.50. Suites last | 
year were $12, this year $150 for the | 
best. For the first Derby since hotel | getting talent for the room wien he | 
rent controls were lifted, the hotels | 

arranged between themselves a min- | Steak House back to 
imum charge of $10 a night, with | tag. 
|minimum stay of three days, and at 
|least two guests in a room. Private 
nicked 


home owners’ spare 
$10 a night average. 
Night spots were at their busies 


rooms 


the city in Jefferson County 
practically all 
Derby biz with gambling 
orks and floor shows. 


a buck a throw. 


modations were reaping a harvest 
boxes ranges from $72.50 to $136.50 


$240. 


Martha Raye Heads Vaude 





vaude acts set for 10 performances 
in the stadium in Honolulu, starting 
June 7. Agent Arthur 


for salaries and transportation. 


As topliner, Miss Raye will get 
$6,000. Five standard turns and a 
six-piece orch complement. Miss 
Raye, Fer husband, Nick Condos, 


cisco after Miss 
current fortnight date. at Nevada 
Biltmore, Las Vegas. Other person- 
nel will fly. 

Show is first array of stellar cali- 
bre dated for Hawaiian Islands since 
long before Pearl Harbor attack. 


Fischer Back to France 


Clifford C. Fischer 





spa. 
vet showman has filed suit against 
Maurice Chevalier for breach of 
contract, claiming priority for a 
U. S. tour over any deal the French 
star had made with Arthur Lesser. 
He's bringing over Edith Piaff in 
the fall. 





Vie Perry, British pickpocket act, 
has been booked for a tour of the 
Tivoli theatres, Australia, starting 
June 2. Sails on the S. S. Phoenix 
out of San Francisco, Friday (9). 





over the | 


Derby Eve Friday (2). Spots outside | this 
were 
making a pitch for 
layouts, 
Admission 
charges were averaging $10 a cou- 
ple, dinner $3 minimum and drinks 


Scalpers who months ago bought 
up boxes and other seating accom- 


| greeting arrivals at the downtown 
hotels, many of them without tick- 
ets. Regular Downs price for Derby 


good for both Friday and Saturday. 
There are six seats in a box. Some 


boxes were peddled for as high as Hildegarde May Switch 


Bill for Honolulu Stadium Paine: 


Martha Raye will head layout of 


and Silber will sail from San Fran- | 
Raye winds her 


returns to 
France next month where he will | 
continue to take the waters at a | 





High Seas, N.Y., Primping, 
May Try Talent Again 


The High Seas, N. Y., which toyed 
awhile with talent shows and later 
tossed them, may restore them 
when spot is remodelled into a 
combo cafe and restaurant. It will 
be rechristened lLorber’s, named 
after its owner, George Lorber, 

Spot, which opened during the 
war years, figured the former tag 
would lure servicemen trade, and it 





Nitery last kad an old-timer unit 
which didn’t pay off. 


Guild Lifts Ban 
On Club 18, N.Y. 


Unfair listing by American Guild 
|of Variety Artists of Freddy Lamb 
|and his Club 18, N. Y., due to sal- 
| ary claims due performers on pre- 
vious folding, has been suspended. 








lo 
JaYne Manners, singer, and 


|to Alan Stone, comic, on contract 
| adjustment. 


| After weighing Miss 





did. Now that there’s not so many 
around is given as reason for the} 
change. 





Court Refuses to Enjoin Natl AGVA 
In Takeover of Philly Local, Funds 


. 
2 


Expected truce between parent 
body of American Guild of Variety 
Artists and its “recalitrant” Phila- 
delphia local, headed by Dick Jones, 
failed to come off last week. Instead 
latter moved its plea for temporary 
injunction to restrain national AGVA 
taking over affairs of Philly local. 
Case was heard for three days be- 
fore Judge Harry S. McDevitt in 
Common Pleas court, Philly, with in- 
junction denied after hearing only 
the plaintiff's case 

After trial Matt Shelvey, national 
head of AGVA actuated by sugges- 
tion of Judge McDevitt that a “tem- 
porary truce” be effected between 
local and national union pending 
hearing on Philly local’s plea for 
permanent injunction, to be heard 
later, had agreed. He and AGVA’s 
attorney had drawn up a modus 
operandi for the interim’ truce 
wherein national AGVA would re- 
tain its present quarters in Philly 
and would police all niteries and 
theatres having the basic minimum 
agreement pacts with it and would 
continue to collect all dues from 
performers in these spots. When 
Jones and his “rebel” group refused 
to accept these terms, Shelvey with- 


| drew the agreement and the feud is 


| Claims involved a week's salary to | 
$1,000 | 


| 


on again, Just how long the Philly 
setup can function is moot. 

Since the controversy started some 
weeks ago and national AGVA 
moved in on the situation more than 
80% of the Philly local membership 
has swung over to national AGVA 


Manners’ | and are paying dues to that body. 
claim, Lamb proved she had given | Also 


national AGVA retains the 


him an out on former obligation by bond money security of the niteries. 


when biz took a slide. 
premise AGVA cancelled that claim 
and has made a deal with Lamb to 
pay off indebtedness to Stone upon 
a weekly basis until liquidated. 


recently reverted from 


| 


Gaye Dixon (Mrs. Lamb) 


Unfair action had stymied Lamb’s 


| 
] 


Dixon’s 
the Club 18 | 


’ 


songstress, had been penciled in for | 
| spot some weeks ago, but didn’t open | 
when AGVA apprised her that such 


action would jeopardize her stand- 


t | ing with the union. 
gap by booking in 


a career entertainer 
Taft. 


at the Hote 


and latter did not 
that booking. 
weeks ago to return to the Taft. 


interfere 


’| angling for an attraction for 


Mildred Bailey, 
others. 


songstress, and 





Spots for Chi Nitery Date 


As a change of pace Hildegarde 
; may go into the Hotel Stevens, Chi- 
'eago, this October instead of the 
House’s Empire Room, 
| where she was long a seasonal fix- 
|ture. Songstress just,closed at the 
| Persian Room of the Hotel Plaza, 





Silber has |N. Y., and doesn’t return to this, her 


velded the show at a cost of $22,000 | home base, until next January when 


| She will do an uninterrupted six- 
;month stint, instead of playing two 
engagements per annum, as hereto- 
fore. It’s figured this saves wear- 
_and-tear un new wardrobe, reper- 
|toire, etec., as previously when she 
made a fal] and spring return. 


Hildegarde goes into the Chicago 
theatre, Chi, July 4 at $17,500 
guarantee and a split over 57G. It’s 
ithe same terms as heretofore when 
|she took out $23,000 of a $68,000 
gross last June. This year, because 
of the July 4 holiday period, it’s 
figured she'll top that. 


Now that Lamb has adjusted dif- 
ferences with the talent union he’s | 
the | 
room, with lines reportedly out for 


Lamb bridged 
Charlie 
Drew, singing pianist, who had been 


] 


Latter holds card in Local 802 
| of Musicians Union but not AGVA | 
with | 
Drew closed two | 


Once the upcoming matter of per- 
manent injunction is ruled upon, 


to demand an accounting of Philly 
local funds and expenditures for the 
past year. 








3 Reasons 


why Top Performers 
Agencies Press Reps 
and Personal Managers 


prefer 


| Photography 
by McFARLAND 





STUDIO — New York's 


finest! Stage © Settings © 
Preps @ Convenient. 


EQUIPMENT — mos 
modern ...including strobo- 
scopic lights for split-second 
action photos. 


STAFF — Skilled special- 
ists under the direction of 
Eddie Ray. 


Write, Wire er Phone for F 
en Appointment TODAY! 


McFARLAND 
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HELENE and HOWARD 


‘Comedy Dance Antics’ 


Currently 


STRAND, NEW YORK 
HELD OVER 2ND WEEK 
Dir.: MATTY ROSEN 




















WEEK MAY 6 
PLANTATION CLUB 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 








Mgt.—UNIVERSAL ATTRACTIONS 
5465 Fifth Avenue, New York 
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Walters Will Asx AREI 


NY. Agent Assn's. Set Unity Confab | Wer Wil Ask ARE 
To Mull AGVA Code on Club Dates’ For Benefit Shows 


| Lou Walters. operator of the Latin 

| Quarter, N. Y.. who last week ap- 

Artists Representatives Assn., top? Qu y fmt Sag 
af “ge pres t the Taft - pealed to the Theatre Authority 

Fr agent group, met at - . é > # bag Agar aes which 

hotel NY. last week to mull and ‘H’ wood on Ice’ Resumes curtail large-scale ben vhieh 

lees tiew cade for club boskers Los Angeles, May 6 | draw patronage from night clubs and 

Iscuss nev ode for ciub [ C id i mt a theatres, is planning to ask the 

, ‘ } ’ ean ll SS nave season yris r s 

ee eS ee ee on. | Allied Restaurant and Entertainment 

of Variety Artists ‘Hollywood on Ice with Twinkle Industries. organization of nitery 

Jatt cotir y > > st: 21S . - Ss sc ; A 

mashes: Sole Cen ie ae So 7” nap oa 7 eae Sere owners, to forbid talent working for 

ie ee OO, pele. AEA ee ee eee them to donate their services to 








Jown wit ‘ommittees from Associ- After a coast-to-coast tour the these benefits 
ated Age f Amel 2 ana fi “om pa : 4 Oo Calitormia in He will bring up c 
ta “nt Manage A tner August for a show at the Pasadena ers of AREI for action b 
' Tt 
t | 
; - th oO € } actor $ ack 
Mi ‘ ' . the boniface grout enefits De 
eee ee aged Dario Plans Enrepean rd pressed to get sufficient head 
loca ) MEVA e i 1 ners to put on 2 show 
: : Trek to Pact New Faces __r2smuch_ as Theatre Author’ 
rek to Pact New ee 6 Se 
a gi ares F Ma m! NY onferred with Alan Core TA 
u t 4 or a rimique, * * ead. a the TA board of directors 
[ Robert Brod sel for ARA I » who wit Timmv Vernon | last week. TA explained that undet 
‘ ' : oo ce ee ; te 7 rane: it ripest < ns) a 
re urned iron Chicago 1st week ites La Martinique N we now its modus operana it must mnsidet 
t reqdmiles! 7 very worthy 
where he sclurssed code with mem- s ttered for the summer, plans to he reque j of e y 
= - rity i it’s ke i t number 
bers of the Cm agent dl my ce a European trip in June to arity a creeping 
ARA and the EMA group re ‘ » suitable talent for his fall of benefits dowm to a minimum, 
- ‘ o4 . ne) . . aiLaade ai i A . s : ’ 41 
that alters’ cont mm that the 
He'll report on their decision at the reonening Boniface declared tha It's Walte: " tentik la é 
coming meeting yecause of the current high price of huge bDenents Rela al ervals at 
— . act he miet eek an angle to ili- Mad OT Square ra ,eT and 
tiate pot f e other Waldorf-Astoria hotel, draw con- 
° ; . es na) leral » trade ite elo 
3 8 > 2hier apacit ales © Sau ca : : , : 4 ft 
St. Loo Hotels Splursing « howe to compete with the large | many potential nitery patrons attend 


* 
st nenhib t ~~ »f 4 > 
ea I ! ry names ; wWonimM- Ost 2 


. rs na >i 
Heavily on Talent tive prices consequentiy he ll jook head ers i many ales *TivO » 
a for something 1 fferent incentive to make the To inds of 
; lor § etn mg 


niteries is gone. 


St. Louis, May 
Koolar hotel ¥f St. Lou wer- Dario blames his run of 
roduction if name 


bad busi- 


> 


ating the Chase, Park Plaza and 


r > al tel art yn ing 


* al I 2 in 


t ’ rote ontinuin nler several seasons ago He IN 
to piurge wien “ ” taient i nase tarted ) Nit! H ry R chman, anda BANDITS GRAB 6 
a — : 7 ¥ ; Ler « [ . T 4 Le r € 1d ) 2 I \ 
hotel, which closes Ted Weems or ‘ ie ; _— “ PI NITERY STICKUP 
will | i 
1 patronage se to new faces 
open with Billy De Wolfe, Para- patronage used >) me 


an Sid Caesar, Thursday (8 Thoma After that he couidn’t get 
t ITU b Sb. ti L Stic ‘ 

j again. ~ Pittsburgh, May 6 
mount player, following day. Hilde- | “> 


Prior to that. Dario savs. if he Two armed bandits held up. the 
rade its slated to bow im that roon rr\‘ ) Lai rl $a) I Ss ae ah ames ' 
i } + Kk after whict discovered a good comic he was able cashiet Terrace Room of the 
uno 6 for four ‘ eks. ‘+r whic Ls \ I i oe D i the nn’s sup- 
? . J ¢ ! + t hold him for long engagement ata William Penn hotel inn sup 
taent will transfer to its Sftarligh O Mold MIT tor | S Sas ae a ined aii nleiets om 
Bud Lest ll t] noderate price. Once he went into a | per club, and escaped with HSE 
ro uacy Lester will be on the _elowe f sce ae - % ne gpa ir 
neme policy, he couldn’t return to $2,000 early Sunday morning. 
preem sessio tain . public apparently Robbers waited until a house de- 
Park Ptaza’s Crystal Terrace ha comers an PUL a} ae ’ ; rash 
‘ . e 3 > en 4 ¢ are to take » chance or a tective eit the room obdbefore tnev 
Lan anes set for Ma aq Magi new item. During his new talent threatened Margaret Lawrence, the 
Dave Appolon to follow June 13, and 


soliex. La Martiniaue was able to cashier, with guns and demanded 
catapult Dannv Kaye and Dick ' the night's receipts. The detective 
Haymes into the name category. | had been posted at the cashier's desk 


Past Winchell has been set for the Now. he says, he can’t afford to buy as a precaution since the holdup of 
Capitol theatre, N. Y.. starting 


Lucienne Boyer bowin 


July 4. 














them the nearby Nixon Cafe couple of 

around Aug. 7 ————_——_——_— months ago. He had left his post, 
= << however, for about three minutes to 
Champ’s Brother Robbed take signed checks to the bookkeep- 

Chicago, May 6 ing OVce, and tne gunmen took ad- 


, vantage of this 
Alonzo Louis, who with his half- = 


brother. Joe Louis, is owner of the 


Rhumboogie nitery, was robbed of Iceland N y Reverting 
ANDREW the receipts of his cafe last week Pear Faia 
/ 


¢ on his way to deposit $1,600 in the 


SISTERS bank. Louis claimed that two men 


forced their way into his car and former policy of ice shows upon 


[ 
i 





ee w. 2b took the money. 
ORIENTAL 
i THEATRE 


Robbery was not reported until 
the following day with explanation 
CHICAGO that he was too Rervews to report it 
(Twe Weeks! when it happened. 

Management = 
Lou LEVY Betty Reilly Vice Bea Kay 


weeks hence. 
Blade show may only go in for 


| regulation talent shows in autumn. 
| Snot dropped icers for the Britton 
unit some months ago. Latter had 





“ Ym” placed by Betty Reilly. commitments. 


H ARRY A. ROMM Miss Kay will open at the Fla- 


Lee’s N. Y. Cafe Date 
Pinky Lee, film player, has been 
booked for the Latin Quarter, N. Y.., 
starting May 25. 
There’s a possibility Lee will play 
spot again in December. Initial en- 
gagement is set at $1.250. 


mingo, Las Vegas, May 22 after a 
S low - vacation and will follow with the 
Bowery, Detroit, June 9. 

















Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake. N. Y., May 6. 


Rev. Michael Tufferd, accom- 
panied by his mother, shot in from 
| Albany on a surprise visit to Hugh 
(CBS) Carney, who is resting com- 
fortably after three major opera- 
tions 

Duncan Mounsey planed in from 
the Big Town to bedside his frau 
Elizabeth (M-G-M) Mounsey. who 
is enjoying good medical reports. 

Robert Pasquele, manager of 
, Warner Bros. Felton theatre, Philly, 
checked in for observation. : 

Rose Mason in from Hollywood to 
Visit sister Mary (Legit) Mason. 
who is perting up nicely via Adiron- 
dack ozone 

Laura (Loew's) Sloan resting 
after minor operation 

Garry (IATSE?) Vandermast bedded 
with an intestinal flu; following 
recovery he’s skedded for Mun- 
daldi operation 

Jack Phillips, Boston nitery 
comic, will summer here while get- 
; ting annual checkup 

Eddie Slagus handed a 10-day fur- 
lough to N.Y.C. 

Knight & Tessie. dancers, enroute 
from Buffalo to Montreal, stopped 


11 | 
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PERE SSTEST 
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FROM MAY 15th to AUGUST [Sth 


WITH EVERY PROFESSIONAL SITTING, THIS ADVER. 
TISEMENT, WHEN PRESENTED. WILL BE GOOD FOR 


ONE fixi4 BEAUTIFULLY COLORED ENLARGEMENT 


4 


L414. 


i 
+ 


Ing Pie ‘hed i 


DELIGHTFULLY AIR CONDITIONED STUDIOS 
ROSFON S] ‘ware off to mitt and gift some of the gang 
in the colony: ditto for Victor 


CNOX -KENVOR br S23¢ — Bergdah!. comercian 
Write te these whe are il. 





To Rink Show for Summer 


Iceland, N. Y., will revert to its 


comptetion of current run of Milt 
Britton’s orch and zany revue a few 


summer run and spot may return to 


Béatrice Kay left the Carnival, "pped biz in the Broadway nitery, | 
N. ¥.. show Monday (5) and was re- Dut has to bow out because of other | 


Lt. 


Night Club Reviews - 


Centinwed from page 60 


Zimmerman’s. N. Y. Cepacabana. N.Y. 

for the trade spot draws. Current | (FOLLOWUP) 

layout is in this metier, projecting! Carmen Miranda first wowed 
four acts in a fast 35-minute diver- | eastside N.Y. audiences when = 
tissement, plus Gene Kardos’ seven- appeared at the Versailles seven 
piece crew for showbacking and years ago, hitting a refreshing nate 
orthodox tripping and Yanezi Makula jn entertainment. She's nov mak. 
quintet for rhumbas. It’s been a jing her first N. Y. appearance since 
career for beth outfits here, with then with her current stint at Monte 
Kardos having been in, for eight Proser’s ornate ceflar as the highest 
ears There's also Zsiga Beta. priced attraction ever booked 4 
vet manipulator of the cymbalom, that spot ($7,500) She'll 
who headlined every Russe and Rou- enough business 





into 
Oring in 


during her four- 
1anian cafe on the lower eastside week. stay to warrant het use 
yefore moving up with the Zimmer- | salary © 
* 
as aaliet fare » gives out 
ns e ght yea azo. He a 0 fhe intervening yea , - 
‘ y ng ana y e ‘ - <a ‘ 
or _ 7 4 , Miss Miranda's talents i via 
fittie n keeping w the , 
i t A} Pe at - t > . the screen Ht YF Souse \ an 
a ere oY a . Way.” Mama Yo Que! —_ 
. ,o7Fr ? ri¢ cyr , 
a \ S Neg = y _ sortment of samba to 1e-tw Ty 
>» it ~ : - z . 
iT tak ee wid “E-I-I Like You Ve Much” 
si q | S. ) ive river he ort " e . f 
. 7 tneme song She ve | e t > at 
5 t ft toncue tne! ‘ » f th ry . i + : 
. Opa WIth Marked pote y. ar 
) fan River” and “Eili, Eili” fot gee applause wis ne - 
He had previously done the : 
mort: { ‘ve st-nighters } 
utter as soloist with the Palestine Howe es first a vould 
. > yreferre Ice irtme 
Symph Orch and Choir a few years | RaV© preterttd a oise eer 
. pe ) new numbers She hows 
azo. Gets a reception as robust as , ai od , SHOWS 
r4 ier full potentialities when she 
voice. 
, special moateris numbe 
™ : : . , hy] doe a p né rial number 
Dancing Paulens. youthful man | lt around her trademarked 
and wife team, click with their ~~ se ; : . 


garb an Fifi’ trom the forth . 
graceful ball roomology Routines ja » a vd tre o com 


comprise Beguine, rhumba and waltz ing “Copacab me re Al Indi- 

smoothly done and projecting plenty ‘*‘*> that n 7 te igtaney eo 

animation which plants idea they | mete lal he'd be one of the great 
thei vork Ingretiating mar cate art 

ne , the femme. p! neat Between numbe@: I int 3e8 

selling abilit puts them over for | some charming, informal gab, which 


ice salvos frequently draws laughs and helps 
; ¥ : set her j » < enc ie & 
Lee Leeds, attractive gal in blue- | set her with the audience. She kids 


| spangled abbreviated costume, con-/| her garb, her physical buildup and 


tribs neat tapstering. while Genita, | Hollywood for ingratiating results. 


songstress, does a nice job on “Heart But, in some _ respects, she goes 
of My Heart.” “Make Believe.” Overboard, such as her repeated 
“Sweethearts” medlev and “Chi. references to salary she’s getting 
Chi” for good return Edba which upon repetition goes beyond 


_—— — | the bounds of good taste These lines, 
i by now, have probably been elimi- 
Flamingo, Las Vegas nated 
Las Vegas, April 27. -| Withal, Miss Miranda is on for 
Rolly Rolls, Roger Blaine Dancers | 39 minutes without milking the aldi- 
(3), Marya & Manuel Viera, Merriel | &™ce : 
Abbott Girls (8), Nat Brandwynne Visually, the gal is sockeroo. Her 
Orch; no minimum, no cover famed turban, which previously re- 
-- lied upon a fruit collection, now 
Using - gueststars to hypo Sunday ‘*ats her blondined hair. The fruit 
night biz Marie McDonald. the first | Paskets have been transplanted to 
one, surprised natives who thought |e" shoulders, and the two piece 
she would just come out and take | !@me dress shows her off to advan- 
the proverbial bow. Singing four, ‘48° . "Pe 
songs in a pleasing contralto voice Miss Miranda is Oe gheggpee by 
she agreéably surprised them and @ three piece banda da lua. one o 
elicited solid response the personnel being Fernando Alve- 
Regular show is fast-moving and | rez. alternate bandleader at the 
perfect for the room. Rolly Rolls | SPot : ge. sib enaiial 
headlines, playing his Steinway and She’s presented in an abbreviate 


























NEED NEW GAGS? Don 
Franket’s entertainers bul- 
letins, NOW BIGGER & 
BETTER. Centain new 
original gags, parodies, 
monologues, band novel- 
thes, patter. Five differ- 
ent issues, $1.00. 12,000 


3} -" ae ~ m , show. Sole act getting a full turn 
audience. Swinging the ‘classics ‘he | 0% the floor, is Greb and Lober, the 
goes into Mozart. Debussy and | @@nce team, who score as usual. The 
Chopin. Then a quick switch on| Production numbers _ witl “ 
|“Tea For Two.” His “Bad King” is George in the vocals provide the 
| reminiscent of the oldie. “The Three "est of the divertissement Jase. 
| Trees,” but good for laughs. His ———— — ee — 
duet with Nat Brandwynne, orch 
leader, brings the act to a crescendo 
and hefty applause WAN i ED 
The Roger Blaine Trio scores 
ene comedy adagio antics. Equally YOUNG LADY whe has made some 
alancing, tumbling and dancing : ances . 
after a straight Strauss Waltz open- public aps , stage or plc 
ing, the two males toss the femme tures, for advertising campaign. 
| around plenty. Average 2 te 3 hours’ work a day 
_ Marya and Manuel Viera and | with geed selery and great oppor- 
their monkeys provide novelty to | tunity fer front-pege publicity. 
eg gag do wa eg Must come well recommended. Give 
| pli S, clap cymbals. while porticutars including what pub- 
| Viera gives with a fast line of ——y 
chatter ¢ appecrance you heve had. 
Merriel Abbot girls, as with Marion Apply Box 575 
Marsh, do a nifty French number. Variet 154 W. 46th S? 
Brandwynne and his orchestra e y: : : 
| play a neat show. Las Vegans and New York 19, N. Y. 
visitors go for his music in a big 
way. His style of music keeps floor 
| crowded between shows. Brig. 
(lah Hymaec. Portland 
Portland, Ore., April 28 
Jerry Owens, Bernice Rogers, 
Tubby Thompson's Orch (5): no min- 
mum, T5¢ cover. 


When nitery biz slumped some 
months ago, Harry Knauss owner- 
| operator of Club Hymac, began hold- 


fer individual material. 
Don Frankel, Desk ° 
1508 Se. Heman Ave., 














ing nightly auctions to lure the ——— 
payees. The format calls for some | — 





fast ad libbing from the auctioneer | 
as he picks the winners from the 
audience, prizes going to the za 
niest bidder rather than to the high- | 
est. Blankets, kitchen utensils, and 
electrical gadgets are used as bait | 
with the bidding sandwiched in be- 
tween the regular floor shows to in- 


Parodies! Special Songs! Bits! 

% Deauw from our library, ono of the 
largest, mest comprehensive is 
Shew bis | 

* 1947 Catalog FREE! 

*% Exclosive material our specialty! 

J. & H. KLEINMAN 
25-31-K 30th Road, L. |. City 2, NY 











duce the customers to remain in! Telephone: Astoria 8-6965 
club during intermission. One large 
prize is given each evening to the ai il 











sidder giving the best answer to a 
quiz question submitted by the radio & 
audience. The show is aired from ° 
station KXL Wednesday through 
Saturday. 

Jerry Owens takes spotlight as 
“Mad Auctioneer.” donning a grass 
skirt to sing “Princess Papaya” and 
The Hawaiian War Chant.” dancing 
with partners selected from audience. 

Bernice Rogers, in costume deco- 


-7470 
rated with peacock plumes. does 139 E. S7th Se, M. Y. c. PL. vo 


some nifty acro dancing and toe —————————— 


Vv rk 
WANTED EXPERIENCED 








Tubby Thompson's orch sets the! 
tempo for customer dancing, with TAP TEACHER 
Jean Mack on the voeals ree 
Male or Female, for Adults, Childre® 
; Beginners, Advanced. Salary or Com 
Stote axe and Qualifications. 


, Joe E. Lewis has been set for the 


Chanticleer, Baltimore, June 17. BUD MURRAY STUDIOS 
Vickee Richards down for the same 127% S. Vermont Ave. 
| show. Los Angeles 4, Cal. 
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NBC cross-the-board morning Fred 
Waring show. 
Personal and Social Problems 

No First Award. 

Honorable Mention: “Town Meet- 
ing of the Air,” produced by Town 
Hall, on ABC; “University of Chicago 
Round Table,” produced by NBC and 
Univ. of Chicago (although judges 
cite need for greater flexibility of 
format and techniques in presenta- 
tion). 

News Interpretation 

First Award: Raymond Swing’s 
ABC commentary. 

No Honorable Mention. 

Civic and Service Organizations 

First Award: “Doctors—Then and 
Now,” produced by NBC and Ameri- 
can Medical Assn. 

No Honorable Mention. 

Furthering Internationa! 
Understanding 

First Award: “World Security 
Workshop,” produced by United 
World Federalists on ABC. 

Honorable Mention: “Your United 
Nations,” NBC show, with network 
chided by judges for not seeing fit to 
give it a better time slot. 

Special One-Time Broadcasts 

First Award: To CBS for its Docu- 
mentary Unit Programs, with par- 
ticular emphasis put on “The Empty 
Noose” and “The Eagle’s Brood.” 

To ABC for its policy of one-time 
broadcasts, with emphasis directed at 
“School Teacher—1947” series and 
the “Hiroshima” broadcasts. 

“The Patient and the Visitor,” pro- 
duced by Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp. 

Children’s (Out of School Listening) 

First Award: “American School of 
the Air,” produced by CBS. 

To Canadian Broadcasting Corp., 
for overall excellence of children’s 
programs, particularly “Magic Ad- 
ventures” and “Cuckoo Clock House.” 

Honorable Mention: “Superman,” 
produced on Mutual by Robert Max- 
well Associates. 

Teen-Agers 

First Award: “It’s Up to Youth,” on 
Mutual. 

Honorable: Mention: “Youth Asks 
the Government,” on ABC. 

REGIONAL AWARDS 
Religious 

Honorable Mention: ‘‘Adventures of the | 
Spirit,” produced by WNEW, N, Y.; “Ad- 
ent Programs,’’ produced by KMOX, St. 

ouis, 

Agricultural 

Honorable Mention: ‘‘Corn Belt Farm 
Hour,’’ produced by WHO, Des Moines; 
“Farm Safety Series,"’ produced by WKY, 

klahoma City; ‘‘Let’s Plan and Plant the 

ome Grounds,’’ produced by WHA,* Madi- 


eon, 
Cultural 
First Award: ‘‘Author Meets the Critic,”’ 
produced by Mari{n Stone on WQXR, N. Y. 
S any Snteren Into the Mind,’’ produced by 
WMCA, N, Y.; ‘‘The Ohio Story,’ produced 
Ohio Bell Telephone Co. via WTAM, 
eveland; ‘‘Campus Visitor,’’ produced by 
hio State Univ. on WOSU, Columbus. 
. Personal and Social Problems 
wast ward: ‘New World A-Coming,”’ on 
CA, N. Y. 
‘It's Up to You,’”” WCAU, Phila. 
onorable Mention: ‘The PTA Program,” 
oduced by A, Madigon; “Dr. Parker 
ents iy of tbe Dark,’’ produced b: 
»~Ne Y.; ‘VLD. ries,’! f by 
» Oklahoma City. 
Presenting Public Issues 
First Award: ‘‘One Wor'd or None,’ pro- 
duced by WMCA, N.Y. 
Honorable Mention: ‘“‘The Strayer Re- 
ise produced by Bate College of Wash- 
on, 


roduced 


News Interpretation 
Honorable Mention: ‘“The World Front,”’ 
Produced by WLW, Cincinnati. 
Interpreting Civic and Service 
Organization 
Honorable Mention: ‘‘To Yo 
ealth,’’ produced by WWJ, 
@alth Institute of UAW-CIO. 


Furthering International 


Understanding 
First‘ Award: ‘“‘WLW Famine Mission to 
Europe. ” 


Industrial 
etroit, and 


“Edited Higadcasts of UN Sessions,"’ pro- 
duced by WMCA, N. Y. 
“Honorable Mention: ‘‘Journeys Behind the 
ews,’ produced by Univ. of Denver and 
ocky Mountain Radio Council. 
. One-Time Broadcasts 
Honorable Mention: ‘For Conscience 
e,"* produced by KOIN, Portland, Ore.; 
Ww ffic Safety Documentary,”’ produced by 
cco, , Minneapolis; ‘The Band Red 
ther,’’ reduced by WLW, Cincinnati. 
h Idren’s (Out of School Listening) 
j irst Award: “Story Time,’’ produced by 
— League of Denver on KLZ, Denver. 
een Agers (Out of School Listening) 
onorable Mention: ‘‘The P.A.L. Show,’’ 
froduced by WOR, N. Y.; ‘Youth Looks at 
@ News,’ produced by KDKA, Pittsburgh. 
imary Grades, School Broadcasts 
J Onorable Mention: ‘‘Story Period for 
Tuntors,”’ Produced by Canadian Broadcast- 
ng Corp. and Ontario Dept. of Education. 
r Intermediate Grades 
irst Award: “Nature Study,’ produced 
vy KDKA, Pittsburgh. 
Onorable Mention: ‘Music Time,’ pro- 
uced by KMBC, Kansas City: “Adventures 
Speech,’ produced by Dept. of Educa- 
nm, Winnipeg. 
- Jr., Sr., High School Grades 
Snorable Mention: “Once Upon a Time 
wrt Produced by Ohio School of Air. 
CAL ORGANIZATIONS, LOCAL 
a. : STATIONS 
awards for religious, agricultural, 
Women's programs, _ , 
a Cultural ; 
Vancouver. Progress,"’ produced by CJOR, 
Honorable Mention: ‘Behind the Scenes 
Music,’’ produced by National Orchestral 
a. on WNYC, N. Y. 
i Personal, Social Problems 
Onorable Mention: “Bright Tomorrow,” 


Ohio State Awards 


Continued from page 36 =——— 


Teen Agers (Out of School] Listening) | 


Presenting Public Issues 
Honorable Mention: ‘‘Toledo Junior Town 
Meeting of the Air,’’ WTOL, Toledo. 

Civic Service Organizations 
Honorable Mention: ‘‘This Is Memphis,” 
produced by WMPS, Memphis. 


Fuithering International 
Understanding 
First Award: ‘‘United Nations Sessions,” 
WNYC, New York. 


One-Time Broadcasts 
Honorable Mention: ‘‘Golden Jubilee,’”’ 
produced by Michigan Radio Network; ‘‘The 
Immigrant,’’ produced by WINX, Wash., 
om. &. 

Children’s (Out of School Listening) 
First Award: ‘‘Christmas Holiday Drama 
Festival,’’ produced by WNYC, N. Y 

Primary Grades, School Broadcasts 
Honorable Mention 





Tales from the Four 


Winds,’’ produced by N. Y. City Board of 
Education 
Intermediate Grades 
Honorable Mention: ‘‘News X-Ray,” pro- 
duced by Minneapolis Public Schools on 
KUOM: “Adventures of America, on 
KFJZ, Fort Worth. | 
ORGANIZATIONS | 
TRANSCRIPTIONS | 

Religious | 


First Award: ‘‘All Aboard for Adventure,” | 
produced by Joint Religious Radio Com- 
mittee. 


**Mission Sunday Dramatizations,’’ pi = 
duced by Society for Propagation of Faith 
Honorable Mention: ‘‘Victorious Living,”’ 


produced by International Council of Re 
ligious Education 


Cultural 
‘‘Adventures in Research,’’ produced by 
Westinghouse Electric Corp. 


Personal, Social Problems 
First Award: ‘‘Lest We Forget,’’ produced | 
by Institute for Democratic Education. 
Honorable Mention: “For These We 
Speak,”’ produced by National Mental 
Health Foundation, 


Civic, Service Organizations 
First Award: ‘‘The YMCA Presents,”’ pro- 
duced by National Council of YMCA. 
Honorable Mention: ‘‘You and Infantile 
Paralysis,’’ produced by National Founda- 
tion of Infantile Paralysis. 

One-Time Broadcasts 
Honorable Mention: ‘‘Deadline for Liv- 
ing,’’ produced by National Education Assn. 
Children’s (Out of School Listening) 
Honorable Mention: ‘‘Books Bring Ad- 
venture,’’ produced by Assn. of Junior 
Leagues of America. 





Honorable Mention: “World's Most 
Honored Flights,’’ produced by Longines- 
Wittnauer Watch Co. 

SPECIAL CLASS 
First Award: ‘‘The Teacher Wore Kilo- 
cycles,”’ produced by Public Schools of 
Rocky Mountain Radio Council. 
“Poliomyelitis Emergency Broadcasts,”’ 
produced by Univ. of Minnesota. 
Honorable Mention: Series of special news 
broadcasts produced by KSD, St. Louis. 


Scott Bill 
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eunatiens 
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lished with mew matter, shall be re- 
garded as new works subject to 
copyright under the provisions of 
this act.” Nowhere is there mention 
of who might be expected to have 
control of this new copyright, al- 
though the bill does say that the 
latter “...shall not effect the force 
or validity of any subsisting copy- 
right.” 
As for ASCAP, investing copy- 
right control in each individual in- 
terpretation of a song, possibly with 
an artist, could mean the eventual 
birth of a new performance rights 
society. This angle is in addition to 
ASCAP’s basic wish to protect its 
publisher and writer members. It 
feels, along with MPPA and SPA 
that a copyright on interpretation 
not controlled by either or both of 
its members factions could provide 
too many dangerous entanglements. 
However, so far neither ASCAP 
nor SPA executives have given in- 
structions to their legal batteries to 
interfere in the hearing of the bill. 
But, in each case, the legalites lean 
toward joining with MPPA and 
awaiting orders from the director 
boards of the respective organiza- 
tions to proceed. 





Ingrid’s Parlay 
Continued from page 1 


beat with a $6,000,000 average for 
three. The Bergman vehicles were 
“Bells of St. Mary’s,” top grosser 
for the year, “Notorious,” “Spell- 
bound” and “Saratoga Trunk.” 
(Crosby, incidentally, was in one of 
these with Miss Bergman, “Bells”; 
his other two smash grossers being 
“Blue Skies” and “Road to Utopia”.] 

“Joan” closed only because of film 
commitment of Miss Bergman in the 
Walter Wanger-Victor Fleming “Joan 
of Arc” package for Metro. No play, 
incidentally, has clicked in a house 
of the Alvin’s capacity, since the 


|i Continued from page 4 =e 





theatre was designed for musical 
comedy. Some hit dramas, such as} 
Paul Robeson’s “Othello,” have 
played repeat dates at the City Cen- 
ter, an even larger spot, but for 
more limited engagements, 

“Joan” opened to an enormous ad- 
vance sale and played to capacity at 
every performance. Understood that 
Miss Bergman is getting 15% of the 





Oduced by WINX, Wash, 


gross, star’s paycheck approximating ' 


$5,000 weekly, which is comparable 
- her Hollywood earnings hereto- 
ore, 


She is regarded as the most suc- 


cesful repatriate from the Coast, in | 


marked contrast to the last stage 
appearance of Spencer Tracy in 
“The Rugged Path.” That drama, 
like “Joan,” was produced by the 
Playwrights Co. Miss Bergman’s 
previous Broadway appearance was 


in a revival of “Liliom,” before she | 
ranked among Hollywood’s top lu- | 


minaries. 


“Joan” is slated for Salt Lake | 


City’s drama festival in connection 


| with Utah’s Centennial celebration 


but with another cast. Play is sup- 
posed to be used by the Theatre 
Conference in community theatres 
but although Miss Bergman will not 
tour, “Joan” is a possibility for the 
road with another star next season. 

Next month the Alvin will relight 
with “Life With Father” at which 
time the ticket scale will be dropped 
to $1.65 top, $2.40 applying on Sat- 
urday nights. Run record comedy 
will possibly gross $16.000 at pop 
prices. 











Disk Reviews 











_| Says. Extremely danceable and with | 
|some swell tunes— 


‘Love For Sale,” 
“Take Me in Your Arms,” “Sweet 


;and Lovely,” “Easy to Love,” “I'll 
See You in My Dreams” and “Love |: 


Walked In.” 

“Songs We Remember” (Disc) is 
probably the least imaginative title 
of this or any other year, but the 
album itself is a fine off-the-beaten- 


track job that should be heard. A| 


set of songs heard and cherished by 
members of the Abraham Lincoln 
Brigade, it’s one of the most ac- 


ceptable releases in a long, long | 


while. Milton Robertson, who 
fought for Free Spain, contributes a 
foreword that contributes enor- 
mously to the enjoyment of the 
songs themselves. 

The great flood of popular disks 
in recent weeks has prevented our 
paying proper homage to a few jazz 
items that should appeal to the ad- 
dicts. One is a Circle album called 
“South Side Shake” by Dan Bur- 
ley and His Skiffle Boys. Mr. Bur- 
ley, who is the managing editor of 
Harlem’s “Amsterdam News,” is 
highly regarded as a pianist. When 
you hear his authentic rent-party 
stuff in this set, you will understand 
why. 








On the Upbeat 
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Chicago 

Allen, J. C. Higginbotham and Sarah 
Vaughan...After Billie Holiday’s 
date at Colosimo’s, next step is 
Earle theatre, Philadelphia with 
Louis Armstrong...Buddy Worth 
held over at the Copacabana for 12 
weeks...Milo Stelt, of Frederick 
Bros., on Hot Springs vacation... 
Joe Sanders set for string of one 
nighters before playing Indiana 
Roof, Indianapolis...Orrin Tucker 
in Walled Lake Casino June 
13-26...Joe Mooney Quartet at 
Park Plaza, St. Louis...Fran 
Wood replacing Dell Welcome as 
Sherman Hayes’ chirper...Zach 
Dampe to cut four sides for new 
Future Records...Joe Sherman back 
in town after long absence...Paul 
Arnold, of WBBM, begins a personal 
appearance at the Buttery May 13... 
Various band booking agencies 
around town have formed softball 
team and will play at Grant Park 
against local businessmen...Henry 
King at the Frontier Club, Denver, 
first week in June. 


Hollywood 

Frankie Carle, when he starts on 
Chesterfield summer airshow on 
June 17, will layoff between ether 
shots until he opens stand at Pal- 
ladium July 22. Pianist has told 
General Artists Corp. he wants re- 
spite from gigs and locations after 
he closes at Lakeside, Denver, June 
12...Neal Hefti arranging for 
Charlie Barnet’s new crew...Dave 
Jacobs scouting for vocal combo for 
new Tommy Dorsey aggregation... 
Eddie Davis, former Benny Carter 
saxman, fronting own six-piecer at 
409 Club, black-and-tannery...Jean 
Barry, Freddy Martin orchestra 


| manager, slipped her silken soprano 


into the choral background of crew’s 
cut of “Lolita,” which RCA-Victor 
grooved for late May release. ..Nick 
Delano now singing with Murray 
McEachern’s combo at Club Morocco 
...King Cole Trio pencilled for jazz 
concert which KFWB disk jock 
Gen Norman will toss on June 16. 











Variety 


WEEK OF MAY 7 


Numerals in connection with bills 


whether full 


Letter inp parenthesis indicate circuit: (i) tndependent; (1) Loew; 
(P) Paramount; (R) KKO; (W) Warner 


Bills 


below indicate opening day of show 
or split week 








Capitol (L) 8 
Navier Cugat Ore 
The Garcias 
Betty Reilly 
Martin & Lewis 
Music Hall (1) 8 
Paul Haakon 
ithryn Lee 
tobert Marshall 


‘aul Remus Co 


Corps de Ballet 

Sym Ore 

Paramount (P) 7 

Duke Ellington O1 

Golder rate 4 

or » & Poke 

Buck & Bubbles 
Roxy (1) 7 

Hazel Scott 

F & E Barry 

Carl Ravazza 

Henny Youngman 
State (L) 8&8 

‘Ve 

} 


iire & Hudson 

Wiles 

Chucho Martinez 

J & M Muleay 

Wally Brown 

Salici Puppets 
Strand (W) 9% 

Ina Ray Hutton Or 

Phil Brito 

Helene & Howard 


Leniry Kent 
- BH X 
Windsor (1) 10-11 
| Hi Lo Jack & Dame 
Bobby Sargent 
}Clayton & Phillips 


| Sally Marsella 
|} 3 Buddies 
| BROOKLYN 
Flatbush (1) 10-11 
Harris & Lillette 
| Lem Johnson Ore 
| Jackie Mabley 
| Carl & Harriett 
|Carline Ray 
QUEENS 
Jamaica (1) 7-10 
3 Parks 
Harpers 
Podsons Monkeys 
Anthony & Allyn 
Cort & Saunders 
} (three to fill) 
ATLANTA 
Fox (P) 9 
|S Jones Show 
BALTIMORE 
| Hippodrome (1) 
|The Chesterflelds 
| Lee Davis 
| Everett Marshall 
| Gil Lamb “i 
State (1) 8-10 
Kollette & Marie 
i The Pitchons 
Stan Irwin 
The Gibsons 
11-14 
Elizabeth's Canines 
Helen Honan 
Harry Rose 
Mills & Powers 
BOSTON 
Boston (R) 8 








Martez & Delita 
Larry Storch 
BOUND BROOK 
Brook (1) 10-11 
Cort & Saunders 
Luyke & Lee 
Anthony & Allyn 
Rose Thurston 
(one to fill)” ~ 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (P) 9 
C Cavalaro Bd 
Lamberti 
J & M Nagel 
CAMDEN 
Towers (I) 9-11 
J & J Blair 
Don Corey 
H Royce & Helen 
Milton Douglas - 
Emery 2 & Claire 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 8 
Jack Benny 


NEW YORK CITY 


Phil Harris 
Oriental (1) 8 
Andrews Sis 
Les Paul 3 
Bob Evans 
Step Bros 
Vie Shoen Ore 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (R) 8 
Jorda Tym 56 
Forans & Frat s 
Mars ll Rros 
} Arre & Brode x 
Thin b> Hofft'n 





in 
DAYTON 
Keith’s (R) 8 
\ Ji 
HARTFORD 
State (I) 9-11 
I. Hampton Or 
Red & Curley 
Russ Mack & 
HOLYOKE 
Valley Arena (1) 11 
Tommy Tucke Ore 
Maurice Rocco 
Benson & Mann 
The Extremes 
(one to fill) 
MIAME 
Olympia (FP) 7 
Folie Milles 
Workmans 
Buddy Ebsen 
Paddy Cliff 
Radio Ramblers 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (1) 8 
The Dolinoffs 
Danny Drayson 
Radio Rogues 
Shirley Lavelle 
Earle (W) 9 
Armstrong Ore 
Billie Holiday 
Slim & Sweets 
Myers & Walker 
READING 
Rajah (1) 8-10 
Dean Hudson Ore 
Gordon MacRae 
Coco, Steve & Eddy 
Anthony & Rogers 
ROCKFORD 
Palace (1) 9 
Tubby Reeves 
Van & Arrvola 
June Hart 
Estela, Julid & 
Pancho 
Dixon & Pal 
Paul Walker Ore 
SALT LAKE CITY 
Lyric (1) 5 
Penny Parker 
Asta’ Svenn 
Burns 2 & Evelyn 
Linderman's Dogs 
Billy Farrell 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (R) 7 
The Glenns 
Grace McDonald 
Don Rice 
Cole & Debutantes 
{one to fill) 
SPRINGFIELD 
Court Sq (1) 8-11 


Page 





Lecuona Cub'’n B’ys | Norman Nasarr 


Wilfred Mae 3 
Bel-Aires 

Gautiers Steeplech’e 
Lewis & Van 
George Freems 


UTICA 
Stanley (W) 12-14 
Boyd Raeburn Ore 
Hal LeRoy 
Pat Henning 
Lynn Shirley 

WASHINGTON 
Capitol (L) 8 
Robert S & White 

The Tunesmen 
Fred Lowery 
Dorothy Rae 
Archie Robbins 
WOONSOCKET 
New Park (1) 11 
3 Whitaker Bros 
Page Norion 
(four to fill) 














Cabaret Bills 








Blue Angel 
Alice Pierce 
Mare Lawrence 
Rose Murphy 
Jay Marshall 
John Buckmaster 
Ellis Larkin 8 
Cafe SBoctety 
(Downtown) 
Imogene Coca 
Mary Lou Williams 
Ann Hathaway 
Cafe Society 
(Uptown) 
Lucienne Boyer 
Dave Martin 3 
Edmund Hall Ore 
Carnival 
Olsen & Johnson 
Betty Reilly 
C & T Vaidez 
Blackburn Twins 
Michael Edwards 
McManus Ore 
Reid Ore 
China Doll 
John Tio 
Moo Song 
Fran Yang 
Jadine Li Sun 
Tai Sings 
Copacabana 
Carmen Miranda 
Greb & Lober 
Betty George 
Michael Durso Ore 
Fernando Alverez O 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Ross & La Pierre 
Sirl 
Herman Hyde 
Turner Twins 
Rosebuds 
Billy Banks 
Tables Davis 
Renald & Rudy 
Jack Mathers 
Noble Sissle Ore 
Syd Strange Ore 
El Chico 
P.osita Rios 
Miguel & Albaicin 
Alice Farrar 
Bob Turk 
| Embassy 
Larry Marvin 
Galante & Leonar’a 
Jose Melis Ore 
Jose Curbello Ore 
| Greenwich Vil Inn 
| Lorraine De Wood 
;Arthur Blake 
'W Hoveler Girls 





NEW YORE CITY 


Ned Harvey Ore 
Habanero Orc 
Havana-Madrid 
Miguelito Valdes 
Noro Morales 
Manor & Mignon 
Sacasas 
Hotel New Yorker 
Chuck Foster Ore 
Marion Spelman 
June Arnold 
Bissell & Farley 
4 Esquires 
Joe Sater Trio 
Waldorf-Astoria 
John Sebastian 
Raye & Naldi 
Emil Coleman Ore 
Mischa Borr Oro 
Belmont-Plaza 
Bob Dixon 
Lou Seiler 
June Taylor Ders 
Eddie Stone Ore 
Nino Bd 
Hotel Biltmore 
Phil Wayne Ore 
Ron Perry Ore 
Hotel Commodore 
Louis Prima Orc 
Hotel Lexington 
Alomas Hawaiians 
Hotel Pennsyivanie 
Randy Brooks Ore 
Hotel Pierre 
Mata & Hara 
G Ray Terrel 
Chas Reader Ore 
Hotel Plaza 
De Marcos 
Pancho Ore 
Monte Orc 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Lawrence Weik Or 
Hotel St Regis 
Milt Shaw 
Laszla & Pepito 
Paul Sparr Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Charlie Drew 
Mare Starr 
Iceland 
Milt Britton Unit 
Latin Quarte> 
Sophie Tucker 
Eddie Schaefer 
Chadwicks 
Debonairs 
Raiph Young 
Hal Raywin 
Cecil Lewin 
Chick Gladke 





,; Vincent Travers O 








Marilyn Cantor 
Little Club Day Dawn & Dusk 
Walter Gross Elliot & Jurist 
Leon & Tildle’s Cedric Wallace $ 
Eddie Davis Wally Blacker 
Sonny King Versulties 
rhe Amorys Carl Brisson 
|} Narda Bod Grant Ore 
} Rossillianos Panchito Ore 
Harriet Lane Village Barn 
| Pablo Harry Ranch Ore 
Shepard Chorus } ‘Tor Palmer 
Art Waner Ore | J rry SS 
Monte Carle }Johbnr Newton 
| Dick Casparre O |Pappy B 
Robert Village Vanguard 
Is ‘ > = 
Old HKomunian 7 ot ee 
Hi rl oe 1), at 
“ . } Don Fry 
\ a men 
Re! King Wivel 
Mim Kellerman Rob Lee 
Joe La Porte Ore Kay Carole 
1D'Aquillas Oy Stuart Langley 
Rio Cabana Peggy Palmer 
Rosenbloom & Baer | D'Quincey & Giv’ne 
Dick White Zimmerman’s 
Gloria King Paul Smith 
Iris Karyl Janczi Makula 
Val Olman Ore Zsizga Bela 
Pupi Campo Ore Paulens 
Ruban lev 'Doris Haywood 
|}Marian Bruce ar Kardos O 
CHICAGO 
Blackhawk f 1 


| Phil Levant Ore 


H Edgewater Beach 
Chez Paree St 


Stephen Kisley Ore 
Lena Horne Al Gordon & Pets 
Paul Gray Shyrettos (5) 

}; Walter Long Song Stylists (4) 
Don Davis Ore lfotel Sherman 
Don Chiesta Ore Carl Marx 
Adorables (12) Jayne Walton 

Colosimo’s Herbie Fields Ore 
Zephyrs Jan August 

Cindy & Windy Harmoni¢eats 
Sol Feola Or« : 
noe Ait Hotel Stevens 


Henry Brandon Or 
Jack Fulton 
Donna Lane 
Lathrop & Lee 
Bobby May 

Lee Gilmore 
Metalia Sloat Boulevar-Dears 
Buddy Worth Latin Quarter 
Arnie Barnett Geo M. Cohan Jr 
Copa Cover Girls Dottie Dotson 
Janet Gaylord Vilma Sherry 


J € Higginbottom 
Copacabana 

Alan Carney 

Tony Canzoneri 

Joey Adams 

Mark Plant 


Hotel Bismarck Ming & Ling 
Joseph Sudy Ore Latin Lovelies 
Georgie Gobels Buddy Shaw Ore 


The Martinis 
lLenore 
Lorita Maloney 
Harvey Crawford 
iL. & G Cansino 
Helsings 

|} Ralph Lewis 
{Sid Fisher Ore 
Denny Miles 
Bert Easley 
Linda Jordan Phil Crane 

Hotel Blackstone Nancy Doran 
Phil Regan The : evelies (6) 
Ramos Orch Cee Davidson Ore 

Hotel Congress Vine Gardens 
Joe Vera Ore Dick Gale 
Sam Bari Mary Jane Dodd 
Hotel Continental) Montero & Yvonne 
Del Renee Jill Adams 
Marianne Fedele Joe Kish Ore 


Coast Band Biz 


Continued from page 53 


Vaimer House 
Jack Fina Ore 
Herb Shriner 
Susan Reed 
Abbott D'ncers (18) 

Rio Cabana 
Georgie Tapps 
Martin Bros (2) 
Monica. Lewis 


























Freddy Martin will play a summer 
full of vaudates, but Eddy Howard 
will: hold down at Cocoanut Grove 
during~absence of the fixture band. 
San Diego’s Pacific Square and Mis- 
sion Beach are out, save the Square 
as occasional Saturday gig-date. 


One-nite promoters continue to 
snap that agencies aren’t cutting 
prices as drastically as the ops think 
feasible. Biggest promoter in South- 
ern California, Marty Landau, was 
bitterly complaining over weekend 
that Frederick Bros. had offered him 
Anson Weeks for his sites at $500 
per nite, and that when Weeks last 
whisked through here, he was avail- 
able at $400. Landau also has beefed 
to MCA that it now is asking $1,500 
for Gene Krupa, whereas last year’s 
price was $1,250. : 


However, figures have slackened, 
as Landau admits, in some instances, 
for he has inked Calloway at $1,250 
per, down from $1,500; Les Brown 
for $1,000, down from $1,500; Pastor 
for less than $1,000, a bit down; 
Charlie Barnet for less than $1,000, 
a cut, also. 

















. te? 
Miranda’s Copa 
Continued from page 59 ——— 


Longstreet, with songs by Jule Styne 
and Sammy Cahn. 


Proser’s “Varga Girls” 
Hollywood, May 6. 
Monte Proser, who had a piece of 
“Copacabana” (UA), is readying a 
filmusical, “Varga Girls.” Harry 
Bloomfield, who planned the idea 
for a Broadway musical, will be as- 
sociated in the picture venture, 
Proser’s new bistro on the Sunset 
Strip opens July 30 with Carmen 
Miranda in the Casa Miranda; Tony 
Martin, Jack Cole and the Varga 
Girls (line) starred in the main 
room; and a huge bar occupying the 
rest of the former Trocadero. The 
three-in-one nitery will be known 
simply as Monte Proser’s, after the 
boniface had variously experimented 
with billings like the Trocabana. 
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Strand, N. Y. 


Ina Ray Hutton Orch (16) with 
Dick Mains; Helene & Howard, Phil 
Brito, Lenny Kent; “Love and 
Learn” (WBY reviewed in VARIETY, 
March 26, °47. 





Ina Ray Hutton, who came out of ; 


semi-retirement in Hellywood for a 
series of theatre dates, 
new stage show with a newly organ- 
ized band. Coupled with Phil Brito, 
who has been slowly moving upward 
in the baritone battle, comedian 
Lenny Kent and the dance team of 
Helene and Howard, she and her 
men form the foundation for a very 
pleasant show. 

Since her last showing here, Miss 
Hutton has become a lot more con- 
servative, also a bit more suble in 


fine vocalizing. 





heads this | 
. | esque” is a knockout and Gardner 


sumes with “Anniversary Song” as a 
vehicle for musician Kenny Garden’s 
projected by ‘the 
band and its vocalists, “Uncle Remus 
Says” is sock stuff. Bob Hopkins, 
comedian-mimic, needs new and bet- 
ter gags, but his impressions of 
screen and radio greats are authen- 
tic. 

Lombardo’s version of “Humor- 
to town with “Frankie and 
number. The Pitchmen 
With their comedy 


goes 
Johnny” 
click, as usual. 


imitations of instruments. For a 
|finale the band offers a bangup 
medley with such items as “Star- 


dust,” Seems Like Old Times,” 
“Easter Parade,” “Give Me the Moon 
Over Brooklyn,” etc. 


first show on Saturday. Rees. 





State, N. Y. 

Jerry Wayne, Ross Wyse, Jr., with 
Peggy Womack, Mario & Floria, The 
Reddingtons (3), Fred. Lowery & 
Dorothy Rae, Barney Grant, Louis 
Basil’s house orch; “It Happened in 
Brooklyn” (M-G). 





Current layout at the State, while 
lacking in marquee lure, packs 
plenty of variety and generally over- 
all makes for an entertaining session. 
Acts are well spotted and run along 
fast enough to please, with Louis 
Basil, house band maestro, doing his 





Biz good at | 


her methods of directing her band. 
But, less explosive or not she still 


RKO, Boston 


i 
has what it takes to make women | Boston, May 3. 
ok on with envy and men with | : ee , 
ration She still tosses a fine|,V@ughn Monroe Orch with Ziggy 
point to emphasize a brass or reed | Talent, Moonmaids, Betty Norton, 


passage by a band composed of four Eddie Julian; Acromaniacs, Johnny 


trumpets, five sax, three rhythm and 
all in all does an excellent job. 
Musically, the band is okay. It 
hasn't been together too long, it 
seems. but under the circumstances 
it sounds better than a lot of combos 
that come to mind. Its only faults | 
are in arrangements. They lack | 
finesse and some are badly overdone, 


1 (U). 

Old home week here with Vaughn 
Monroe, very hot stuff locally, Ziggy 
Talent and Frank Fontaine, ditto, all 
Boston boys, riding high, wide and 
handsome for a wow reception from 
the biggest bunch of customers the 
house has had in weeks. 


such as “Melancholy Baby.” Others 

frame the leader in a lot of noise, Band—and Monroe—are the big 
but, as was inferred above, on her | noises in this layout, Monroe himself 
they look good. She doesn’t need | catching a sinatrian response from 
too much of a frame beyond what | the customers every time he glances 


she already has to form a good stage 
picture. 

Pacing of the band’s numbers help ir i x 
the overall effect; some pushed along | Day.” “You Can't See the Sun,” etc, 
by Hutton vocals. Opener is the |Some of them with the five Moon- 
new “Mahzel,” then later at nicely | maids vocalling background. Mon- 
spotted pdints, comes “You Don’t |roe gives them a_ solid layout of 
Learn That in School,” a good nov- | songs and clicks with every one. 
elty; a trumpet solo of “Dark Eyes” |} for contrast there are songs by 
by Dick Mains, an Irving Berlin | Betty Norton, charmingly and amus- 
medley and the leader's standard | ingly done, a sharp session of drum- 
“Angry.” which is hooked into Lenny |ming by Eddie Julian, and a plenty 
Kent's act |good act by Ziggy Talent, who does 

Helene & Howard work up front, | ‘‘Why Did I Teach My Girl to Drive,” 
contributing a well done comedy |" The Best President” and the old 
ballroom routine and a satirical jit- | familiar “Sam You Made My Pants 
terbug bit that goes over big. Their | Too Long.” 
opening piece, done straight at first | choruses, too. Show could have 


and seguing into the knockabout is | used another band number, as band 


their way. They go especially big 
|for his vocals, of course, such solos 


Takes off on some sax | 


| Mack, Frank Fontaine; “Temptation” | 


“Two-Gun Fernando.” Both duet | 
“Too Late” for a nice getaway. Ross | 
Wyse, Jr. and Peggy Womack, | 
| are as slick as ever in their clowning ! 
and comedy acro stuff with “Adagio | 
Lesson” a standout. Guy knocks | 
himself out with knockabout and 


| been 


as “Girl That I Marry,” “It’s a Good | 


| 


usual breezy assist as emcee via a 
hand-mike from pit. 

The Reddingtons, two women and 
| guy, teeoff with their expert trampo- 
lining. Younger gal and man turn 
|in clever feats on the springy can- 


vas, with additional comedy coming | 


from a group of stooges from the 
audience. Barney Grant, essaying a 
hillbilly dude, gives out with gags, 
mostly off the cob, while strumming 
guitar accomp to a brace of songs. 


Takes time to warm ’em up but 
finally gets a nice sendoff. 
Frec Lowery, blind whistler, 


scores with “Indian Love Call” ana | 
“Rhapsody in Blue,” while pariner | 


Dorothy Rae does okay on vocal of 


hoofing while gal makes a good foil. 
Depart io plenty salvos. 

Jerry Wayne, baritone, who has 
featured on radio’s “Hit Pa- 
rade,” is the distaffers main event 
on the layout. Opens with “Ni- 
caragua” to plant him solid. Follows 
with “Mam’selle” and. “Warsaw Con- 
certo” for hefty returns. Encores 
with comedy tune, “Just Can't Un- 
derstand Women” for several addi- 
tional bends. 

Mario and Floria close with nifty 


| bailroomology in their usual smooth 


; 


marked by good legit lifts, spins, etc. | itself never has a chance to show | 


And the jitterbug piece is equally | 
able. This is a fine act. _the customers wanted—and got. 


Phil Brito, who has had a long | 


what it can do, but it was Monroe | 


Acromaniacs, whose stunts are as | 


struggle since leaving Al Donahue | fast, lend. another bit of welcome | 


to do a single five or six years ago, | contrast; Johnny Mack taps for a 


does a smart job. He has come a | pleasant session, and Frank Fontaine | 


long way in stage deportment. He |clicks with a bright series of imper- 
works easily, with more than enough | sonations. It’s what the doctor or- 
poise and presence and earns the dered for this house, bogged down 
sharp reaction he gets. Opener is with routine vaude and off biz for 
“Heartaches.” in ballad tempo, then |some weeks now Elie. 

“Mam’'selle,” “If I Could Be With 
You” and “Mama” and he could have 


Capitol, Wash. 


done’ m oe artly left "em ; 
begging. Good turn, : Washington, May 3. 
Lenny Kent closes. His comedy Spike Jones City Slickers 


has been shown in various topnotch 
niteries in New York and elsewhere. 
He's strictly a gagster completely 
dependent on material. And in this 
instance a lot of the latter is no- 
where. But this audience ate it up. 

After Kent’s first few minutes of 
gags the first thought one gets is to 
look around for the exits. 


tyjio Huston, George Rock, Doodles 


tion” (U). 








Local reviewers alternated in tell- 


style, with tango and satire on Tur- | 


key Trot as socko as ever. 


Chieago, Chi 
Chicago, May 2. 
Carmen Cavallaro Orch 
Leslie Long, Bob Allen; 
Marilyn Nagle, Professor Lamberti; 
“Ladies’ Man” (Par). 


Edba, 





Major portion of stanza’s bankroll 


must have gone to Carmen Cavallaro | 


orch, for although supporting acts 
are good, neither are potent enough 
to achieve sock results. 

Using “Lullaby of Broadway” as 
introduction, Cavallaro at piano and 
muted trumpet section combine for 
selections from orch’s latest picture 
to nice reception. 

Leslie Long, stunner in green, 
blacklace trimmed gown, demon- 
strates pleasant stage mannerisms as 
well as neat contralto in “It’s a 


(15), Good Day” and “Glocca Morra.”’ 
with Dr. Horatio Q. Birdbath, Bet- | 


Bob Allen, husky baritone, does 


'“When Am I Going to Kiss You 


Weaver, Slickerettes (2) and Ward |Good | 
Ellis, Dick Morgan, Bill King, Helen | Guilty” and “Anniversary Song” to | 
Greco, and Aileen Carlyle; “Tempta- | patrons’ approval. 


| 


j 


| ficulties 


Then he jing town to go to Capitol and see | 


does a bit of mimicry and things get | Spike Jones and to stay away from | 


warmer. Next comes a bit wherein | Capitol because “Temptation” was 
he does a resume of the entire show | 4 stinkeroo. Spike Jones won out. 


for a freshly seated customer (an a pp ‘ 
old piece done by many before him) | _The hour-long “Musical Deprecia- 
: “a ition Revue” has been packing them 
and things get warmer. Finish is. f he kiana areas tna touee 
worked out around Ina Ray Hutton’s | ve A “ke oy 3 nln 
“Angry.” And still Kent has not | {45 STOW Mne fact —— 
proved himself a comic fo | vey ' 
reckoned with: but, as noted above. 
this audience loved it. This reviewer 


Morning?” and encores 


Dance duo, Jack and Marilyn 
Nagle, confronted with technical dif- 
when bandstand wasn’t 
moved back far enough, got off to 
bad start because mike wasn’t raised 
on time for their song. Poor light- 


_ ing failed to create natural illusion 
| kids number needed, but in spite of 
| this, pair get nice mitting. 

j 
| standard laughable xylophone antics 


The fast moving show, | 
featuring everything from gunshots | 
to juggling and phony magic, and | 


has butted too many other concrete | occasionally even a little music, has | 


them howling and beating their 


walls to argue. On that basis the Titied deans trash 6 


guy does a job here. Wood. 


palms here. 





| Jones team offers some of the most 
Orpheum. Mipis. pe to spill over the Capitol stage 
Minneapolis, May 3; | since the same bunch last played 

Guy Lombardo Orch (15) with | here, a couple of years back. 
Don Rodney, Pryde & Day, Bob Hop- |; Standout among the numerous 
kins, The Pitchmen (3): “That Way | specialties is Doodles Weaver, comic, 
With Women” (WB). | who flickers in and out of the show 


;and racks up a bullseye with an 





This is Guy Lombardo’s initial 
visit to Minneapolis, but it’s apparent 
he has built up a legion of record 
and radio fans here. The outpouring 
of customers, reaching smash pro- 
dagen and the reception tendered 

im and band proves it. 

His 


the Indianapolis Speedway classic. 


the-flying-trapeze number in which 
the words come out arsey-varsey 
and the music not much better. 


Bettyjo Huston, very supple acro 


dancer, rates strong appreciation as 


sweet, soft music and nifty } 


arrangements of hit parade tunes oe vs oe Mg nt gy “tart - 
and a few oldies get enthusiastic re- | other standout is Bill Ki n- 
sponse. The extremely listenable : ; . ing. a 


capable juggler with a nice sense of 
humor which takes the form of some 
early fumbling before he really goes 


melody plus three good acts makes’ 
for first-rate show. 


Ts iw , . rac 

With six rhythm. four brass and to work. 
four saxes and male vocalist aside ‘ : 
from a trio of musicians who couble Mickey Katz, the slick clarinet 
on the warbling, it's a small outfit Player doing “Dizzy Fingers” and 


George Rock. 


as stage bands usually go, but it 
trumpet, 


a handy man with a 
makes up in quality what it lacks in 


provide the musicianship 


quantity. Every band number is Which sets off the clowning and 
larded with good vocalization that Proves that the Jones ensemble can 
spells added listening pleasure. play, too, when it has to. 

After the theme “Auld Lang Best of the bawdy ensemble num- 
Syne,” Don Rodney, ace singer, gets bers is “Glow Worm” in which 
in the groove immediately with Aileen Carlyle tries to sing the 


“How Are Things in Glocca Morra?” 


ditty under every difficulty that th 
Then there’s a smooth-as-silk ar- : ’ : 


; ; ° fiendish mind of Jones can conceive. 
rangement of “Managua, Nicaragua” “Hotcha Cornya,” another Jones 


with Rodney inserting comedy busi- mass murder job, opens the act to 
ness with two other band vocalists set the audience in the proper 
to diversify what's mostly serious mood. “Holiday for Strings” fea- 
business of music and pipes-exercis- tures the two Slickerettes. nice look- 
ing blonde gals and Ward Ellis in 


ng. 
Pryde & Day, man and woman, a dancing ensemble which is a cut 


offer some new and difficult juggling 
stunts with comedy touches to good Show even has a-midget to liven up 
returns, after which the band re- | proceedings. Lowe. 








full two and one-half hour unit the | 


‘imitation of Ted Husing announcing | 


He clicks nicely also with a man-on- 


below mast of the rest of the bill. | 


Professor Lamberti contribs his 
for top returns. Completes gagging 
with serious delivery of “Serenade” 
from “Student Prince” and other old 
faves. 

Drummer Andy Ajello neatly sup- 
ports Cavallaro’s “Antra’s Boogie” 
number which has house tapping 
and in mood for more, 


Caviar of program is maestro’s 


keying “Warsaw Concerto” with 
strong violin backing. Orch wraps 
things up with classic, Chopin's 
“Polonaise.” Hunt. 





Olympia, Miami 
Miami, May 2. 

Bob Eberly. Harry Savoy, Hank 
Keene, Jean Fadden, Larry & Lynn, 
Les Rhode House Orch; “Suddenly 
It’s Spring” (Par). 

Neat entertainment quotient is 
contained in current bill with blend 


appealing to both bobbysoxers and | 


vaude-addicts in person of 


Bob 
Eberly and standard turns. 


Eberly has a carefully blended | 


turn that includes a balanced set of 
pops which, with his easy, almost 
bashful approach nets him top re- 
turns. Includes “Love Is Just 
Around The Corner,” “Heartaches.” 
“Tangerine” and “Anniversary 
Song.” Guy had them all the way 
and walks off to terrif applause. — 

Harry Savoy provides the vet 
type comedy which includes the 
corn and bluish material that seems 
to be standard with his sort of 
comedics. It gets a good measure of 
laughs, based on the timing and 
Savvy acquired through the years. 
A lot of it would be better suited to 
a nitery. 

Emceeing the proceedings is Hank 
Keene, who does okay by the layout. 
| In own spot his musica! stuff whams. 
Biz on accordion, clarinet. xylo- 
phone and 88ers socks. Encore with 
panto on Cyril Smith recording of 
“Sow Song.” Jean Fadden offers 
control-dance that gets healthy palm 
| whacks. : 


Larry and Lynn tee off 


(16) with | 
Jack &} 


show 


with their unicycle stunts. Work in 


balancing of chairs, glasses, etc., for 
good returns. Les and house 
orch play their usual good show. 
Biz good. Lary. 





Earle, Philly 
Philadelphia, May 3. 
Chariie Spivak Orch, with Rusty 
Nichols, Bobby Rickey, Tommy 
Mercer: Del Rios, Frank Marlowe, 
Russ Clark; “Calender Girl” (Rep). 





The smooth rhythm of Charlie 
Spivak and his orchestra, plus three 
good acts, make this week's show 
a. the Earle shape up nicely. 

Spivak, billed as the man who 
plays the sweetest trumpet, intro- 
duces the acts, in addition to lead- 
ing the band through the featured 
numbers, beginning with “Stomping 
Room Only,” the group’s latest plat- 
ter. 
| His 16 musicians, attired alike in 
| brown striped suits, green ties and 
| white shirts, look smart behind their 

stands and give out satisfactorily 
with “Begin the Beguine,” featur- 
| ing Spivak on trumpet. 

Another good number is “Solid 
Steven,” featuring 19-year-old Bob- 
by Rickey at the drums. Rusty 
Nichols steps out from his trombone 
| stand to vocalize “Shorty’s Got to 
Go.” Nichols has lots on the comic 
ball, and goes over big. 

Spivak and his horn also hold the 
spot for a sweet rendition of “Anni- 
versary Song,” which ends on a sus- 





| tained note that wins applause. Vo- | 
| calist Tommy Mercer does well with 
“Rainy Night in Rio,” “For Senti- 


mental Reasons” and “Linda.” 

Opening the acts are the Del Rio 
troupe, two men and a girl, in a 
routine of toss terp. Act looks smart, 
the men attired in white coats, black 
ties, and dark trousers, while gal is 
glamorous in black evening gown. 
Their routines are excellent. 

Russ Clark, fresh from engage- 
| ments on the west coast, offers a 
novelty puppet act that is refresh- 
ing. He presents a sepia tap puppet; 
a clown who blows bubbles to the 
tune of “Blowing Bubbles’; a strip- 
teaser who peels to tune of “Take 
It Off!”, and a skeleton tapster. 

Frank Marlowe, iaie of tke late 
“Toplitzky of Notre Dame,” is a nat- 
ural “nut” comic who knows the 
laugh-value of falls. Has a clever 


style, is natural, and a real laugh- | 


| getter. 


Oriental. Chi 


Shal. 


Chicago, May 1. 

Andrews Sisters (3), Les Paul & 
Co. (3), Bob Evans & Jerry O'Leary, 
Stepp Bros. (4). Vic Schoen Orch 
(14); Michigan Kid (U), 

The Andrews Sisters top a com- 
pact. smooth running revue that is 
a click from the start. Gals keep 
house happy with vocals on “Show 
Business”: and “Feet Too Big.” 
| Dressed alike in black draped suits 
|of gabardine with shimmering 
| blouses. gals follow with “Rum and 
Coca-Cola,” “Boogie Woogie Bugle 
Boy” and “Apple Blossom Time” for 
usual sock returns and a begoff. 

The Stepp Brothers capture good 
appreciation with fast tapping and 
| knee bending maneuvers. . 
| Les Paul Trio, with devil-may- 
| care stage presence, please with 
| original interpretation of “Begin the 
Beguine” and “Guitar Boogie.” Beg 
off after “Anniversary Song” done 
with Andrews Sisters. 

Bob Evans, carries his end of show 
'well in zesty conversational stint 
| with Jerry O'Leary, dummy. Tops 
comedy repartee with vocal duet for 
hefty applause. 

Regular house orch, augmented by 
| three instruments, is under direction 
|of Andrews girls’ musical arranger 








| and director, Vic Schoen. Orch as- 
| sists in windup featuring the An- 
drews Sisters in zany, sock delivery 
of Jolson medley. Hunt. 





Cirele. Indpis. 


: Indianapolis, May 2. 
Frankie Carle Orch, with Mar- 


jorie Hughes, Gregg Lawrence; 
Johnny Morgan, Baron & Bernay; 
Easy Come, Easy Go” (Par). 


Frankie Carle missed his first 
show at the Circle, due to six-hour 
delay in arrival caused by train 
wreck at Huntington, Pa. but he 
was worth waiting for. Slick band 
routine that stands definitely on its 
own but gets acceptable he p from 
two first-rate acts makes for good 
| entertainment. Carle’s current popu- 

larity proves there's still spark of 
life left in name band trade here. 

Piano-caressing maestro shows he 
knows where he is by opening with 
“Back Home in Indiana.” Marjorie 
Hughes gets nice reception 





the Rain” and Gregg Lawrence is 
well received in Jerome Kern med- 
ley. Both soloists rate above aver- 
age. But Carle is the show stopper 
when he gets down to business at 


keyboard for “Oh, What It Seemed | 
to Be.” “Rumors Are Flying,” “Bar- | 


carolle,” “Anniversary Song,” 
‘Linda,” “Carle Meets Mozart” and 
“Sunrise Serenade,” each one socko. 
He tops it off with sure-fire “Carle 
Boogie” for grand finale. 

Johnny Morgan gets plenty of 
laughs with his smart song and pat- 
ter line, climaxed by hilarious take- 
off on symphony conductor in action. 
Baron and Bernay also click with 
something a little different in dance 

| routines. Their acrobatics are dandy 
| Show is all-around pleaser. Biz 
looks good. Corb. 


Hughes - ice for | 
straightforward singing of “Roses in | 





Continued from page 2 





tract had been signed with the So- 
ciety; that the $50 fee accepted was 
for janitorial service; that tthe So- 
ciety’s appeal should have been 
taken to the State Education Dept. 
Since the singer was to receive a 
$2,000 fee, his recital should be con- 
sidered as a private business ven. 
ture, McGuiness said. “Paul Robe. 
son can hire a hall in the city og 
Albany and sing until he gets tired,” 
declared McGuiness. “But I don’t 
think any fair-minded person should 
expect our citizens should be forced 
} to pay for his speech.” 

Harvey branded the cancellation 
iby the Board of Education of the 
| school use permit es “arbitrary.” He 
|said that the Board’s action came 
jafter “a little matter of hysteria in 
|Peoria and before the House Un- 
| American Committee.” The city of 
| Peoria banned Robeson’'s appearance 
| because of the report by the House 
| Committee alleging the singer had 
| connections with groups that follow 
the Communist Party line 





“Other music societies, such as the 
Civic Music Assn.” said Harvey, 
|“have been granted use of the 


| schools, and it is fair to believe they 
| paid substantially in excess of $2,000 
| to those who appeared in them.” 
| George Greene, representing the Al- 
bany County American Legion, said: 
“Mr. Robeson’s appearance is an Al- 


|bany public school building is a 
;cunning bit of Communist propa- 
|ganda, not unlike the notorious 


| marches on Albany and the siege of 
ithe Senate Chamber.” 


Harvey said next day that Robe- 
| Son had assured him, in writing, 
jthat “I will sing my regular pro- 
{gram concert with my usual en- 
| cores, without comment or remark.” 
| Robeson maintained Peoria’s action 
was two days late. “The concert in 
that city was cancelled April 15 be- 
cause the sponsoring organization 
| couldn’t meet the financial guaran- 
| tee,” Mr. Harvey read from a letter 
forwarded by Columbia Concerts, 
agents for the singer. 


Letters to the Albany newspapers 
on the Robeson affair indicate a 
divided opinion. The Evangelist, Al- 
bany Catholic diocesan weekly, sup- 
ported the Board's stand. 


Legion Fights Pa. Appearance 


Harrisburg, May 6. 
In spite of protests from the Amer- 


Chamber of Commerce, his sponsor, 
to cancel his concert here tomorrow 
(7), Paul Robeson will go through 
with his scheduled appearance at 
the Forum. 

The Legion asked Governor Duff 
to bar Robeson from the Forum, 
which is leased by the State Dept 
of Public Instruction, on the grounds 
he has “Communistic leanings.” 
When the Governor refused, the 
Legion announced it would picket 
the Forum. 








Legit Prices 


necessary to make it worthwhile. 
Hence the $4 ticket for a straight 
play, when $4 was deemed fancy 
for a musical years ago. 


“Even the small musicals need 
$25,000 a week to break © even 
whereas Ziegfeld and White in an- 
other era would bring in lavish re- 
vues under that mark.” 

This showman points out that be- 
cause of the staggering overhe 
| the managers themselves ask for 
| higher stop terms since it would 
be financially hazardous to remain 
‘in a theatre if not hitting a certam 
/prefitable peak. 





The revision downward, it is 
argued, must be an all-industry 
problem. Authors are “way over 


/minimum,” showman says, mention- 
ing thet successful name playwright 
°. straight, 
‘now demands and gets 10°- stratem 
‘instead of the 5, 7% and 10% base 
|minirnums the Dramatists Guild pro- 
vides for. Eugene O'Neill gets 4 
straight 15%. Directors likewtse get 
‘fancy percentages, and legit actors 
\ditto. “If a film name takes a flyer 
| in legit.” showman says, “It's —_, 
because they insist on dollar-for-dol- 
lar investment in the production, bis 
guarantees, and the like. You can 
‘ask the ushers or the cleaning 
| women to take a cut, and the stage 
hands are certainly up to saturation 
point.” 
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Managers Question S Right ["""" setter Avec tour Heads or Tails’ a Critics’ Field-Day; 
allag ig Set for Aussie Tour) M@AGS OF a I y; 
‘ s . Vivian della Chiesa, opera and 
‘ radio soprano who recently opened | - 
| 0 invade Folcy Mm National Issile 8°20"; ees. cc ce Even ubert Flees to Gin humm 
' | City Center, N. Y., has been signed | 
; > 2 for a three-month Australian con- | , Ps My 
. After re par oe its ac- + cert tour by J. & N. Tait (William- | + For two seasons “Heads or Tails,” 
’ tors would no allow! © appear . son chain) through their N. Y. rep | " . |deseribed as a farce although deal- 
; at the National, Washington, after Evie Hayes for Top Role | Dorothy Stewart. Latter just re- 3 Chi Scalpers Nicked | ing with suicide, has been announced 
, a S ramp ae 2 A hr bar- . é a) 'turned to N. Y. from the Coast. ‘in one form or another. When it 
ring Negroes from'the audience was | A P d. f Anni | Singer will do 30 concerts in Aus- $50 Fa h b Fed J dg finally opened at the Cort, N. Y. last 
, dropped, Marcus Heiman, who op- n ussie roe 0 € | tralia and New Zealand, opening | C y . Judge Friday (2) it was aceorded the sea- 
. erates the capital's sole legiter, made Evie Hayes, American-born wife | July 2 in Melbourne. She'll go by Chicago, May 6. son's worst notices. Strange angle 
3 no comment but referred question- | of Will Mahoney, vet U. S. vaude | boat to Honolulu, flying from there. Latest action against ticket scalp- | @b0ut the show is that all those who 
, ers to a recent editorial in Evening | actor who's been performing and | ~ a ers was the fining of three em- bought tickets in advance of the 
: Star, a D. C. daily. Around Equity | Producing vauders in Australia for showers ot ee es Ticket Agency for | debut were declared in on possible 
the idea of a referendum to support | years, will play the lead in the Wil- « e on ore aaniite =a tic ats Gaveramact profit which provoked some amuse- 
or vote down the council's edict liamson Theatres Aussie production ine USIC S had charged that sellers had not! !98 results. 
was declared to be incorrect. Stated be pe ate a eng paid federal tax on overcharges and One fellow asked for his money 
that the sentiment of actors, espe- | an produced in Melbourne end | that price was not marked on the back after reading the reviews and 
cially those in N. Y., was distinctly | <4 » | back of the ducats was promptly told that couldn't be 
y , . ' ’ 
amainst segregation Carl Randall, who will stage, and emamnmn or ‘ - done because he. like over 3,000 
; gainst s . | _| Webb Tilton, baritone, who will play . Judge John P. Barnes, Chi federal others was a “backer” of the play 
. Managers question the right of | male lead, left N. Y. by boat couple district court judge, fined Mrs. De- ities ‘om H 3 Lenstebier anid 40 
. Equity to invade the front of the) of weeks ago. * e Vota R. Delehanty, Miss Bea John- len Austrian author and Ervin Drake, 
house and some stated they would ’ son and Jessie Ballard each $50 last | stated to be a Hollyweed write: 
. file suit against the actors’ body lmnmer s week. All pleaded guilty. | aiesaaminnne eieneel ru Aa Theatre. 
eal . etal " : e | . . « ’ 
‘ should the National switch to films. | ° : . Inc,” and tack cards were around 
f In that event one of the most profit- | oe rl ll é | Not more than nine current musi- | | Times Square last season, promoting 
» moa nn 5 an a —_ are seen remaining on the | p hert | the sale of tickets in advance, em- 
eliminated, whic it is claim B jw ie , * em on S | phasizing the profit lure. What de- 
: would be grounds for damage ac- ¢ 3 jeeetgeeres Pe BS: Ae SS Oe See | layed the show reaching the boards 
ene 0 ony erry mer, whereas last year there were FE a alice s 
y Ss. Fr : bal ; : : * } e . S! ciear. 
Washington Star contends the = _—_ one new musical & ae od Another “backer-patron” was 
, racial problem in the capital “con- . and a limited date repeater is due | ressing alm steamed up because after ordering 
. cerns not the National theatre but but at least three of the present crop | tickets a year and a half in advance 
° the movies, the schools; fie play- ay e will go off before the end of the | ‘ 4 he finally got the pasteboards for a ; 
; grounds, etc. and to contend other- month. “Carousel” was figured a | V L { date on which he could not attend. ; 
wise is a dangerous form of self- “Canteen in Heaven,” poem by for. | Smmer pte) when the ticket | S. ucas a | He was further peeved upon learn- 
. deception. It is to the area of this| mer GI Kermit Schaefer which was. prices were rec uced but when busi- | ing that the tickets called for a pre- i, 
a question that Equity’s ultimatum ' read at the recent memorial dinner | eet hey gy ng te 4 a ay Claim for a share of the author's | V'€W performance, not the first night. : 
contributes nothing. In fact, it may | to Antoinette Perry, may be the basis | MCUNCed to close May 24, with a) ities from “Anna Lucasta” will | "€ Cort is operated by the Shu- 4 
- even jeopardize a wise solution, for| of a variety film, principal benefi- | /™™«? stay in Boston anticipated. | : berts, but Lee walked out after the ’ 
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” more prominent than they would $1,000,000. General idea ~y god (Beck). “Icetime of 1948” will re- | Miss Perry and the manager not/ man in the News favored “the sui- 
a among Broadway audiences, is “to rot aaah : ’ | light the Center, with “Louisiana | infrequently worked on scripts they | cide as a merciful release from all 
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which lead to tolerance, understand- cago, May 9. to have received a war bond for his | Post thought “Heads” to be “not only 
a and good will. It may be pos- Chi theatre bookings got a shot in P good deed). “Anna” was originally | the worst play seen on Broadway 
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FOR OPERETTA SEASON Lyceum’s 50G Jeb |United Kingsdom, and should be | a ° | Beinaeve,, Siege ie, SNS TS 
Dall , Mi lis. May 6, | treated as separate country when In Mex Due to Boff Biz. gee = a aos aa 
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“ Downs, Jane Deering; “Roberta,” one. 5 pay — certeebouw Orchestra, considered a legit. | Bebe de Roland. Mew Zealand , 
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' Ww > 4 J . | = s +o j , . . P . . 
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Pulitzers Put Nix on ‘Best’ Play For 
Season—And No One Knows Why 


Columbia Univ. announced Mon- ¢ 
day that its Pulitzer Prize jury had 
not cited any Broadway play of the 
1946-47 season, although half a dozen 
dramas had beer figured ‘as worthy + 
of the supposedly annual prize. It’s 
the fourth time the Pulitzers ducked 
the issue since the foundation was 
formed in memory of Joseph Pulit- 
zer. late newspaper publisher of 
the N.Y. World, now defunct. Pre- 
viously seasons of 1918-'19, "41-"42 
and °43-'44 were also skipped, al- 
though many. other authorship | 
grants were made. 

Pulitzers are now even up with 
the Critics Circle, reviewers also 
having failed to make up their minds 
four times, for which they were 
panned. But critics recently chose 
“All My Sons” as the season’s best 
play, other plays figuring in the bal- 
loting. Identities of the Pulitzer | 
committees are among Colum- 
bia’s closely-guarded secrets, so that | 
its personnel may escape explana- | 
tions of how come. 

Infrequently do Pulitzer selections | 
go to outstanding shows, so the prize | 
winners of the past two seasons are | 
exceptions, “Harvey” copped in 45 | 
and last season “State of the Union” | 
won the laurel, so the fact that both 





| 
| 


are still on Broadway established 
something of a record so far the 
Pulitzer citations are concerned. 


There was a hunch that “The Ice- 
man Cometh” might win, its author 
(Eugene O'Neill), having been cited 
three times previously. “Iceman” be- 
longs with the season’s product and 
is currently on tour. 

Although the drama was passed 
up, Brooks Atkinson Tunes critic 
was awarded aeprize for his stories 
to that paper from Moscow. 


Indols. Setting Six-Week 
Operetta, Concert Sked 
With Gilbert Directing 


Indianapolis, May 6. 

J. Charles Gilbert was named gen- 
eral manager of summer opera- 
concert program here by executive 
committee of Indianapolis centen- 
nisl commission this week. Gilbert 
will start work on commuter basis 
from Chicago, where he is present- 
ing “Lute Song,” taking over here 
on full time basis June 1. 


Cilbert announced season will 
open July 11 with week’s presenta- 
tion of “New Moon” and close week 
of Aug. 17 with “Naughty Marietta.” 
Disclosed that Sigmund Romberg 
has definitely accepted bid to con- 
duct opening night of “New Moon.” 








‘Common Glory,’ Pageant 


Oa Early Virginia, To | 


Equity Indie Slate to Be 
Listed on Official Sheet 


Group within Equity sponsoring 
the opposition or independent ticket 
for council candidates has asked for 
and received permission to use the 
association’s addressograph for cam- 
paign purposes. The eight indie 
candidates will be listed on the same 


the 10 regularly named. 





Preem at Williamsburg 
Raleigh, May 6. 
Directors of the Jamestown Corp. | 


|have announced that the premiere 


date for the early Virginia drama, 
“The Common Glory,” by Paul 


| Green, of Chapel Hill, N. C., has 
| been set for July 18. Green authored 


“The Lost Colony,” put on at Man- 
teu, N. C. annually. 


“The Common Glory” was written 
by Green especially for the James- 
town Corp., and Green will have 
general supervision over the drama 
when it is presented. He will be 
aided by technical experts for vari- 
ous phases of the enterprise. 


Theme of the symphonic drama is | 
j the emergence of a new democracy 


from the nation’s beginnings at 
Jamestown. It will be staged at a big 
open-air amphitheatre now nearing 
completion on the banks of Lake 
Matoaka on the Jamestown Road 
near Williamsburg. 

Thomas Jefferson will be a central 

figure in the drama, the title of 
which came from a phrase in the 
writings of Jefferson. Its scope not 
only will include the early begin- 
nings at Jamestown, but alsoy many 
important events in the winning of 
national independence and the 
founding of a democratic way of life. 
Leading roles will be taken by pro- 
fessional actors, with the cast aug- 
mented by Virginia players chosen 
from among university, college and 
theatrical groups. 
Green will lead a conference on 
the casting for the drama this week 
at Hotel Jefferson, He will discuss 
the project with little theatre and 
other theatrical group leaders. Simi- 
lar conferences ‘will be held in other 
areas before rehearsals begin. 











Managers Question 


Continued from page 65 











segregation stand in an Atlanta 
daily. One result was a vituperative 
letter signed by the “Three K Club” 
(Ku Klux Klan). The Kluxers 
dared him to come south of ethe 
Mason and Dixon line, threatening 
the use of “the rope and the gun.” 





Pixers Eye National 
Washington, May 6. 
National Theatre’s row with 





Gilbert told commission he was 
“very hopeful” of presenting week 
of grand opera in middle of season, 
although it must be financed inde- 
pendently, since no provision for it 
was made ih ¢efitennial budget. 


Fabian Sevitzky, conductor of In- 
dianapolis Symphony orchestra, and 
Gilbert are now lining up guest 
artists and conductors for three or 
four weeks of pop concerts to ‘be 
sandwiched between stage produc- 
tions, number depending on whether 
grand apera goes through. Pian 
would use Chicago Civic Opera 
chorus, Chicago and Met principals. 





Wing Group Doing Drama 
For Greater N. Y. Fund 


“Two Cents Worth,” a short drama 
by Reginald Lawrence, will be 
played before various groups within 
the metropolitan N. Y. area this 
month during the campaign in sup- 
port of the Greater New York Fund. 
Sketch was originally shown at the 
Fund’s dinner at the start of the 
‘present drive, under the auspices of 
the American Theatre Wing. Pro- 
fessional actors are used, under the 
supervision of Eugenie Chapel, of 


the Wing’s comniunity plays di- 
vision. 
Direction is by Arthur Hopkins 


and Cecil Clovelly. Author, whose 
playlet indicates how tragedy may 
suddenly affect any family, teaches 
playwrighting at Fordham Univ. 
Broadway and Hollywood names are 
participants in the Fund’s campaign 
activities, including recorded radio 
shows and pictures. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Love for Love”’—John C. Wilson 
and Theatre Guild. 

“Portrait in Black”—David Lowe 
and Edgar Luckenbach, Jr. 

“Open House”—Rex Carlton. 


> Sd \« 
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Equity over its policy of “white 
only” is being watched with con- 
siderable interest here by the large 
film companies. 

There isn’t a major distributor 
who would not grab it for a show- 
case in a minute if the theatre could 
be had. Over the years there have 
been several tentative feelers put 
out by film companies but all have 
been nixed, since the National was 
the last legit house here after the 
old Belasco shuttered, later to be- 
come the town’s wartime Stage 
Door Canteen. 

_Fact is that new celluloid product 
is backed up here in a furious snarl 
for lack of first-run playing time. 
Warner Bros. tried to ease this re- 
cently by changing its midtity Met- 
ropolitan from a moveover to a first- 
run house. Nevertheless, the screen 
time situation continues tight and 
RKO, for one, would leap at the 
opportunity to take over the Na- 
tional in the event its owners refuse 
to go along with Equity. 

RKO has been forced to sell its 
own product away from its one 
showcase, Keith's, and has been 
anxious for a second first-run grind 
theatre. During the war, the RKO 
outfit shopped assiduously for a site 
\for a new theatre. While the Na- 
tional is an oldie, it has approxi- 
mately 1,600 seats and would take 
considerable pressure off for the pix 
which arg seeking to get before the 
public here. Possibly even the an- 
tique Belasco, now dark and with 
its seats ripped out, would be gob- 
bled up if it were offered on the 
market for a film house. 

If the National should turn over 
to pictures, Washington would be 
left in the live field with nothing 
but burlesque, vaudfilm at the Capi- 
tol, plus the concerts at the D.A.R. 
Constituticn Hall. 





John F. Baird will direct play- 
wrighting festival at Catholic Univ., 
Washington, this summer. He’s join- 





ing school’s speech and drama dept. 


placed on the group’s ballot for 
some reason. 


| Only indie ticket in recent years 


held but one candidate, that of Tal- 





ballot as that holding the names of | 
Two of | 
the latter were endorsed but not iB 


| installed by the Bell Telephone Co. 


lulah Bankhead, whose name was On | 


a separate slip because the nomina- 
tion petition was filed late and was 
unexpected. At the time 


some ac- | 


tors were exorcised over aid #o Fin- | 


land when at war with Russia. 
was not elected. 





Two-Cast System 
Set as Variation 


On Strawhat Sked 


A variation of summer resort legit 
presentations has been carded by 
George W. Humphrey, who will 
make his bow im a managerial 
capacity. He is readying two casts 
which will open simultaneously in 
Stamford, Conn. and Lake George, 
each stand to be played a week, then 
changing houses, each cast being 
played two weeks. 


When the first two shows open, 
a third and fourth will be in re- 
hearsal, it being expected to play 
eight weeks in all between the two 
spots. It’s a variation of summer 
stock but the project will be under 
production conditions, which call for 
a higher minimum salary. However 
the same casts will not necessarily 
be used through the.season. First 
plays will be "Claudia” and “Your 
Uncle Dudley.” 


Humphrey has been an assistant 
stage manager of the Music Hall, 
N. Y., and during the war wrote and 
staged skits for the Marine Corps. 
Humphrey signed Jay Jostyn, of 
the radio show “Mr. District Attor- 
ney,” for a lead in “Dudley,” con- 
tract being signed at NBC, where 
teh new showman was a page boy 
10 years ago. Johnson, who has a 
dramatic assignment on the radio 
program, will do comedy in the 
stage show. 





Elitch’s 57th Season 
Denver, May 7. 

Elitch theatre, oldest of the sum- 
mer stocks in the world, opens its 
57th ‘year June 22 with “Made in 
»Heaven.” George Somnes will be 
back for his 11th year as director. 
Helen Bonfils (Mrs. Somnes) will 
again be in the company. 

Patricia Neal and Peter Cookson 
will carry the leads. Others in the 
cast are Katherine Alexander, Ellen 
Cobb Hill, Barbara Ann Brady, 
Grant Gordon, Harry Mehaffey, 
Craig Kelly and Norman Budd. 





“Menagerie” in Jersey 
Clinton, N. J., May 6. 

“The Glass Menagerie,” with Mar- 
garet Wycherly, Alexander Kirkland 
and Edward Andrews, will open 
Music Hall theatre season here June 
2. Alec Segal will direct. 

Eddie Rich, as producer, has set 
a 15-week season for his playhouse. 





Port Players Returning 
Milwaukee, May 6. 
The Port Players, outstanding mid- 
west summer troupe, will return to 
this area for eighth straight season, 
starting June 18. They will be op- 
erating six nights a week, Wednes- 
day through Sunday, in Oconomowoc 
High School’s auditorium, 25 miles 
west of Milwaukee. 
_ Parker Mills of New York con- 
tinues as director, and veterans 
Wendell Whitten, Robert Merriman 
and Jerry Hull will return. The 11 
weeks’ schedule will include “Joan 
of Lorraine,” “Dear Ruth,” “Dream 
Girl,” “Barretts of Wimpole Street” 
and probably “State of the Union.” 





New Jersey Shore Legit 
Trio of New York legit actors, 
Jack Tate, William Hunt and a 
femme, Sonny Adams, are turning 
producers this summer in taking 
over municipal pier in Wildwood 
Crest, N. J., for a strawhat theatre. 
They've set it up as an A Equity 
company, with six permanent 

(Continued on page 67) 
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Inside Stuff—Legit 


Out of town patronage for theatre tickets is being built up at Mackey’ 
agency with the help of a teletype receiving and sending set. Last i! 
arrangements were made with an association whose members poole 
in taking telephone messages for professional people and others in vari aa 
cities, whereby ticket service will be made available. Each message ome 
will install a teletype and when their subscribers request tickets me 
agency will be contacted and reservations made for a flat fee probable 
between $1 and $2. . y 
System is more efficient than long distance telephone and co 


P : - St 
ookkeeping is not required, the teletype message serving as an pae.. 
payable by the patron when picking up the tickets. Broker now has 


around a score of ticket-selling contacts using the system and th 


en 
is likely to be doubled through the message offices. ee 


Sets are owned and 





During eight weeks in the south and southwest, which portion of the 
tour ended at Omaha April 26, the “national” company of “Oklahoma!” 
grossed $503,403. There were 66 performances, mostly presented in audi 
toriums, for an average of $7,627 per showing. In four of the stands three 
matinees were given, there being 10 performances at Tulsa where takings 
of $76,730 topped the territory. Average weekly gross for the eight we 
was $62,925. 

Lowest gross was $46,284, at Ft. Worth, in eight times. Southern book- 
ings started at New Orleans where the count was $52,474, the other stands 
being: Houston, $54,674; San Antonio, $48,228; Dallas, $61,276; Kansas City 
$56,812; Omaha, $56,923. : 

Including the Lendon company there are now three “Oklahomas!” 
Original show on Broadway is aimed through another summer, while 
the touring troupe is in the east, currently showing at Buffalo. 


eks 





, 


Management of “A Young Man’s Fancy,” which arrived on Broadway 
last week, offers to refund the price of the ticket and tax to any patron 
at the first intermission, should he not care to remain for the balance of 
the play. It isn’t the first time, although Henry Adrian, “Fancy’s” pre- 
senter, says so. William Saroyan was more liberal when his “The Beauti- 
ful People” played the Lyceum six years ago and offered refunds at the 
end of the show. At the time those who asked for their money back were 
mostly holders of seat stubs for the gallery. “People” flopped. “Fancy” 
drew an adverse press, but notices indicated the performance offers laugh- 
ter. Adrian produced a strung-out failure called “Liberty Belles,” also 
“The Girl From Nantucket,” a musical of the same caliber. 





There appears to be some mystery about the withdrawal in London of 
Helena Bliss, American soprano who was appearing in “Romany Love” 
there. Reports from London stated that Miss Bliss was ordered to rest by 
a physician because of an anemic condition, possibly caused by food con- 
ditions. Miss Bliss scored in “Song of Norway” and last summer ap- 
peared in “The Fortune Teller” which also originated on the Coast, oper 
etta being a combination of two or more Victor Herbert musicals. 

When show was brought to Broadway it was called “Gypsy Lady”; 
when it went overseas, title was changed to “Romany Love.” Miss Bliss 
is due back Friday (9) on the Queen Elizabeth and is slated for the Coast 


in a new Edwin Lester musical due this summer, Lester also produced 
“Norway.” 





Maurice Evans, closing his “Hamlet” tour, apparently yens doing comedy. 
In a note to Frank Scully, Variety columnist, who had sent him a script 
Evans stated “I've gotten myself into quite a fix by being tagged a Shakes- 
pearean actor. I seem to have acquired a solemnity in the eyes of the 
public which must, I feel, be broken down by very gentle stages. Some 
years from now I might very well be able to do a play which borders on 
farce, but I really think it would be imprudent at this particular time.” 

Evans grossed well during his southern tour, as evidenced by the fact 
that he chalked up $8,032 in three performances in Memphis ‘at a time 


when Memphians deserted the city for racing at Louisville and other 
pastimes. 





Granting of a divorce last week to the former wife of James Colligan, 
general manager of Mike Todd, revealed an unfortunate break for the 
showman. Over two years ago he had secured a Mexican divorce and wed 
Else Martin, then in Billy Rose’s “Diamond Horseshoe” revue, Colligan 
at the time being auditor for Rose. First wife raided the Colligan apart- 
ment last July 4 for “evidence” on the ground that the Mexican decree 
was illegal. Colligan stated he had made an alimony settlement last 
February with Dorothy Walker, his former mate, and that the raid was 


because of a “misunderstanding.” He is th i 
the former Miss Martin. 8g e father of a young child with 





Howard Reinheimer, attorney for Rodgers & Hammerstein, who pre- 
ceded Lawrence Langner and Armina Marshall (Mrs. Langner) by plane 
back to America—they arrive in New York this weekend on the Queen 
Elizabeth—has some sidelights on the click of “Oklahoma!” in London. 
One is the he-man chorus, in itself a novelty in London musicals. Sur- 
prising to the Americans was the manner in which the colloquial gags 
and Oklahoma atmosphere was readily absorbed by the British. The press 
tipped that off by stating they had expected a ballady show. 





Appointed as coordinator of publicity in the American Federation of 
Labor's campaign against labor-curb bills in Congress, Phyllis Perlman 
will receive the minimum wage of the Assn. of Theatrical Agents ar 
Managers, $165 weekly. Nat Dorfman and Zac Freedman are on the 
——e of the amusement unions committee in an advisory capacity, 
ut Miss Perlman’s appointment is the only one from show business known 
to be under salary in the campaign budgeted to cost $1,250,000. 





Mathilda (Goldie) Stanton, general manager for Michael Myerberg, 
whose Mansfield has been tenanted by “Years Ago” this season, con been 
elected a member of the Assn. of Theatre Agents and Managers. She had 
sought membership for the past five years. Miss Stanton was formerly 
secretary for the late Florenz Ziegfeld and while with that showman 


married the late George St Y. 
Central R. R. ge Stanton, eastern passenger agent for the N. 





it San Carlo Opera Co.’s spring engagement at the Center, Radio City, is 
S$ most successful annual appearance there, despite some, opposition from 
yey opera at the City Center, and additional showings the latter half 
of this week will be given. Engagement will terminate Sunday (11) after 


which rehearsals for “Icetime of 1948” wil i rue being due 
to open Memorial Day (30). ill start, skating revue “ 


General registration goes on 

next week (12-16) for war vets of the 
mara “ae world in the American Theatre Wing show biz school. 
ety a educational institution is going into its fifth term, rounding out 
its first year. Registrations will take place Monday, Tuesday and Wednes- 


day from 10 am. to 4 
_ p-m, and Thursd ‘om 1 pm. 
to 7 p.m. New term opens May 26. ie ral renneliaata 








Louis Bergen says he is i i 
going to retire from the Theatre Tavern, ® 
West 46th street, N. Y., retreat for legit actors, selling his interest to Patsy 
ad enza, ormer chief of the joint who has been a partner for some years. 
gen explained that he’s 71 and wants to retire. After saying that, ne 


took off his coat, then toted a barrel ; 
i ; f b ds are now 
betting whether he'll really quit or out eer to the bar, Friends 





Indicated managerial mis 
the Ferenc Molnar drama 
cently, probably 
vested. Some of 
the three perfor 
they rehearsed 


takes in producing “Miracle of the Mountain,” 
_that played only two days on Broadway te 
resulted in the red exceeding the $60,000 listed as I 
the large cast got two weeks’ plus three-eighths pay for 
mances played, while others got four weeks’ salary 98 


more than the time stipulated in the rules, 
> 
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(hi B.0. Slumps With Adverse Breaks; 
Born’ 20G, ‘Cyrano 176, ‘Ready’ 22G 


Chicago, May 





+ 
Hoped-for legit attendance from 

convention trade failed to material- | ‘NORWAY’ SMASH 54G 

ize. In addition, bad weather, tele- | 

shone and suburban bus strike, all 


Dashed theatre attendance. All shows | SETS NEW LA. RECORD 


dropped seriously with “Born Yes- 
terday”’ only stager escaping the _ Los Angeles, May 6. 
Record-breaking biz was chalked 


casualty list. 


Estimates fer This Week ip by “Song of Norway” last we 

“Born Yesterday,” Erlange) (10th ae spite heat-wave that kept crowds 
week ) (1,334; $3 60). Top take in away from downtown legit house 
iown, with a fine $20,000 Colossal $54.200 was registered for 


“Cyraae de Bergerae,” Shubert the week, topping everything i 
(ist week) (2,100; $3.60). All the Philharmonic Aud history and 


critics went for this one, but biz was breaking. previous week's high of 
not up to raves with just $17,000 992.400 Sn Sot) BOMCCOMInG of “Nor- | 

“Harvey,” Harris (39th wk). (1,000;| “2 : : Pin at lay (10) itn pros- | 
$4.20). Off agaim this week to $16,- Pects Mat this week may set another | 
200. which is still profitable. Joe "S¥, ."'8). #stimates are that this 


E. Brown leaves cast for summer at wai . oe Wie ier On SVeR See 
ads a amie High gross in town went to “Ice- 

Ape Seng,” Studebaker (15th capades” at the Pan-Pacific Aud 
waste) (1.246: $4.20) “Song” closes —— aa $105,766 for first full 
' nay igh eee elgg - ., week. Gross is running ahead of last 
a then tours east. Dipped year's stand, despite one less mati- 
0 7,500. be nee. Iceshow registered $45,600 for 

“The Fatal Pay mary ae opening three days in previous 
(4th week) (1.000; $3.60). Fit st week. Show stands to wind season | 
week of non-subscription hit this | approximately $250,000 ahead of last 
one with drop to $16,700. Suburban | year’s final tally. 


bus strike didn’t help this woman's Rest of houses reported fluctuating 
play either. business with Ken Murray's “Black- 

“Three to Make Ready,” Black-. outs of 1947” at El Capitan taking its 
stone (12 week) (1,358; $5.40). Ray! first dip since January. Murray's 
Bolger and company leave this | weeklong absence due to high fever 
week. but last take  profitable;| chopped $900 off usual take and 
around $22,000. show slid through 254th frame with 
$16.100. 


BALLET THEATRE OK 236 ice" at’ Bittmore wae “good. tor 
5,000 < ew stow 
IN IST N.Y. WK. AT $2.40 rcitent in $22.000. ""Aceideniaity 


Sled: Cindi endiihiadl. phe diets Yours” bowed in last night (5) to 
N ‘Y appearance al a $2 40 top good notices and healthy advance 
grossed $23,000 last week (28-3) in| Sale for three-week stay before hit- 
its first stanza at the 2,000-seat City | "78 the road east. 

Center. Troupe sold out four per- “Anna Lucasta” at Belasco regis- 
formances completely. Advance is tered a $1,000 drop, netting medium | 
also reported good for balance of run, $13,000 for the week. House is cut- | 
which ends May 18, with increased ting prices this week, in line with 
grosses expected this and next week. President Truman's request, with 

Company reports making a profit top cut from $3.60 to $2 plus tax. 
on the $23,000 take. House charges Balcony now is scaled at $2, $1.50 
10% rental on gross, as against usual | #4" $1. 

Broadway rentals of 25% to 35°. 
Troupe danced at the Broadway the- 
atre last fail, at a $4.80 — me 
in 18,000 weekly, and losing heav- i ‘ “ 
ily The $2.40 top at the Center is| (Period Covering May 5-17) 
helieved answer to company’s prob- “Accidentally Yours” — Biltmore, 
lem, troupe already being inked for a L. A. (5-17). 

return there nex’ fall for five weeks, 
in Nov.-Dec. 


Current Road Shows 


(5-17). 
|} “Anna Lucasta”—Belasco, L. A. 
| (12-17). 
| 
| 


‘Okla.’, OK 326, Indpls. | Geary, Frisco (5-17). 


Indianapolis, May 6. | “Biackouts of 1947”—El Capitan, 
National company of “Oklahoma®’ | Hollywood (5-17). 
rossed terrific $32,000 in eight per-| Biackstone—Civic, Santa Cruz (5): 
ormances at $4.20 top at English) aud. Oakland (6-7); Aud., Sacra- 
April 28-May 3, topping $27,000 for | mento, (8-10); Temple, Tacoma (12- 
“Bloomer Girl” previous week, and | 47) 
equaling capacity figure for “Up in| «pigemer Girl’ — American, St. 
Central Park” earlier in season. Sec-| | ois (5-17). , 
ond time here for “Oklahoma!”. “Blossom Time’—Plavhouse, Wil 
Advance fair for “Iceman Com- | (56, “ies ; 
eth,’ (5-7), which looks like end of | : 
season here. 


(5-17). 
_ “Call Me Mister”—Cass, Det. (5- 
‘Barretts’ 26'4G, Seattle 10): Blackstone, Chi. (13-17). 
Seattle, May 6. “Cyrano de Bergerac” -— Shubert, 
Katharine Cornell and Brian, Chi. (5-17). ; 
Aherne with good support through-| “Harvey”—Harris, Chi. (5-17). 
out did record biz in the “Barretts | o — —Shubert - Lafayette, Det. 
of Wimpole Street,” at the Metro-| ‘“77‘’- Z : 
litan, closing last Saturday (3).| “Louisiana -Lady”—Shubert,  N. 
ouse was scaled from $3.75, and | Haven, (9-10); Shubert, Philly (12- 
play packed ‘em. | 
Gross for the six day engage-| "ere for Wash. 
pees. RR RENNIN TERSSS. “Lute Song” — Studebaker, Chi 
(5-10); Cass, Det. (12-17). 


“Magnificent Yankee” — Mayfair. 
Portland (6-7); Temple, Tacoma (8): 
Metropolitan, Seattle (9); Capitol, 
Yakima (15): Fox, Spokane (16). 

Maurice Chevalier—Wilbur, Bost. 





Love”—Nat'l, 











Strawhats 


Continued from page 66 
Equity members for their cast and a! (19 47) 


flock of apprentices. | Met Opera Co.—Opera Hse., San 
Spot, seating 300, preems June 30) Antonio (5); Opera Hse., Houston 

with “There’s Always Juliet.” Rights | (6-7); Opera Hse., New Orleans (8- 

also have been obtained for “Joan | 10). 

of Lorraine” later in the season. No | PP nan gy Haig ee fd aa 

name players will be used. House | *%7; MOyal Alex... it aa 

has been intermittently run as a Pygmalion”—Royal Alex. To 


; : ronto (5-10). 
Strawhatter in previous years bY; “Song. of Norway”—Aud. L. A. 
C. Upham, who operates Cape | (12-17). 
May, N. J., Playhouse, during sum-| “State of the Union”—Forrest. 
mers. | Philly (5-17). 
“State of the Union’—Colonial., 
Bost. (5-17). 








Olney’s Second Step 
Washington, May 7. 
Olney theatre, at nearby Olney, 
Md., will open its second season| ace, S. Bend (8): Keith's, Gr. Rap- 


May 30, for 15 weeks of stock with| ids (9-10): State, Kalamazoo (12); | 


Equity act in is di- | Bijou, Battle Creek (13): Michigan. 
rector. a | Jackson (14); Palace, Flint (15); 
ga are Reginald ee town (19), 

: ylor (radio announcers a “The Fatal 
Washington's WTOP) and Evelyn| Chi, (5-17). 
Freyman, radio actress. “The Glass 

Hse, Newark (5-10) ; 

N. H.’s Six Barnyards “The Iceman Cometh” — Stude- 

' rt, Chi -17). 

Portsmouth, N. H., May 6. | b@ker. Chi, (12-1 

Six Strawhats are scheduled to | The Red Mill” — Shubert, Bost. 


‘ | (5-17). 
©pen in New Hampshire this sum-| “The Two Mrs. Carrolls’—Hanna, 


mer. They include: | Cleve. (12-17) 
Barnstormers, Tamworth; Forty-| “Three to Make Ready”—Black- 
— Chase Barn theatre, White- | stone, Chi. (5-10); Ford's Balto. (12- 
eid: Keene Summer Theatre, | !7). by ae 
K : ; |. | i Central Park’’—Hanna. 
ies ae emcee Daghe— i — Cheuk (5-10): Court Sq.. Springfield 
“eon Peterborough Players.| (19.14): Aud, Worcester (15): Vic- 
ae Farm theatre, Peterborough, tory. Prov. (16-17). 
i the Windham Playhouse, Wind- | 


Weakness”—Selwyn, 





“Veice of the Turtle”’—Nixon 


m. | Pitt. (5-17). 


“Anna Luceasta’—Plymouth, Bost. | 


“Barretts of Wimpole Street”— 


“Born Yesterday”—Erlanger, Chi. | 


“Student Prince” — _ Orpheum, | 
Galesburg (5): Radio, Des Moines 
(6): Paramount. Waterloo (7); Pal- | 


| Colonial, Arkon (16); Park, Youngs- | 


Menagerie”’—Opera 


‘Carrols Mild 106, D.C. 5 Bway Shows (3 Musicals) Still SRO; 
‘Sons’ Jumps Again to 226, ‘Annie’ 456; 
-Fabulous‘Joan’ Click Earnest’ Ending 


Elisabeth Bergner in “Two Mrs. 
Carrolls” was given mild reception, 
despite popularity of show in its 
initial stanza here about two years 
ago. Take of $10,000, with a $3 top, 
including tax, was about half ca- 
pacity for week. 

Advance sale on John Gielgud’s 


|“Love for Love,” which bows in 


next Tuesday (13) for a two-week 
stint, under Theatre QGuild-ATS 
sponsorship, indicates interest in re- 
vival. “Lute Song” arrives Mav 26 
to close the Theatre Guild season 
here, and will stay a third week or 
non-Guild basis. 


Mill 56. Hub: 


At the start of May there are five 
attractions out of 29 selling out, 
three being musicals. 


other shows holding to profitable 
yusiness but the list will be shaken 
down week to week. This is the final 
session for the fabulous “Joa of 
Lorraine.” also “The Importance of 
Being Earnest,” another excellent 
grosser. This too is the final week fo: 
i“Chocolate Soldie | ing 
| Tonight ‘ Local tel phone situatior 


with strike virtually over hould 
favor agency business 
ul aper | Three new snows opel ed last 


‘Anna’ $14,000 


Boston, May 6. 
Ruth Draper, solo, was nice draw 
at the Wilbur last week as only 


opener in town Oiher spots were 
solid to continue much higher take 
for legit on a pro-rata basis than t 
film houses, which are |] 


i guishing 
around here Maurice Chevaliet 
opened at Wilbur last night (5) on 
solo basis with nice advance, and 
“State of Union” returned to Co- 
lonial for another and _ probably 
equally profitable stand. 

Pops concerts of the Boston Sym- 
phony Orchestra, Arthur 
conducting. also off for two-month 
session last week, were collecting 
plenty of coin otherwise skedded for 


| pix and legit. Seven concerts a week 


in 2,900-seat spot and sold out be- 
fore opener at $1.80 top. Nothing 
much ahead at the moment but 
“Carousel,” May 27. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Anna Lueasta,” Plymouth (1,200: 
$3.60) Fourth week with normal 
fall-off to estimated $14.000, very big 
indeed, Can do two or three more 
| “Everything’s on Ice,” Center 
| (1,500: $3). Intended to pull out 
| brought another week's h.o. before 
| opener in Detroit. Estimated $7,000 
again. 

“Red Mill,” Shubert (1.590: $4.20) 
Seventh week still profitable. but 
eased to estimated $25.000. 

Ruth Draper, Wilbur (1,200: $3). 
Solo session found plenty of takers 
with good estimated $7,100. 


_ BLACKSTONE POOR 7; 


San Francisco, May 6. 
“Rosalinda,” starring Irene Man- 


‘ning, Wilbur Evans and Rosemarie | 


| Brancato, which opened the Civic 


| all erities. 

Blackstone chalked up a third 
week pallid gross of $7.500 at the 
1,550-seat Geary with a $2.40 top. 


‘Laura’ 1246, Torento 


Toronto, May 6. 

While it’s been doing good busi- 
ness elsewhere and got excellent 
press notices here, “Laura” did a 
disappointing $12,500 at the Royal 
Alexandra, with 1,525-seater scaled 
at $3 top. For one thing, “Laura” 
| followed on the heels of “The Two 
| Mrs. Carrolls.” another mystery- 
thriller: and, in Toronto, the picture 
mob which had seen the film version 
of “Laura” didn’t start seeing the 
play till the latter part of the week. 
| Nor was there the autograph-hunt- 
| ing of- John Loder experienced in 
other cities. 

Note should also be made of the 
two-weeks’ 








Royal Alexandra week of May 





of mail orders which totaled close 
to $100.000 and now has an extra 
staff of four at the Royal Alexandra 
sending back some $40,°90 worth of 
| orders Toronto engagement of 
“Oklahoma!” for the two weeks is 
now entirely sold out on maii orders 


Fiedler | 


| last Sat. (3) but encouraging signs | 


Light Opera season a week ago (28) | 
at the 1,776-seat Curran, hit a first | 
week g.css of $32,000, exceptional. | , 
Erich Wolfgang Korngold as musical | 
| director, plus cast, costuming and | 


Ss >. ~ e atio . i ' . _ > 
| score, rated recommendations from | “Heads or Tails,” Cort (C-1.064:: 


engagement here of | 


“Oklahoma!”. which comes into the | next season: $20,000. 


ad “ 7 ~ 
'and, after the first announcement. | Oklahoma’, St. 


brought in an unprecedented rush | 


alone, with house scaled at $4.20 top. | 


Gertrude Lawrence. back for a 
repeat engagement of “Pygmalion 


week of May 5. also had a $9.000} 


advance sale. with Roya! Alexandra 
scaled at $3.60 top. 


‘RUTH’ 6G IN 4, N. H. 
New Haven, May 6. 
“Dear Ruth.” which opened orig'- 
nal company here a couple of sea- 
sons ago, folded the tour of road 
troupe at Shubert last Saturday. 
Show was in for four performances 
(1-3), which pulled a fair enough 
$6.000 at $3 (tax incl.) top. 
Legit swansong is current this 
week with preem of “Louisiana | 
Lady” (8-10). Indef run ‘minimum 
four weeks) of film “Best Years of 
Our Lives” starts roadshow stand 
i May 11 at Shubert. 


week, with “The Medium” and “The 
Telephone,” a brace of miniature 
operas, partially okayed by critics 
“A Young Man’s Fancy” drew poo! 
notices, but “Heads or Tails” was 
smacked down, one reviewer saying 
it’s the “world’s worst play.” 
Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD ‘Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta) 


“All My Sons,” Coronet (14th 
week) (D-1,095: $4.80). Around $22.,- 
000: as high as at start Cited by 


N. Y. Drama Circle, which accounts 
for increase of $7,000 in two weeks 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 
(5lst week) (M-1,427: $6 There 
hasn't been a week that standout 
musical ‘ 
capacity, and that still goes: $45,000 
plus. 

“Barefeot Boy With Check,” Beck 
(5th week) (M-1,214: $6). Not sell- 
ing out but grosses are big: several 
musicals due off by end of month 
should boost this one’s summer at- 
tendance; $29,000 last week 

“Born Yesterday,” Lyceum (66th 
week) (C-993: $4.80). Only at mid- 
week matinee is there space and 
then not much, so statement con- 
tinues close to $21,006, capacity fig- 
ure. 

“Brigadoon,” Ziegfeld (8th week) 
(M-1,626; $4.80). Standees not per- 
mitted in this house but musical 
standout getting all it will hold 
otherwise: $43,500. 

“Call Me Mister,” National (55th 
week) (R-1,104;, $6). Only revue in 
town is still prospering with gross 
sometimes variable: 
week. 

“Carousel,” Majestic (107th week) 
| (M-1,667: $4.80). Another two weeks 
with May 24 announced as finale, 
then to road; reduction in prices did 


hasn't had standees over 


ROSALINDA’ 32G, FRISCO; "vimitirsaimvow, s6in siree 


4 (17th week) (M-1,319:; $6). Has been 

SRO since debut: has started paying 
off backers who should cut up melons 
before long; $42,000. 

“Happy Birthday,” Broadhurst 
(27th week) (CD-1,160: $4.80). Star 
| (Helen Hayes) has announced inten- 
ition of playing through summer; 
$25.500. 

“Harvey,” 48th St. (13lst week) 
C-920; $4.20). Business varies some- 
what according to weather and con- 
ditions but always profitable; $15,000. 


$4.20). Opened Friday (2) and given 
| very low rating. That any of the 
| claimed 3,000 who bought tickets in 
advance with lure of sharing profits 
will collect, not a chance: cet $12.- 
| 000 in five times (two previews) be- 
| cause of prior sales. 

| “Joan of Lorraine,” Alvin (D-1,331; 
| $4.80). Final and 25th week: set a 





total gross record for straight plays | 


in same length of time; $32.700 last 
week and sure of same figure cur- 
rently. 

“John Leves Mary,” Music Box 
| (13th week) (C-979; $4.80). Holding 
to excellent takings and looks ‘like | 
cinch well into fall period; $21.500. 

“Life With Father,” Bijou (390th | 
week) (C-613; $3.60). Went off sorme- 
what with takings approximating 
$7,500. When moving to Alvin next 
month. scale will be halved. 

“OQ Mistress Mine,” Empire (52d 
| week) (CD-1,082; $4.80). Three more 
|}weeks for Lunts’ biggest money- 
maker, which will tour with them 


| 





James (212th 
week) (M-1,505: $4.80). Road com- 
pany getting enormous grosses and 
musical run leader still making 
money: $21,000. 

“State of the Union,” Hudson (77th 
week ) (CD-1,057: $4.80) Aimed 
through summer with casts of road 
companies stepping in to give orig- 
inals a month's vacation; eased off to 
$20,000. 

“Street Seene,” Adelphi (17th 
week) (M-1,434: $4.80). Top reduced 
from $6; second musical to try low- 


= ticket prices: $17.000. 


“Tenting Tenight.” Booth (C-712: | 
$4.80). Final and sixth week although 
another house claimed sought: $5.- 
500 with cut rates. “Portrait in 
Black” next Wednesday (14). 

“The Medium” and “The Tele- 
phone,” Barrymore (lst week) (M- 
1,064: $4.20). Short operas described 
as musical plays; music critics liked 
show: drama boys in doubt; $5.500 
in first four times. 


“The Voice of the Turtle,” Moros- 


|co (160th week) (C-939: $3.60). With 


two-for-one tickets, scale is virtually 
cut in half; selling out under that 


There are 


$27,500 Jest} 


| arrangement with gross around 
$13,000 


“The Whole Woerld Over.” Bilt- 


more (6th week) (C-920 $4.20). 
Laugh show that has not materially 
improved over starting pace up 
somewhat with over $10,000 quoted 

“Years Ago,” Mansfield (22d week) 
(C-1,001; $4.80). One of the better 

avs that probably wont go through 

er oad D172 put ease ( off, 

$15.000 

“Yeung Man’s Fancy.” Plymouth 
(lst eek ) C-1.075: $3.60) Drew 
poor notices; chances of juvenile and 
adult cast comedy not so good: $5.000 
in first seven times 

REVIVALS 


“Alice in Wenderland,.” Inierna- 
tional (4th week) (CD-1.172: $4.80). 
Slated to move to Majestic when 
“Carousel” finales: very good so far 
but not Capacity; $21.500 

“The Impertance of Being Earnest,” 


Royale (C-1,025 $4.80 ) Final and 
10th week; import has made limited, 
profitable appearance; English group 
follows soon in “Lo : Love” 


$22.C00 

“The Checolate Soldier.” 
(8th week) (M-1,672; $4.80). Figur- 
ing on moving to Times Square at 
end of month: only fairly good busi- 
ness; $15,500 

“Burlesque,” Belasco (19th week) 
(C-1,077; $4.80). Summer chances de- 
pend on how many survivors there 
are: making some money right along: 
$16.000 estimated last week. 

“Sweethearts,” Shubert (15th week) 
(M-1.382: $4.80) Another musical 
that should benefit when others drop 
off list; daing all right: $28.000. 


Chevalier 156, 
‘Union’ 186, In 


i 
| 


__ Philadelohia 


Century 


Philadelphia. May 6. 

There were only two Philly legit 
houses open last week and both were 
only fair. Easing off a trifle, “State 
of the Union,” in its fourth week at 
the Forrest, hit around $18,000. Lind- 
say-Crouse comedy has two weeks to 
go and can't prolong iis run further 
us “Three to Make Ready” is now 
officially set for the Forrest May 19. 
The revue, a return here, is skedded 
for two weeks, ’ 

Other aciive house last week was 
the Locust, where Maurice Chevalier 
grossed a satisfactory $15,000, not 
quite as much as the management 
hoped. 

Forrest is only house open this 
week, but next week the Shubert re- 
| joins the procession. In fact, there 
are now four bookings figured as 
definite. “Louisiana Lady” opens a 
two weeks’ stay at the Shubeit next 
Tuesday (13). “Three to Make 
Ready” arrives at the Forrest on the 
19th, “Open House,” with Mary Bo- 
land, relights the Lecust on the 26th, 
prebably for a two weeks’ stay, and 
“Oklahoma!” is due at the Forrest on 
June 9 for 10 weeks—or virtually the 
whole summer. 


‘PARK’ PERKS TO $29,000 
IN SECOND PITT WEEK 


Pittsburgh, May 6. 

“Up in Central Park” did a little 
better last week at the Nixon than 
it did on the opening session, get- 
ting almost $29,000 at $4.20 tep to 
give the show better than $57,000 on 
the engagement. Getaway for the 
windup stanza was again slow, and 
it wasn't until the last three per- 
formances or so that musical turned 
on the steam. Figures sound better 
than they look since “Park’s” a 
pretty expensive attractionsto oper- 
ate and there was very little profit 
in that take for the management. 

Nixon currently has “Voice of the 
Turtie.” which played here originally 
in February, back for a fortnight’s 
stay again. “Lute Song.” booked to 
follow, has been cancelled out and 
instead legit spot gets “Laura.” It's 
likely to wind up the loca) season, 


‘Prince’ Poor 10G, St L. 
St. Louis, May 6 

With the local legit season nearing 
a windup activity, the American 
sole legiter, has been bogging dewn 
in recent weeks and “The Student 
Prince,” with a flock of local faves 
in the cast, closed a disappointing 
one week stand Saturday (3). Crix 
plaudits couldn't overcome lethargy 
of the natives. Show was presented 
eight times with the 1.700-seat house 
scaled to $3.66, and the estimated 
gross $10,000. 

“Bloomer Girl” opened a_ two- 
week engagement last night ‘Mon.) 
House is scaled to $4.27 and only a 
fair advance is reported, 
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} Plays Abroad 


Orpheus in Underworld 
Vienna, April 24. 


Vienna State Opera production of revival 
of comic opera in two acts (eight scenes) 
by Jacques Offenbach. Staged by Willi 
} Bouk by Forst and Kurt Nachmann 
Musica! revision by Willi Schmidt-Gentner. 
Beis, Otto Nisdermoser; costumes, W. 
Adlmuller: choreography, Hedy Pfundmayr. 
Asst. director, Georg Marischka. With Max 





Toorenz, Esther Rethy, Hans Moser, Christl 
Maritayn, Paul Kemp, Auguste Punkosdy, 
Al ad Jerger At Volksoper, Vienna, April 
B83. '47 


It took a film director. to sock | 
Vienna and undoubtedly the world 
with what should rightly be the 
first postwar world success to stem 
from this formerly prolific part of | 
the world. “Orpheus,” done by 
Willi Forst, is precisely what the 
public ordered in modernization, 
lightening and general streamlining 
of an oldtime masterpiece which 
seemed to have outlived its appeal. 

Forst seems to have solved the | 
biggest problem of those cashing in 
on the revival of the unforgettable 
musical scores of old times. That's | 
to have something going on the| 
stage. and particularly in dialog and 
lyrics that won’t have the customers 
closing their eyes and preferring to 
remember the immortal tunes with- 
out their ghastly book accomvani- 
ment. He didn’t really revise Offen- 
bach, except in the musical 
where gingerbread and 
dreariness have been ruthlessly 
sleshed away in favor of a re- 
soundingly robust and hauntingly | 
melodious score masterfully con- 
ducted at premiere by Willi Schmidt- 
Gentner, Viennese oldtimer in the 
serni-pop field. 

Most important of all to the boff 
“Orpheus” registered here is the 
wholly new approach Forst took to 
the whole production. He cast it, in 
Viernese terms, as though W. C 


as 


sense, 


lengthy | 


Fields, Sophie Tucker, Lauritz Mel- | 


chior and Lily Pons were in the 
leads. The Zeus role, played here 
by vet comic Hans Moser in his first 


opera-stage appearance, would be a| 


lollipop in Bobby Clark’s hands. It’s 
rich in comedy, with plenty of room 
for free wheeling foolery that doesn’t 
get in the book’s way. 

The first scene. opens cold 
ov-rtureless in a schoolroom where 


a nompous prof is expounding Greek | 


mvthology. He .spots a. red nose 
someone has painted on the classic 
bust of Jupiter on the podium. When 
he calls for the culprit, Offenbach 
comes from the house, declaiming 
it isn’t necessary for mythology to 
be dull and serious. “Now Id tell 
the Orpheus story this way,” says 
the composer, gesturing orchestra 
into the famous overture. 


Orpheus himself is presented as 
a ham singer so impressed wiii tis 
own voice and beauty that he hasn’t 
much time for his beautiful wife 
Eurydice. He’s more interested in 
the Greek bo bysoxers ,who chase 
him around for autographs. Hades, 
god of the underworld, shows up 
on earth as a shepherd and after an 
exchange of snappy gags with Aphro- 
dite plays straight to the love god- 
dess’ rendition of a sharp chanson, 
“Every Woman Has a Weakness.” 
This and at least two other songs 
have hit-parade potentialities despite 
age and previous condition of servi- 
tu“e of the music. 


Whenever ancient creakings of 
what vestiges of the original Orphe- 
us story remain, show signs of get- 
ting in the way, the pompous prof, 
Offenbach and the gods in the cast 
wander through discussing compari- 
sons between what the books say 
should happen and what real people 
would do. Moser’s impersonation of 
Zeus waking up in the morning and 
being henpecked by wife and other 
gods is a masterpiece of comedy. 


Finale in hell, where Orpheus has 
been conned into going to rescue 
Eurydice for publicity’s sake is a 
riot of well controlled color and 
movement on stage. Forst has ad- 
mirably handled big ballet, chorus 
and score or so of principals in a 
fast moving, often stunning climax 
through which the best of Offenbach 
runs in smoothest melodic line. Fin- 
ish, after a brief flash of a busty, 
stripped dame who’s supposed to 
keep Orpheus from leaving hell, is 
a dramatic can-can in stunning cos- 
tumes, bearing. only slight reference 
to the conventional long stockings 
and garters rig. 

Max Lorenz, recently among the 
trio of Austrian opera singers who 
made an ill-fated trip to Chicago 
for the stillborn U. S. Opera Co. 
handled the lead with a Wagnerian 
hamminess, which, consciously or 
not, fitted the faint air of caricature 
Forst injected into the whole pro- 
ceeding. Lorenz is a heroic tenor 
playing Wagnerian leads most of the 
time. His voice was consciously 
lightened to handle the quicker tones 
of the Offenbach songs, but lost 
little in quality. Christ] Mardayn, 
vet musical comedienne, handled 
the Aphrodite with a Sophie Tuck- 
erish assurance of delivery, partic- 
ularly in two strong double-entendre 
numbers. Moser, who holds a com- 
bined W. C. Fields-Charlie Chaplin 
Status in his native Vienna, played 
his Zeus in broadest local dialect 
and knocked them dead. 


A_ straightaway copy of the Forst | 
production, with perhaps slight im- | 


provements in the ballet department, 
plus a smart job of lyric adaptation, 


| as writer and composer respectively, 


and Wendy Toye as director. Re- 
| sult is a topflight musical show. 
This time Cochran brings a new | 


| star, Georges Guetary, from France 
| to 
llawns of England, in country man- 


| broken 
of 


English miss and her Continental 
boy friend. 

The girl is a high-born maid 
| whose parents have a horror of 


{dumb Englishman, Brian Reece, to 


| 


and | and boy go into a clinch. The boy 


‘barons, to the Hundred Years. War, 


would put this “Orpheus” in the 

top money at the Metropolitan or 

anywhere off Broadway. It’s Race 
sra. 


Bless the Bride 
London, April 28. 


Charles B. Cochran production (in asso- 
ciation with Anthony Vivian) of new musi- 
cal show in two parts (10 scenes) by A P. 
Herbert and Vivian Ellis Directed by 
Wendy Toye; costumes and scenery designed 








by Tanya Moiseiwitsch. At Adelphi theatre, 
Londor 

Alice Charity Willow Diana Beall 
Cousin George.. ; Stewart Vartan | 
Archdeacon Gurney ..+..Gwilym Jones | 
Lucy Veracity Willow........Lizbeth Webb | 
Hon. Thomas Trout......... .Brian Reece | 
Pierre Fontaine..........:. George Guetary 
Augustu Willow. .r-cecse eee veeee Were! 
Mary Willow....-scccecess .Mary Clement 
Albert Willow eees+sJames Harcourt | 
Harriet Willow... .ccccasecee Hebe Bliss 
Nanny ees Pere ee Anona Winn | 
Ann Fidelity Sia) ane evden a ei'e. ail aindb.o Joan Elvin | 
Charlotte Patience.......... Pamela Carroll 
Elizabeth Prudence.....Winifred Hammick | 


Frances Fortitude. Mildred Griffiths | 


Millicent Punctuality........Natasha Wills | 
Suzanne Valdis.... ..+ee- betty Paul 
Charles B. Cochran’s first show | 


: . 6 | 
with his new partner, Lord bebemted 
scores a smash hit. He has the same 


Sir Alan P. Herbert and Vivian Ellis, | 


team with Lizbeth Webb in a 
story patterned along the lines of 
“Bitter Sweet.’ On the croquet 


French cafes, hearts are 
to a.tremendous ffou-frou 
bustles and petticoats and a 
pretty little story told of a young 


sions and 


anything French, and choose a nice, 


marry her. But when the gallant 
monsieur, Guetary, arrives with 
half a ton of broken English and. 
the song, “Ma Belle Marguerite,” its | 
evident there’s going to be trouble 
in the ancestral hall and violent 
damage to plausibility before girl 


is Guetary. He goes off to the 
Franco-Prussian wars, is given up 
for dead before permitted to return 
and bless the bride. 


Critics slammed Noel Coward 
when he dared to pick on a story of 
similar and perhaps worse triviality 
for “Pacific 1860" but they have let 
off Sir Alan Herbert, M.P., with 
congratulations. Perhaps Sir Alan’s 
gift in turning a _ song, plus his 
wit and gusto, are qualities which | 
would make any show 
thing above the average, especially 
when linked to the Vivian Ellis 
music, Cochran showmanship and 
the decor of Tanya Moiseiwitsch. 
This is a production of beauty and 
style in the rich pre-war manner. 


Guetary makes an excellent first 
impression and proves a_ show- 
stopper of no mean proportions. He 
has good presence, plenty of dash, 
and a voice that reminds of George 
Metaxas singing in “Bitter Sweet.” 
However, it must be said that his 
young partner, Lizbeth Webb, a 
Cochran discovery in “Big Ben” 
(who now stars in her own right) 
deserves equal star billing. She has 
a fine voice, youthful looks and self- 
confidence. All the voices have 
been picked with care. Anona Winn, 
who blesses and dresses the bride 
besides fluttering around, proves her- 
self a capable aide to Lizbeth, hav- 
ing charm and a voice to match. 


The big company of Cochran 
femmes and boys supply some rous- 
ing and witty choruses, and a hand- 
ful of good-looking ballets. With its 
melody, scenic charm and satire, 
there can be no doubt that “Bless 
the Bride” will get a good solid run. 

Ebet. 


1066 and All That 
London, April 25. 


John Buckley production of revival of his- 
torical satire in 25 scenes. Stars Leslie 
Henson, with Doris Hare, Gordon Little, 
Richard Littledale, Gavin Gordon, Wallas 
Eaton, Henry Caine, Philip Howard, Patri- 
cia. Gaunt, Anna Claire, Arthur Lucas, 
George Dale, Henry Worthington, Diana 
Dell, Stanley Braithwaite. Based on book 
by Sellar and Yeatman; bodék and lyrics by 
Reginald Arkell; music hv Alfred Reynolds; 
ballets and ensembles by Beatrice Apple- 
yard; production by Anthony Parker, Peter 
Mather; staged by Leslie Henson, Richard 
Littledale. At Saville theatre, London. 


This show, which had a fairly 
good run in 1935 (clicked for 387 
performances), has been revived 
and brought up to date as a vehicle 
for Leslie Henson. Judged by first- 
night reception, with plenty of 
laughs, it should settle down to 
solid business for many months, 
though its value for tke U. S. is nil. 
The whole point of this piece is its 
kidding of familiar and household 
events in British history. And it be- 
longs peculiarly to this tight little 
island. 

Show is a mixture of what has 
happened to John Bull since William 
the Conqueror socked him in the 
bow-and-arrow days. Passing lightly 
through the Norman Conquest, it 
takes us to the Crusades, to King 
John arguing his contract with the 




















|} team with him he had for “Big Ben,” | and worthy 


| himself in the pants. 


some- | 


Napoleon, Nelson and the old Tivoli 
music hall. 

Leslie Henson, who makes a big 
comeback after a long absence from 
the West End, is mainly depicted as 
the Little Man with bowler hat, 
frock coat, whiskers and umbrella. 
In this garb he is stamped in the 
mud for about 800 years by all those 
rude kings and things lined up 
against him. In the end he turns up 
as a kind of St. George, brandishing 
his umbrella against the dragons of 
tyranny and servitude England ex- 


These phases of history allow 
plenty of scope for rowdy fun, 
Snappy dancing and awful puns 
aimed against war and the princes 
who always go to battle quoting 
Shakespeare. It is witty, well- 


dressed and strongly reinforced by 
the music of Alfred Reynolds, who 
mingles old traditional tunes with 
the heart-throbbing numbers 
today. 

Cast has no 
son and that 
Hare, who supports him in gusty 
wisecracks. But Richard Littledale, 
who co-directs with Henson, makes 
a first-rate compere. Nice 
comes from Henry Caine, Gavin 
Gordon, and a smart-looking chorus. 
Paul Shelving’s settings are stylish 
of John Bull kicking 
Ebet. 


names 
fine actress, 











College Play 





All the King’s Men 


Minneapolis, May 3. 


Univ. of. Minnesota Theatre production of 
drama in three acts (11 scenes), by -Robert 
‘enn Warren. Staged by Frank M, Whiting 
Opened at University theatre April 28, °47. 
iS BN So u.5 65408 66 bs 06 bw eset T. O. Andrus 


Dr. Adam Stanton....Delwin S. Dusenbury 


Significance may lie in the Univ. of 
Minnesota Theatre’s. current 


Penn Warren, a professor here, 
noted both as novelist and poet, and 


fact that.the play is unusual in sev- 
eral respects, one of these being that, 
reversing the usual procedure, it 
antedates his bestseller, very highly 
regarded novel of the same name 
which was based on it and, which 
now is believed to be a leading 
Pulitzer prize candidate. 


the late Huey Long, the sole boss of 
his state. It is a study with experi- 
mental theatre trimmings and un- 
doubtedly a meritorious literary crea- 
tion, but it’s not a play in today’s 
accepted sense of the word. 

Play’s slight plot revolves around 
the governor’s establishment of an 
$8,009,000 medical center, and the 
Zrail, personal relationships and 
crises that stem out of the under- 
taking. But no effort apparently is 
made to create sustained interest and 
suspense. 

The medical center plot seems to 
get lost by the wayside in the second 
act when the action veers to the im- 
pact on the governor of his son’s 
fata] injury, his relationship with his 
mistress and other events. In the 
third and final act, in which most of 
the plot, story and action are com- 
pressed, this connection of mistress- 
relationship, hitherto not clearly de- 
fined, is finally cleared up. Auditor 
is left with the questionable message 
that the ends justify the means. 

University Theatre has_ given 
drama an excellent production, stag- 
ing and lighting being exceedingly 
meritorious. As the governor, Robert 
Hyde Wilson gives an exceptionally 
fine performance—one of  profes- 
sional stature. Rees. 


Switch in Booking - 
Control on Chi Houses 


Chicago, May 6. 

Actual control of both the Chi- 
cago Civic Opera House and Civic 
Theatre for all bookings changed 
hands here this week when a long 
time tieup was untangled with of- 
ficers of the Wacker Corp., real es- 
tate holding company for both, re- 
signing from their offices in Chi 
Opera Co. and Chi Musical Founda- 
tion. Foundation is non-profit group 
that is the lessee of the Civic Opera 
House, which it leases to musical and 
legit companies, including Chi opera 
Move will eliminate any ties Wacker 
will have with opera or Foundation. 
Abner Stillwell is the only member 
resigning from holding corporation 
and keeping his directorship with 
Chi Opera. 

Officers who withdrew from opera 
and foundation are James C. Thomp- 
son, Owen L. Coons and Alexander 
J. Lewis. 
have sole right to judge what at- 
tractions will be booked into Civic 








on to Henry VIII, Queen Elizabeth, 


Opera House and Civic theatre af- 
ter current lease expires, 





of | 


except Hen- | 
Doris | 


| coatin 
| more 





Dr. BRIPWOTIR. 6. scccccccees Fred Shrimpton 
on rin iss i 6ee beac eae -.Kenneth Senn 
Bot APP: oS eb bidessces Robert Knapp wey of ; 

Governor Willie Stark.. Robert Hyde Wilson | ful _artistically, be ing both good 
Sadie Burke............Shirley Jac Wagner | music and good theatre. But they re 
Jack Burden.............Richard D. Spear|too caviarish for Broadway taste, 
Anne Stanton..........- Marion English | 


world | 
premiere of “All the King’s Men” due | 
to the fact that its author, Robert | 


is | 


this is his first play. Added interest | 
probably accrues from the further | 


| excellently 

What Prof.’ Warren has projected | 
for the stage is a striking character | 
study of a highly colorful southern 
governor, Willie Stark, a prototype of | 





| When the play sticks to the ki 
Musical foundation will | S to the kid stuff 


Plays on 


The Telephone 
and 
The Medium 


Chandler Cowles and Efrem Zimbalist, 
Jr., presentation, in association with Edith 
Lutyens, of Ballet Society's production of 
two-act tragedy (‘‘The Medium’’) and one- 
act comedy (‘‘The Telephone’’), with music, 


book and lyrics by Gian-Carlo Menotti. 
Staged by Menotti Sets, costumes by 
Horace Armistead, Lighting, Jean Rosen- 
thal. Musicai director, Emanuel Balaban. 
Opened at Barrymore, N. Y., May 1], °47; 
$4.20 top, 
The Telephone 
Lucy cess eeece+eee- Marilyn Cotlow 
Oy jcevenexe Frank Rogier 
The Medium 
Monica ....- vabic debates de aCGRTe Baeurer 
PONT ici cbicvvseesecececeuts Leo. Coleman 
Madame Flora..,..sseeee: Marie Powers 
Mrs. Gobineau. ceccscccscsess Beverly Dame 
Mr, Gobineau...crcvccccceses Frank Rogier 
| Mrs. Nolan PPO ye Po - Virginia Beeler 


It still takes courage to bring opera | 


to Broadway. It may be grand opera 
disguised as “a play with music,” as 
in the case of “Street Scene,” or it 


work | may be short chamber operas like 


“The Telephone” and “The Medium,” 
tagged as “musical plays.” The sugar- 
shows the fear that opera Is 
roadway bugaboo than box- 
office, and the fear—unfortunately— 
is right. The Barrymore has a tour 
de force in Gian-Carlo Menotti’s 


musical double-bill, but it belongs 


| better downstreet at the Metropolitan 
| Opera House. Its run chances as legit | 


are limited. 


Which is a pity, and the public’s | 
young | 


The 
librettist-compoOser 


fault, not Menoiti’s. 
Italian-American 


j has great talent in both drama and 
music, and knows his way around a |} 
| Stage. 


the Thief” for radio, and the Met has 


done his “Amelia Goes to the Ball” | 
| Fancy,” 


and “The Island God,” all success- 
fully. The new works are as success- 


which still needs a lot of cultivating. 

“The Medium” is a two-act tragedy 
involving a_ spiritualist, and her 
daughter and a mute servant who 
help her in her work. The medium, 
who is a fake, suddenly falls for her 
own fakery and believes that she too 
is seeing visions. Steadily losing grip 
on herself, she drives the mute from 





the house, and when he returns to be 


with the. daughter whom he loves, | 


the mother (mistaking him for 
spirit) kills him. 
The tragedy is taut and convincing, 


a 


except for a few brief grandguignol- | Ernest 


ish moments at the close. It rises | 
steadily in intensity, with suspense 
sustained throughout. 
Music and drama are of a part, and 
indivisable. There are no set airs as 
such, but the “Black Swan” number 
of the first act, the waltz duet and the 
mother’s soliloquy of the second, 
stand out. Orchestration as a whole 
is full without being heavy, while 
the voices are strong and can be 
heard. 

Marie Powers does a brilliant job 
as the medium, both dramatically 
and vocally, her strong contralto sus- 
taining her admirably for the opera’s 
peak moment, the soliloquy. Evelyn 
Keller, gifted young soprano, also 
has a strong histrionic sense, both in 
her moments with the mute and in 
her various song numbers. Leo Cole- 
man mimes eloquentiy as the mute, 
moving about the stage with a 
dancer's lithe grace. The supporting 
trio of medium’s clients (Beverly 
Dame, Frank Rogier, Virginia 
Beeler) do excellent bits. 

“The Telephone” is a_ slim, but 
charming curtain-raiser. The comedy 
is a brief bit about a man trying to 
propose to a girl who is constantly 
distracted by phone calls. Poor fel- 
low eventually has to go out to a 
phone booth to get his proposal in by 
Bell. Marilyn Cotlow brings an arch 
manner and an excellent lyric so- 
prano to the role of the girl, while 
Frank Rogier is equally impressive 
as the distraught baritone of a suitor, 
The music is light and bantering, in 
choice accompanying vein. 

Menotti, who wrote music, book 
and lyrics for both works, also 
staged them, his direction showing 
imagination, taste and wit. Horace 
Armistead’s sets and costumes are in 
tasteful keeping. Bron. 





A Young Man’s Faney 


Henry Adrian production of comedy in 
three acts by Harry Thurschwell and Alfred 
Golden. Staged by Robert E Perry, Sets 
and lighting, Raiph Alswang: costumes 
Lou Eisele. 


a ie a Plymouth, N. Y., April 29, 
Harold Greenley............ ..-Bill Talman 
Sylvia Wilsou...........Margaret Langley 
Girl Camper,...ccees...Colette MacMahon 
ae | Pee 06600000 s6ee08 Hugh Reilly 
Dorothy ee ee Joan Lawrence 
Gein 06066004606 eR me Leone 
Jokey Stephen... be 5 ale a "sae 
arm aebee eae eee Bart Roe 

elen Greenley...... eos-.. Lenore Lonergan 
Dickie bce ae’ LEE eee Ronnie Jacoby 
Oliver Crandell,......... Raymond Bramley 
Naan CrOndelh. oc ccccccecs {Lee Carney 

ene 666646066 , é ; “ 
Site we aS :6960000686.00 Joan Shepard 


bebeadben Myrile Ferguson 


3 p Ronnie Smith 
Camp Trilby Boy...........Mik key Carroll 





There’s a lot of kid stuff in “A 
Young Man's Fancy,” a comedy con- 
cerned with doings at a boy’s camp. 





—to the roughhouse antics of teen- 
agers in a bunkhouse, hazing a new- | 
comer or discussing parents, girls or | 
school—it’s funny. Unfortunately, | 
these moments are few. 


issi Pla 
mission; the kids try to y.gets a} 


patch up a’ 


Wednesday, May 7, 1947 


Broadway 


romance between two co , 
and the comedy goes askew. Angus 
go its Broadway chances. 

_ The play starts off fairly wel] Set- 
ting the scene of a delicate, spoiled 
rich-man’s sOn coming to bunk in 
with a quartet of dead-enders. The 
second scene of the first act, when 
the delicate lad teaches the toughieg 
a thing or two, and the bunkhouse jg 
a shambles of broken-down cots dis« 
mantled lights and general confusion 
is rattling good bellylaugh farce.” 

But the story is as much that of a 
brother and sister trying to make a 
| go of running a camp, and of the gir] 
'counselor the brother loves. And 
| when the teenagers plot to bring the 
| romantic pair together, the fresh fun 

is gone, and instead there are stale 
synthetic gags about sex, hygiene. 
marriage and parenthood. Play starts 
to slip with the second act and ney er 
| stops. Stock characters like the over- 
bearing rich 





| man, or the snooping 
old maid, wind in and out, and are 
generally in the way. Now if the 


kids had been left to themselves, . . 
Ronnie Jacoby does a sensitive job 
as the rich man’s son, and Joan 
Shepard is as outstanding as a girl 
nuisance, Richard Leone, Donald 
Hastings, Roy Sterling and Bart Rose 


;make up an amusing, sometimes 
| terrifying quartet of campers. Kids’ 
timing and sense of humor are 
equaled by their naturalness onstage, 


Of the grownups, Lenore Lonergan 
personable as the sister camp- 
owner and Margaret Langley and 
Bill Talman satisfactory as the ro. 
mantic pair. 

Ralph Alswang’s set captures the 


is 


| feel of a Camp bunkhouse. Robert E, 


He wrote “The Old Maid and | Perry’s 


direction is hobbled Nor, 
rather, jet-propulsed) by the script, 
In the spring “A Young Man’s 
however, won't do. Or at 
any time, for that matter. Bron, 


Heads or Tails 


Your Theatre, Inc., production of comedy 
in three acts (five scenes) by H. J. Lengs- 
felder, Ervin Drake. Directed by Kdward 
. Cline; settings, Watson Barrett; light- 
ing, Leo Kerz: costumes, Alice Gibson, At 
Cort, N. ¥., May 2, '47; $4.20 (86 opening 
night) 

Coynelius T. Sheldon.........Les Tremayne 
RM as cdde swonde dees céess Lulu Belle Clarke 
eee BGG « csacneeneeses Audra Lindley 
Burton Snead..,.... eeeeeees Joseph Silver 
Praus JOMGS: .. cescec ..Gregory Robbing 
Marion Gilmore.,.........-Lucie Lancaster 
DR NN 06 660.6060 b0 00% 0 -.Jean Colje 
3 ee ’ )) ..Jed Prouty 
BARTGY DECI. ccocecceecces Ralph Simone 
Eric Petersen...... este ss Werner Klemperer 
Mre. Warren... .ccccccccsesc-ss-Lelah Tyler 

Milford....e..ee.-..Joseph Graham 
Bit... CATOOM. cecsccoccscceces..- Anthony Gray 
Senor Costamara....csceeces Frank de Kova 
PEUMPOrGimek.. . cs cesccesesss Richard Barron 
BEC MPUNRM ocheckacoccaccesaces Paul Lipson 


“Heads or Tails” sounds the death 
rattle for Broadway's waning legit 
season. Self-styled comedy, staged by 
a new outfit, Your Theatre, Inc., in 
a cooperative deai with an innocent 
group of church and civic organiza- 
tions, is pure shoddy, It’s so em- 
barrassing in its ineptitude that it 
couldn’t get by any self-respectin 
amateur theatre. How it ever lande 
on Broadway will remain one of the 
insoluble enigmas of show biz. | 

Combined labors of playwrights 
H. J. Lengsfelder and Ervin Drake 
have brought forth a scrawny mouse 
of a story about a career diplomat’s 
marital mess. Play tortures through 
a confusion of character and inci- 
dent involving an insurance policy, 
suicide pact, insane asylums, Greece, 
Turkey, U. S. Senate, singing com- 
mercials and a love triangle. There 
is no method in this madness and 
certainly nc humor. Completely in- 
fantile in conception, play has no 
trace of a child’s naive charm or 
slapstick vigor. It is only an absurd 
bore. 

Maybe Les Tremayne, Jed Prouty 
and Werner Klemperer could do bet- 
ter if given half a chance. But in 
this travesty, they just grimace and 
posture like wooden caricatures an 
fail to lift the play even up to wer 
level of dullness. Rest of the cas 
runs around the stage at random, 
barely avoiding knocking each other 
over. Like the play, the settings are 
flat, cheap and transparently, fake. 





Gleason, Keith Added To 


Pitt Summer Opera List 
Pittsburgh, May 6. 

Couple of additional casting an- 
nouncements have just been made 
by William Wymetal, managing di- 
rector of Civic Light Opera ©0- 
which opens nine-week season of 
outdoor shows at Pitt Stadium 
June 2. Jackie Gleason has been 
signed for leading comedy role ™ 
“Rio Rita,” which is being presented 


late in June, and Ian Keith, screen 
actor, is coming here from Coast for 
final two productions, “The Three 
Musketeers” and “The Great Waltz. 

Season’s opener, “Desert Sons, 
will have Margaret Spencer and Ed- 


ward Roecker heading the cast oO 
Violet Carlson doing the eo 


comedy support. Eddie Scanlon, 4 
stage-managed “Lute Song.” has le 
that attraction to come back here 
again as general stage director, a 


|post he also filled under a different 


regime last year. 
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Runyon and Winchell 

A sidelight on Walter Winchell’s 
ardor in dedicating himself to the 
Damon Runyon Cancer Memorial 
Fund dates back over 25 years and 
is one of those Broadway incidents 
which, at the moment, meant a little 
yet a lot. It also meant a lot in 
memory as the years rolled by and 
Runyon was assured by Sherman 
Billingsley, Winchell and the mob 
at the Stork Club’s “table 50”—the 
amen corner—not to worry about 
his (Runyon’s) open collar in the 
swank nitery, to come around and 
mix, listen, scribble his little notes 
in “reply”—since he couldn’t talk— 
and all the rest of it. Runyon at 
first iaughed off Winchell’s cops- 
and-robbers chasing in the latter's 

lice-call car, but later loved it. 
Through all of the final year the 
bunch never knew but that this was 
Runyon’s final night. 

What Runyon probably forgot was 
the incident at Billy LaHiff's Tavern 
on 48th street, N. Y., when Jue and 
Walter Winchell lived upstairs and 
paid $135 a month rent at a time 
when Winchell was earning $100 a 
week on the old N. Y. Graphic 
(Macfadden). Winchell finally had 
to tell LaHiff that he and June had 
better move because of the rent. 
The restaurateur asked what 
Winchell wanted to pay, and agreed 
to the $100 the columnist suggested, 
adding, “Besides, I don’t ever want 
to lose that baby carriage from in 
front of the Tavern; it’s the only 
note of real respectability around 
here.” This was where Walda 
Winchell, now Toni Eden profession- 
ally, was born. LaHiff gave the 
story to Runyon and it was the 
Winchells’ first real personal pub- 
licity break in the early days of 
their marriage. 

So Winchell and Runyon’s asso- 
ciation is not the recent thing many 
think, born chiefly of the past 
couple of years’ publicity in con- 
nection with their cops-and-robbers 
nocturnal excitement. 





Stretch Gets Camden (N.J.) Papers 

Sale of the Camden (N.J.) Courier 
and Post newspapers to Harold A. 
Stretch, former advertising director 
of the Philadelphia Inquirer, was 
announced Friday (2) by Richard 
W. Slocum, general manager of 
the Philadelphia Evening Bulletin, 
which acquired the properties, along 
with the Philadelphia Record, Janu- 
ary 31. Stretch, who also announced 
severance of his connection with the 
Inquirer, said publication would be 
resumed “in the near future.’ He 
will be president and publisher of 
the newspapers. 

No price figure was mentioned in 
the official announcement of the 
sale, but one report said it approxi- 
mated $3,000,000, with an amortiza- 
tion at the rate of $500,000 a_ year 
for a five-year period. In addition, 


it was further reported, there was 
an arrangement for the leasing of 
mechanical equipment at the rate 
of $100,000 a year. The 


Camden 
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newspapers, prior to their suspen- 
sion, were reported in financial cir- 
cles to have shown earnings of be- 
tween $200,000 and $300,000 ~ year. 

Stretch has been associated with 
newspaper advertising since 1909. 
Before becoming. advertising direc- 
tor of the Inquirer in 1938, he was 
associated with the Hearst newspa- 
pers for 14 years. Stretch will head 
a group of Camden citizens and per- 


Camden area in publication of the 
properties. Sale of the newspapers 
last January to the Bulletin by J. 
David Stern occurred while the pa- 


paper Guild, Stern giving the strike 
as the reason for his getting out of 
the newspaper field. 





Liberty Mag Slices Staff 
Liberty magazine, which 


partments, has started cutting its 
staff, about a score of editorial and 
biz employees being reported let out 
last week. Circulation is claimed 
still up, with current estimate placed 
at 1,650,000. 


dropping of certain features and 


general tightening of staff all 
around. Mag is paying strong at- 
tention to entertainment features, 


with two film stories each issue— 
one a story feature from the Coast; 
other a two to four page pix spread 
about latest top film—and pix per- 
sonalities stressed on cover, with re- 
lated story inside. Mag is starting 
a new feature on records shortly, 
with guest reporters on their field, 
such as Irving Berlin, Deems Taylor, 
ete. 





Curse of Drink 


Resentment of some Ohio solons 
over newspaper publicity they re- 
ceived a few months ago in connec- 
tion with the issuance of liquor per- 
| mits is said to be the motive behind 
a pending bill to modify Ohio’s libel 
laws. The proposed measure would 
shift the burden of proof in part 
from the plaintiff to the defendant 
in a libel suit and would relieve the 
plaintiff of need to prove monetary 
damages. 

Paul R. Gingher, attorney for the 
Ohio Newspaper Assn. told the 
House that several Ohio publishers 
wished to appear in opposition to 
the bill, introduced by Rep. G. D. 
Tablack, Youngstown, who said he 
was not the actual author. He said 
the bill grew out of the fact that 
“some members of this legislature 
were accused of unfair or dishonest 
dealings in connection with the issu- 
ance of liquor permits.” 





Pierre Dac Docked 


After having signed, in 1938, a 10- 
year contract as editor of “Os a 
Moelle,” Paris humorous paper, with 





publishers of the paper, Pierre Dac, 
entertainer and_ radio 
thought after liberation that the 
paper would never come out again 
and that he could work for another 
| similar publication. He then be- 
came editor of the new paper “Os 
Libre.” 

Societe Parisienne sued him for 
alleged unfair competition and 
breach of contract. Court held the 
old contract valid and returned a 
| judgment of $8,000 damages against 
| Dac. 








Adams’ Triple Assignment 

Caswell Adams, former sports ex- 
pert for Kings Features now with 
United Artists publicity in New 
York, has been commissioned to 
write three books for J. C. Winston 
Publishing Co., 
| biography of F. Darius Benham, 
| press man for Saints and Sinners. 
Others are the texts for two volumes 
‘of H. T. Webster cartoons, “How To 
|Torture Your Wife” and “How to 
Torture Your Husband.” 
cartoons appear in the N. Y. Herald 
Tribune and Adams was on the 
sports staff of the same daily until 
several years ago. 








Ph.lly Staffers Win Pay 

The U. S. circuit court of appeals 
has ruled that 358 former employees 
of the Philadelphia Evening Ledger, 
which suspended publication Jan. 5, 
1942. are entitled to severance and 
vacation pay out of funds realized 
| from liquidation of the newspaper. 
| The decision affects 218 members of 





the Newspaper Guild of Philadel- | 


phia and Camden and 135 members 


sons having business interests in the | 


pers were being struck by the News- | 


had a} 
large expansion around Feb. 1, when | 
the mag went bi-monthly and added | 
staffers for new features and de- | 


Reasons for firings are given as 


the Societe Parisienne d’Editions, | 


producer, | 


Phila. One is 4, 


Webster's | 


of the Philadelphia Typographical 
Union No. 2. Guildsmen filed sev- 


while the typographical men filed 
claims amounting to $13,290. 


The decision handed down recent- 
ily was to the effect that the loss 
of jobs through suspension of an 
employer's business is tantamount in 


ployees without any fault of theirs. 
The decision was written by Judge 
Albert Lee Stephens, of the ninth 
federal circuit in Los Angeles, who 
substituted in Philadelphia. The 
| Opinion was 
two other circuit judges, Herbert 
F, Goodrich and Gerald McLaugh- 
lin. The ruling set aside an opinion 
of Judge J. Cullen Ganey, who dis- 
missed the claims Nov. 19, 1945. 








Almanacs Feel Pinch 

Shortage of newsprint in Chicago 
hit one of the oldest sources of in- 
formation, the almanac. Chi Daily 
News announced here last week that 
| it was unable to put aut the 1947 
edition of its almanac and that it 
would offer, while they lasted, the 
46 edition at half price. 


| WGN was preparing an almanac, 


| but due to the print and printers | 


situation decided to refund over 
$5,000 worth of orders that it had 
collected 





Erudite Inquirer 

| The Philadelphia Inquirer boasts 
}an erudite staff, with five of its 
members now teaching journalism 
at major colleges. On the Temple 


drama _ critic; Hank Littlehales, 
sports writer and Maurice F. X. 
Donoghue, rewriteman. 

Teaching at the Univ. of Pennsyl- 
vania are Ken Miller, copy desk, and 
Alex Joseph, picture editor. 





CHATTER 
Bernard Sobel’s piece on “I For- 
; got My Lines” in This Week. 

Jean Hersholt joined the 
Colophon staff as contributing editor. 

Nola Luxford landed in Hollywood 
| as correspondent for the New Zea- 
land Freelance. 

Sara Salzer appointed western 
| editor of Seventeen mag, with head- 
quarters in Hollywood. 

Gordon Kahn, former scripter at 
Warners, signed for a_ series of 
Hollywood yarns by Holiday mag. 

Clip Boutell, formerly syndicated 
| book columnist on N. Y. Post, ap- 
| pointed editor of Fiction Book Club. 
Lionel Banks is writing a book on 











que. 


Peggy and Mabel Wong, whose 
family owns the Malay Tribune in, 
Singapore, visiting the Metro film 
studio. 

Stephen Longstreet sold British 
rights on his novels, “Stallion Road” 
and “Three Days,” to Jarrod, Lon- 
don publishers. 

Robert Nathan taking a_ threc- 
i'month leave of absence from his 
| Metro scripting chores to complete 
|a novel at his Cape Cod home. 


Bantam Books will issue 1,000,000 
| vest-pocket copies of 





| lease of the film version by Warners. 
| Alfred Eichler, 
|New York office of Dancer-Fitz- 


gerald-Sample, has a new mystery | 


novel out, “Election 


his third. 


by Murder,” 


erance pay claims totaling $223,528, | 


law to the dismissal of the em- | 


concurred in by the | 


Univ. Faculty are Sam Singer, asst. | 


New | 


the improvement and modernization | 
of motion picture production techni- | 


“The Glass | 
Room” two months before the re- | 


copy director of | 
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Saati aa naa a Mah Tal aia 
SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


++++ By Frank Scully tt+teeresroseee 


Doublin’, Tex., May 3. 

One of the Scullywag’s more enduring aphorisms is that life always 
gives what you want if you want it long enough but not at the time you 
| want it most, and you should live that long. Well, the other night, or 
| maybe it was the night before, I saw it proved up to the kilt. 
| 
| 
} 
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It was at the unreeling of “The Macomber Affair,” a little Scottish reel 
dealing with dubious murder among African big-game hunters, which 
was once the property of Ernest Hemingway and now belongs to the ages, 
thanks to a picture production of Benedict Bogeaus starring Gregory 
| Peck, Joan Bennett and Robert Preston. 

Just where I came in was in the long and medium shots. Here the 
| authentic African veldt and wild game are matched with location shots 
taken 50 miles below the Mexican border, in the area, where 20 years ago, 
“Trader Horn” was reshot after that African travelog showed it lacked 
| production value. 

For “The Macomber Affair,’ Zoltan Korda sent duplicate costumes of 
i the stars to Africa and assigned a camera crew and stunting doubles to get 
i authentic action around Nairobi. These were to match the closeups and 
| medium shots of Messrs. Peck and Preston and Miss Bennett taken near 
| the Mexican border. 

It was an easy wardrobe picture to match up, as Peck only made one 
| change, while Preston and Miss Bennett made only two. 
| Turbans Matched Cheap 
| Now, why this match-trick interested me so much was that 20 years ago 
| some of us Riviera beachcombers tried matching shots of Africa and the 
French Riviera and the idea showed enough promise for us to try to sell it 
| to Hollywood. On one “all-African” picture alone we clipped $600,000 off 
the budget by not going there at all 

We caught a visiting exec sipping an aperitif at a sidewalk cafe in Nice 
and nailed his ear to the table while we showed him how we could get 
authentic European and African backgrounds for his company without 
the expense of those high salaried safaris. 

He was J. Robert Rubin, v.p. and general counsel of M-G-M. All Metro's 
producers would have to do, we told him, would be to send us costumes 
and measurements of the principals, a few scripts, indicating what action 
shots they wanted and so forth. We would dig up doubles, give Holly- 
wood exactly what it wanted of authentic local color, and ship the cans to 
America for the final cut-ins. 

He thought it was a terrific idea, and on returning shouted it to the 
| press of New York. He even sent us the press clips. After that we waited 
for the rush of orders. = {— ~ 

As far as I know none ever came. But here after 20 years I sce the 
idea applied by an independent producer with a United Artists release, 
and he does it very well too. So don't tell me the picture business is in a 
rut and hostile to new ideas. ~All you have to do is to live that long. 

The Bulls Are Brahmas, Bud 


So being ahead of your time is no proof that you won't have to take 
other people’s dust. In “The Late George Apley,’ which is about a Boston 
Brahmin (which is no bull) that cute little colleen Peggy Cummins brings 
| a copy of Freud into the Apley home. The year was 1912. That was the 

year I too wolfed down Freud, Jung, Brill and the rest of the boys whose 
fixation was making a slum ‘clearance project out of the subconscience, 
| with whole sequels devoted to sex. It was a surprise to Catherine Apley 
| that anybody could write a whole book about that. Apley had to explain 
| it was Dr. Freud’s idea that emotion, that is—sex—very largely governs 
the lives of people in other parts of the country. In Boston, apparently, 
they still got on by osmosis. 

By 1914 I felt happy that all this was behind me, and that all of us 
forward-lookers could now devote our time and attention to the war which 
was to end all wars. Remember? 

But for the last two years it seems I've had to sit through one picture 
after another pumping out this psycheanalytic bilge as eniertainment, con- 
vincing me each time that I have made one irreparable mistake in my life. 
I should never have read Freud or I should have stayed away from pic- 
| tures. But this way I feel like a man doomed by his own acts to spend the 
' rest of his life on a treadmill, because obviously George Apley has pumped 
| the humor of the subject dry, and what's more, I hear ke died in Memphis. 
That’s why they refer to him as “The Late George Apley.” 

What, Ne Early Worms? 

This brings we to another Scullywag. Don't be too far ahead of the 
parade. People who come on time will never know you've already passed 
by. Worms are sleeping later, too. 

Before Or After McNeill? 
| Proof, however, that New England is not dead, not even sleeping, blew 
| right into the living room of Scully’s Hollywood doghouse the other day. 
| So if you hear me sounding off somewhere in New England on a program 
conducted by John and Julie Williams out of Station WMUR, please don't 
, write to VARIETY exposing me as a guy who hides behind the phoniest 
non-existent datelines, most of them out of this world. I'll break down 
and admit I wasn't visiting Pulpy, Mass., Ohdear, Me., or Billy, Conn, that 
I have never been to Junior, Miss., State, Penn., Ham-on, R. 1, Mo’n, Mo, 

Oola, La., Very, Ill, Onebeer, Kan., Never, Wash., Iron, Ore., Noahs, Ark., 
| or even Rattleboro, Vt., and, what's more the places do not even exist. 

But Mr. and Mrs. Williams do exist. Manchester, N. H., exists, and ABE 
services it. The Williams dropped in on Bedside Manor with a portable 
radio set for an interview. Their gimmick records on tape abcut one-half 


! 
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can demagnetize immediately what you, they, or a v.p. of the radio chain 


Profile of Charles Luckman. head , "ch wide and after 15 minutes, they play the interview back to you. They 
| 


of Lever Bros., will appear in 


May 24 issue of Liberty mag. Ar- | wouldn't like. 


| ticle, entitled “A New Boss for the | 


| Hucksters,” was written by Philip | 2™ound the country on a six months’ tour. 


Gustafson 
| Lionel Shapiro's first novel, “The 
|Sealed Verdict,” dealing with the | 
trial of Nazi military leaders, will be | 
serialized in Cosmopolitan and pub- 
lished in book form by Doubleday 
‘in October. 
| The J.-P. (Peggy) McEvoys sail- 
ing May 28 with the family on the 
S.S. America for an extended Eu- 
ropean sojourn. Coincidentally, he'll 
gather material for Reader's Digest, , 
of which he is one of the world | 
editors. | 
Marshal] Field’s syndicated Sun- 
day mag, Parade, gets its 22d news- 
paper outlet May 18 when the Phil- | 
adelphia Inquirer starts distribution. | 
Publisher Arthur H. Motley. in 
space of one year, has boosted Pa- | 
rade circulation to over 4,500,000. 
Liewellyn Miller, former Coast 
exec for Ideal Publications, who has | 
been doing a special field exploita- | 
tion job for Samuel Goldwyn’s | 
“Best Years of Our Lives,” checked | 
out last Friday ‘2) with completion 
of that phase of the picture’s cam- 
paign. She has travelled more than | 
20.000 miles plugging “Years” in the | 
past six months. 





| what Roy Rogers could do with Trigger in “Richard [JII!” 


They have their own plane and both being pilots they have been flying 
They airmail the reels back 
to New England where another machine broadcasts them. They do 12 
shows a week, 

Brought Te Boek 

Johnny Williams happened to be fetched by some so.t of pain around 
Rochester, Minn., and while convalescing at the Mayo Clinic received a 
copy of Scully's “Fun In Bed.” Right there he decided that it wasn't 
Hollywood but Old Man Ribber he wanted to grill. 

In the company of Bob Hall of ABC, Mr. and Mrs. yanked me away 
{from my study (where I always work with the hope of being interrupted), 
promised they would not take more than half an hour to record and play 
back, and actually didn’t. It was one take, one playback, one okay and 
one goodbye. 

Scholarly Hollywood 
Two months ago another guy moved in on me with one of these setups, 


the first I'd ever seen, but he fussed around for hours, promised to record 
| the results on platters and come back for revisions if necessary 
| never come back, and if these Williams wunderkinder have taken my very 


He has 


words out of his mouth, well, that’s show business. 
The Shakespearean Rodeo 
What's also show biz is the unsupported claim of Maurice Evans that he 
took $8,032 out of Memphis in three performances or “Hamlet.” Of course 
he qualifies this by saying it was on a weekend when everybody was out 


| of town. 


Memphis nobodies, left to their own devices, apparently. will patronize 


| even Shakespeare. ° 


If this could happen in Memphis, it could happen anywhere. It could 
even start a trend. In fact, it has started one because Evans reports 
Louisville, Nashville and Birmingham were also amazingly good to him 
and his company. But $8,032 for three shots of Shakespeare! Imagine 
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HARRY HOLMAN 

Harry Holman, 73, stage and 
screen actor, died May 2 at his home 
in Hollywood after a heart attack. 

Graduate of the old vaudeville 
circuits, Holman shifted to films in 
the early days of Hollywood. His 
latest role in. a career covering 50 
years was in the Samuel Goldwyn 
picture, “The Bishop’s Wife.” 

Remains were taken to Enid, Okla., 
for burial. 


- OBITUARIES 


ness at Freeport. 
been 20th Century-Fox chief for 2% 
years. Previous to that he had 
spent nearly 15 years as Fox man- 
ager in Pittsburgh, Cohn served 27 
years in all with Fox, coming to 
Pittsburgh in 1930 from Cincinnati, 


RUSSELL SHIELDS 

Russell Shields, 55, short subjects 
editor for Movietonews, Inc., died 
t his home in N. Y., May 3, after a 
ong illness, He had er ie soe: 
y severa 

p orcad seid aca ca where he had managed that com- 
A veteran in the film business for | pany s office for two years. Before 
8) years, he began with the old jthat he had been Canadian district 








field by the other majors, a list of 
suggestions and questions presented 
to MPA prexy Eric Johnston last 
week by SMPE prez Loren L. Ry- 
der have already been relayed to 
member companies of MPA. John- 
ston, it’s indicated, will have an im- 
portant announcement to make on 
the subject in the near future. Also 
adding to the general picture was 





Lubin Co. He joined Fox about 15|manager and a special traveling 
years ago, being film editor on Mr. representative, Cohn joined Fox in 
: : odes : a eat 9 —_— 8 an oe . ‘ atok 

and Mrs. Martin Johnson’s “Congo- | 1920 after having been a salesman 
rilla.” Rated an expert film-cutter, | for Universal and Pathe. 
previously he had worked on sound | His widow survives. 

pictures for David Sarnoff at Radio | 
Corp. of America. 


MRS. NATHAN STORCH 
Mrs. Dorothy Williams Storch, 42, 
cashier at Proctor’s, New Rochelle, 
died last week at her home in Mt. | 
Vernon, N. Y. She was the wife of | 
| Nathan Storch, president of West- | 
j chester County Stage Employer un- 





PERRITON MAXWELL 





Truman Talley employed Shields Perriton Maxwell, 79, editor, au- | ion. 
to do the film editing on “First; thor and playwright, died in New| A sister and two brothers also 
World War,” reputed to be one of.| York May 2. In recent years he had | survive her. 
the few documentaries to show size- | been associated with John Golden, va 
able profit, and “Devil Tiger.” Origi- | legit producer, in capacity of play- EDWARD TANNER 
nally he was used by Edmund Reek | reader and feature writer for Gol- Edward Tanner, 63, pioneer still 
at 20th-Fox to work on documenta- | den attractions. photographer on the motion picture | 
ries, being advanced until he was; Previously he had been a news- | lots, died April 27 in Hollywood | 
made shorts film editor. | paperman and editor, having been |after a long illness. 

Shields was born at Kensington, | on staffs of N. Y. dailies including Tanner started his career with | 





Penna. Funeral will be held in N. Y. 


The Sun, The World, The Journal |Thomas Ince and remained active in 
today (Wed.). 


and New York Recorder. He had | the studios until forced by ill health | 
also been editor of Saturday Evening |to retire a few years ago. 
Post, Metropolitan and Vogue maga- | : : 
as well as others. 
He had written several books and | 





FRANK HIPPS 


FRANK ELMO HUGHES 





. e ‘ Zines, 
Frank Hipps, 59, radio actor. was 





ee ee ae 7 inten £8). 6 x Frank Elmo Hughes, 55, film set | 

egetergg ech henry both of ee ae Block” and | dresser, died April 25 in Los An- | 

Pittsburgh. was critically injured | aie othe airs stein Geariet geles. ; 

when the car in which they were eam ‘ ab a bianeiee onl With his associates, Hughes won | 

riding collided with a truck near Maxwell, who was aoe an the 1946 Academy Award for in-| 

Uniontown, Pa. Their brother-in- playwright, died in 1939. terior decoration of “Anna and the| 

law, Albert Babcock. also died in the | eet : é King of Siam. 

crash and Mrs. Hipps’ sister, Mrs.| | SHERWOOD B. BRUNTON —— 

Babcock, is in serious condition. Sherwood Baldwin Brunton, 60, ROLAND ALLEN 

Both women were removed to the | died April 22 at his home in San} Roland Allen, 48, died in Chicago | 

Uniontown, Pa., hospital with pos- | Carlos, Cal. At time of death he | April 30. 

sible skull fractures. was secretary-treasurer of radio Before suffering paralytic stroke 
T-onically, Hipps has been fea-| station KQW and of Brunton’s| several years ago, toured country | 

tuced regularly for the past two} Automotive Service. for 15 years with his own ballet | 

years on a series of safety campaign | Brunton’s association with radio | troupe. 

broadcasts sponsored-by the Better dates back to 1922 when he and his Sas 

Traffic committee of Pitt. and in- brothers, Ralph Brunton, now presi- NAOMI MILLER 

variably he’s been the actor who’s|dent of KQW, and Mott Brunton Mrs. Naomi Peterson, 32. known | 


always killed in an automobile ac- | purchased station KJBS. In 1934 the | as Naomi Miller, radio singer, died 











civent on the dramatizations. | Bruntons purchased KWQ. In 1945,| May 2, after a heart attack at her 
Both he and his wife were like- | following a dual policy sale of home near Tiffin, O. 
wise regulars on the cast of KDKA’s | KJBS, the Bruntons devoted their| Husband and two children survive. 
morning “School of the Air” and | radio interests entirely to KQW. 
they had also appeared this season; Surviving are a widow, son, STANLEY E. HAWKINS 
in three productions at the Piits- | qaughter, and brothers, Mott and | Stanley E. Hawkins, 48. manager | 
burgh Playhouse. | Ralph Brunton. of Sound Services, Inc, died 
a at April 24 in Hollywood: fellowing a 
JOHN HALE WILLIAM F. BUGIE long illness. He was formerly studio 
John Hale, 88, retired actor and| William F. Bugie, 58, former manager at General Service. 
manager. died May 4 at Englewood, | branch manager in Memphis for , ae ae 
N. J.. where he had been a guest | Paramount, with which he served MRS. NELLIE H. HILTON 


Mrs. Nellie Holt Hilton, 74. 
tired concert violinist, died in Chi- 
cago on April 29. ' 

Survived by a nephew. 


——____ 


of the Actors Fund Home since re- | 
tirement in 1943. 

Born in Baltimore, his family 
name was Jesse Hay. He adopted 
tie other tag for professional pur- 


14 years and later branch manager 
for Republic in Dallas, died May 5 
at his home in Indianapolis after a 
long illness. 

He entered film business as sales- 





poses. He was connected with the | man for Pathe in Cincinnati in 1920,|, Julius Neumann, 80, died April 27 
theatre, either as actor or manager | Survived by widow, daughter and |" Chicago. He was a retired pro- 
for more than 50 years. brothers Leavitt J., branch manager | fssional pianist and an uncle of 


He made his N. Y. stage debut 
uncer Daniel Frohman in “Sweet 
Lavender” in 1889. He later ap- 
peared in “Humanity” and “Way 
Down East” under aegis of William 
A. Brady. Diverting to business end 
of theatre he had been company 
manager for a number of Brady pro- 
duciions and cthers. 

For 10 years Hale was with the 
Shuberts as manager of theatres in 
C'eveland and Detroit, and the Nora 


of 20th-Fox, and Harry A., branch | Edna Ferber, novelist. 


manager of PRC, both Cincinnati. 
Also a nephew, Gordon, salesman 
for PRC in Albany. 








John Muller, 53, motion picture 
projectionist at Loew’s Palace, Mem- 
phis, the past 18 years, died in 
Memphis last week. 





MRS. ALICE G. HEALY 
Mrs. Alice G. Healy, mother of 
William Healy, assistant to Austin 
C. Keough, Paramount veepee in 
charge of legal affairs, died in New 
| York May 4, 
Interment will be in the Gate of 











| London’s ‘Okla.’ 


Continued from page 1 











| cide this 


| theatres 


i financial 


re- | 


yo — ae ce Sheatres io Heaven Cemetery, Westchester, this the audience. Consensus of opinion 
His wife, Margot Case Hale, ac- | ‘Wed.) morning following requiem | is that “Oklahoma!” will stay in 
tress. died in 1942. mass in Church of Our Lady of London just as long as Guild co- 
: Victory, 17ist street and Webster | directors Theresa Helburn and Law- 
SIDNEY RHEINGOLD avenue, Bronx. rence Langner will permit. Produc- 


Sidney Rheingold, 41, vaude agent, 
died in New York last week. He had 


WILLIAM J. WESTBERG 
William 


tion, cast, music and story received 
unusually strong praise- from the 





J. Westberg. 55, veepee 
| for 25 years of Filmlab, Inc., proces- 
|sors of motion picture and slide 
\film, died at his home in _ Hollis, 


been connected with Al Davis 

agency. N. Y., at time of death. 
Despite age he had been a vet- 

eran in agenting and booking fields 1f ¢ test “week. 

in New York, having started with | Westberg was a pioneer film lab- 

Jack Linder agency. booker of indie | oratory lochiiielan aid entered tha! 





veude houses over 20 years ago. ‘trade more than 40 years ago with | 
Vaude was at its peak then and 


ithe old Vitagraph Co. 
Survived by widow. daughter and 
| brother. 


Linder controlled bookings of some 
40 theatres. Rheingold eventually 
became booker of the one and two 


night stands on Linder’s list and sae ; : 

later worked way up .to assistant | eh F. C. EIGHMEY 
booker when Linder began evincing | F. C. Eighmey, 43. general manager 
interest in legit and treasurer of the Lee Stations 


producing. having 
sponsored Mae West in “Diamond ' ; 
Lil.” “The Squealer” and others Quincy, Ill., died April 29 in Mason 

When vaude started to decline and | City of » heart ailment. He helped | 
indie houses replaced with double | ™8anize KGLO in 1936 and was a| 
feature film policy Rheingold opened | Pater in acquirement of WTAD in | 
his own agency, taking over a few 1944. For past two years he was on | 
houses from Lindet* and concentrat- \CBS affiliates advisory board 


KGLO, Mason City, Ia.. and WTAD., 





ing more on club date and nitery Survived by widow, two children, 
bookings. {parents and brother. 
IRA COHN GEORGE ALI 
Ira Cohn, 53, United Artists ex-| George Ali, 81, died at Freeport, | 


change manager in Pittsburgh, died | L. L, 


April 26. Local papers carried | 
May 5 in the Shady Side hospital. 


{the obit under his real name that 
Pitt, from a heart attack suffered |of Bolingbroke and escaped atten- 
March 1 during the company’s dis- |tion in N. Y. 

trict sales convention there. Cohn! Ali was best known for his animal 
returned to Pittsburgh just a year | impersonations, notably “Tige” the 
ago to head the UA branch. coming | dog in the cartoon musical comedy 
back from Buffalo, where he had “Buster Brown.” For a long time} 





re, 


drama critics here, all being enthusi- 
astic in their opinions. 

Understood that the company is 
booked here until Sept. 1 after which 
the present principals will be sup- 
planted by resident Americans and 
Canadian importations. In current 
cast, Harold Keel, as Curley, and 
Betty Jane Walsh, as Laurey, led the 
cast in singing reprises from the 
show at its conclusion opening night. 

Typical of the lavish praise given 
the show was that by Leonard Mosly 
in the Daily Express. “ ‘Oklahoma!’ 
Is & gem,” he said, “a jewel in Drury 
Lane's crown. It is one of those mu- 
Sical plays that I believe will carve 
a niche in the memories of all who 
see and hear its songs.” 


W. A. Darlington in the Daily 
Telegraph wrote “it is a_ terrific 
show. For drive and vitality I don't 


remember having seen anything like 
it.” Lionel Hale of the Daily Mail, 
after describing it as “a piece of 
such frolic and freshness” and laud- 
ing the performance. wrote: “But 
this smash hit is not an evening of 
Stars. It is color, plus music, plus 
wit, plus dancing, put together with 
a sort of inspired single-mindedness 
to recreate on the Stage the young 
people of a youthful part of the 
earth.” 


“The Red Mill,” which opened at 


Ryder’s prediction that video would 
be seen in theatres on a limited 
scale by the end of this year. In 
addition, the FCC is slated to de- 
week on whether to allo- 
special video channel for 
petitioned for by the 


cate the 


SMPE. 
No RCA-WB Tiein 
persistent 
tiein for television pur- 
poses between Warners and RCA, 
Levinson declared nonetheless that 
he and his staff have abandoned the 
negative “watch-and-wait” policy 
adopted by the other majors and 
are now concentrating their efforts 
on determining how tele can best 
be adapted to theatres. 
out that television has formed one 
of the principal subjects in the hud- 
dles he’s held with Warners’ home- 
office officials since his arrival from 
the Coast six weeks ago and, al- 
though the company has no imme- 
diate plans for the installation of 
tele equipment in any of the- 
atres, that will be done as soon as 
it’s discovered which system is best. 


Denying 


its 


Warner engineers, Levinson said, 
have been experimenting with trans- 





rumors of a} 





He pointed | 


| mission of tele images into theatres | 


by both radio relay and coaxial 
cable and, in addition, have con- 
ducted considerable research on the 
film storage method. Latter method 
was first announced by Paramount 
|} several years ago and involves the 
filming of the tele images directly 
| off the face of a receiving tube and 
ithen flashing the film onto the 
screen, Par engineers have claimed 
they have the system down to only 
a 45-second time lag. 


Levinson declined to-predict how 
soon some xytsem of theatre tele 
would be sufficiently developed but 
cited a number of obstacles that 
miust be overcome. 
of raw stock would hamper the im- 
mediate use of the film 
method, for example. He also 
scoffed at the idea of any company 
establishing a string of prefabricated 
houses especially for theatre tele, 
pointing out that the comparatively 
few number of events suitable for 
televising wouldn't 
system pay off. 


Merely As An Adjunct 


If theatre television is ever used, 
Levinson predicted, it wil probably 
} be: employed merely as an adjunct 
|to regular film programs. Instead 
of an exhibitor shutting down his 
regular show on the night of a top 
sports event, he'll probably film the 
_event via the film storage method 
| and show it to his regular customers 
| following the end of the show. In 
that way he can still draw his regu- 
lar customers, who won't have to sit 
at home to watch the event on their 
home sets. However theatre tele 
is employed, Levinson 
will never 


| 
| 
| 


be allowed to conflict 
with regular 35m. product. which, 
he declared, is still the primary 
business of the film industry, 
Philly Demonstration _ 
Philadelphia, May 6. 
Although still in the laboratory 
stage, the demonstration by RCA of 
its large-screen all-electronic color 
television system Wed. (30) at the 





the Palace Thursday (1), was orig- 
inally presented by Emile Littler for 
eight weeks in the provinces last 
year, and afterwards scrapped. 
is now being shown after 
weeks tour, with Jewel and Warris. 
local comics. starred. They're not 
big enough to carry the burden of a 
West End production. Corny show 
was well received, but press was 
lukewarm, and long run is unlikely, 
British Equity Protests 
London, May 6. 
_ There's inside bickering by Brit- 
ish Equity here, which wants the 
chorus in “Oklahoma,” here on 
three-month Ministry of Labor per- 
mit, replaced by English girls. 

This is likely to affect the show, 
which already has advance sales to 
Christmas, because the management 
figures local girls are incompetent to 
‘replace Americans, 





make such a} 


stressed. it | 








Theatre Tele Looms Closer 


Continued from page 1 


————$——— 


Franklin Institute clear) 
that great progress is b 
in this medium, 

The color television pictures wer 
shewn On a 744-by-10-feet theatre 
screen by Dr. V. K. Zworykin, y . 
and technical consultant of the RCA 
laboratories division, befor ; 
bers of the institute 
radio representatives. 

Color motion pictures films, in. 
cluding a cartoon and slides, were 
projected with utmost realism, A). 
though the demonstration employed 
transmission wires, previous tests 
have been made by radio, it was 
pointed out by E. W. Egstrom, Vice- 
president in charge of research, 

Dr, Zworykin, recalling his com- 
pany demonstrated black and white 
video on an even larger screen at 
the Hotel New Yorker in 1940 
stressed that large-screen tele, either 
in monochrome or color, is stil] in- 
sufficiently developed for commer- 
cial use. 


y showed 
©ing made 


e mem- 
and press and 


SMPE’s Survey 
Washington, May 6. 

Loren L. Ryder, SMPE president 
and Paul Larson, Johns Hopkins In- 
stitute research expert, urged Eric 
Johnston last week to order a film 
industry survey of the prospects for 
theatre television. 

SMPE has been studying the sub- 
ject. for some time and feels that 
all branches of the industry should 
explore the aspects of theatre video. 
SMPE will submit a report to MPA 
on its conclusions to date. and MPA 
may follow up on it. 

MARRIAGES 

Lillian Taris to Jack Mervis, 
Pittsburgh, April 19. Groom’s the- 
atre-owner in Pitt. 

Fern Cyphert to Joe Magleozzi, 
Pittsburgh, May 1. Groom’s asst. 
mgr. of Harris-Liberty theatre. 

Shirley L. Gibbs to Joseph. T. 
Petrillo, Kansas City, April 26. 
Groom is son of Caesar Petrillo, di- 
rector of music for Columbia Broad- 


| casting System in Chicago 


Acute shortage | 


storage | 


| 


{ 
| 


| 
| 


| 
| 





Madeline Levy to Seymour Cooper, 
New York, May 3. Groom is son of 
Bert Coopei, former actor, now re- 
tired 

Meta Reis to George Rosenberg, 
New York, May 5. Bride is former 
wife of Irving Reis, film producer; 
groom is agent. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Dick Bandler, 
daughter, May 5, New York. 
Mother is daughter of copyright at- 
torney Julian T. Abeles; father with 
Reuben H. Donnelly & Co., adver- 
tising. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sammy Cahn, s0n, 
Hollywood, April 29. Mother is 
Gloria Delson, of the films; father a 
songwriter. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Grant 
Sherry, daughter, Santa Ana, Calif, 
May 1. Mother is Bette Davis, 
screen Star. 

Mr. and Mrs. Halsey Cowan, son, 
New York, April 30. Father is at- 
torney for Signature Records. 

Mr. and Mrs. Reuben Rabinovitch, 
daughter, N. Y., May 1. Father is 8 
legit press agent. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Mann, 50h, 
Hollywood, April 30. Father is edi- 
tor for Seymour Nebenzal. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Waltemar, 
son, April 24. Father's on WCAE 
staff, Pitt. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sol Shur, daughter, 
Santa Monica, April 26. Father Is 4 
screenwriter. 

Mr. and Mis. Phil Bowles, 50%, 
Hollywood, May 1. Father is asst. 
director at Universal-International. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Menken, 56, 
Holly ood, May 2. Father was Para- 
mount newsreel’s foreign camera- 


'man during the war. 


Show, with book and cast changes,|New Haven, April 25. 
three | manager of 





Mr. and Mrs, Sidney Kleper, 50% 
Father 38 
Loew’ s-Poli College 
theatre in that city. 

Mr. and Mrs, Phil Arnold, daush- 
ter, Hollywood, May 2. Father is 8 
film actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Red Skelton, daugh- 
ter, Santa Monica, May 5. Father '5 
Metro star and radio comedian. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Alswané 
daughter, New York, May 4, Fathe 
is . l scenic designer. 
2 ae’ aes “hes. cane Fowler, o 
son, Hollywood, May 5. Mother q 
daughter of Nunnally — 
father is son of Gene Fowler, Leet 3 
and Johnson’s assistant at Unive! 
sal-International. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Aldrich. at 
Hollywood, May 3. Father 3%, 
sistant to Lewis Milestone on 
Red Pony” at Republic. 
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Harry Sosnik to the Coast to visit 
ailing father. : 
Fred Alle (Portland Hoffa) 


th anniversary. ’ ? 
wievieg Berlin extending his New 
York stay another week. 

Michael Redgrave’s mother in on 
the Mauretania Friday (2), 

Ss. J. Brody elevated from assistant 
to p.a. of “Icetime,” seon to resume at 
the Center. 

J. Frank Stephens to Coast. to 

pervise new offices of the Samuel 

rench organization. 

Sam Forrest memorial services at 


Jewish Theatrical Guild chapel 
Thursday (8) at 6 p.m. 
Louis (Chauncy) Schonceit has 


opened production offices in the 
St. James theatre building. 

Adi . Bernard, French concert 
ianist, arrives on Queen Elizabeth 

riday (9) for American tour. 

Loise —y (and Willard) re- 
covering from broken leg at Engle- 
wood hospital, Englewood, N. J. 

Songsmith - producer Arthur 
Schwartz flew back to the Coast 
after setting a couple of legit assign- 
ments. 

George Choos, vet vaudeville pro- 
ducer, TWA’d to Europe yesterday 
(Tues.) on a third-dimension film 
process. 

Billy B. Van brought his daughter 
from New Hampshire for the Sophie 
Tucker dinner and says she'll never 
forget it. 

Mrs. Henry Ginsberg, wife of the 
Paramount production topper, due 
east in a couple of weeks, en route 
to Europe, 

RKO theatre manager Leon Kel- 
mer and wife leaving for three-week 
vacation on Coast to celebrate their 
30th wedding anniversary. 

Abe Lastfogel, like George Jessel, 
came in specially for the Sophie 
Tucker dinner and both returned to 
the Coast Monday (5). 

Howard Strickling back to Holly- 
wood, via a D. C. stopoff with Car- 
ter Barron, following Metro sales 
huddles all last week in N. Y. 

Julian T. Abeles, coypright at- 
torney, a grandpop for the first time, 
daughter Mrs. Dick Bandler giving 
birth to a girl on Monday (5). 

David Schine, son of Meyer Schine, 
circuit operator, working for the 
Monroe Greenthal ad agency pending 
return to Harvard in the fall. 

Dick Barstow, dance producer for 
the Carnival and “Barefoot Boy with 
Cheek,” will take a Bermuda vaca- 
tion after his current Chicago trip. 

Edward Johnson, Metopera man- 

ager, to receive National Institute of 
Social Sciences gold medal for 1947 
for “distinguished humanitarian serv- 
ice. 
Bob Condon, formerly film critic 
for This Week, Liberty and Pageant 
mags, has joined Eagle-Lion as fea- 
ture writer and special events con- 
tact. 

Hal Horne in town from the Coast. 
Returns west at the end of the week, 
but will be back east June 2 for 
daughter’s graduation from Duke 
University. 

I. Robert Broder, theatrical attor- 
ney and counsel for Artists Repre- 
sentatives Assn., has moved - from 
RKO Bidg. to more spacious suite at 
1650 Broadway. 

Joe and Rose Seidelman have 
opened their Larchmont summer 
home now that the Universal-Inter- 
national foreign boss is back from 
Europe. 

Charles Einfeld due east again 
about May 20 for further talks with 
United Artists and Metro on Enter- 
prise distribution. Also planning a 
— of “Arch of Triumph” in the 
south. 


Eddie Cantor saw daughter 
Marilyn Cantor at Le Ruban Bleu 
for the first time. She’s been doing 
a nitery single for over a year but 


the star never saw her work profes- | 
sionally. 


George S. Kaufman’s daughter, 
Ann, to married tomorrow 
(Thursday) to Bruce Cohen, one of 
the editors at Simon & Schuster. 
Much of the legit and literati set 
trouping to Kaufman’s Bucks county 
(Pa.) farm for the ceremony. 

Dance instructors at the Arthur 
Murray studios, N. Y., sat out a few 
numbers last Saturday (3) during a 
30-minute stoppage to force manage- 
ment to recognize Local 16, United 
Office & Professional Workers of 
America, CIO, as their collective 
bargaining agency. Murray agreed 
to meet with OUPWA reps for dis- 
Cussion of union grievances. 


Miami Beach 


By Larry Solloway 
Una Merkel left for Coast this 
week. 





The Harry Richmans back in 
town and making the rounds. 

Tommy Dorsey played for teen- 
Fiesta Saturday (3) matinee sesh at 


Tess Gardella a click at Blacka- 
moor room. Lou Vogle and Jackie 
Small held over. 

. Tommy Nunez rumba crew draw- 
ing healthy biz to Club 22, which 
always does well in “off” season. 
h Ed Claughton planning a new film 
onus, in Coral Gables. Owns and 
perates Royal and Variety here. 
‘ Simco, hotel ‘chain plans new 273 
room super hostelry in North Beach 
Sector, to be called the Sans Souci. 


north to Galen Hall, Wernersville, 


a. 

Johnny Gorman (Carrol and) out 
of hospital and recuperating. Will 
return to MotMer Kelly’s as soon as 
doc okays. 

New show into Clover this week 
has Vagabonds returning for fifth 
time. Also the Barrancos and Betty 
Jenkins girls. 

Old Royal Palm club burned down. 

Spot was tabbed for demolition to 
make way for new Du Pont hotel 
and yacht club development. 
_ Fireworks expected in forthcom- 
ing campaign for Councilmanic elec- 
tion with several “outs” blasting 
the undercover gambling and bookie 
setup on Beach. 

Ariene Judge-Bob Topping nup- 


Riddle estate here, saw a full press 
representation which included all 
local columnists. 

Bill (Bar of Music) Jordan new 
prexy of Florida Supper Club Assn., 
with Henry ‘Clover Club) Neyle 
veepee. Paul Bruun, local amuse- 
ment ed remains as exec secretary. 

Walter ‘Lord Tarleton) Jacobs 
planed north Sunday (4) to join the 
missus, expecting at LeRoy Sani- 
tarium. Charlie (Loew’s) Moskowitz 
last official guest at the hostelry, 
also headed for N. Y. 

George Hoover, Paramount chain 
exec, gandering plans for new film 
house which will be largest in area, 
to be located in heart of downtown 
Miami. Mitch Wolfson of Wometco, 
meantime, witth new Miami thea- 
tre in operation, trying to get okay 
on building of 2,500-seater on the 
Beach. 

Niteries in bad slump here. Pad- 
dock discontinuing shows with Co- 
acabana closing big room and 
amous Door show slated for tem- 
porary discontinuance. Kitty Davis’, 
Clover, Blackamoor, Club 22, Bar of 
Music and Bali continue with show 
policy. Convention biz due soon ex- 
pected to hypo things. 





“Las Vegas 


By Brigham Townsend 

Bob Hope Flamingoing. 

Laraine Day due any day. 

Martha O'Driscoll back in town. 

Junior Morgan out of the Big Hat. 

Jean Wallace suntanning at Flam- 
ingo pool. 

Dorothy Ard 
Players club. 

Eddie Garr stopped over on way 
to Salt Lake. 

The Hartmans and John Boles into 
the Flamingo. 

Bruce Fowler vacationing at the 
Last Frontier. 

Dorothy Donegan checking at the 
Rancho Vegas. 


into Bill Bennet’s 


Vegas Roundup Room May 15. 


Bow’s biog and story on the town, 
Carroll 


April 30, with Martha 
lining. 

Alan Campbell meen ae 
ing for “his divorce from rothy 
Parker. 

Maurice Seymour cpomng 8 stu- 
dio here with daughter 
Bierman assisting. 


new niteries, now under construc- 
tion on Highway 91. 
Little Theatre under construction 


pletion. 
collected $1,000 for Texas 


added another grand to it. 

Leo Carrillo, Dick Foran, Eddie 
Cantor, Al Jolson, Rex Bell, Tex 
Ritter, Chet Lauck and Martha Raye 
all set for Helldorado festivities May 
15-18. 





San Francisco 


By Ted Friend 
Helen Wilk doing the seven hills. 
Paul Milladin new Paramount 
theater manager. 
California Theatres Assn. moved 
offices to Warfield bidg. 


Walter Pidgeon here to speak for 
Jewish Welfare at Opera House. 
Murray Arnold orch to follow 


Leighton Noble into the Claremont. 


Earl Stein in town from LA to 
take over as branch manager at 
PRC 


June bookings at Golden Gate the- 


Haymes. 

Edward Brady and Joseph Gil- 
lespie added to KPO-NBC announc- 
ing staff. ; 

uy Cherney, owner of click Bar- 
bizon Room, oe for singing chore 
over NBC-KPO. 

Bob Varney 
licity head of Paramount, St. 
cis and State theatres. _ 

Jerry Lester moved into House of 
Harris this week following two- 
week shutdown of Copacabana. 

John Eifert, ex-Army captalne and 
formerly with Newman theatre in 
Kansas, new manager at St. Francis. 

Mark Woods, ABC president and 
ABC execs John Norton and Ivor 
Kenway checked into Mark Hop- 
. 7 Dudley Kierulff, winner of 
“Treasure Hour of Song award 
over KFRC, gets a trip to New York 


appointed go 
ran- 





, Dave Tyler orch closed at Copa- 
abana Sunday (4) and _ headed 


as prize. 


tials which took place at the lavish | 


Bob Millar orch into the Rancho 
Henry Griff in town to do Clara 


Nye resigned entertain- 
ment director’s spot at the Flamin- 


Frank Barbaro’s mrs | pone 
aye top- 


ochelle 


Desert Inn and Ambassador, two 


at Last Frontier with Sara Lee Mar- 
ris producing plays there upon com- 


Fred Merrill and Chic Flournoy 


City re- 
lief at their Las Vegas club and 


atre include jane Russell and Dick ; 


London 


ee Mitchell to Paris for two 


weeks. 

Ronald Chesney booked to open at 
the Lido, Paris, May 10 for 12 weeks. 

Jimmy Phillips to Brussels for 
— to look over the music situa- 

ion. 

Joe Loss playing return season at 
Douglas, Isle of Man, opening in 
June for 16 weeks. 

Earl Lloyd George, chairman of 
newly-formed company, Multiscan 
Corp., to maké television sets. 

Carroll Gibbons doing his usual 
vaudeville tour and string of Sun- 
day night concerts while vacation- 
ing from the Savoy hotel for seven 
weeks. 
| British Broadcasting Corp. Sym- 
| phony Orchestra, conducted by Sir 
| Adrian Boult, will take part in the 
| June music festival at Scheveningen 

and Amsterdam. 
| Roy Limbert to resume Malvern 

Drama Festival next year with Sir 
| Cedric Hardwicke as his new asso- 
| ciate. Been promised new plays by 
George Bernard Shaw and James 


Bridie. 
Washington 


By Florence 8. Lowe 
Eddie Bracken, film star, planes 
here May 24 to emcee the Ad Club’s 
annual Jamboree. 








convention will number 
members and wives. 

Haila Stoddard in “Dream Gir!’ 
opens season at Olney Theatre, 
local strawhatter, May 30. 

Royal V. Howard named new di- 
rector of engineering for NAB, com- 
ing to the job from KSFO, San 
Francisco. 

WINX-FM inaugurated its FM 
campaign by skedding its first reg- 
ular broadcast for FM only, a classi- 
cal dinner music show. 

WTOP-CBS celebrated Austine 
(“Bootsie”) Cassini’s new social 
chatter airer with a party at the 
+ swank Sulgrave Club Monday 
(5). 

Gerald J. Kerner moved from 

Y. office to act as assistant to 


about 30 


Sam Galanty, Columbia’s mid-east 
division manager, headquartered 
here. 


Hildegarde bowed into Statler’s 
Embassy Room past Monday (5) for 
her annual stint here, with the 


usual glitter of brass present at 
preem. 
Eric Johnston in Hot Springs, 


Ark., ps weekend to attend meet- 
ing of Dept. of Commerce’s busi- 
ness Advisory Council, of whith he 
is a member. 
Marshall L. Faber, 
for film work with Army, Navy and 
WPB during war, has become associ- 


film consultants. 
State Dept. announces arrival in 


go. this country of Mrs. Lorna Bristow, 

Tom Oakie now operates the| who will cover drama and child 
Huntridge, Palace and Western the-| education in U. 8S. for the New 
atres. 


Zealand Free Lance.- 

Station WWDC celebrates its sixth 
year on the local ether with a base- 
ball party at opening night game be- 
tween Washington Senators and 
Philadelphia A’s, with about 600 on 
guest list. 

Nathan Golden, Dept. of Com- 
merce film head, treks to Mexico 
after the Variety Club convention, 
which he will attend as Chief 
Barker for D. C. Tent, for a look-see 
at the native film industry. 

Ty Krum USNR (ret.), NBC's 
Veterans’ Advisor. received first of 
the new National Defense Meda} for 
being first Naval Reserve man to 
return to active duty after Pres. 
Roosevelt's first Emergency Procla- 
mation. 





Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


Rummy Bishop into Nite Court of 
Fun. 

Singer Betty Falvo appearing in 
Oslo at Palace Hotel. : . 

Carousel bringing in a line of girls 
May 19, the Selma Marlowe Danc- 
ers. 

June Christy here for visit follow- 
ing break-up of ailing Stan Kenton’s 
band. 

John Walsh. manager of the Ful- 


the fall. 

Pitt Players doing Maxwell An- 
derson’s “Joan Of Lorraine” this 
weekend 

J. H. Johnson, formerly of Sher- 
ry’s. N.Y., managing new Beverly 
Hills Club. 

Henry Senber in town beating the 
drums for Nixon's closing show, 
“Lute Song.” Ss 

J. B. Priestley’s “People At Sea 
winding up season at Carnegie Tech 
Drama School. 

Woods and Bray back at Nixon 
Cafe along with Vic Charles and 
Dolly Reckless. ro 

Art Cinema will bring back Walt 
Disney’s “Fantasia” after current 
run of “Carmen.” ; 

Art Tatum’s concert at Syria 
Mosque made a few bucks for the 
promoters but not much. 

Fred Kelly's home for couple of 
weeks to stage numbers for annual 





ly’s studios. . 
Billy Lawrence, who used to sing 
with Baron Elliott, will play lead in 





ivan Players. 


D. C. contingent to Variety Club | 


known here | 


ated with Al Sherman in a firm of 


ton theatre, will be a pop again in | 


ation, her daughter broke a leg and 
went in, too. 

Milton Lyon, former Pittsburgher, 
will serve this summer as general 
manager of the Chapel Playhouse 
at Guilford, Conn. 


Mi 
nneapolis 
By Les Rees 

Paramount Pep club held season's 
first outing. 

Edyth Bush Little theatre offering 
“Goodbye Again.” 

Mildred Bailey into Curly’s nitery 
has hypoed biz plenty. 

The Modernaires luring ‘em in at 
Hotel Radisson Flame Room. 

Al Elewitz, 
mag ed, now doing publicity. 





organized here at luncheon May 19. 

Patsy Kelly and Barry Wood in 
final week at Hotel Nicollet Minne- 
sota Terrace 


Dick Scheinbaum, former Par 


salesman, in Asbury hospital follow- 
ing heart attack 
Wife of Jack Cohen, 20th-Fox 


branch manager, 
Asbury hospital. 

Al Bloom resigned as Orpheum 
and RKO-Pan publicity man to join 
Fadell ad agency. 

“Magnificent Yankee” into Lyceum 
May 21-24, Theatre Guild’s final sub- 
scription season offering. 

Tom Heggin, author of “Mr. Rob- 
erts,” doing profile of Louis B 
Mayer for Readers’ Digest. 


under treatment in 


Harry French and Charlie Win- 
chell, Minnesota Amus. Co. prexy, 
off to Los Angeles for Paramount 
theatres meeting. 

Peck Gommersall and Mannie 
Gottleib, Universal assistant sales 
and district managers, respectively, 
here for sales meeting. 

Paramount employees tossed party 
for Ev. Olson, exploiteer, prior to 
his departure for Charlotte, N. C., 
where he has been transferred. 

University of Minnesota theatre 
summer offerings to include repeat 
of “All the King’s Men,” “The Im- 
portance of Being Earnest,” “Squar- 
ing the Circle” and “The Male 
Animal,” 





Paris 





the Riviera and Italy. 

| Elias Lapinere: now a commuter 

between Paris and Brussels. 
Anthony Downing prepping the 

| Rank show at Brussels festival. 


Ed Gruskin to assist Robert Lange 


on French North American broad- 
casts. 

Olive Hawks to London for a 
week before doing some _ serious 
writing on her third novel. 

Cynda Gienn given a_ birthday 
party in Barbizon by Eric von Stro- 
heim, Denise Vernac and others. 

Mitty Goldin prepping a 
at his ABC vaude house and a re- 
vival of “Roi Pausole” at his Capu- 
cines. 

Col. Frank MacCarthy and Rupert 
Allan back in Paris for a few days 
between two spells of the Geneva 
trade parley 


Budapest 


By George Gaal 

Paul Lukas plans to spend several 
weeks this summer in Budapest. 

State opera singers are guesting 
at Operetta theatre in Franz Le- 
har’s “The Land of Smiles.” 

Eugene Heltay. playwright and 
poet, leaves soon for Geneva for the 
international playwright conference. 

Mary Angyal, daughter of the late 
Fulop Angyval, former Warner Bros. 
rep here, left recently for Holly- 
wood. 

Tamas Magyar, young Hungarian 
violinist, whose last performance in 
Holland was at Hilocosane Radio, 
off to Paris. 

Muvesz theatre. whose production 
of Noel Coward's “Blithe Spirit” 
ends after 84 performances, will 





“Unburied Dead” and “Closed-door 
Trial,” both given in one night. 





Vienna 


Joan Hammond. British singer, to 


Opera. 
Helen Thimig to appear in Volks- 


theatre in “Natalie,’ a Russian 
comedy. 
Hans Knappertsbusch, absent 


many years from Vienna, directed 
“Salome” at State Opera. 

Director Huebler Kahle signed 
Theo Lingen for new film “Bridge,” 
based on play by Horvath Oedoen. 

Heinrich Weisshappel, president 
of the Austrian Assn, of Book-Music 
Publishers, feted on his 60th birth- 
| day. 

Pianist Wilhelm Backhaus_re- 
ceived rousing welcome at first con- 
cert in Musikfreunde hall, after long 
exile. 

“Schiefe Laterne” (Crooked Lan- 
tern) cabaret reopened. First one 
| went bankrupt, but matter’s been 
| settled. 

| Vienna Boys Choir, touring Scan- 





| Norway. Austria technically still at 
| war with latter. 


Gratz, Styrian capital. will have its | 
“Springtime for Henry” with Cara-; own music festival in Jone. 


“Peter 
Grimes.” “English opera by Benja- 


Same day Morty Henderon’s wife | min Britten. will be given, directed 


went into the hospital for an oper- 


by Kar! Boehm. 


former Sunday Trib | 


Motion Picture Foundation to get | 


Dmitri Mitropoulos, Minneapolis | 
Symp orch conductor, honored at 
dinner by Junior Assn. of Com- 
merce. 


Pierre O’Connel for a month to 


review | 


stage two Jean Paul Sartre plays, | 


appear as guest with Vienna State | 


Hollywood } 


Vincent Price planed in from Man- 
hattan. 
Mona Barry hospitalized for major 


surgery. 
Elinor Troy hospitalized for 
surgery. 
Faith Bacon’ recovering from 
surgery. 


Art Baker recovering from appen- 
dectomy. a 
Lionel Stander filed a petition in 





bankruptcy. 

Elia Kazan in from an eastern 
location hunt. 

Michael Sloan and Paula Stone in 
from New York 

Ann Sheridan returned from the 


Kentucky Derby. 
Dorothy Lamour returned from an 
eastern vacation. 
Robert Lucas in 
for huddles at Metro. 
Gordon Gordon returned frem his 
siesta in Gautemala 


from Australia 





Bill Goodwin flew his own plane 
ito his Arizona ranch. 
| Joe E. Lewis and Martha Stewart 


to Mexico for 10 days 
Ida Lupino passed he: 
for American citizenship. 
James Flavin driving to LouisviMe 
for the Kentucky Derby t 
Jack Wrather and Bonita Gran» 
ville flew in from Dallas. 


final exam 





Martial Singher in from the east 
for the Ojai Music Festival 

Rosetta and Vivian Duncan back 
| in town after a long absence 

Jacqueline Dalya and _ Lucille 


Bremer planed to Mexico City 

Sol Lesser and Edward G. Robin- 
son returned from Mexico City. 

Joseph M. Schenck returned to 
| 20th-Fox after two months in the 
east. 
| Nate Spingold in from Manhattan 
| for huddles with Harry Cohn at Co- 
lumbia. 

Red Skelton exhibiting his oil 
pecatings of circus clowns in Santa 

onica. 

Dan Duryea to Wenatchee, Wash., 
to crown the “Apple Blossom 
Queens,” 

James Warren, film cowboy, put- 
ting on an exhibition of his western 
paintings. 

Dick Smith shifted from San 
Diego to the Arizona district by Fox 
West Coast. 

Geraldine Fitzgeraid 
wardrobe huddles 
for England. 

Dore Schary will represent the 
| film industry at the Jackson Day 
| Dinner June 5. 
| Cedric Gibbons and Hazel Brooks 
| planed to Honolulu on the first 
Pacific flight of the DC-6. 
| Edward Sherman in from London 
| where he booked Peggy Ryan and 
| Gloria Jean for stage tours. 

Virginia Mayo returned from 

Princeton where she was Queen of 
| the University’s Bicentennial. 
| Merle Oberor bought the speed- 
| boat she drove on Lake Arrowhead 
| in RKO’s “Memory of Love.” 
| Walter Tetley recording safe- 
| driving talks aimed at youngsters 

for the National Safety Council. 
| Jose Iturbi revised his concert 
| schedule to arrange two recitals for 
| victims of the Texas City disaster. 

Adrian Awan will produce night 
spectacles at the California State 
Fair, Sacramento, August 28-Sept. 7. 

William Pine and Milton Raison to 
San Francisco to study early files of 
the Southern Pacific, in connection 
with “Special Agent.” 

Sterling Hayden took his schooner 
yacht off the market and is using it 
| for a honeymoon haven because of 
the housing shortage. 
| Maj. Gen. Maxwell D. Taylor, 
West Point chief, in town for con- 
fabs with Paramount about the film- 
jing of “The Long Grey Line.” 
| Lou Costello, Jr.. Youth Founda- 
| tion, with a $350,000 play center do- 
fnated by Abbott and Costello. was 
|} turned over to Los Angeles kids. 





in town for 
before leaving 














Chicago 

Remy Hudson added to the board 
of Independent Artists, Inc. 

Herbie Lyons appointed special 
events flack for United Artists 

Brenda Forbes retiring from the 
stage and will make home here. 

Donald Nelson reminiscing with 
his old friends at Sears-Roebuck. 

Jan Sterling's mother in town 
from Florida to visit her daughter. 

Gregory Ratoff angling Jose 
Ferrer, of “Cyrano de Bergerac,” for 
pictures. 

Anne Baxter Hodiak in Chicago 
with husband John for his appear- 
ance at the Ukranian Festival. 

Leonard Warren guested at Or- 
chestra Hall in concert given by 
Marshall Field’s Choral Society. 

Jack Marchelle, Columbia Pic- 
ture’s scout, in town to catch Monica 
Lewis’ performance at the Rio Ca- 
bana. 

George Jessel got permission from 
Ernie Byfield and Frank Bering to 
use ithe Hotel Sherman in new film, 
“Nightmare Alley.” 

Allan Zee in from New York 
huddling with Guy Lombardo at the 
Chicago theatre to discuss promotion 
plans for Capitol, N. Y.. appearance. 

Maurice Duke and Freddie Stew- 
art, producer and lead of Mono- 








dance revues of brother Gene Kel- | dinavia, wasn't permitted to enter | gram’s teenage series, in town study- 


| ing local bobbysoxers with plans of 
| doing picture about them. 


International Artists Committee 
{selected Lana Turner. Marlene 
| Dietrich and Mrs. Belle Taylor 


Tierney, mother of Gene, as “Amer- 
‘jea’s Most Glamorous Mothers’.” 














; a 2 4 
. VARIETY Wednesday, May 7, 1947 


rng 

















La 
vete! 
eper 
bere 
*Gin 
*Goc 
refus 
prod 
says: 
for | 
and « 

In 
obse! 
ercis 
saw | 
tor, 1 
the 5 
(the 
Sch 
duce: 
with 
ing c 
duce: 
pres 
form 
exce; 
of re 











kiss you 


in my aways er 

a 4619 Broa aA i 
Copyright 1947 >9 SANTLY-JOY Ine i age 
op ——,° J 4 ? 











Gen. Prof. Mg: 


Sissel tes % A N T ae J QO € : he TOMMY VALANDO 


New York--MAC KOOPER, VIC PELLE 
nes BERNIE ALBERT ‘Chicago+-BENNY MILLER — Hollywood-—DAVE BER 
— NIE Boston—JACK FAY 








